Introduction 3

| ntroduction:
TheMan and HisJournal

Early Methodist Episcopal circuit rider William @®ert (1764-1833)
served circuits in Maryland, Pennsylvania, New Ydbelaware, and Virginia.
He was admitted on trial in 179@nd into full connection in 1792, at which time
he was also ordained a deacon. Colbert was omiaimelder in 1795. He served
most of his time as a traveling minister and retiir@m the itinerancy in 1811.

William Colbert was born near Baltimore in PoolidevMD on April 20,
1764. Historian George Peck wrote in 18@8at Colbert was remembered by
those who heard him preach for his intoleranceai$ynchildren, crowded barns
and other unfavorable meeting conditions. He \Wasjever, a dedicated man of
God and served with distinction as a circuit ridad district superintendent (or,
as it was then called, presiding elder).

In November 1804 William Colbert married Elizabe8troud (1784-
1849), whose parents were the original founderStobudsburg PA. He died
June 16, 1833, in Stroudsburg PA.

William Colbert kept a journal of his travels — it ranks with Francis
Asbury’s as one of the earliest definitive recoofi®American Methodism and its
circuits. While a three-volume edited, indexed amshotated transcription of
Asbury’s journal has been published, no one hasupetertaken that task for
Colbert’s journal. The original journal and a typ#ten transcription are prized
possessions within the special collections at GaEeangelical Theological
Seminary in Evanston IL. In 1957, the Library obri@gress microfilmed the
typewritten copy. In 1964 the Central Pennsylva@@anference purchased a
microfilm copy of the journal from the LOC. The @al Commission on
Archives and History also owns a typewritten traipgion of the journal.

What follows is an editédindexed and annotated transcription of those
portions of William Colbert’s journal that relate his travels on Methodism’s

! William Colbert was admitted as an itinerant and assigned to a circuit between regular annual
sessions. He is not listed in the General Minutes for 1789, but the General Minutes for 1790 list

him as “continuing on trial.”

? In Early Methodism within the Bounds of the Old Genesee Conference from 1788-1828. This is

the earliest known work to make significant us€ofbert’s journal for historical research and
documentation. Speaking of the journal on page”@@ek states: And we have been so fortunate
as to obtain it. For this favor we are indebtetfliss Elizabeth Colbert, his daughter, who is its
owner, and keeps it as a sacred relic.

In general, Colbert’s original wording has been preserved and any editing has been kept to an
absolute minimum in order to correct spelling, give sentence structure, or provide necessary



4 The Chronicle 2014

early Northumberland, Tioga and Wyoming circuitbeTmaterial is presented in
chapters, according to Colbert's assignments. fiBst, we present a list of
Colbert’s appointments as listed in the GeneralU##s — but as noted in the
various chapters, Colbert’'s actual service and od<ers were not always what
was printed in the General Minutes. The bold-fgears are the ones presented in
whole or in part in this volume die Chronicle.

General Church Appointments

179¢ Calvert [MD]
1790-91 Baltimore circuit [MD], with John Allen
1791-92 Harford [MD], with Joseph Cromwell

1792-93 Northumberland® [PA], with James Campbel|®

1793-94 Wyoming’ [PA], with Anthony Turck

1794-95 Prince George’s [MD], with Solomon SHKarp

1795-96 Milford [DE], with Elisha Cole

1796-97 Bristol [PA], with Joseph Whitby

1797-98 Chester [PA]

1798-99 Wyoming [PA]

1799-00 Chester and Strasburg [PA], with Jamesare&dward Larkih
& Robert Bonham

1800-01 Somerset [MD], with Daniel Ryan

1801-02 Somerset and Annamessex [MD], with Daniel Ryan
& Edward Larkin

clarification. In addition, Colbert’s scripture references, which are typically given as John Il the
16”’, or John 3 ch 16 v, are presented in the more familiar John 3:16 notation.

* See footnote 1. This appointment was made between regular annual sessions and does not
appear in the General Minutes. The full story of Colbert’s entrance into the itinerancy is given in
Appendix A.

> Colbert’s appointment was changed mid-year. He served Northumberland circuit from May
1792 to October 1792, and then was switched to Tioga circuit from November 1792 to April
1793.

®As reported in Colbert’s journal, it was John Hill and not James Campbell who served with him
on Northumberland circuit.

" Thisis a puzzling year. Colbert started on Wyoming circuit in April. In June and July he and
James Campbell agreed to cover two rounds each other’s circuit — Colbert returning to
Northumberland, and Campbell returning to Wyoming. In August, Asbury stepped in — officially
assigning Colbert to Northumberland and sending Campbell to York. In October Colbert was re-
assigned to Wyoming with Anthony Turck as his assistant — this is the assignment given in the
General Minutes — but Colbert seems to have left Turck in Wyoming while he traveled Tioga,
which may have been placed under the care of Wyoming. In December, Colbert was re-assigned
to Maryland.

® The General Minutes list only Solomon Sharp for Prince George’s circuit and do not list William
Colbert at all for 1794, but his journal indicates that he was serving Prince George’s circuit.

° This name is sometimes reported as Edward Larkins.
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Philadelphia Conference Appointmefits
1802-03 superintendent, Albany District™

1803-04 superintendent, Genesee District*?

1804-05 superintendent, Chesapeake District

1805-06 Philadelphia, with Michael Coate & Jamest®m
1806-07 Burlington [NJ], with Thomas Smith

1807-08 Kent [MD]

1808-09 missionary, Chesapeake District

1809-10 missionary, Schuylkill District

1810-11 Antalany’

1811 located

It is the hope that other conferences, historicgieties, or capable individuals
will be inspired by this volume ofhe Chronicle to edit, annotate and publish
additional segments of the journal. Ideally Callseentire journal should be
assembled in a unified format, as was Asbury’sjalrinto a multi-volume

publication.

Preparation of this volume dthe Chronicle has included extensive use of the
following works and has built on their previous easch related to Colbert’s
journal.
Berkheimer, Charles RManuscript Notes on the Journal of William Colbert.
unpublished, 1964.
Palmer, Louis DeForedstleroism and Romance: Early Methodismin
Northeastern Pennsylvania. Engel-Truitt Press, 1950.
Peck, GeorgeEarly Methodism within the Bounds of the Old Genesee
Conference. Carlton and Porter, 1860.
These works are cited in the footnotes as Berkhésnidanuscript, Palmer’s
Heroism, and Peck’&arly Methodism.

10 Up to this time there were annual meetings in different sections of the country. There were
districts under presiding elders, but there were no formal conferences — and an itinerant could
be sent anywhere in the connection. Beginning in 1802, the General Minutes divide Methodism
in America into conferences. William Colbert became a member of the Philadelphia Conference
— which then included not only eastern Pennsylvania, but also stretched from the Delmarva
peninsula and New Jersey to western New York state.

" The Albany District included Tioga circuit. The Chronicle includes only the portions of the year
spent on Tioga circuit.

2 The Genesee District included Tioga. The Chronicle includes only the portions of the year spent
on Tioga circuit and traveling through the Wyoming and Northumberland circuit territories on
the way to annual conference.

B Antalany circuit was adjacent to Northampton circuit. The name survives today as Ontelaunee
Township and Lake Ontelaunee in Berks County.
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Chapter 1
1792-93 (first part)
Northumberland Circuit

[This chapter begins with Colbert’s journey fronetHarford circuit, by way of
Baltimore and Carlisle, to his new assignment omthomberland circuit.]

Monday, May 14, 1792 — This morning | took my leave of the friends in
Abingdon and rode about 43 miles to my father's tle way | called at the
house where there lived a man, his wife and daudgihé¢ were members of the
Society when | was on Baltimore circuit — but tteighter was afterwards turned
out for having an illegitimate child , and indeedtls was the distress of the
family that | could not resist the sympathetic gpir

Tuesday 15 — | got to my father's and Wednesdaylh@rsday 17, Friday 18,
and Saturday 19 | spent at my father’s.

Sunday 20 — | preached to an ungodly set of peapléwith little satisfaction, in
the old fields near my father’s on Romans 8:13, iarttie afternoon at the widow
Ridgely’s' on Jeremiah 2:12-13. After this, about sunskipk an agonizing
farewell with my father and set off on my way te timountains of
Northumberland — the greatest journey | ever undértn my life. O, thoughts of
leaving my father all alone wound me in the tenstepart. | lodged at Richard
Talbot’s.

Monday 21 — | have gotten no farther that Reisbevat

Tuesday 22 — | got to Abbottstown and preachedytdrwith little satisfaction to
an uncultivated set of people at an old Presbytdr@ise on Matthew 5:16.

Wednesday 23 — | got into Carlisle and preachel satisfaction at night on |
Peter 2:5-8 to a well-behaved people. This iz, fiarge inland town.

Thursday 24 — | got to Levi Ower’swhere | find myself among the mountains
and in some degree among a different sort of pelopiéhat | have been used to.

Friday 25 — | have got into my circuit at last atrily Moore’$ near Juniata.

! William Ridgely lived west of Baltimore. Asbury visited his home 6/17/1776, 10/6/1776, and
9/11/1777 —that last time to preach at his burial.

? Levi Owen (1744-1823) lived near Meck’s Corners, south of New Bloomfield, in Perry County.
His grandson Reuben Owen (1823-1905) became a preacher in the Philadelphia Conference.

3 Henry Moore moved from Hunterdon County NJ in 1780. Two miles east of Mifflintown, his
house was a frequent stopping place for Methodist circuit riders and is mentioned in Asbury’s
journal. Colbert mentions preaching in “Henry Moore’s Meeting House” — erected about 1763 by
the Presbyterians but open to all denominations. The site, on Industrial Park Road % mile east of
Cedar Springs Road, is marked today by a small graveyard and an historical monument.
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Saturday 26 — | came from Moore’s to Osborh&isGreenwood, intending to go
on to Northumberland, but | was stopped by the.rain

Sunday 27 — Early this morning | set out on my @y to Northumberland,

where | was told brother Brownihgvas to preach today — but when | get there he
was not to be found. He had preached here lagteun found myself hurt in

not finding him agreeable to my expectations. t enelass in the afternoon and

at night, thanks be to God, | was enabled to preatthuncommon liberty on |
Corinthians 6:19-20.

Monday 28 — | have had a long and tiresome riden fiorthumberland to Adam
Harper'$, a Dutchman, in Penns Valley. As | was nevehiliackwoods
before, | found it very disagreeable in the gloamayrows between Buffalo and
Penns Valleys.

Tuesday 29 — | got to Henry Benf's

Wednesday 30 — | preached at Henry Benn'’s, whenesLBrowning met me. |
had but very little satisfaction in preaching onrkia6:15-16. Brother Browning
gave an exhortation and spoke well. | met thesclas

Thursday 31 — | have ridden one of the worst rdaday that | have ever seen. |
was sometimes afraid | would break my horse’s ggag over the mountains

* The home of Samuel Osborne in Turkey Valley, Juniata County, was a Methodist preaching
place for many years. His daughter Phoebe married Methodist itinerant Morris Howe (1765-
1843) and is the mother of Methodist preacher Wesley Howe (1802-1869). His daughters
Elizabeth and Frances married George Wood and Henry McConnell, two persons who appear
later in Colbert’s journal.

> Before the official organization of American Methodism into distinct conferences in 1802, the
appointment process was a work in progress. The 1792 conference for the preachers in the
territory was to become the Baltimore Conference was not held until June 22, but Colbert was
already at his new assignment. Richard Parriott and Lewis Browning had been the preachers
assigned to Northumberland in 1791, and they were supposed to still be serving there when
Colbert arrived. This strange overlap was sometimes necessary in order for the new circuit rider
to learn the circuit from his departing counterpart.

® Adam Harper Sr. (1722-1805) was born in Germany and now lived about midway between
Woodward and Aaronsburg. He was not a Methodist, but he was a godly man, an elder in the
German Reformed Church, and one of the most respected persons in the valley.

’ Even today, that stretch of PA 45 between Hartleton and Woodward is desolate and gloomy.
8 Henry Benn Sr. came to Penns Valley from New Castle County DE in 1784 or 1785 (when he
appears on the Potter township rolls) and brought Methodism with him, having been a friend of
Lewis Allfry, a Methodist local preacher who traveled with Bishop Asbury. Included in the
extended family that joined him in the move was his daughter Rebecca and son-in-law Robert
Pennington — who became known as Father Pennington and the Methodist patriarch of Penns
Valley, and about whom more will be said later in Colbert’s journal. Another daughter, Rachel,
was the mother of Methodist preacher William Monks (1806-1860) of the Erie Conference.
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and stones. Late in the afternoon | got to Herolis'® in Kishacoquillas
Valley.

Friday June 1, 1792 — | preached at Henry Collins’ on Matthew 18:3hi\ |
was speaking, my horse that had had been abodbtiraall the morning went
into the woods. | thought no more about him fileadinner when | wanted to
cross the hideous mountain called Shade mountailgano Henry Moore’s, but
he was not to be found. | myself was a strangarwooden country — with my
saddle, saddlebags and a great coat with but ahélngs — more than a hundred
miles from home, which made me feel very unhapphat added to my distress
was, the old man told me it was a thousand to bhevier got my horse again.
But on my offering a reward of six dollars to ameahat would bring me my
horse (expecting | could borrow the money), a yoonag, one of Collins’ sons,
said if he had a creature he would get him for eferle tomorrow night. |
thought this was very strange after the fatherdaad it was a thousand to one if
ever | got him again. | spent the night in uneessnat Collins’, after running
about in the woods in search of my horse till | wasy fatigued, and early in the
morning...

Saturday 2 — | set off with my things on a podtditreature that Collins led and |
drove after to the foot of Shade mountain, wher \wwod® lived and was kind
enough to lend me a horse to go over the mountaiith-a boy on another horse
who took me to Henry Moore’s.

Sunday 3 — | preached at Henry Moore’s Meeting ldaurs Matthew 22:24.

Monday 4 — | set out after my horse up the Jumataows while he was being
brought to me over Shade mountain. | met a manimfioomed me he was
found, and on his word | returned back and soon@aditns’ son with my horse
coming after me. By the losing my horse for a tiingave been kept from
Fetterman’s:

Tuesday 5 — | rode to Samuel Osborne’s and heamsLBrowning preach. |
gave an exhortation after him. We had a little timgein the afternoon at a
friend’s house, and in the evening returned to @sigs.

° Henry Collins (1750-1793) actually lived one valley east in Ferguson Valley, and not in
Kishacoquillas Valley.

% This was likely George Wood Jr., son of “Tuscarora George” Wood, who then lived along the
Juniata River below present Thompsontown. The Woods had come from Cumberland County,
where they had come under the influence of Methodism. These men were the ancestors of
historian Dr. Kenneth Wood of Muncy, who speculated to George Berkheimer in 1959 that the
reference here was to the elder Wood. Berkheimer, however, believed that the younger Wood,
who was a son-in-law of Samuel Osborne and lived closer to “the foot of Shade mountain,” was
the loaner of the horse.

" Mr. Fetterman was a well-known inn-keeper in the vicinity of Mifflintown.
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Wednesday 6 — | preached at one PatterSoarsEphesians 5:14 and rode to
Straub'$® — they are very affectionate Dutch people.

Thursday 7 — | spoke at John Thomps&hts Matthew 18:3. | was enabled to
speak with freedom.

Friday 8 — | spoke at Thomas Ré@sin Luke 14:18, and in the evening at
William Search’s'® on | Corinthians 13:13.

Saturday 9 — | have had a long and disagreeat#daitVilliam Pegg's, where |
preached on Mark 6:12. After which | rode 12 omiifes to Joseph Ogdern's. |
got there about midnight.

'2 Robert Patterson lived near Richfield in what is now Mahantango township, Snyder County.

B Andrew and Peter Straub are buried at Freeburg, Snyder County, which village Andrew laid out
and founded. This name is sometimes rendered Stroub, indicating the pronunciation of the
name and accounting for Colbert’s rendering it as Strope.

 John Thompson was one of several brothers who lived in what is now Buffalo township, Union
County. Another brother was Captain James Thompson, whose capture by Indians and
subsequent experiences and eventual escape form one of the epic stories of Union County. Both
John and James Thompson were contributors toward the erection of the Buffalo Cross Roads
Presbyterian Church, and in 1791 they were among the pew holders there. John had two sons:
John Jr. and Benjamin. By 1801, the year of his father’s death, Benjamin Thompson was one of
the stewards of Northumberland circuit. John Thompson is just one of the godly Presbyterian
settlers who opened his cabin to itinerant Methodist preachers and gave them whatever
hospitality he could.

> Thomas Rees was from Philadelphia and bought land adjacent to that of Ludwig Derr, the
founder of Derrstown, later called Ludwigsburg, and now named Lewisburg. In 1788 he is listed
as the owner of the house at “Strohecker’s Landing” — the point on the river from which the
road, now PA 45, ran west into Penn’s Valley,

'® William Search served as class leader for at least two classes on Northumberland circuit and
was instrumental in early Methodism in both Milton and Sunbury. At this time he was a resident
of Chillisquaque township, whose northern boundary touches Milton. Prior to coming to
Chillisquagque township, he had lived in Shamokin township about 1788 and 1789. He later
returned to Sunbury, and in 1828 he was living on Arch Street and listed as a carpenter.

Y William Pegg settled at the headwaters of the Chillisquaque Creek on 297 acres deeded to him
about 1785. This land was about two miles southwest of Jerseytown. Pegg came from Sussex
County NJ and was one of the first members of the Presbyterian Church at Derry tract — another
instance of a Presbyterian who welcomed Methodist itinerants. Although Colbert preached here
a number of times, the place appears to have been a convenient stopping placed between Milton
and Fishing Creek [Bloomsburg] and not a regular preaching appointment.

¥ palmer states that Ogden lived at the site of present Bloomsburg. Berkheimer, however,
believes that he lived several miles from the mouth of Fishing Creek, perhaps as far inland as
Millville. In truth, Ogden appears to have owned property and moved about within a wide area
between Union and Luzerne counties. He relocated to the area after his house in the Wyoming
Valley was burned May 1, 1770, during the Pennamite War. He is referred to by Colbert as
“Friend Ogden” and had descendants who were members of the Fishing Creek Society of Friends
at Millville. This was a hospitable home and a favorite stopping place for Colbert —and Asbury
records preaching here July 1, 1793.
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Sunday 10 — | preached at Captain Joseph SalfamisRevelation 22:17, and in
the afternoon about 8 or 9 miles farther | preadheadbeautiful little town on the
Susquehanna called Berwfélon Job 22:21. Religion appears to be at a vavy lo
ebb in these parts.

Monday 11 — | preached at Christian Bowmahis the woods on |
Thessalonians 5:17 to a few people that cameldotiged at Joseph Ogden’s.

Tuesday 12 — a day of rest.

Wednesday 13 — | preached at William C6%&n | Timothy 1:15. In this place
some appeared to be much affected. One man wds concerned, and | sent to
his house and prayed with him. | lodged at Johipefts >

1 Joseph Salmon (1754-1822) was a nephew to Joseph Ogden, his mother being Joseph’s sister
Nancy. Prior to 1777 he was a neighbor of the famous Indian scout Moses Van Campen of “the
west branch of Briar Creek.” In 1778, Salmon, a man famous in his own right as an Indian scout,
was captured by the Indians and held for a year before being released. One version of the
episode is that Salmon voluntarily gave himself up to his captors for the safe release of his wife
and child. His wife was the daughter of Isaiah Wheeler, for whom Fort Wheeler (along Fishing
Creek, near Bloomsburg, and a refuge for those fleeing the Wyoming Massacre) was named and
on whose land it was erected in April 1778.

2% This first record of Methodist preaching Berwick is significant in that it challenges the church
histories that report the earliest Methodist preaching in Berwick was a result of the great 1805
revival at Briar Creek. Colbert also gives other evidence of the organization of a class at Berwick
prior to 1805.

* This is the earliest record of preaching at Bowman’s in Briar Creek. Christian (1761-1831) and
Thomas (1760-1823) Bowman were converted under the ministry of Francis Asbury In
Northampton County PA before they came to Columbia County. Christian brought his family to
Briar Creek in 1792, and his brother Thomas followed with his family the following year. As local
preachers, the Bowman brothers were the human instruments responsible for the great revival
of 1805. Asbury ordained them at a camp meeting near Wilkes-Barre in 1807. In 1808 Old Stone
Church, an historical site of the Susquehanna Conference, was erected on their land, and now
provides the final resting places of the brothers. The grandson of Thomas Bowman was Bishop
Thomas Bowman, who served as the president of Williamsport Dickinson Seminary and DePauw
University before being elected to the episcopacy.

%2 William Cox was a resident of what is now Mahoning township, Montour County. He came
from Burlington NJ with the Frazer family to set out and manage their extensive orchards in what
is now part of Danville, near Geisinger Hospital. He is assumed to be the William Cox who wrote
A View of the Cultivation of Fruit Trees, considered the first American textbook on pomology, in
1815. It is unclear whether this class (the Mahoning class) or the one across the river (the
Gearhart class) was organized first and should be considered the origins of Danville Methodism.
% John Egbert (1752-1821) was an employee of William Montgomery, father of Daniel
Montgomery (founder of Danville) and brother of Captain Daniel Montgomery (one of the
original trustees of Old St. George’s in Philadelphia). He was another Revolutionary War veteran
from New Jersey and is the nephew of the Nicholas Egbert (1728-1812), in whose home Francis
Asbury preached and was entertained in 1782. He is the brother of the James Egbert (1759-
1825) and Nicholas Egbert (1763-1813) visited by Colbert and mentioned elsewhere in the
journal. He is buried in the Dreisbach Cemetery in Union County.
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Thursday 14 — | exhorted at old Mr. Caff'and lodged with Jacob Depéw.

Friday 15 — | preached at old Mr. Wilkinsoff$o a little company of clean
people on Matthew 10:32-33. In showing what wdwédhe end of those who

did deny Christ, | raised my voice. This offendeaine. One who was a member
of the little society here got up much displeasettvwout — and by and by a
woman did also, but she came back in again. | gégn feel much concerned
and troubled, lest while | am striving to do goaghbuld do harm to a poor
ungodly ignorant people whose souls are preciduosd, give me heavenly
wisdom that | may be adequate to this importark. tas

Saturday 16 — | had a day of rest in Northumberland

Sunday 17 — | preached on Job 22:21 in the foreandnn the evening on Il
Peter 1:5-8. | have cause to be thankful thatehseen blessed with freedom
speaking both in the daytime and in the night.

Monday 18 — Rode to Milltowi} expecting to preach, but no notice had been
given. This is a town with three stores, threetas, and two ball alleys.
Agreeable to the size it appears to be one of th&t dissipated places | ever saw.
| could not tell how to pass them. | enquiredra¢ of the ball alleys if preaching
was expected. A religious old Presbyterian stajpinwhere they were playing

** John Carr lived on the south side of the Susquehanna River, just below the present borough of
Riverside. He was one of the early members of the old Derry Presbyterian Church and one of the
founders of the Mahoning Presbyterian Church in Danville. He died in 1803.

% Jacob Depew was a son-in-law of Captain Jacob Gearhart, whose lands included the present
borough of Riverside. The Depews settled where Gravel Run enters the Susquehanna River and
their lands extended to within a mile of the present Klinesgrove United Methodist Church.
Traveling downriver from present Danville, one passed the Gearhart and Carr and Depew
plantations on the south side of the river. Captain Jacob Gearhart’s son Jacob Jr. was the
spiritual force and namesake of the Gearhart class and church building (only the cemetery
remains) that served the area. Jacob Depew, his wife, and several generations of their
descendants are buried in the graveyard at Klinesgrove — which is much older that the church
building there.

%% |n 1775, Edward Wilkinson bought 306 acres of land about halfway between the present
villages of Elysburg and Snydertown. This family was divided between the Methodists,
Presbyterians and Baptists — and was friendly to itinerants of each group. Within sight of the
Wilkinson cabin, the old Shamokin Valley Presbyterian Church was erected in 1795, and a few
years later the Shamokin Valley Baptist Church was erected a little nearer to present
Snydertown. Edward’s son Aaron Wilkinson was probably the first Methodist in Irish Valley,
where he moved after leaving the paternal homestead. He is buried at the Presbyterian Church
in Shamokin Valley “although he was a Methodist.”

7 Milltown is the present Milton. Colbert never mentions where he was supposed to preach in
Milton — had it been in one of the taverns, he would have mentioned the owner; had it been at
the new Episcopal building, he would have so noted. He seemed to have no Methodist home to
which he could go. Bell’'s 1891 History of Northumberland County states there was Methodist
preaching in Milton as early as 1788, but the name of the early preacher and the fate of any early
converts there remain a mystery.
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answered that he did not know. | then asked thenwere playing ball, and they
answered “No.” | further asked them if they did tlonk they would be better
employed hearing preaching than playing ball. Theswer was with a laugh,
that there was time for all things, and that thenimo preaching on Sundays. |
told them they would not be willing to go to judgmiérom that exercise; they
said they ventured that. So after a little conatos with the old man, I left them
ripening for destruction and rode to Isaac Be#t's.

Tuesday 19 — | rode from Bear’s to John Thompsants preached on Matthew
11:28-30. The ignorance of the people in thestspsuastonishing.

Wednesday 20 — | preached at William Crawfoftits a good many for a week
day on Revelation 22:17. To all appearance, theseple are very willing to hear.

Thursday 21 — | met brother ParriStat Mr. Reily’s* in Buffalo; he preached. |
gave an exhortation after him, after which we wenthomas Rees’ to lodge.

Friday 22 — | preached at Thomas Rees’ on Romarig 18rother Parriott gave
an exhortation. We have had sharp lightning anddkr today. A man living
near Juniata was at plough with two creatureserfigld when he was killed.
How many are the accidents that ought to put usabdeing ourselves in a state of
readiness for a better world.

Saturday 23 — Brother Parriott and | rode to Nartharland, where we held our
quarterly meeting. He we met brother Efilwho has come to take brother

%8 At this time Isaac Bear lived at his mill on White Deer Creek, just across the west branch of the
Susquehanna from present Watsontown. The Bear brothers, Isaac and John, had come to this
place and erected a sawmill a few years prior. In 1790 they erected the first grist mill there. A
year after Colbert’s visit, they sold their properties and moved to Black Hole Valley, opposite the
present town of Muncy and near the western terminus of the Muncy bridge. Isaac Bear died in
1806 at the age of 56 and is buried in the Clinton Baptist Cemetery in Black Hole Valley, near
Montgomery.

*° William and Edward Crawford were farmers in Buffalo Valley. Edward was there as early as
1780, and in 1792 he was among the tenants of Colonel Hartley. This is the area now known as
Hartleton and confirms local accounts that there was continuous Methodist preaching at
Hartleton from the formation of Northumberland circuit in 1791 until the church building (which
was erected in 1841) was closed in 1935.

% This appears to be the first meeting between Colbert and Richard Parriott, who had been
appointed to Northumberland the previous year (1791) with Lewis Browning. He had come from
being appointed to Little York in 1790 and was assigned to Calvert MD in 1792. Early accounts of
Methodism in Central Pennsylvania agree with Colbert in giving him much praise and credit. He
apparently left the itinerancy in 1795 and nothing more is known of him. His surname is
sometimes given as Parrott.

* This is likely John Reily, Esquire, who lived near present Lewisburg and had been admitted to
the bar in 1785. Nothing else is known about Mr. Reily or his Methodist connections.

*2 John Hill is listed in the 1792 General Minutes being assigned to neighboring Tioga circuit, and
James Campbell is listed as coming from neighboring Wyoming circuit as the replacement for
Parriott. But Asbury had a tendency to make mid-year appointment changes and to re-think
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Parriott’s place. Brother Hill preached, and | g@n exhortation after him. At
night | preached on Luke 13:18-19. While | wasalqireg, a drunken man took a
sleep. Spirituous liquors are a great curse t@é#uple of Pennsylvania.

Sunday 24 — We have had a happy Love Feast thisingor Brother Hill
preached, brother Parriott preached after him,aamight | preached on Matthew
5:6. And so ended our quarterly meeting. Gloryd&od for his wonderful
works in this part of the world.

Monday 25 — | spent the day in Northumberland asded several people with
brother Parriott.

Tuesday 26 — | rode with brother Parriott from Marnberland to Samuel
Osborne’s.

Wednesday 27 — Brother Parriott has now taken leaiorthumberland circuit,
where he is much respected. He is an excellent man

Thursday 28 — | spent part of the day at Samueb@&s and lodged at friend
McConnell's®

Friday 29 — | rode to Henry Moore’s
Saturday 30 — | rested at Moore’s.

Sunday July 1, 1792 — This has been a very warm day. | preachedeateting
house near Moore’s on Revelation 22:14 and in fieeron rode to Fetterman’s.

Monday 2 — | preached at Fetterman’s on Hebrew241R5. There is prospect of
good being in this place.

Tuesday 3 — | preached again from Hebrews 10:2dt&amuel Osborne’s.

Wednesday 4 — At Robert Patterson’s | lectured attivéw 22:1-14 and
proceeded on to one Johnson’s. | have reasonttwab&ful that my horse’s legs
have not broke this afternoon crossing Shade mounta

Thursday 5 — | rode up Middle Creek toward Crawfrd/here | preached on
Matthew 18:3 with satisfaction. These people beltaemselves very well, all

assignments that had already been announced whenever he felt that such adjustments were for
the good of the work. It appears that Campbell stayed on Wyoming circuit another year (instead
of the 1792 appointee William Hardesty) and moved to Northumberland circuit in 1793. It also
appears that Hill did not report to Tioga circuit (a new and unstructured circuit extending from
Woyalusing PA to the Finger Lakes of New York state) but reported to Northumberland circuit
instead.

** Edward McConnell lived in Monroe township, Juniata County, about two miles from the
present village of Seven Stars. He had been a steward on the earlier short-lived (1784-86) Juniata
circuit, and his home was a stopping place for circuit preachers. His brother Henry McConnell
married Frances Osborne, daughter of the Samuel Osborne frequently mentioned by Colbert.



14 The Chronicle 2014

sitting while singing and standing at the time cdyer. O that the Lord may
break their hearts of stone, bend the iron sineth&f necks, and bow the marble
pillow of their knees.

Friday 6 — | exhorted at Reily’s and preached ainias Rees’ on Hebrews 4:9 to
a few people.

Saturday 7 — | rode about 20 miles from Thomas Reé&#/illiam Pegg’'s and
preached with satisfaction on part of Matthew 6h0Thy Kingdom Come.”
Then | set off for Ogden’s and got there about ngldh A gloomy way it is for
six or seven miles without a house, among the nasand in the lofty woods.

Sunday 8 — | preached at Ogden’s on Il Peter 4ntldrathe afternoon rode to
Berwick and preached on Ephesians 5:14. Tho’ & wih reluctance | came
here, on account of my horse being so much fatiguéol not repent coming.

Monday 9 — | visited Darius Me&t- a sick man who makes fine promises to
reform if he is spared. God grant that he mayoneak them.

Tuesday 10 — | read in Volume | of Fletch&works and lodged at widow
Salmon’s®®

Wednesday 11 — | preached at William Cox’s on Pshltv2 and received Daniel
Lewis®’ into Society. | lodged at John Egbert’s.

Thursday 12 — | preached at old Mr. Carr’s on Is&&:6-7 to a few people and
lodged at good Depew’s.

Friday 13 — | preached at old friend Wilkinson’slborinthians 12:15. We
gave thanks to God, had a good time. Old Mothdkiion has joined the

** Darius Mead was one of the influential family of Meads which came into the Wyoming Valley
from Hudson NY. After they lost their land to conflicting claims of Connecticut settlers, brothers
David and John emigrated to Venango County in 1789 and founded the settlement that
developed into Meadville PA. It was the Venango County Meads that influenced many
Susquehanna Valley Methodist families to migrate to the western part of the state. Darius
stayed behind in the Northumberland area when his brothers went west, but he eventually
followed after them in 1799. He died in Erie County PA in 1813.

% John William Fletcher (1729-1785) was a close associate of John Wesley, known for his piety
and for being the primary theological defender and spokesperson for early Methodism. His
celebrated Checks to Antinomianism defends Wesleyan Arminianism. His collected works were
published in nine volumes.

% Nancy Ogden Salmon (1733-c1800) was a sister to Joseph Ogden and the mother of Joseph
Salmon. Her husband John Salmon had died in 1780.

7 Originally from New Jersey, Daniel Lewis was a blacksmith who settled in Coles Creek,
Columbia County.
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Society. | rode to Northumberland. At Mrs. Tadgdf a man lies who had had
his left leg severed from his body. | trust he thesfear of God before his eyes.

Saturday 14 — | spent the day at Sister Taggavtiere | got through Volume | of
Fletcher’'s works.

Sunday 15 — This morning | met the class in thetmgdiousé®, after which |
preached on Matthew 25:34. In the afternoon Ighred in Sunbury Court
Housé® on Il Corinthians 12:15, and at night again in fdamberland on
Matthew 25:41. | spoke with more freedom tonigtart | have ever done to date.
If any good is done, may my hearers ascribe aheaoglory of God.

Monday 16 — | rode to Stephen Fiefttsind exhorted at night to a few people.
Tuesday 17 — | preached at John Farféys | Corinthians 2:2.

% Mary Taggart (1730-1805) was the widow of Thomas Taggart — who was born in Ireland in
1728 and emigrated to Philadelphia, where he married Mary Vanderbilt. The Taggarts came to
Northumberland in 1774, settling at the corner of Queen and Front streets, about the same time
that Mary’s relatives, the Vanderbilts, came to Mahoning township, near present Danville. A
merchant and innkeeper, Thomas died had died in 1788.

** The Northumberland “meeting house” is mentioned by both Colbert and Asbury, who says it
was “a meeting house owned by the Methodists and used also for school purposes.” As there is
no record of the Methodists owning any property until they erected a church in 1819, the exact
location of this structure is not known. The Taggart family owned several properties in
Northumberland, any one of which, including a lot assessed for a period “with house unfinished”
owned by their son-in-law William Bonham, may well have served as a “meeting house.”

“The Sunbury Court House in which Colbert preached was not the future log court house
erected on Market Square in 1796. It was a stone and brick building on the south side of Market
Street used as both the jail and the court house.

a Stephen Fields lived in White Deer Hole Valley, which extends westward from the
Susquehanna River at present Allenwood.

*? John and Caleb Farley came from Hunterdon County NJ in 1787. They built a cabin on White
Deer Hole Creek and later erected the area’s first grist mill, near the mouth of White Deer Hole
Creek, at the very edge of the present village of Allenwood. Shortly after they arrived here, they
contributed toward the establishment of the Buffalo Cross Roads Presbyterian Church and are
listed among the first who gave to this project. That was the nearest house of worship for many
years. John stayed here until 1800 and then went back to New Jersey. He came back to White
Deer Hole Creek for a visit in 1822 and died here. He is buried in the family cemetery along the
hillside overlooking the site of the mill.

Francis Asbury has visited in the home of Mindurt Farley in “Germantown”, the present
Oldwick in Hunterdon County NJ, and started preaching there in July 1782. He refers to the
Farleys on numerous occasions during his visitations to New Jersey. Mindurt Farley is the father
of John and Caleb.

This visit of Colbert is the first such recorded here. Parriott and Browning may have started
the work the previous year, but they left no such record. One historian says that Parriott had no
preaching place between Northumberland and Amariah Sutton’s [Williamsport]. This became a
regular preaching place and a class existed here for at least thirty years. Caleb Farley was a class
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Wednesday 18 — | preached at Joshua Whitets | Corinthians 6:19b-20.
Thursday 19 — | preached at Peter KunKfetsm 1l Corinthians 13:5.
Friday 20 — | preached at Amariah Suttdhn | Thessalonians 5:17.
Saturday 21 — | rode to Richard Manniri§’s

Sunday 22 — | preached at Richard Manning’s orals8R:17, and in the
afternoon at Pine Cre&ki heard a Presbyterian for the first time. Heagteed on

leader, and “Farley’s” is mentioned regularly in the stewards’ books of Northumberland and
Lycoming circuits. Caleb was licensed as an exhorter, and probably as a local preacher.

In 1801, Bishop Newcomer of the United Brethren Church, while holding a Quarterly
Conference at Dreisbach’s in Union County, mentions that he and another United Brethren
preacher spoke “after which brother Farley, a Methodist, spoke in English.”

** Joshua White was one of the first settlers on the east side of the West Branch of the
Susquehanna, living “north of the Muncy Hills,” probably about where the town of Muncy now
stands. He is listed as one of the June 1778 petitioners to the Supreme Council of the Colony for
relief from the Indians. He left with the “Runaway” of 1778, presumably back to New Jersey, but
returned when it was safe to do so.

Indication that he was a Methodist local preacher comes from the diary of Baptist preacher
Thomas Smiley [see Now and Then, quarterly magazine of the Muncy Historical Society, July
1960, page 277]: “There was at least one Baptist in Muncy prior to the American Revolution. This
person was a woman named Mrs. Anna White...Her husband was a local Methodist preacher.”
Joshua and Anna are assumed to be the parents of Alward White, who preached at
Northumberland in June 1793 and was admitted on trial in October 1793. Joshua White died in
the spring of 1793, and in June 1793 Colbert refers to “the widow White.”

* peter Kunkle was born in Germany in 1744 and came to America with his family at the age of 5.
One of the pioneers of Fairfield township, Lycoming County, he was among the first members of
the early class that later developed into the Montoursville congregation. The Kunkle school-
house served for years as an appointment on the Lycoming circuit. Peter Kunkle died in 1814.

* A native of England, Amariah Sutton came from New Jersey as early as 1770 and built a double
log house near where the Lycoming Creek empties into the Susquehanna River. Richard Parriott
is said to have organized the first class here, probably in 1791 — although he may have organized
it in 1790 on his first tour of exploration while he was one of the preachers on the Little York
circuit. In 1776 Sutton deeded a tract of land from the eastern side of his farm for church and
cemetery purposes. A log chapel was erected there in 1806, the society of which later rebuilt on
Pine Street. The site of the log chapel was later reclaimed by Methodism, and the Calvary
Methodist Episcopal church building, now the Cathedral Apartments, was erected there in 1930.
*® Richard Manning is credited with laying out the town of Jersey Shore. His father Reuben
Manning, credited with being the first white settler on “the long island near Pine Creek,” had
come from Essex County NJ about 1783. Tradition has it that the Irish settlers in Nippenose
Valley derided the location and called it “Jersey Shore.”

The fact that Colbert stayed at Manning’s and preached there at this time raises an interesting
guestion — since James Bailey, the class leader at Sutton’s is said to have lived in the vicinity. It
could be that the Mannings had accommodations the Baileys could not provide, or it could be
that Colbert was reaching out in an evangelistic strategy since the Baileys were already “in the
fold.”



1792: Northumberland Circuit 17

Matthew 5:48. He is an able speaker but couldonb(Calvinistic like) speak
against sinless perfection. When he had don@dgeded on to Dunnstoffrand
preached on Ezekiel 18:27.

Monday 23 — | preached at John Hamiltéhtn | John 5:3. Here is but little
prospect of good being done.

Tuesday 24 — | preached at Philip Ant8sn Matthew 13:3. After meeting |
visited a man that was wounded by a wooden pit&hfoat he ran up under his
short ribs along with part of his shirt.

Wednesday 25 — | preached at Henry Benn’s on Mat6&0.
Thursday 26 — | rode to Marsdorrand lodged at Henry Dixorrsnear Juniata.

* The Pine Creek Presbyterian Church was organized in 1792. The first pastor was Rev. Grier,
who was likely the preacher Colbert heard that day. The following incident (from J.F. Meginness’
Historical Journal, Vol. |, page 309), which occurred just a month before Colbert’s visit, indicates
some of the underlying Methodist-Presbyterian tensions: In the spring of 1792 he [Grier] was
sent as a missionary to the West and North Branches of the Susquehanna River, by the
Presbytery of Carlisle, as far as Albany and Ticonderoga...He rode to Lycoming, now Newberry,
June 22" and lodged with a Mr. Hepburn. On the 24" he preached there. Finding a man who
was going to what was called Pine Creek Station, he sent by him that he would be there to
preach to them on the next Sabbath... The congregation was so small that Mr. Grier felt
surprised and discouraged. On enquiring of them after the services why there were so few
people at the preaching, he was told that the man by whom he sent word of his coming was
known to be a Methodist, and the people supposed that it was a Methodist minister who was to
preach, whom they did not want to hear.”

*® Dunnstown was known as Dunnsburg at this time, and is so named in Colbert’s journal. The
Chronicle uses the modern name of the town.

*In 1786 John Hamilton was a resident of Pine Creek township, Northumberland County, of
which this entire region was then a part, assessed for 75 acres of land. His property was likely
near present Mill Hall. Colbert states later [10/17/1793] that he lived on Bald Eagle Creek.

>0 Philip Antes was known as the founder of Methodism in the Bald Eagle Valley. He came here
with his family in 1787, and as soon as his cabin was under roof he organized a Methodist class of
six members — on his own, before the arrival of any circuit riders. Philip was the son of Colonel
Henry Antes, builder and namesake of Antes Fort in the Nippenose Valley. Henry was the son of
“Pious Henry” Antes, Moravian lay minister of Philadelphia County — and friend of George
Whitefield, who preached from his porch to great multitudes in the 1740’s. The entire family
was very devout, but Philip was the only member of this distinguished family known to be a
Methodist.

A marker in front of the Curtin Church reads: “In memory of Philip and Susanna Antes, in
whose log cabin near here the first Methodist Episcopal Society in the territory of Center County,
of the Little York and Juniata Circuits, was formed in 1787 by Rev. David Combs, Circuit Rider.”
The short-lived (1784-86) Juniata circuit was re-combined with Little York in 1786. Despite what
the marker says, it is likely the Benn class was formally organized before the Antes class. For an
account of David Combs, see the 2013 volume of The Chronicle, pages 12-17.
> The Marsdons mentioned here are not of the Bald Eagle Valley, although a pioneer family of
that name lived there. This family lived in the Juniata Valley, southwest of Lewistown.
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Friday 27 — | preached at Marsdon’s on John 8 B2 house was full and the
people behaved well. After preaching, Marsdon Rixtn called me upstairs,
informing me that they should be glad that preagltiould be continued among
them and insisted on my taking two dollats.

Saturday 28 — | called at Henry Collins’, whereatlHost my horse, to pay them
for the trouble they had in bringing him to me. efé | found William Clingarf,
who left the Methodists and joined the Baptiststfa sake of ordination and
getting what the people would give him, with whoimad sharp contests. |
proceeded on to Benjamin Philips’.

Sunday 29 — | preached at the widow My&reh Acts 17:11. Here for telling the
people they must live without sin, | so offendeldrasbyterian that he got up,
called his wife, and away he went.

Monday 30 — | called at Hugh Gwynr’sand got them to consent to receive
preaching. | rode on to Hugh McWhortets.

Tuesday 31 — | spent the day in Northumberland.
Wednesday, August 1, 1792 — | read in Volume Il of Fletcher’s works.

Thursday 2 — | rode to Edwards Crawford’s and greddn the evening on
Hebrews 11:24-26.

> Henry Dixon was the nearest neighbor to the Marsdons. In 1879, John Marsdon and Elias M.
Dixon were still neighbors on these same farms which their grandfathers settled as pioneers.

> Methodist itinerants were not to be paid directly, but through the circuit stewards. This was
not a regular preaching place on the circuit — and while the boundaries of the circuits were not
well-defined, the territory southwest of Lewistown was probably considered outside the territory
of Northumberland circuit and within the territory of Huntingdon circuit. This may be why the
funds were offered.

>* Colbert had noted in Abingdon MD on November 28, 1791, that “this night a local preacher —
William Clingan — withdrew from the Methodist connection” and that “I did what lay in my power
to persuade him not to give place to the temptation of the devil.” Now, at this July 1792
meeting, William Clingan was an elder of the Baptist Church who had been sent by the
Philadelphia Baptists Association into this section of the state to preach the gospel and organize
churches. InJune 1794 Clingan was one of the organizers of the Shamokin Valley Baptist Church,
near Snydertown, with land for a church building and cemetery given by Edward Wilkinson [see
the note for 6/15/1792].

> Benjamin Philips was a resident of what is now Beaver township in Snyder County. On this trip
Colbert did not cross Shade Mountain into Juniata County, but headed east through the Middle
Creek valley of Snyder County. The Methodists did not succeed well in Snyder County, although
the “German Methodists” of the Evangelical and United Brethren denominations did. Colbert did
not travel through this valley again while on the Northumberland circuit.

*® There were several Myers families at that time in present Beaver township, Snyder County.

" Hugh Gwynn (1735-1806) lived in what is now Penn township, Snyder County.

> Hugh McWhorter lived on a 200 acre farm in Point township, Northumberland County.
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Friday 3 — | have ridden about 30 miles and predcthese times: a funeral of a
child on Amos 4:12, at Thomas Rees’ on Proverb§,3aB8night at
Northumberland on 1l Corinthians 12:15.

Saturday 4 — | rode to William Pegg’s and preaahedsaiah 55:6-7. | preached
to Joseph Ogden’s. | fell into conversation witBalvinist in principle who said
that it was the will of God that David should conadlultery and murder.
Calvinism must certainly be the most damnable doetwpon the face of the
globe.

Sunday 5 — | preached at Joseph Ogden’s on | Bgi8yand in the afternoon at
Berwick from Hebrews 2:3 on “How shall we escapeéfneglect so great
salvation.”

Monday 6 — | visited a family of the Meads’ and ywd with them. They appear
to be open to receive the word of truth.

Tuesday 7 — | preached for the first time in Cassaj to a company of well-
behaved people under a shed, from Amos 6:1 on “Mvib@ them that are at ease
in Zion.” In this little town a woman treated méhvkindness. She told me that
she had heard the Methodists were a strange kipdagle, that they carried
knives about them to fight the devil. | lodgedsamuel Boon's? | was
permitted to go to prayer. | had to kneel alone.

Wednesday 8 — This morning at Boon'’s they profess¢do have prayer in their
family. | rode to William Cox’s and preached orrtpat Luke 10:42, and in the
afternoon at King’s | preached on Mark 1:15. Hes¥e some, | am told, that had
never heard a Methodist.

Thursday 9 — | exhorted a few people at old Mr.rGar

Friday 10 — | preached at old Mr. Wilkinson’s onid4.:15 and rode to
Northumberland.

Saturday 11 — | spend the day at Northumberland.

Sunday 12 — | preached in the forenoon at Northulaibé on Revelation 3:18,
and in the afternoon at Sunbury on | Peter 4:1&reHi visited the prisoners in
Sunbury. There appear to be some marks of peeiienene of them.

Armstrond” is in for a rape. Disbufyand Ackman are in for dishonesty. At

>° Samuel Boon was one of the first settlers at Catawissa. He was a Quaker from Exeter and one
of the founders of the Catawissa Meeting. His grandson, Aaron Boon, became a prominent
Methodist in Catawissa.

% william Armstrong was under sentence of death, and the sentence was soon to be carried out.
He was executed by hanging on November 15, 1792.

® Joe Disbury was one of the most notorious criminals in the history of Northumberland County.
He received the following sentence in Sunbury in 1784: “39 lashes between the hours of 8 and 9
tomorrow, stand in the pillory one hour, have his ears cut off and nailed to the post, that he be
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night | preached at Northumberland on Matthew 25:llBave cause to be
thankful that | have some satisfaction in speakouay.

Monday 13 — This morning John Farley sent for mpraach at his wife’s
funeral®® | went and preached on Revelation 14:13.

Tuesday 14 — | exhorted at John Farley’s to a feapfe. At night | preached at
Peter Hasting&® to more than | expected, considering the showeaiaf with a
good deal of satisfaction on Mark 1:15.

Wednesday 15 — | preached at White’s on | Petef,&dd in the afternoon at
Joseph Hall'¥ on Il Corinthians 5:2.

Thursday 16 — | preached at Peter Kunkle’s on Jaines.
Friday 17 — | preached at Amariah Sutton’s, Lycagnion Revelation 3:18.

Saturday 18 — | rode from Lycoming to Martin Ree§2up Pine Creek among
the spurs of the Allegheny mountains, and preath@darge congregation of
willing hearers for such a mountainous romanticelan Matthew 18:3. |
returned to Richard Manning’s near the Island tgt

Sunday 19 — | preached at Richard Manning’s on Matk at 11, and at
Dunnstown on Mark 16:15-16. | have cause to bekfuhthat | had liberty in
speaking at both places.

imprisoned 3 months and pay a fine of 30 pounds to the President of the State for the use of the
Government.” It is likely that sheriff Henry Antes, the father of Philip Antes, had to carry out
these orders.

By 1792 Disbury was an incorrigible thief and was serving a 21 year sentence — from which he
is said to have come back into the community “as merry as a cricket” and continuing to steal
whenever he had the chance. So far as we know, he never reformed and is not named among
the Methodist converts.

%2 The death date for Mrs. Farley is not known. Necessity dictated that the custom in those days
was to bury the deceased shortly after death and have the funeral the next time the circuit rider
came around. As the Farley burying ground was not established at this time, the burial likely
took place on the family farm. If there ever was a marker, it has not survived. Farley later left
the area and returned to New Jersey, where he brought up a second family of considerable size.
He died, however, in Allenwood in 1822 and is buried in the family burying ground there.

% peter Hasting was a resident of Black Hole Valley, near present Montgomery PA.

o Joseph Hall’s stone house is still standing, just east of the Hall Cemetery, at Hall’s Station,
between Muncy and Montoursville.

® Martin Reese lived at this time on the west bank of Pine Creek, several miles from where it
empties into the Susquehanna. By 1803 he had moved to the upper end of the borough of Jersey
Shore and became part of that town’s lore as the resident to whom Esther McDowell, the
“female imposter”, appeared with her claim of having been beaten and robbed.
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Monday 20 — | preached at John McFadd®mws Matthew 22:4 and rode to John
Hamilton’s in the afternoon. Here the unhappy sdl&t were joined together in
in society | fear are going to ruin.

Tuesday 21 — | preached at Hamilton’s on John 13t3t&d no desire to meet the
class, so disordered are they; therefore, | omitted

Wednesday 22 — | preached at Philip Antes’ on gfalit Corinthians 2:16: “To
one we are a savor of death unto death, and totkiae of life unto life.”

Thursday 23 — | preached at a new place, the Lohdods, at Hugh
Hamilton’s"” on Mark 16:15-16. | rode to Henry Benn'’s.

Friday 24 — | spent the day readiAgpasio Vindicateff

Saturday 25 — | have gotten through Mr. Herv&mok containing 450 pages.
To me it has been like a long and tedious journegeems that | might compare
myself to one, while reading, going through an eyisfand — traveling sword in
hand. Nevertheless, | think this book has beamsefto me, giving me to see the
subtlety of Calvinism.

Sunday 26 — | preached at Henry Benn’s on | Pétef,4and in the afternoon in
the woods near General Potté¥sn Il Corinthians 5:20. On my way home with
James Potter, a good-humored Presbyterian felltnme. As we were riding
together, he pointed to a large tree by the robahach some of the limbs were
dead, saying that we might learn something froomth&nowing in part that he
wanted to talk about religion, | observed to hiratttihe limbs were once alive —
and he said, yes. | told him they would neveifeodgain — and he said, no. |
told him they were once alive, and this he agreedrnd that they were now fit

% At this time John McFadden (1748-1834) lived near Dunnstown. Earlier, he had lived near the
mouth of Pine Creek. In the first decade of the 1800’s he moved to western Pennsylvania,
probably as part of the migration inspired by the Mead family.

*1n 1786 Hugh Hamilton was living in what is now Bald Eagle township, Clinton County. In 1792
he is living on “the London Lands.” The London Land Company extended from Half Moon Valley
into present Patton township, Centre County. For many years the settlers thereon were in
litigation over their rights. This was likely the westernmost preaching point on Northumberland
circuit, and it was soon taken over by Huntingdon circuit.

68 Aspasio Vindicated is a follow-up to the author’s earlier Theron and Aspasio. Both are rambling
theological books on a variety of topics presented as the ideas of two fictional characters, Theron
and Aspasio.

& English clergyman and writer James Hervey (1714-1758) was a member of John Wesley’s Holy
Club and sympathetic to Methodism. He ultimately, however, adopted a more Calvinistic point
of view and remained in the Anglican Church.

7% General James Potter owned 1200 acres near present Potter’s Mills. A Presbyterian, he gave
the land for the West Penns Valley Presbyterian Church, in whose burying ground his body lies.
He died in 1789, and it was his son James Jr. who hosted Colbert
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for nothing but to be burned — this he could ndtdmknowledge. And so we
parted in friendship, without any religious conteosy.

Monday 27 — | rode to Robert Howe'’s.
Tuesday 28 — | preached at Edward Crawford’s om 1@h20.

Wednesday 29 — | preached at a school house neandahBarber’s in Buffalo
Valley on Mark 16:15-16, and in the afternoon diridd@hompson’s on Colossians
4:2. Here lay the woman of the house dangerousiyth flux. | lodged with
Benjamin Thompson, son of John Thompson.

Thursday 30 — This morning | visited old Mrs. Thaup and found her better. |
prayed with the family and left them. | preachédla Reily’s on Psalm 1, and
in the afternoon at Thomas Rees’ on Matthew 1524-2

Friday 31 — | preached at William Search’s on Pshlin2.

Saturday, September 1, 1792 — | preached at William Pegg’s on Il Timothy
3:12. From thence | rode to Joseph Ogden’s.

Sunday 2 — | preached at Joseph Ogden’s on pMatihew 6:13 — “Deliver us
from evil” — and in the afternoon in Berwick onGbrinthians 13:5. | have had
but little liberty in preaching my last three semso

Monday 3 — | see this morning that | have done Wioaight not to have done. |
have lain awake all night, almost, conversing aitmari” in Berwick of some
information on subjects in moral and natural plojasy and divinity. And truly
my spirit was grieved this day when | heard th&t gerson had made too free
with strong liquor. | preached at night at HenrglMk’s’® on Matthew 25:10. |
thank God that | have felt something more at Ijpénan | have for three times
past.

' The schoolhouse near Barber’s was the first erected in what is now Union County. Robert
Barber built a saw mill on his property near White Springs in 1791. In 1792 he was the Justice of
the Peace for this area.
72 This person was Isaac Holloway, the son-in-law of Amos Park of Salem, Luzerne County.
Holloway was the first school teacher in Berwick. Bishop Asbury preached at his house the next
year. Holloway seemed to have been a problem to Colbert. He was well educated, but not very
well disciplined.
> The Melick family came from Hunterdon County NJ and settled near Espy. Henry Melick (1755-
1834) settled near Light Street and was instrumental in the founding of that congregation. His
grandson Justus A. Melick (1823-1886) was a pastor in the Central Pennsylvania Conference.
Henry was a brother to Peter Melick (1752-1830), who married a Rachel Clingman. In 1778
Peter Melick lived below Espy and his house was burned by Indians, causing the family to escape
to Fort Wheeler. Contrary to what Charles Berkheimer states, this is not the Peter Melick (1758-
1818) in Northumberland County who married Susanna Egbert — daughter of Nicholas Egbert, in
whose New Jersey home Asbury visited and preached in 1782.
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Tuesday 4 — | preached at Catawissa Mill on palt @brinthians 6:19-20. | was
enabled to cry aloud. God grant that some mayadkaned. They in this place
seem to be possessed of a friendly spirit. | lddgeThomas Clayton'§. It

grieves me to see the Quakers, a people profegsutiess, so much opposed to
family prayer. However, they allowed me to prayhe family — but they did not
kneel with me.

Wednesday 5 — | preached at William Cox’s. O haml put to it sometimes to
get a passage of Scripture to speak upon. Thi$ siagke from part of Luke
15:2: “This man receiveth sinners.” A good margyst in class meeting, two
men and a woman joined.

Thursday 6 — | lectured at old Mr. Carr’s from firet twenty verses of the fourth
chapter of Mark.

Friday 7 — | preached at old friend Wilkinson’slbiorinthians 4:7. What a pity
it is, that such a good old man as friend Wilkinggpears to be, should have his
mind poisoned with Calvinisr?.

Saturday 8 — | rode to Sunbury in order to speaknman, William Armstrong,
under sentence of death. When | got there, a &gptacher was just going to
preach. | heard him, after which he spoke to tisoper, who is in a wretched
state. | asked him if he could forgive his prosecsi He said, “No.” | told him
he could not have forgiveness if he could not. [So the Baptist preacher told
him. The Baptist preacher prayed with him.

Sunday 9 — | preached in Northumberland on Hebdvs4, and in the afternoon
on revelation 3:20. The sheriff Flavel R&3imterrupted me twice. First, when |

’* Catawissa was still largely a Quaker settlement. Thomas Clayton was one of the earliest of this
sect to settle in the area, moving to the Fishing Creek area, where Bloomsburg is now located,
prior to the Revolutionary War. In 1783, after returning from the Great Runaway of 1778,
Clayton moved to Catawissa.

7> Both the Baptists and the Presbyterians built churches within sight of Edward Wilkinson’s
home within two years of this date — and Wilkinson gave the land for the Baptist Church and
cemetery. It was probably his interest in this project that disturbed Colbert.

’® Commissioned sheriff of Northumberland County on October 18, 1791, Flavel Roan was one of
the most colorful personalities of his day in this region. He came to these parts from Lancaster
PA, where his father was a minister, likely Presbyterian, who had come from Ireland. He moved
here about the same time as his sister, Mrs. William Clingan (wife the one-time Methodist, and
now Baptist, preacher) settled in what is now Kelly Cross Roads, Union County.

Roan was one of the most literate men in the territory and taught school a number of terms.
He resided at Lewisburg, or Derrsburg as it was then called, and kept an extensive diary that has
been partially preserved and reprinted by various historical societies. One of the early members
of the Buffalo Cross Roads Presbyterian Church, he died in Lewisburg and was buried in the Old
Presbyterian Cemetery there — now the site of the First Presbyterian Church of Lewisburg. When
the cemetery was cleared for the church building, Roan’s was one of the few graves that were
not disturbed. His body now lies under the front steps of the present building.
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had quoted | Corinthians 1:21, he said, “Therenisaolishness in preaching.” |
told him it was Scripture. He said he did notéedi it. |1told him | could find it.

| did, and | read it to the congregation. Sevgadlup and went out of the court
house. This seemed to cut him. He told me toggdcand that he would not
interrupt me. | proceeded, but he was not as gsdus word for long. He soon
interrupted me, and, unfortunately for him, hefinipted me when | was quoting
Scripture. Seeing this troublesome drunken foallmot be quiet, | thought it
best to conclude as soon as | could. After preaghhis same drunken sheriff
requested me to speak to the prisoners — whicth, laghid | found poor Armstrong
hardened and insensible of his danger. At niglmeached again in
Northumberland on Revelation 22:11.

Monday 10 — | spend part of the day in Northumbet|aand in the afternoon |
rode 6 or 7 miles to brother Vandervoorts.

Tuesday 11 — | exhorted at John Farley’s, anderafternoon | preached at
Abraham Swisher’§ in Black Hole on Revelation 3:20.

Wednesday 12 — | preached at Joshua White’s oni@Zk?27, and in the
afternoon at Joseph MaléSbn Acts 3:19. Here John Mitcheltree kept me in
conversation till late bedtime, and the next magrtit | went off to preaching. |
see my want of watchfulness. Lord, forgive me whdnave let one word drop
contrary to thy will.

Thursday 13 — | preached at Jeremiah Tallnf4is Matthew 25:12-13.
Friday 14 — | returned to Joseph White’s.

To Methodists, Roan is notable as the author of the deed of the Beaver Memorial Church —in
which he traces the title back through the original patentees to the Penns, through the Penns to
the Six Nations, and on back to Adam and Eve, and Almighty God. Colbert apparently saw him at
his worst. He was well-versed in Scripture and was a respected leader during his lifetime.

" The Vandervoorts did not remain in the area. On December 17, 1792, while on the Tioga
circuit, Colbert called on “my old friend Vandervoort” near present Elmira NY.

’® Abraham Swisher was a farmer in Black Hole Valley, between Montgomery and Muncy.

7 Joseph Males was then living near present Montoursville. He was probably the immigrant Irish
ancestor of the Maley family of the Loyalsock Valley, several of whom were active Methodists at
Barbours.

% Jeremiah Tallman was a farmer in what is now Fairfield township, Lycoming County. He had a
son, Jeremiah Jr., who was the first boot and shoe maker of any note in the borough of
Williamsport, opening his business about 1799 in a frame shop on the northwest corner of Third
and Pine Streets. Jeremiah Tallman was one of the trustees of the first chapel at Sutton’s, and
also of the first church on Pine Street. He was one of four stewards of the Northumberland
circuit in 1802, and he served in that capacity for many years on the Lycoming circuit. The hat of
Jeremiah Tallman and the bonnet of his wife are catalogued in the Muncy Historical Society’s
collections as “the Quaker [sic] hat and bonnet of Jeremiah Tallman and his wife” and are
excellent examples of what was worn by devout Methodists of that time.
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Saturday 15 — Our quarterly meeting began at Joghite’s today. Nelson
Reed” preached a sermon on | John 2:17, which | heaifd as much satisfaction
as any | ever heard him preach. John Hill gavexdortation after him. Then
they administered the Sacrament. This was whaegsbought strange — that the
Sacrament should be administered on Saturday.

Sunday 16 — Nelson Reed preached from Romans @&ti2John Hill concluded
the meeting with prayer. Afterwards | rode throdigé rain to Peter Kunkle’s.

Monday 17 — | rode to the Big Islaffdand preached at night on John 13:17.

Tuesday 18 — Through a mistake, instead of goirpblm Hamilton’s to preach
agreeable to appointment, | went to one Wilsgtits Nittany Valley where | have
to preach tomorrow. However, | proceeded to Hami#t and preached to a few
people by the light of pine knot from Matthew 24.:44

Wednesday 19 — | preached at Wilson’s on Acts aridintended to go to Philip
Antes’ — but | was prevented by the rain. And sad not a very agreeable time
while at Mr. Wilson’s, tho’ they treated me well.

Thursday 20 — It is a very cold, wet morning. #sasurprising to see so much
snow on the ground at this season of the year. lifities of the peach trees broke,
large limbs broke down off the oaks, and saplingst lacross the road. It began
to snow last night before we went to bed. | waritaf my way by Lamb¥ to
Philip Antes’.

Friday 21 — | preached at Hugh Hamilton’s on | @thvians 6:19-20 and on.

® Nelson Reed was the presiding elder, now designated district superintendent. Reed and John
Hill, the senior pastor on the circuit, administered the Sacrament as Colbert would not be
ordained elder until November 6™ in Baltimore.

¥ The Big Island is the one just downstream from present Lock Haven. The preaching was
probably at Dunnstown, although it may actually have been on the island at what became Liberty
appointment.

® These Wilsons lived in the vicinity of the present village of Salona, although there were other
Wilsons that lived up the valley nearer top the Nittany post office. The Wilsons at Salona are
credited with selecting the name for the place. The story is as follows: “In the first issue of The
Christian Advocate was an article on foreign missions in which the name of Salonika, a city in
Turkey, occurred. This was seen by Mrs. Samuel Wilson on the day preceding the meeting... and
she suggested the propriety of giving the town this name. Mr. Wilson proposed the name at the
meeting, and it was unanimously adopted, with a slight modification.” Brothers Henry Wilson
(1826-1881), and James T. Wilson (1834-1890) are descendants of these Wilsons who became
pastors in the Central Pennsylvania Conference.

¥ The Lambs were early landholders where Bellefonte now stands. They also owned tracts of
land near Hecla. It appears that the snow led Colbert to go “out of his way” and take the Nittany
Creek gap through Bald Eagle mountain (the gap through which 1-80 now passes) instead of a
more direct route over the mountain.
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Saturday 22 — | went to one Sackett’s to preadieretwere but a few. One of
the neighbors could not come, tho’ she was closealse she had to bake. | tried
to preach to them on Matthew 18:3.

Sunday 23 — | preached at Henry Benn’s on Revel&idl, and in the afternoon
at Potter’s mill on Proverbs 14:32 to more peopéntthere were at Benn'’s.

Monday 24 — | preached with a degree of libertyra Franci¢® at Bush Valley
from Revelation 23:17. | believe some here reakihe word in love, but at the
same time | could perceive that others were vesgnsible and stupidly taking
snuff at the time of prayéP.

Tuesday 25 — | preached at Edward Crawford’s or Rid after which | visited a
young Dutchman that | believe is not long for thisrld. The people in this place
evidence a love for our preaching. | think if tHeyed our discipline as well, that
it would be well for them.

Wednesday 26 — | preached at a schoolhouse nelaeBain Buffalo Valley on
Acts 3:19, and in the afternoon at John Thompson'Matthew 18:19-20. After
preaching to them, brother Hill joined 7 or 8 tdgtin a little society when he
was here last — and then he preached to as margythairstayed in.

Thursday 27 — | preached at Reily’s on Ezekiel 7dhd in the afternoon |
exhorted at Thomas Rees’.

Friday 28 — | preached at William Search’s on Is&dl0-11.

Saturday 29 — | preached at William Pegg’s on Matth:6 and rode to Joseph
Ogden’s.

Sunday 30 — | preached at Ogden’s on Matthew 5iéjrathe afternoon exhorted
at Berwick. |lodged at Christian Bowman'’s.

¥ Thisis a family who came from Washington County MD and changed their name from

“Francis” to “Frank”. John Frank and his wife were members of the Lutheran Church in Brush
valley as early as 1794. Philip Frank (1757-1830), formerly Philip Francis, lived in Haines township
in 1793. Brush Valley was predominantly German and fertile ground for the Evangelical
Association, but the Methodists did have a preaching appointment there for a good many years —
and even a building at one time in Smullton (1896-1934). James D. Frank, the g-g-g-g-g-grandson
of Philip is the author of “The 1894 Evangelical Association Split in Clinton County’s Sugar Valley”
in the 1994 volume of The Chronicle, pages 63-72.

¥ Colbert’s reference to those who were insensible and stupid recalls the final word of a
Lutheran pastor in his last sermon to this congregation in Brush Valley. The much publicized and
often quoted remark about the lack of intelligence among his members was made by the Rev.
Yost Henry Fries as follows: “Money rules the world, and ignorance rules Brush Valley.”
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Monday, October 1, 1792 — | preached at night on Matthew 5:4. Here |
displeased some in speaking against whiskey dgndird stilling®”

Tuesday 2 — | preached at Catawissa on Amos 4:tt2lnverty.

Wednesday 3 — | preached at James Egbert’s on &atv and joined 8 persons
in society. | felt happy in preaching to thesepgedoday.

Thursday 4 — | preached at Mr. Carr’s on Matthe@ &nd in the afternoon |
exhorted at Jacob Depew'’s.

Friday 5 — | preached at old friend Wilkinson’s mart of Acts 16:30 — “What
must | do to be saved” — and in the afternoonitedsthe prisoners in Sunbury
jail. They appear a little more humble.

Saturday 6 — | spent the day in Northumberland.

Sunday 7 — In the forenoon | preached at Northutabdron Ezekiel 18:27.
Monday 8 — | rode to Thomas Rees’.

Tuesday 9 — | preached at John Farley’s on Ez&BiQ7.

Wednesday 10 — | preached at Joshua White’'s on1&c80, and in the afternoon
at Joshua Hall's on Matthew 5:40.

Thursday 11 — | preached at Peter Kunkle’s on Maith:1-16.

Friday 12 — | preached at Amariah Sutton’s on Rati@h 3:2-5. There was a
hard rain today.

Saturday 13 — | rode as far as Pine Creek todaydaud not get across to Abel
Reese’s, and so | was obliged to return. | lodgigd Thomas Forst&f on an
island in the West Branch of the Susquehanna ctiledlong Island® The skies
tonight were red and flaming.

Sunday 14 — | preached at Mr. Manning’s on Johi @2h liberty. |rode to
Dunnstown in the afternoon and preached on Act30L6:“What must | do to be
saved” — and lodged with Ananias McFadd&n.

& Stilling was the principal means of getting cash for grain crops in the days when there were no
roads on which to haul the grain to market. Hence, any attack on the practice was an attack
upon the common method of making a living. This appears to have been a hot issue in the area —
see the 11/26/1792 footnote on William Bonham.

¥ Thomas Forster was one of the most illustrious of the Revolutionary War officers residing in
the West Branch Valley.

8 Long Island is across from present Jersey Shore — and distinct from Great Island, by Lock Haven,
across from present Dunnstown.

% Ananias McFadden (1756-1810) was a brother to the previously mentioned John McFadden.
He, too, later moved to western Pennsylvania.
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Monday 15 — | returned back as far as Amariah &igtat Lycoming.

Tuesday 16 — | lodged with McWhorter’s after a lgite from Lycoming to
within about 2 miles of Northumberland.

Wednesday 17 — John Hill, James Campbalhd myself met in Northumberland.
John Hill preached, Campbell and | gave exhortati@ach of us after him.

Thursday 18 — We took our farewell to Northumbedland got as far as Samuel
Osborne’s, where people were waiting to hear piagchJohn Hill gave them an
exhortation.

Friday 19 — We rode from Osborne’s to Levi Owenlames Campbell preached
for us.

Saturday 20 — We rode to Carlisle.

Sunday 21 — We spent the day in Carlisle. Thisrfoon John Hill preached; in
the afternoon, James Campbell. John parted wittetes At night | preached on
Proverbs 23:26.

Monday 22 — We traveled all day and lodged at a&Butn’s at night.

[The rest of the journey to the annual conferemcAmnapolis is beyond the
bounds of the Susquehanna Conference. We comtittuéhe conclusion of the
annual conference.]

Tuesday 30 — This morning Bishop Asbury ordainedniés Bell, John Childs (a
local pastor) and me to the office of deacon inGherch. At night Joseph
Cromwell preached, and | expect gave general aatieh.

Wednesday 31 — James Campbell, Morris H&imhn Ragati and myself set

off from Annapolis to Baltimore, and had a very darous passage over the
Patapsco. An easterly wind setting up the rivieseicha very high sea — insomuch
that it was with difficulty our horses, four or &un number, could keep on their
legs. There was a fox hunter in the boat — whasmt got very sick with the

! James Campbell (1760-1840) was coming from the neighboring Wyoming Circuit, where he had
been serving since 1791. According to the General Minutes, he had originally been assigned to
serve with Colbert on Northumberland circuit in 1792 — but he apparently remained on Wyoming
circuit while John Hill (who according to the General Minutes had been assigned to Tioga circuit
in 1792) served with Colbert.

*> Morris Howe (1765-1843) was a respected elder in the Baltimore Conference. He retired from
the active work in 1817 and is the father of Wesley Howe (1802-1869) of the Central
Pennsylvania Conference. He was the son-in-law of Samuel Osborne of Turkey Valley, a favorite
Northumberland circuit host of Colbert, and that may have been the connection for them to
travel together. Morris Howe later moved to Ohio and is buried there.

* John Ragan (c1760-1796) was a native of Ireland who came to American soon after the peace
of 1783. Like Colbert, he was admitted on trial between conferences — as he does not appear in
the 1789 General Minutes, but the 1790 General Minutes list him as “continuing on trial.”
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motion of the heavy sea that ran, and he puked mtichwever, we were
mercifully preserved and rode in to Baltimore teaening and heard Ira Efifs
preach on part of Amos 7:5 — “By whom shall Jacageafor he is small.”
Campbell, Howe and myself lodged at a Dutch frierinl the name of Baltzer
Shaffer’”® where we were treated with kindness.

[This concludes Colbert’s service on Northumberlairduit. The next section
begins with the General Conference of 1792 and &6¥new assignment to
Tioga circuit.]

**Ira Ellis (1761-1841) first appears in the General Minutes in 1782, where he is listed as being
“continued on trial” (having been admitted on trial between the conferences of 1781 and 1782
and sent to Mecklenburg circuit) and assigned with Caleb Boyer to Pittsylvania VA. His first
cousin once-removed to Reuben Ellis (1752-1796) was also an itinerant and the two of them
appear in the famous sketch of Bishop Asbury’s 1784 ordination. The Ellis chapel on Sussex
circuit was the site of the 1782, 1783 and 1784 conferences. It was Ira Ellis that Asbury
appointed to take James O’Kelly’s place as presiding elder in southern Virginia when the latter
broke from the connection at the General Conference which began the very next day —
November 1m 1792. Asbury wrote the following about Ira Ellis: Ira Ellis is a man of quick and
solid parts. | have often thought that had fortune given him the same advantages of education,
he would have displayed abilities not inferior to a Jefferson or a Madison. But he has, in an
eminent degree, something better than learning-- he has undissembled sincerity, great modesty,
deep fidelity, great ingenuity, and uncommon power of reasoning. His English schooling has been
good: he is a good arithmetician, and expeditious and ready with his pen: when asked for an
account of his travels, he took his pen immediately, and without a recurrence to books or papers,
gave it at once; in the Conferences and elsewhere, as my secretary, he has been of signal service
to me. He is a good man, of most even temper, whom | never saw angry, but often in heaviness
through manifold temptations: he is a good preacher, too. O may he finish his life as he hath
continued it-- faithful, and acceptable, and successful in the traveling and local line!

% Baltzer Shaffer was a resident of Baltimore, and his name appears in various city records as
early as 1791. He was an elder in the United Brethren’s Old Otterbein Church, and as such his
name appears as a witness on an 1813 ordination certificate issued by Otterbein and on an 1814
letter from the congregation to the conference. His name also appears on an 1809 request for
permission to hold a lottery for funds to erect a building to be called the Baltimore Female
Academy.



30 The Chronicle 2014

Chapter 2
1792-93 (last part)
Tioga Circuit

[This chapter begins with the November 1792 Gen€aalference in Baltimore
and Colbert’s mid-year change in appointment toTraga circuit. Colbert left
Baltimore when General Conference ended Novemhdsute did not reach
the southern boundary of the Tioga circuit untildember 6.]

Thursday, November 1, 1792 — General Conference of the bishops, elders and
deacons of the Methodist Episcopal Church met itilBare. The rules of the
house were drawn up today, and there were few dgladiout them.

Friday 2 — It was moved in the General Conferenday that the power of the
bishop should be so far abridged — that in caseacper could make it appear
that the bishop in his appointment had injured tognappealing from the bishop
to the conference, the bishop should give him groegpment elsewhere. This
was seconded and ably defended by O'Kellyey’, Hull®, Garrettsofiand Swiff
— and opposed by Re2dWillis’, Morrell®, Everetf and others.

! James O’Kelly (1757-1826) was born in Ireland. He migrated to America and was admitted to
the traveling connection in 1778. He organized those who withdrew with him, who were
concentrated along the Virginia — North Carolina border, into the Republican Methodist Church.
This body was re-named the Christian Church in 1801, and eventually the remnants of the
denomination merged into the Congregational Christian Church.

? Richard Ivey (1755-1795) was born in Sussex County VA and joined the traveling connection in
1778. His obituary in the General Minutes states that “lvy [sic], a man of affliction, lingered out
his latter days, spending his all, with his life, in the work.”

3 Hope Hull (1763-1818) is often called the Father of Georgia Methodism. He was received on
trial in 1785, was Asbury’s traveling companion in 1794, located in 1795, and married in 1796.

* Freeborn Garrettson (1752-1857) was born of well-to-do parentage in Maryland, near the
mouth of the Susquehanna River. He was admitted on trial in 1776 and served in leadership
positions during the formative years of the denomination. At Wesley’s urging, Garrettson sent
his journal to England for publication, but it was lost at sea. In 1793 he married Catherine
Livingston (of the prominent Livingston family of New York) and, in a move almost without
precedent, remained in in the itinerancy.

> Richard Swift (1767-?) was born in Goochland County VA and began his itinerant career in 1783.
He located in 1793.

® Nelson Reed (1751-1840) was born in Anne Arundel County MD and joined the itinerancy in
1779. He was instrumental in guiding Colbert into the ministry and served as his district
superintendent for his first several appointments. When Reed died in 1840 he was reported to
be “the oldest Methodist preacher in the world.”

7 Henry Willis (c1760-1808) was born in Brunswick County VA and joined the traveling ministry in
1779. He was one of very few preachers who married (naming his first child Francis Asbury
Willis) and yet remained in the itinerancy — but apparently not full time because of his frail
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Saturday 3 — The day was spent in debate abouatpiheal.

Sunday 4 — Doctor Cok&preached a delightful sermon from Romans 8:16. In
the afternoon O’Kelly preached on Luke 17:15. pbever of the Lord attended
the word. At night Willis preached on part of Rs&5:10-11.

Monday 5 — The day was spent in debate about theahp It was put to vote, but
was not carried. This grieved O’Kelly that he wiitew from the connection.

Tuesday 6 — The conference undertook the revistiledform of Disciplineand
theDuties of Elders, Deacons and Preachers

Wednesday 7 to Thursday 15 — Except for the foreradd hursday 15, |
attended conference. On Wednesday 14, James Thoandsl were ordained
elders and appointed to fill the stations in Wyognamd Tiog&’ respectively.

Friday 16 — | left Baltimore and rode to Richardbid’s.

nature. As stated in his obituary in the General Minutes: “He was of a slender habit of body, a
feeble breast and lungs, the great fervor of his mind and energy of his address were too great for
his bodily strength... By his own hand he ministered to the necessity of himself and his family: he
would not eat the bread of the church of God, as he could not be wholly employed therein... His
only argument for continuing in the traveling connection was that his call and qualifications were
of a divine nature, and not to be dispensed with but by unfaithfulness, debility, or death.”

® Thomas Morrell (1747-1838) was born on Long Island NY, and his mother was a member of
Embury’s first class, but the family soon moved to Elizabethtown NJ. He distinguished himself as
a soldier during the Revolutionary War — becoming a personal friend of George Washington, and
conducting the official meeting of Asbury and Washington in 1789. Admitted on trial in 1787, he
was stricken with illness and located in 1796 — living with his father in Elizabethtown NJ until he
recovered in 1799. He married in 1802.

? Joseph Everett (1732-1809) was born in Queen Anne County MD. He was a backslidden New
Light Presbyterian layman with very anti-Methodist opinions who was re-awakened by Asbury in
1778 and joined the itinerancy in 1780.

' Thomas Coke (1747-1814) was a priest in the Church of England and a co-worker of John
Wesley. Wesley sent Coke to America in 1784 to ordain Asbury and to superintend the
Methodist work. He and Asbury are considered the first two bishops of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, and the name Cokesbury is a combination of their two names. Asbury actually did most
of the superintending, while Coke traveled back and forth to England — and his last visit to
America was in 1803. He died in 1814 en route to begin a Methodist missionary enterprise in
India and was buried at sea in the Indian Ocean.

" For the rest of this conference year, James Thomas (1765-1827) would serve Wyoming circuit,
the neighboring circuit to Colbert’s Tioga circuit. Unbeknownst (we assume) to anyone at this
time, the two of them would switch circuits at the end of the conference year.

12 Tioga circuit had been cut off from Wyoming circuit in 1792 to cover Bradford County PA and
extend into the Finger Lakes region of New York State. It appears that the person listed for Tioga
circuit in the 1792 General Minutes, John Hill, went to join Colbert on Northumberland circuit
instead — and that Tioga circuit was without a regular preacher until Colbert finally arrived there
on December 6 to finish out the conference year (i.e., to serve until spring 1793).
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Saturday 17 — | rode to my father’s and spent thewdth him. | cannot but be
affected by the thoughts of the execution of WhilidArmstrong in Sunbury, tho’
at the distance of one hundred and forty or fifilesifrom the fatal spot. | visited
him both before and after he received the sentehdeath — and should have
been glad to have been with him today, distresaithe scene {S.

Sunday 18 — | preached at the widow Ridgely’s ondRation 22:14 and met a
black class, some of them | believe have inwardicei. O, unhappy afternoon!
| must bid farewell to my father and repair to titeethern mountains of
Pennsylvania and New York. | find it exceedingdhparting with my father as
he has none but me (to his or my knowledge) in Acagthat are anything to him
by the tie of nature. But go | must! A sense atiyccompels the measure, and
away | have come. | am now at Daniel Elliotts company with Charles
Burgoort® (destined for the state of Delaware) and RezinpSort® (destined for
Montgomery, in Maryland).

Monday 19 — | rode from Elliott’s to Reistertowhraugh the rain till | was wet —
and what was still worse, | lost myself for a while

Tuesday 20 — | rode from Reistertown to McAllistevh'” and stayed at Peter
Storm’s}® a papist.

Wednesday 21 — This morning | took breakfast in Metertown with Mr.
Neas™® who is a universalist and treated me very kindode from
McAllistertown to Carlisle and lodged at Thomas €sin

B Colbert apparently believes that this day, November 17, was the day of the execution, but
according to the public records William Armstrong was executed by hanging two days earlier, on
November 15.

 Daniel Elliott, whose name appears in the journals of Francis Asbury and early Maryland circuit
riders, was a member of the Montgomery circuit. He lived in Howard County at Delaware
Bottom — near present West Friendship, about 20 miles west of Baltimore.

 Charles Burgoon (1757-1800) was born in Anne Arundel County Maryland and joined the
traveling connection in 1790.

¢ Rezin Simpson (1758-c1811) was born in Anne Arundel County MD. In his earlier life he
worked as a teacher and as a merchant in Triadelphia MD. He married in 1786, and he was
admitted on trial at the General Conference of 1792. In 1793 he is listed as continuing on trial
and being reassigned to Montgomery —then he is no longer listed, Montgomery being the only
appointment he served.

Y McAllistertown is now Hanover PA, which in 1792 had a large Catholic presence. The first
Methodist sermon was supposedly not preached here until the pastor of the Carlisle circuit did
so in 1810.

'8 peter Storm (1761-1840), a Roman Catholic, was born in Maryland to German immigrant
parents. He settled and raised in family in the Hanover area, and in 1808 he was part of the
company incorporated to build a road from Hanover to the Maryland state line.

Y Thisis likely Mathias Neas (1740-1815), whose house is still standing at West Chestnut and
High Streets —and is now the home of the Hanover Area Historical Society. He acquired the lots
from his brother in 1782 and erected the house within a year. He was Hanover's third
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Thursday 22 — | set out this morning for Tiogasribwed. The mountains are
before me. Tho’ disagreeable when I first cameragrtbem, time, that which
reconciles man to his lot, makes them appear phtasaven at this dreary season
of the year. |lodged at Levi Owen'’s.

Friday 23 — | have had a very disagreeable ridaytothrough the snow, to
Samuel Osborne’s.

Saturday 24 — | rested at Samuel Osborne’s, whiexad through the Prophecy of
Daniel.

Sunday 25 — | spoke at Osborne’s from Matthew 2 1ahd in the evening at
McConnell'$® on Matthew 18:3. This was a happy season. The he praised
for uniting the hearts of the children of men tdgetin bands of Christian
fellowship.

Monday 26 — | rode to Northumberland and lodged/éliam Bonham'$®, who
was not at home. | was treated kindly by his fgmil

Tuesday 27 — | spent the day in Northumberlandjmwgriand getting ready for my
journey. | preached at night on Matthew 18:3.

Wednesday 28 — | spent a little time reading tfeedf that good man Mr.
Brainerd* At night | met a class. | am not as much engagesdligious

postmaster, serving from 1790 to 1813, and first burgess, in 1815. He also served several terms
in the state legislature.

20 Henry McConnell (1765-c1840) was a son-in-law to Samuel Osborne, having married his
daughter Frances. His father and uncle settled in Turkey Valley, Juniata County, in the 1760’s.

! William Bonham (1750-1826) was the son-in-law of Thomas and Mary Taggart, having married
their daughter Elizabeth. He was born in New Jersey, met and married Elizabeth in Philadelphia,
and moved with his in-laws to Northumberland in 1774. Farmers in the area distilled their excess
grain into whiskey, which was easier and more profitable to transport over the “roads” of the day
than was the more cumbersome grain — hence the 1791 whiskey tax put them at an economic
disadvantage compared to grain farmers living in more accessible areas. As part of the 1794
military action to put down the Whiskey Rebellion, William Bonham was transported from
Northumberland to Philadelphia and imprisoned as an “insurgent.” This little-known aspect of
the Whiskey Rebellion is recounted in one source [jcdurbant.wordpress.com/2013/01/10/] as
follows: William Bonham, a county constable, was upset about the national government’s enforcement of
its excise tax on whiskey... He was quoted as saying that he felt the “government had carried themselves
too high and must be taken down,” that “the Excise Law was oppressive on the poor people,” and that “the
tax should be on the land, and not on our own produce.” His upset was in the context of his having heard
about the armed confrontation near Pittsburgh on July 16 and 17, 1794... Bonham began agitating in favor
of what he thought was happening near Pittsburgh, speaking with folks throughout his county, “writing
letters and dropping them about to stir up the minds of the people,” allegedly recruiting for an armed force
to resist the army the government was sending to put the insurrection down, and demanding the erection
of a liberty pole to symbolize opposition to the government and to taxation without representation.
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exercises as | ought to be. Too much of my prexctone slips away unimproved.
O that I may be more engaged in the work of God theer.

Thursday 29 — | rode from Northumberland to Josegben’s at Fishing Creek.

| fell in company with Mr. Morgaf? along the way — at Mahoning Creek, where |
had to pay a quarter dollar for their riding myswover the creek, which | could
have done myself.

Friday 30 — | spent the day visiting Robert Owed #re widow Salmon. | feel
attachment to the people in this neighborhoodasomuch as | have been treated
kindly by them.

Saturday, December 1, 1792 — | bid farewell to my old friends at Ogden’s and
set off for my Tioga. | called on Isaac HollowawyBerwick, but saw him not —
but from what | heard of him, | fear that he isinery bad way. From Berwick |
rode to Salem and lodged at Amos Pafk’S hese are truly friendly people; the
woman has had Christian experience. | am happy tfoand them. | had called
at one Cortright'$” about a mile back, who, | believe, when they foontll was
a Methodist preacher did not want me to stay withnt — but readily directed me
to the Parks’, and | as cheerfully went.

Sunday 2 — | have had one of the worst roads fralernsto Nanticoke, in
Wyoming circuit, where | for the second time hear@resbyterian minister
preach. His name is Gray.He spoke from Il Corinthians 4:17. He preachied a
Shubal Bidlack’é’ — he spoke well. | lodged at Aaron Huft's where there

*? David Brainerd (1718-1747) was a missionary to the Native Americans who had a particularly
fruitful ministry. During his short life he was beset by many difficulties. As a result, his biography
became a source of inspiration and encouragement to many Christians. It was the noted
evangelist Jonathan Edwards who preached his funeral sermon and published his diary.

2 Mr. Morgan had a drug store in Wyoming, and Colbert will visit him there 5/11/1793.

* Amos Park (1739-1804) lived in Salem township, Luzerne County, immediately east of Berwick.
This appointment (and western Luzerne County in general) was shifted back and forth over the
years between the Northumberland and Wyoming circuits — finally ending with the Central
Pennsylvania Conference and not the Wyoming Conference. He sold some his land to the Beach
family that founded the town of Beach Haven, and Berkheimer speculates that was the likely
area where Park was living at this time. One of the area’s earliest settlers, he appears on the tax
lists as early as 1775. After the Wyoming Massacre he went back to Connecticut, but later
returned to the land he had taken up. His daughter Lucy (b. 1772) was married to Isaac
Holloway.

% This is believed to be Elisha Cortright (1744-1821), who lived in Salem township, Luzerne
County.

26 Presbyterian minister Andrew Gray (1757-1837) born in County Down, Ireland. He resided in
Paxtang, Dauphin County, before moving to the Wyoming Valley. In 1796 he joined about a
dozen area families in a mass migration to found a settlement in western New York State.

%’ Shubal Bidlack (1752-1803) was born in Connecticut. The family later settled in the Wyoming
Valley. Shubal’s brother Capt. James Bidlack was killed in the 1778 Wyoming Massacre, and his
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were three beds that he brought out and laid ofidbe and | had one of them. |
believe none here have much thought but the ol@lpeetheir children will not
kneel with them in prayer, tho’ they were requested

Monday 3 — This morning | set off for Tioga. Fra@xaron Hunt’'s in Nanticoke |
got to Lackawanrfd in the afternoon, where | fed my horse at Baldwiavern,

on the banks of the Susquehanna, and proceed®d drinking that when | got to
Dalytowr?™ | would get some refreshment for myself. But kvga unfortunate as
to wander into an uninhabited wilderness by theleasness of an unintelligible
woman | enquired the way of, till the gloomy wingfsa starless and moonless
night began to spread over me too many miles fterhiabitation of human being
to stay — in the cold month of December, undeld¢héless oaks or cold situated
pines, surrounded by howling and ravenous wolvesgaeedy bears, in these
regions of barrenness. So, after inferring froresal chunks lying by a brook
that some weary traveler must take up his soligdigde there, there being no
house near, | pensively turned my horse about agabured back the weary steps
on the rough and solitary way | had come. Andulgiothe merciful providence
of God, and the better eyesight of my horse, Irretd to the settlement and got a
night’s quarters at one Scott’'s — where | thougiseif well off in getting a little
Indian bread, gruel, and butter for my supper.eAfiome conversation with the
family about religion, and prayer, | lay myself dowm a filthy cabin to take a
little rest after a hard day of toil. May the Lagdable me with true Christian
patience and magnanimity of soul to endure alhidwelships incident to a
traveling life among the hideous mountains befoee m

Tuesday 4 — | paid one and sixpence for my acconatmts (the man was
moderate in his charge), and being impatient tdsdgtown | set off without

brother Benjamin Bidlack became a Methodist preacher. Shubal lived in Luzerne County,
between Salem and Nanticoke.

%% Aaron Hunt lived in Nanticoke. The Hanover class (named for the township) met in the Hunt
home, although a Stephen Burnett was the class leader.

? |n the local Indian tongue, “hanna” or “wanna” — as in Susquehanna, Tunkhannok, Lakawanna,
Tobyhanna, etc. —signified a stream of water; and in the same tongue, “lacka” signified an
intersection. Lackawanna literally means “the intersection of two streams” and refers to the
locality of the confluence of the Lackawanna and Susquehanna rivers, which is modern Pittston.
%% Colbert had determined to follow the east bank of the Susquehanna from Pittston to
Tunkhannock, thus avoiding have to cross the river twice. But there were three stretches (the
Falling Springs narrows, the narrows above Gardner’s Ferry, and the narrows below Buttermilk
Falls) where the mountains came down to the river and there was no road to follow.

3 Dalytown is the present village of Ransom. It was on the east side of the Susquehanna, just
below Gardner’s Ferry. This was the first settlement in what is now Lackawanna County. John
Gardner had settled near the mouth of Gardner’s Creek, at the north end of Ransom, in 1769. He
was taken by Indians July 1, 1778, two days before the Wyoming Massacre, and tortured and
killed. The ferry built by his son Richard Gardner in 1795 was not yet in operation at the time of
Colbert’s visit.
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breakfast. But O perplexing, | missed my way agaand after traveling up a
lofty mountain, | found the road wind around dowe tiver and brought me in
sight of the house | had left. | then attemptelidep the river side to Dalytown,
but a little distance off this was impracticab®o | had to turn back again, glad
enough to get out of the narrows. This morningebkfasted on a frozen turnip,
after which | called at a house, wanting sometifiangne and my horse, but the
uncomfortable reply, “No bread,” again was heatbwever, here | got
something for my horse, and at a house a littiladce off | got something for my
almost half-starved self at the moderate price fofeapenny bit. So,
strengthened and refreshed agreeable to directionsssed a towering mountain
to Dalytown — that long desired place. But hovml mistaken! Instead of finding
a tavern here where man and horse should be reftesgith that which repairs the
waste of decaying nature, the ideal Dalytown vasdséway when the real one —
a smoky log cabin or two — heaved into view. Ided at old Mr. Jones’, the old
man | met by the way. The old woman and a girlexsrhome. | spent the
evening very agreeably with them reading the lffdahn Haime? May | never
murmur at a few hardships in such a laudable work.

Wednesday 5 — A day or two of rest would have hesgy agreeable to me in this
place. But as the old woman expressed so mudfazton at the favorableness
of the day to the traveler, | bid her farewell witlanks and reached Teagues
Hill ** — a miserable pace indeed — kept by one Mullfott.was almost sunset
when | got there. The next house was six miles-@fhd a very gloomy way to it
— so on the dirty top of Teagues Hill, with a yowmgman and the man and his
wife, | took up my lodging — on some bed clotheghwny head in the chimney
corner. But getting cold in the night, | stirreg the chunks and found a bed
before the fire, with the two hunters and the yowagnan between them.

Thursday 6 — Rejoicing at the kind returning of therning, | paid two and
sixpence for my accommodations and set off on myney. It is really a low
time with me. | had to sell one of Wesley's fula@rmons for six pence, that |
should have had eleven pence for, to help pay ©koreng. | rode six miles
before | got anything for my poor horse. At Wig¥T at Meshoppen, | called

*2 John Haime (1708-1784) was a British Methodist. Through a lapse into sin, he lost the joy he
had once known — but he continued to preach. The story of his spiritual struggles and ultimate
return to peace is vividly told in a published biographical sketch.

3 Teague’s Hill, between Tunkhannock and Meshoppen, is now known as Russell’s Hill.

** Reuben Mullison Sr. (c1751-1813) lived in Russell Hill, about 6 miles west of Tunkhannock, and
is buried the family plot at Dixon Cemetery, about 5 miles east of Tunkhannock.

*> Thomas Wigton (1740-1814) was born in Ireland. In 1775 he acquired 600 acres at the mouth
of Meshoppen Creek, the present site of the borough of Meshoppen, on which he operated a
sawmill. He supposedly sold the property to his in-laws, the Gaylords, in 1789 and sometime
later moved to Homet’s Ferry, north of Wyalusing, and finally to Ohio. As Colbert specifies he
stopped at Wigton’s in Meshoppen, this (along with other local history) indicates Wigton must
have still been living there in 1792.
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for something for my horse, and some smoky dirtywawas brought — but as for
myself, | thought | would wait a little longer beéol got anything to eat in such a
filthy place. |talked to the nasty dirty womarmathvas sitting near the ashes with
3 or 4 nasty children, by a stinking bed in themaiey corner, something about
the things respecting the salvation of her solle Was kind. She took nothing
for what | had had. So | proceeded on my jourmmeygot to Gideon Baldwin'®
the lowest house on my Tioga circuit. They recgines kindly and got me
something to eat. | have traveled today till latéhe afternoon, over hills and
mountains, without breakfast or dinner.

Friday 7 — | rested myself at my good old friendd®an’s, read my Bible and the
experience of several of the preachers.

Saturday 8 — | spent the day reading the Bibleddride preachers’ experience,
and in the evening | lectured on Matthew 5:12.

Sunday 9 — | preached at Guy Wellon Acts 3:19. Old Mr. Stafford, a Baptist
preacher, was present — and when | had done, helgé on the Song of
Solomon 2:10. He told the people that Christ hagedall, and that they had
nothing to do.

Monday 10 — | preached to a few people at Wyalu€iregk at one Pierce®.

He and his wife have their names on our class pég&n the creek at Baldwin’s,
but they are not well enough acquainted with Meitiodo like class meeting.
But the woman can give as satisfactory accouneothbnversion as ever | heard.
And what a pity! — she is one of them that beligvéhe impossibility of a final

fall after a real conversion. | returned to Baldwi— this man’s heart and house
is open to receive all that come.

Tuesday 11 — | rode from Baldwin’s to Birne’sthe third preaching place. |
was happy in singing the praises of God. | preddreMatthew 5:6 and sung

*® Gideon Baldwin lived at the lower end of Woyalusing, not far from the creek after which the
settlement was named. This was the southern extreme of the Tioga circuit. He had lived in
Hanover township, Luzerne County, before settling in the area —and he moved to Wysox in 1794.
His mother is the “Mother Baldwin” of Colbert’s journal.

7 Guy Wells (1766-1828) was the son of James Wells, a 1774 founding settler at Wyalusing who
was killed in the 1778 Battle of Wyoming. Having been born in New London CT, Guy came with
his family to the area as a youth and in 1790 married Elizabeth — daughter of Perrin Ross, who
also had been killed in the Battle of Wyoming. Some time prior to the coming of Colbert, he had
settled about three miles up the creek from Wyalusing, near his brothers Reuben and Amasa.

*® The Pierce family lived near Camptown.

» Henry Birney (1737-1814), whose wife was a Shears, was a native of Ireland. Having come to
Plymouth in 1773, a year or two later he moved to Standing Stone. During the Revolutionary
War he moved back to Plymouth and entered the Continental Army. After conditions stabilized,
he returned to Standing Stone in 1791 and in 1812 moved to Ohio, where he died.
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hymn #56 of our collectiof? | rode with Cornelius Maf§to our old friend
Roberts’. Here | could not enjoy myself — the deare shamefully dirty.

Wednesday 12 — | preached at Elijah Townseffitse fourth preaching point, on
Revelation 22:17. In this place Satan has beemngptive seed of discord in the
society. | expect to have trouble among these lpeofsfter preaching | rose with
Cornelius Mars to Nathan Browf%s- across Breakneck Hiif,on a terrible
precipice.

Thursday 13 — | preached to a few people at NaBrawn’s, my fifth preaching
place, one of whom was Baptist, on Matthew 5:4is T$the most comfortable
house I have been in since | left NorthumberlaNdthan Brown and his wife are
very kind people.

Friday 14 — | rode from Nathan Brown’s in New Sheghiri® to Daniel
McDowell's*® in Chemung, in New York stafé where | was well treated. |

0 This is Colbert’s only reference to a hymnal, and it’s not possible to identify the hymn or the
collection with certainty. Hymn #56 in a commonly used hymnbook published in 1782 is a
common meter text whose first verse is “Enslaved to sense, to pleasure prone, / fond of created
good: / Father, our helplessness we own, / and , trembling, taste our food.”

* Cornelius Mars is a mystery. He is described in Methodist accounts as “thundering Mars”
because of his booming voice and appears to have roots in the Finger Lakes area. He is assumed
to be the preacher who accompanied Colbert 6/8/1793. As his name does not appear in the
General Minutes, he is assumed to have been a local preacher. He is believed to have migrated
to Genesee County Ml in 1837 and died there in 1839.

2 Elijah Townsend (1745-1821) lived near Wysox. He came from Susquehanna County PA, sold
his lands to a John Hinman in 1793, and moved Yates County NY, where he was the first settler at
what is now known as Kinney’s Corners. He was a blacksmith and maker of cow bells.

* Nathan Brown lived in Sheshequin. He was a layman, but he sometimes “spoke” on Scripture
texts — and apparently did so fairly well.

* Breakneck Hill is a few miles above Towanda, on the east side of the river. When General
Sullivan marched against the Indians in 1779 he had great difficulty getting his military
equipment down this slope, which drops abruptly 180 feet to the river. There is a legend that an
Indian squaw, on a wager for whiskey, leaped to her death from this spot.

» “New Sheshequin” in now simply known as Sheshequin, on the east bank of the Susquehanna.
“Old Sheghequin” is now the village of Ulster, across the river on the west bank.

e Capt. Daniel McDowell (1763-1806), a soldier of the Revolution, is described as “a man of
indomitable perseverance and education.” Early in the spring of 1786, he and his new bride
came up the Susquehanna and Chemung Rivers in canoes and Durham boats with several others
to found what is now the town of Chemung.

7 On this trip Colbert had 4 appointments in southern New York [McDowell’s (Chemung),
Seeley’s (Southport), Konkle’s (Elmira), and Kress’ (probably between Elmira and Chemung)] and
returned to Pennsylvania within four days. This area that was all part of the Tioga circuit in 1792
was eventually split between three later conferences: of the appointments visited by Colbert —
those in Pennsylvania east of the Susquehanna and Chemung Rivers became part of the
Wyoming Conference, those in Pennsylvania west of the Susquehanna and Chemung Rivers
became part of the Central Pennsylvania Conference, and those in New York became part of the
Central New York Conference.
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preached at night on Il Corinthians 13:5. | hatfreedom in speaking. This is
the sixth preaching place. The land here is esotlland not so hemmed in with
mountains as it is lower down the river. It isthe Tioga Rivef?

Saturday 15 — | rode to Mr. Seelél?sn Seeley’s Cree¥ the seventh preaching
place, and spoke at night on the second paragifaple @5" chapter of Matthew.
This is a very thick settlement, and the land isedignt.

Sunday 16 — From old Mr. Seeley’s | rode to Johnie's> to stay at Newtown
Point>* He received me very kindly. | went with him ameard Mr. Park
preach on Revelation 3:2. Mr. Park was very frignddHe wanted me to preach
for him, but | refused doing. At night | preachetd _ough'’s tavern at Newtown
Point on Matthew 5:6. Part of my congregation dask. Lord, give humility
and watchfulness.

Monday 17 — | crossed the Tioga River and muchyaatisfaction | found my
old friend Vandervoort and his family, with whomwvas acquainted when |
traveled Northumberland circuit. | dined with thegonayed with them, and parted
with them till Sunday a week when, if spared, Inpila preach for them. | rode to
old Mr. Kress® and preached at night with freedom on part of fi@bians 6:19-
20. | see and feel my want of more zeal and |oMais is my ninth preaching
place.

*8 Colbert refers to the entire river from Tioga County PA, into New York state, and back into
Pennsylvania to join the Susquehanna at Athens as the Tioga River — perhaps since the area of
present Athens was known as Tioga Point. We know the stretch of river from the joining of the
Tioga and the Cohocton rivers near Corning NY to its emptying into the Susquehanna at Athens
PA as the Chemung River.

* Nathaniel Seeley (1732-1799) was born in Fairfield County Connecticut and lived in Orange
County NY before settling in the Seeley Creek Valley by the present town of Southport. He is
reported to have built the first framed house in the region.

>0 Seeley Creek rises in Tioga County PA and flows into the Chemung River just south of present
Elmira NY.

>! John Konkle and Colonel John Hendy were the first settlers of Newtown/Elmira. They settled
in 1788. Konkle was an innkeeper and also served as the town clerk.

>> Newtown is the old name for Elmira. The name was officially changed in 1808, to honor the
daughter of early tavern owner and prominent citizen Nathan Teall. Newtown Point is at the
eastern edge of the present city of EImira, where Newtown Creek empties into the Chemung
River.

> Moses Park (1766-1817) was a Baptist preacher who subsequently converted to Universalism
in 1793, convinced of its truth following discussions with Universalist pastor Noah Murray — to
whom Park had gone to show him the errors of his ways! He moved to Ohio for a brief period
and then returned to the Sheshequin area, where he died and is buried in the Gore Cemetery.
>* Christian Kress (1727-1800) was born in Germany and came to America in 1752, residing in
Pennsylvania before moving to New York state in 1789 and purchasing 162 acres along the
Chemung River in 1790.
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Tuesday 18 — | preached at Nathan Brown’s on lirlmians 13:5. Wretch that |
am! | ought to be thankful to the lover of sowds the freedom | sometimes have
in speaking to the children of men. If | shoulddreinstrument in the hands of
God in saving any, it would be a great blessingeufd | even be lost myself, but
no blessing to me.

Wednesday 19 — | rode from Nathan Brown’s to BreakrHill, where | crossed
the river to one Mr. FosteP3to be satisfied of whether or not | had an
appointment there — but | had none. A Mr. Blackriamok me over, who was
honest enough to tell me he never liked the Mettathctrine. | asked why, and
he said that he did not like their preaching — thatan could fall from grace.
And as to perfection, he said there was no sucly this side of the Kingdom of
Heaven. | told him that it was written in Matthdw8, “Be ye therefore perfect,
as your father which is in heaven is perfect.” Bsihe was a man that would fly
from one thing to another, | thought it was not tharile talking to him. | hope

| dealt honestly with him in what | did say befadeft him. After | got over
Breakneck Hill, I overtook an old man with a kegadfiskey on his back. | could
not leave him without telling of the evil of whiskdrinking. | thought he was
drunk, but he received what | said. At night | estbd at friend Townsend’s with
freedom.

Thursday 20 — | preached at brother Riteis Shufelt's Flat¥ on |
Thessalonians 5:17. 1 felt freedom in speakingode through the narrows on the

> |saac Foster (1737-1821) lived on the west bank of the Susquehanna, by the mouth of Sugar
Creek. He came to the site from Massachusetts in 1785 with his two unmarried sons, Rufus and
Abial. He was a mechanic and a manufacturer of spinning wheels. The Fosters were charter
members of the Presbyterian Church in Wysox in 1791 and later instrumental in establishing the
Presbyterian Church in Towanda.

*® Ichabod Blackman (1762-1798) was born in Connecticut, son of Elisha Blackman. The family
moved to Wilkes-Barre, where Elisha survived the 1778 Battle of Wyoming but subsequently
returned his family to Connecticut. Ichobod returned to Wilkes-Barre with his new bride
(Elizabeth Franklin, who was 8 years old when her family fled the area following the Wyoming
Massacre) in 1786 and moved to Bradford County in 1790, settling on the east bank of the
Susquehanna — below Sheshequin, almost opposite the mouth of Sugar Creek. He was a
shoemaker. He died in April 1798, having fallen out of a canoe while crossing the Susquehanna
on a dark night — possibly as the result of an epileptic fit. His son Franklin Blackman later built
and operated a ferry across the river by the family lands.

*7 James Rice was still living in Shufelt’s Flats in 1796, as he was one of the signers of a petition
seeking resolution of the conflicting Connecticut-Pennsylvania land claims — but nothing else is
known about this man. Note: The 1878 History of Bradford County, page 148, suggests this “Mr.
Rice” might be the Wanton Rice (1768-c1845) who was born in Warwick RIl, moved to Ulster PA
and opened an inn in 1802, and sold the inn and moved to Athens township in 1815 — but
Wanton Rice was still living in Rhode Island in 1793.

*% Shufelt’s Flats is the level, fertile area around French Asylum. Its name comes from Peter
Schufeldt, who came from Orange County NJ in May 1770 as the first settler to penetrate the
area. Six years later he sold his lands to Jacob Forsyth and moved to the West Branch of the
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Susquehanna. Here are excellent stores to buitd and yet the people live in
miserable cabins — some of them without chimnéf/gou speak to some here
about being more decent, they will plead up thay tre in a new country and
have many difficulties to encounter. | feel thea®f watching and prayer.

Friday 21 — | spent part of the day in reading amiting, and in the evening | met
the class in Shufelt's Flats — the first classuénaet in the circuit. | read to them
the rules, desiring to know whether they meanoitatiaue in society. One left us
— Charles Townley? he professes to believe that there is no sucly thérfalling
from grace to perish forever. | preached at theskof a friendly man by the
name of Alexander on | Corinthians 6:19-20. | héhank God) reason to hope
that general satisfaction was given.

Saturday 22 — Agreeable to the request of a friesdent this day visiting. It is
for fear of offending that | visit at all. | cannionprove myself in readiness and
writing as much as | could wish when visiting.olir visit is to edification, it is
well. I wish all my visits were more so. It's Wisome difficulty | got along the
narrows with brother Rice to Gideon Baldwin’s at &\sing.

Sunday 23 — | preached at Guy Wells’ on part ofrdefs 2:3 — “How shall we
escape if we neglect so great salvation.” Herad attacked by two Calvinists;
the debate was on falling from grace. | asked tHddavid was not a child of
God, and they said he was. | then asked them wbald have become of him
had he dies in the bed of adultery. One of theiohlsawould have gone to
heaven, but the other said he could not have tiexct | then observed unto them
that according to their doctrine David might hageained alive by continuing in
sin. They said they were in a remote part of tbeldy and they ought to have the
truth preached to them, for (they said) they haghhgsed to preaching. 1 told
them that if God had foreordained that | should e@nd preach to them, | could
not help it. It is surprisingly strange that tH@glvinists are not ashamed of their
doctrines. At night | preached at Mr. Pri¢&sp Wyalusing with liberty on
Matthew 5:6. Here we had much talk about finakpeerance and perfection,
which the Calvinists abhor. Mrs. Price gives anaatisfactory account of her

Susquehanna where he was killed by Indians. It was in 1793 that the lands were acquired as a
refuge for nobility from the French Revolution.

>° Brothers Richard and Charles Townley were early residents of Shufelt Flats, but subsequently
sold their lands to the incoming French and removed to Tompkins County NY. Richard Townley
had ten children, five of each sex, and was a prominent citizen in New York, a judge of the county
courts, and a member of the State legislature for several terms. He died in 1838. Charles Townley
had two sons and one daughter, was a highly esteemed farmer and a deacon in the Baptist
church. He died in 1820.

% zachariah Price lived at Merryall, about half-way between Wyalusing and Camptown. He and
his wife Ruth were 1793 charter members of the Presbyterian Church at Wyalusing, and his son
Eleazar organized the Presbyterian Sunday School there in 1818.
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conversion. Itis well if she does not trust tooam in what has been done for her
in times past instead of striving to advance indivtne. She is much opposed to
Christian perfection. |told her from the Scriggighe must be perfect or she
could never enter the Kingdom of Heaven.

Monday 24 — | rode from Price’s to Gideon Baldwiaisd spent some time in
reading and writing.

Tuesday 25 — | left friend Baldwin’s oppressedpirisunder a sense of my
unprofitableness. | found it very disagreeablengdhrough the narrows | came
through on Saturday night last. | forded the rjiard | have reason to be thankful
| was not drowned. It was very late when | goBitmey’s. Some of the people
had gone away. | endeavored to preach to thenstagtd on Hebrews 3:14.
After | had done, a poor unhappy son of Belial cam&nd showed as if he
wanted to abuse me. Mrs. Birney reproved hineftIMr. Birney’'s and crossed
the river to old Mr. Cole’§! Here | wanted to regulate the society, but found
them very refractory and unaccustomed to Disciplimeeeting their class among
a number of wicked people. Old Mr. Cole’s daughary® is the wife of the
man that abused me at Birney’s — she is a grehusiatst and has a turn for
poetry.

Wednesday 26 — | preached at Towanda on Hebrews-1'®et brotherly love
continue.” | endeavored to enforce the necess$ithmn among Christians.

Thursday 27 — | rode to Nathan Brown'’s.
Friday 28 — | preached at night at Daniel McDovgetih Romans 8:13.

® samuel Cole (1733-1797) was the father of the noted Elisha Cole (1769-1812), the father of
area Methodism. The family moved from Connecticut to Shufelt’s Flats in 1775. During the
Revolutionary War they retreated to perceived safety in the Wyoming Valley — only to find
themselves caught in the Wyoming Massacre of 1778, in which nine-year-old Elisha lost both a
brother and a brother-in-law. The family then returned to Connecticut and did not come back to
reclaim their land in Bradford County until the end of the war. Samuel had been a devout
Methodist in Connecticut, and it was about this time that Elisha was converted — very possibly
through the preaching of Colbert. In 1794 Elisha Cole was granted an exhorter’s license, and he
began traveling circuits in Maryland and Virginia as an assistant to the appointed preacher. In
1796 he returned to the area and established a regular preaching place in Monroeton at the
home of Henry Salisbury. Elisha Cole subsequently married Henry’s daughter Amy and settled on
the land across from the cemetery in which he is now buried. Although his marriage and
commitment to settling down prevented him from traveling a circuit, he continued his
association with the conference and served as a local preacher. He was elected a deacon in 1798
and ordained in 1802 — although he never returned to the itinerant ministry.

%2 The facts about Mary Cole (1756-?) are not clear. It appears that she lost her first husband,
Joseph Budd, in the Wyoming Massacre and that it was her second husband, a Mr. Culbertson,
who was rude at Mrs. Birney’s. Mary later became deranged — sometimes singing hymns and
qguoting scripture, sometimes talking randomly and incessantly, sometimes exhibiting strange
behaviors — but she was loved and cared for by her family until her death.
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Saturday 29 — | preached at Mr. Seeley’s on HebfeWws and lodged at my old
friend Vandervoort’s.

Sunday 30 — | preached at Newtown Point on Act8@,6and in the afternoon at
friend Vandervoort’'s on Acts 3:19. The little heusas crowded. Doctor Park
spoke to me here in a very friendly manner and@uavine to stay with him.
There is some little prospect of good being donthism place. O that God may
carry on his glorious work.

Monday 31 — | preached at old Mr. Kress’ on Ephestai14. Here a man who
came to meeting was taken extremely ill pukingorhetimes thought he would
not recover. | spoke to him concerning a prepandior death. He received what
| said in good part — but | thought | could discolie was a Calvinist, as he said
that he did not think there any such thing as p#ida in this life.

Tuesday, January 1, 1793 — | preached at Nathan Brown’s on part of Amo24:1

Wednesday 2 — | preached at one Foster’s at Sugak©n Hebrews 12:14, and
at night at my friend Townsend’s on the first twarggraphs of Matthew chapter
22. Here was another jangle among some who haé madh ado about
religion. The class leader was expelled.

Thursday 3 — | exhorted at James Rice’s and metléss. Here one who had
been possessed with Calvinistic notions applidektoeceived by his brethren
again — and was, to the satisfaction of the class.

Friday 4 — | rode to my friend Baldwin’s.

Saturday 5 — | spent some time in writing a letieam much straitened for time
on this circuit. | want to read and write moreouight to embrace every
opportunity | can for improvement. | spent therag very agreeably in
conversing on the Scriptures.

Sunday 6 — | felt the power of darkness. | preddteGuy Wells’ with freedom
on Acts 4:12, but | am informed that a poor unhagmynkard got disturbed with
my prayer. He said that | said that God had madeapable of saving ourselves.
If | said so, | do not remember it. God Almighgyant that | may never drop a
word contrary to the truth.

Monday 7 — | spent part of the day in writing, apidbke at night on the first two
paragraphs of Matthew 22 at Guy Wells’, where | wayy much interrupted —
before, and at the time, and after | had done spgakby an old drunken esquire
of Wyalusing.

Tuesday 8 — | exhorted at Birney’'s and at Townsgnahere | heard Nathan
Brown speak. | believe he is a good man and meatisand | don’t know but
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he does good. | sometimes think he might be usieligl were free of his little
Calvinism, respecting falling from grace.

Wednesday 9 — | preached at Captain CI&flds | Corinthians 6:19-20. | was
enabled to speak with freedom — but after | wasedbwas afraid that | did not
enforce the necessity of repentance as | thoughgit to have done. | think
when we preach, whatever subject the text maytieade ought not to omit
enforcing the necessity of repentance toward Gfaitk-in the Lord Jesus Christ
and holiness, without which none can see the Ldvdt-# is a difficult matter to
do this without being censured for attributing toach to the power of man. If
God did not give man the ability to repent, beliewel obey, | know not how he
could — as an impartial righteous judge — condignunbelieving part of mankind
to eternal torments.

Thursday 10 — | exhorted at Nathan Brown’s andibagthis little daughter,
which was the first | ever baptized. At night epched at Jacob Snydéf'siith a
degree of liberty and power on Matthew 18:3.

Friday 11 — | felt a degree of dejection of spitibught to be more fearful of
sinning.

Saturday 12 — | preached at my friend Kress’ on Rwsr8:14 with a degree of
freedom — at night there were more there to hgaetended singing master than
there were to hear me preach in the day.

Sunday 13 — | road from my friend Kress’ to NewtoRawint — and a disagreeable
ride it was. | had but little satisfaction in pcaang on | Corinthians 6:19-20. In
the afternoon | preached at Esquire Hammdide Proverbs 14:32. | have a
little class in this neighborhood; God grant theyt may adorn the Gospel.

6 Benjamin Clark (1750-1834) migrated from Connecticut and was one of the first to build a
house in what is now Wilkes-Barre. He served seven years in the Revolutionary army, was part of
the detachment that came into the area after the 1778 Wyoming Massacre, and took part in
Sullivan’s expedition against the Indians the following year. Among the first to move up the
Susquehanna after the war, he moved to Frenchtown in 1784 and settled permanently in Ulster
the following year. He was an ardent Methodist and gladly opened his home to circuit riders for
preaching and lodging. He is buried in the Ulster Cemetery.

* Jacob Snyder (1771-?) and Jemima Simpson (1769-?) were both born in Sussex County NJ.
Their families moved to the east side of the Susquehanna River near Sheshequin when they were
young, and Jacob and Jemima married there in March 1792. In 1793 they moved north to
Owasco NY (by the Finger Lakes), and in 1813 Jacob and Jemima (and their 10 children) moved
farther north to became one of earliest permanent families in Red Creek NY (near Lake Erie).

® Lebbeus Hammond, Esq., (1754-1826) was born in Connecticut before his family moved into
the Wyoming Valley. He was a survivor of the 1778 Wyoming Massacre and in 1788 was one of
the earliest settlers in the Chemung Valley. He is buried in the Griswold (aka Fitzpatrick)
Cemetery in Southport.
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| have been informed of a great accident eung man at Colonel Miller®§

in the neighborhood, throwing hay from the stacthvai fork with a sharp handle,
wanting to come down, let the fork slip out of hend down the stack until it
reached the bottom, when it stood partly up onagainst the stack. He
carelessly slid down and ran the handle of the égrkis body. He lived about 48
hours after, and then launched into an awful etgrni

Dangers stand thick through all the ground

To push us to the tomb.

And fierce diseases wait around

To hurry mortals hom¥.

Monday 14 — It was so very cold, and there was somice, that there was
scarcely any crossing in the Flat. At night | mieed at Daniel McDowell’s on
Malachi 3:18. | received a letter today from a rfigimg in Ahwaga® in which |
was requested to come and preach. Mr. M&ttihe son of old Mr. Martin the
Presbyterian minister, invited me home with himhislis his complaint — he says
he believes it is his duty to pray in secret, laysshe has no heart to do it. | told
him as God has convinced him it is his duty to pragecret, he ought to pray for
a heart to pray. He told me he thought he woudy pine day, but the thought of
calling upon God frightened him. | exhorted hirmrhie duty, and not to neglect it.

He gave very strange accounts of the Shakimkér$® and their manner of
worship — which is singing and dancing. He sagy itho not approve of
marriage, and men and women in times of worshipiegtwo parts of the house
— and at that time the men durst not look towandsstomen’s side while they are
dancing. He tells me they will whirl around in astonishing manner until the
women'’s petticoats will be extended as tho’ theyeneoped — and that they not
get giddy or stagger in the least after it.

% Abraham Miller (1735-1815) was born in Holland and came to America as a small child. Having
served in the Revolutionary army, he was the first settler, in 1789, at what is now Southport and
erected, on a branch of Seeley’s Creek, the area’s first saw mill.

% This common meter text is a verse from a hymn written by Isaac Watts.

6 Ahwaga is the original Indian name for Owego, about 25 miles to the east, in Tioga County NY.
A subsequent entry identifies writer of the letter as a Mr. Deane in Nichols NY, about 8 miles
downriver from Owego.

% Rev. Ebenezer Martin (1732-1795) was the Presbyterian missionary/preacher in the region
from 1792 to 1794. He was born in Windham County CT, and sent as a missionary by the
Presbyterians of that state, and he died in Broome County NY within 3 years of this entry. He had
more than one son, and Colbert does not identify the one with whom he had the conversation.
7 Originally known as the "Shaking Quakers," the United Society of Believers in Christ's Second
Appearing are more commonly called "Shakers." The name comes from the uncontrolled ecstatic
motions that accompanied their worship. Already a member of an ecstatic breakaway group of
Quakers, the British founder of the Shakers was "Mother" Ann Lee. She ultimately led her
followers to America in 1774, and she died in 1784. Shakers lived communally, and in 1793 there
were several colonies and thousands of members across the eastern United States.
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He further informed me that an old woman amibregn, called the Elect Lady,
foretold her own death and would not suffer anysperto be in the room at the
time — but one of her followers looked through éehamr crack to see in what
position she would lay, and says he saw to histgag@rise something like a
small black boy on her breast, who put his tongueer mouth, and she expired.
This, says Mr. Martin, the man has published tovwbdd.

Tuesday 15 — Agreeable to request and promissijtedia Mr. Boswort/i*
whose wife (I have been told) would not come witin ko Susquehanna and has
taken up with another man. Mr. Bosworth appeatsetan inoffensive man. He
has a daughter that keeps house for him, a likelf:behaved young woman —
but alas, what a bad mother! Mr. Bosworth, | badiehas good desires. |
endeavored to deal honestly with him. He gave merastrange account of a
Mr. Culver/? the son of a Presbyterian minister. One thing matybe improper
to mention, as | had it from him: Mr. Culver, irstirance, as he calls it, says he
saw a young man in hell who was drowned in theeysrs the following manner
— he was fishing with another young man who tockm@oe, contrary to his will,
from the shore; he who was drowned swore he woaldamned to hell if he
would not take it from him; he went along and wasnhed. Here, says Mr.
Culver, the Lord took him at his word. | prayedmihis little family and left
them.

| am sometimes almost brought to think thealin one of the most
abandoned places. It appears to me from whatd heard, that Susquehanna
must abound with whores, whoremongers and drunkasa=l for all | know,
murderers. Mr. Daniel McDowell at Chemung told ofi¢he murder of Colonel
Erwin,”® who was shot in his house while sitting in hisicheand some expected
by a man who then at this time lives on his lakié was shot through the body,
part of his heart cut with the ball. Immediatefieathe explosion, he started and
said, “What is that?” and cried, “I am shot, | anos— Lord, have mercy on me”
and dropped down dead! O how the ancient murdesgades in this part of the
world — may the Lord dethrone him by the preachuhthe Gospel.

| rode to Nathan Brown'’s and strove to preaichight from Job 22:21. Here
the children were so restless and noisy whilst$ g@eaking, that | scarcely knew
what | was about.

" David Bosworth (1746-1808) was born in Connecticut and came to Chemung with some of his
children. The story is told that his son David, whom he left behind with relatives, later ran away
and traveled by himself as a young child from Connecticut to Chemung to re-unite with his father
and siblings. Mr. Bosworth later moved downriver to Athens PA.

72 Rev. Jabez Culver (1731-1818) was sent to this region by the Connecticut Presbyterian
Missionary Society in 1791. The first of that denomination to preach here, he was the immediate
predecessor of the aforementioned Rev. Ebenezer Martin. Culver organized the area’s first
Presbyterian congregation at Wysox in October 1791. He had several sons, and Colbert does not
identify the one with whom he had the conversation.

73 Colonel Arthur Erwin was shot and killed on June 9, 1791, while sitting in the house of Daniel
McDuffee at Athens, by a man supposed to be an ejected squatter.
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Wednesday 16 — | preached at Captain Clark’s atSbkshequin on Matthew
19:16-22. The woman of this house put me in mindlartha — attention was
wanting. | had not much satisfaction in preachiAdter meeting was over, in
came Esquire Murrd§— he is a great universalist, a believer in eferna
justification. | believe he is an ungodly man. $#s he was once a public
speaker among the Baptists, and thought Christalédfor a part of mankind
and that some of them would perish. And now, lys,dae believes with the
Arminians that Christ died for all and that nondl werish. | felt sorry that |
spent so much time in argument with him — yet | hoosifess that some of his
conversation was edifying to me, while | think prénciples are bad.

Thursday 17 — | spent part of this day at my fridiedvnsend’s, where | wrote a
little, and read some in Volume | of Fletcher’s kear

Friday 18 — | wanted to cross the Susquehanna;duidl not with my horse — so |
left him at a house and crossed in a canoe. ted4 little society at Shufelt’s
Flats — where | gave an exhortation at night, metdass, and joined one in
society who had formerly been in but foolishly vdtbw because her name was
set down under her husband’s as “ditto.”

Saturday 19 — | crossed the river, paid 18 pencenfohorse being kept, and rode
to my friend Baldwin’s, where | spent the evenirgding Doctor Tillotson’s
Sermon against Atheism

Sunday 20 — | preached at Guy Wells’ on Revela2idgnwith a degree of
freedom, and in the evening on Job 22:21. An @tVi@ist woman here in
Wyalusing says the people are a set of villainabse they do not whip me out of
the place. What makes this old lady so unchagtaldlhold forth the possibility
that the wounds sin has made may fester afterarehealed by the blood of
Christ so as to need a fresh application of thedeahat are for the healing of the
nations — and this, with the old woman, is litéed than blasphemy.

Monday 21 — | rode through the snow to my old fddrownsend’s.
Tuesday 22 — | spoke from Psalm 1. This is a ¢efg night.

Wednesday 23 — | rode from my old friend Townsend’slathan Brown’s, and
on the way | called on Mr. Hortéhnear Breakneck Hill. Mrs. Horton was

" Noah Murray (1747-1811) was a noted and persuasive universalist orator. Before embracing
universalism, he had been a Baptist preacher. An early settler in Tioga Point [Athens], he was
justice of the peace there in 1788. Springfield township in Bradford County was originally named
Murraysfield township for him.

’> John Tillotson (1630-1694) was an English scholar, theologian and pastor who promoted
political and ecclesiastical reform and eventually became the archbishop of Canterbury. He
wrote and spoke strongly against both atheism and Catholicism.
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desirous of hearing preaching, and set off withfone€Captain Clark’s, but was
afraid to cross the river. | got over in a carfumyever, and preached with more
satisfaction than | expected — as | was so muatuiadl — on Mark 15:16. |
crossed back over the river.

Thursday 24 — | preached at Nathan Brown’s on &oBr, and at Jacob Snyder’s
on Hebrews 11:24-26. There were a few in thisgthat appear to be desirous.

Friday 25 — It was with difficulty, on account dfe ice, that | got through the
narrows. | preached at one Bennéftiseear Maughantowardwith freedom on |
Corinthians 6:19-20. To God be all the glory été is any good done. These
people are very willing to hear. | went home watMr. Deane, who appears to be
a man who has experienced the goodness of Gasla bity he has Calvinistic
notions —strange delusions indeed, to think thmtia can be a child of God while
laying in the bed of adultery. Mr. Deane was th@nrnwho sent for me to preach
in this neighborhood. My poor unhappy friend D.Mviztho was to have met me
today, called on me in the night — | expect liqand company kept him from
coming in the day.

Saturday 26 — | rode to my friend Vandervoort’$atvtown.

Sunday 27 — | could not cross the river today &aph at Newtown Point on
account of the ice running. Dr. Park on the othde desired me to go to Mr.
Seeley’s and hold meeting, so | went and preachefinoos 4:12 with a degree of
freedom. Mr. and Mrs. Vandeventéwere kind enough in giving me a passage
in an ox sleigh with them. | had a little conveisa with Mrs. Vandeventer on
the subject of falling from grace as we rode tofnignd Vandervoort’s, where |
preached in the afternoon on Revelation 2:7. Tdesé was crowded. Mrs.
Vandeventer asked me to go home with her. Shestaidvanted to talk to me
about some points, however | did not go — but hpsed to go in the morning. |
spend the evening readifipe French Conveff

76 Elijah Horton (1739-1821) and Jemima (Currie) Horton (1744-1825) were born in Westchester
County NY and married there in 1762. He was a soldier in the Revolutionary army, and the family
moved to Bradford County about 1790. The Hortons are buried in the Hornbrook Cemetery.

7 There were Bennett families in the Wyoming Valley, where they would have heard Methodist
preaching, at the time of the Wyoming Massacre who later moved up the Susquehanna and
Chemung rivers.

78 Maughantowano is the present town of Nichols, in Tioga County NY, where the Wappasening
Creek enters the Susquehanna River from the south, about 9 miles east of Sayre. These flats
were very fertile and home to a thriving Indian village prior to the 1778 Wyoming wars.

7 peter (1755-1837) and Mary Durham (1761-1845) Vandeventer were born in Somerset County
NJ, where they married in 1781, and moved to Newtown [Elmira] NY about 1787. They moved to
Conneaut, Erie County PA, where they died and are buried, about 1800.

% The full title is The French Convert: a True Relation of the Happy Conversion of a Noble French
Lady, from the Errors and Superstitions of Popery, to the Reformed Religion by Means of a
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Monday 28 — Agreeable to promise, | visited Mr. Yawmenter and found them
very kind, friendly people. Mrs. Vandeventer does believe in the horrid
doctrine of unconditional election and reprobatiout, is of the opinion that a true
child of God cannot so fall as to perish everlagtin | hope she will be better
informed by reading Mr. Wesley's treatise on thdiject. | went to prayer with
them. They told me | was welcome to their houisthanked them and left them
and rode to my friend Gray’s.

Tuesday 29 — | preached at my old friend KressMatthew 13:47-50. | had but
little freedom in speaking. At night | preacheds&iemungo Schoolhouse on
Hebrews 11:24-26. Thirteen out of Kress’ neighlbodhcame down; the house
was full. 1 was enabled to speak with freedomth& there may be a people
raised up in this place to glorify God.

Wednesday 30 — | preached at the schoolhouse ind@shequin on Malachi
3:18. | had but little satisfaction in preachinigdid not publish myself to preach
there again. Moses Park, who preaches there ota$sywould not make any
appointments for me — but he cannot hinder me foogaching in the house if the
people are willing to open it, and whenever | camthe place | expect to preach
there. God only knows when his word is made asiolgs Bad as | made out, |
heard some women, when | was coming away, wisHiagthey could have such
a sermon every week. | called at Mr. Gre&nh my way home with Nathan
Brown.

Thursday 31 — | rode the river to Mr. TownsendTsis is a very cold day and
night.

Friday, February 1, 1793 — | crossed the river on ice and called at old Mr.
Cole’s. These people appear to be unsettled inrttiads. The old man desired
his name to be taken off the class paper becasstahghter Molly is affronted
that_ her name was not entered by the leader.| hfgavant of patience among
the people in this circuit. | lodged at brothec&s.

Saturday 2 — | preached at brother Rice’s on liii@bians 5:17 with much
satisfaction — and for the help of others, | gavaecount of the work of God
within myself. | intended to go to Wyalusing andae attempt to cross on the

Protestant Gardener, Her Servant. Written by A. d’Auborn and originally published in London in
1696, it was reprinted in 2010 and is available in paperback.

8 Joseph Gray, as further identified by Colbert in a later entry, is listed on the Newtown tax rolls
(which included the entire Chemung valley) for 1794.

8 This may or may not be the Josiah Green that appears later in the journal. All the references
to the surname Green suggest a location in the Wysox area, and so they are treated in the
surname index as referring to the same family. Willard Green (1762-1831), who died in Wysox
and whose father Elias died in the Wyoming Massacre was apparently living in Wilkes-Barre at
the time and did not move into the Wysox area until 1804 or later).
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ice, but my horse fell in up to his neck and | d@exsdl going. | lodged with my
friend Mayhewi® on Shufelt’s Flats.

Sunday 3 — | preached at Mr. Alexander’s on | P&ie¥, and at night a prayer at
brother Rice’s. | feel my want of more watchfulees sometimes feel as if |
talked too much. Lord, help me to be more on mgrdu

Monday 4 — | spent the day at brother Rice’s.

Tuesday 5 — | crossed the Susquehanna on thedgereached at my friend
Townsend’s on Matthew 1:21 and spoke to the cl@&sse of the members
refused telling the state of her mind, yet she aikto be spoken to. | baptized
Uriah Townsend¥ daughter Elizabetfr.

Wednesday 6 — | preached at Captain Clark’s on é¥ebP:3 and lodged at
Benjamin Luce’$®

Thursday 7 — | preached at my friend Green’s omBh4-15. Here | had not
much satisfaction in preaching for so many noisidebn that were brought to
meeting. | lodged at Nathan Brown'’s.

Friday 8 — | preached at Maughantowano on Romais &hd lodged with my
Baptist friend Deane — who will not yet be persuhtlat a man that has once
been converted and born of God can so fall astisipeverlastingly.

® This is believed to be Richard Mayhew, a veteran of the Revolutionary army — whose daughter
Susan married Stephen Horton, son of Colbert’s friend Elijah Horton who lived near Breakneck
Hill.

# Uriah Townsend (1763-1825) was a son of Elijah Townsend, the Wysox area host of Colbert.
Later in the year, he and his wife and their young children moved with his father to Yates County
NY, where he became a class leader in the town of Jerusalem. His wife was Dolly Fox, daughter
of Randolph Fox, whose family had purchased land and settled along the Towanda Creek
between the river and Monroeton about 1773 and dramatically escaped to safer territory during
the 1778 Wyoming Massacre — at which time Dolly was 11 years old — only to return 5 years later
to find their house burned and the property desolate.

® Elizabeth Townsend (1792-1878) was less than one year old when she was baptized. In 1807,
at the age of 14, she was converted at a camp meeting at Oaks Corners, Ontario County NY. In
1812 she married an Ashbel Beers, a tailor and wool-carder, and both were active members of
the Methodist Church in Jerusalem.

8 Few details are known about this Benjamin Luce, except this note to him marked “Lackawany,
October 8, 1784” — which appears in the Pennsylvania Archives, volume X, page 679. It was
written to Benjamin Luce after yet another assault by Pennsylvanians to drive the Connecticut
settlers from the Wyoming Valley. "Sir, We understand that you are obstinate and treat the
Yankees ill ; therefore this is to warn you in the name of the Connecticut Claimants to depart and
leave the house of Richard Hollsted, in 12 hours in peace, or expect trouble. If we are obliged to
send a party of men to do the business you must abide the consequences. EBENEZER JOHNSTON,
WATERMAN BALDWIN."
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Saturday 9 — After having some talk with friend Beabout principles, | rode
about 20 miles to my friend Vandervoort’s.

Sunday 10 — | preached at Newtown Point on Gedésis/. A man they called
Lawyer Loop” behaved very badly and made himself very ridicsloln the
afternoon | preached at Esquire Hammond’s withgaekeof pleasure on Mark
1:15. I have old Mr. Culver, a Calvinist ministag one of my hearers. In this
place they talk of very strange things — such asihg groans. One says he saw
an apparition — but he will not tell who it was,wanat it said to him.

Monday 11 — | spent a little time with Doctor Pankjo is very friendly to me.
He told me a remarkable dream of Judge Milf8raughter, which was, as well
as | can recollect, as follows: “That the young rfaat was killed by the handle
of a pitchfork came to her to inform her that thisra hell — which, it is said, her
father’s family did not believe.” Mr. Park saygrans were heard in the day,
while the people have been sitting by the fire” @htimistake not, “while the
young woman was relating her dream.” But | douraderstand that it has had
any effect on them.

Tuesday 12 — | preached at my old friend Kressisamh 55:6-7. | felt very
much engaged. | think some felt in a measure tweep of the word. At night |
preached at the Shemungo Schoolhouse on Il Coaimgls:17. It appears to me
that if we had a few in this place that were zesalimn God and the cause of
Methodism, there would soon be a glorious work.

Wednesday 13 — | visited two friendly, apparentbilivdeposed people today on
my way from Shemungo to Nathan Brown’s. | thanld®uat | was neither killed
nor crippled coming through the narrows betweemaiBoint and New
Sheshequin. It snowed hard, and my horse baftimade the riding very
unpleasant in the very best of roads, but whemrect where the water flowing
from the bottom of the precipice was frozen andeced with snow, it then
became intolerable — so | had to dismount. | waged to the dangerous
alternative of leading my horse on the ice on tbe sf the river, which broke
under the weight of me and my horse into largeggamder me and let me down
into the water more than knee deep. | had to engself to keep my horse from
plunging on me. By a kind Providence, | was ablenbunt my horse and he took

¥ This would appear to be Martin Loop (1766-c1819), who is listed in the 1790 census for
Chemung County. His brother Peter Loop (1760-1825), who married a Henry Birney’s daughter
Sarah, also lived in Elmira for a while — but not until after 1800. Their sister Neeltje Eleanor Loop
(1884-1877) married William Cameron (1781-1850) of the Oneida Conference.

# John C. Miller (1760-1833) was married to Henry Birney’s daughter Hannah. It appears that
“Judge” was the name by which he was known, and not necessarily a position that he held.

® This likely refers to the snow balling up inside the horse’s hoof. Present day horse care
manuals recommend applying Vaseline to the hooves (not the shoes) to prevent snow balling.
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me through. By this time | was well out. My séfttiwas frozen as stiff as a
horn, but | felt no cold. | soon rode to NathamBn’s, and | was sorry that the
people did not come to preaching on this dismattnédter | had had such a
distressing journey.

Thursday 14 — | preached at Mr. Horton’s with mgakisfaction on Acts 3:19. |
trust the word reached some of their hearts, andd to my friend Townsend'’s.

Friday 15 — | crossed the Susquehanna on the @@r@ached in the evening at
James Rice’s on Luke 21:36.

Saturday 16 — | had the Susquehanna to crosstthreg on the ice going from
friend Rice’s in Shufelt’s Flat to friend Baldwinis Wyalusing.

Sunday 17 — | preached at Guy Wells’ on Matthewt26:Soon after | read my
text, | knew not but | should be obliged to sit doand say nothing — as there
were so many noisy children — but their noise abatel | made out through the
assistance of God to speak with satisfaction. Bgtw hear, | expect the people
in these parts think | have a very weak head bechcannot preach with
satisfaction when there are a number of noisy oiildibout me bawling louder
than | can speak.

Monday 18 — | spent the day in writing letters.

Tuesday 19 — | had to ride in the rain to my frififmdvnsend’s. Having my horse
to get shod, it was night before | got there —hsytwere disappointed. | was
sorry for it, but | could not help it. A pamphlell into my hands today in which
the author (Samuel Wethe'l) undertakes to prove that Christ did not suffer in
the place and stead of man — and, consequentlyighteousness is not imputed
to him. Tho’ | come short in many duties, yet if meeart does not deceive me

% This could be a euphemism for “rear end” — or, more likely, the result of handwriting and/or
misspelling that cannot be deciphered.

°! Material by Samuel Wetherill (1736-1816) appears in the following 48-page pampbhlet printed
in Philadelphia in 1790: A Confutation of the doctrines of Antinomianism; delivered in the College
Hall, in the City of Philadelphia, on Seventh Day Evening, June 17, 1790. Together with some
observations on the reply made by John Murray, on the Second-day Evening following. This is not
be the actual pamphlet read by Colbert — he gives a more complete title in his entry for 4/2/1793
— but it is undoubtedly similar to it. Wetherill was a Philadelphia Quaker who was outspoken on
both civil and religious issues. He was also a key player in the split that resulted in the formation
of the Free Quakers, as described on their web page: In 1780 a small group of Quakers who were
disowned by the Society of Friends for various reasons, including support of the Revolutionary war effort,
met in the home of Samuel Wetherill, a carpenter and merchant. They discussed forming their own Society,
which they did the following year, and requested permission to meet for worship and business in existing
Friends’ meeting houses. Their request was denied and, for a time, they continued to meet in one another’s
houses. Happily for the infant Society, membership expanded and they resolved to build their own meeting
house, purchasing a lot on the southwest corner of Mulberry (now Arch) and Fifth Streets in summer 1783.
Construction began immediately. George Washington, Benjamin Franklin and Robert Morris were among
the contributors to the building fund.
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(according to my knowledge) | have as great ansa»erto Antinomianism and
Calvinism as the author — yet | am fearful of gyinto his scheme lest | should
rob Christ of the glory due unto him for our saigat

In my view there is more consistency in hisntie, but | would wish always to
be taught of God — lest | should give way to nemgfad doctrines, or make the
death and resurrection of Christ of none effectt Mnust acknowledge that the
author reasons well — and if | were thoroughly éooed that it was entirely free
from a tendency of driving men into Deism, | cotrieely acquiesce with him:
not that | think that Calvinism does not lead tadde notwithstanding all their
professed veneration for the Christian system.

Wednesday 20 — | preached at Captain Clark’s orel2ik36.

Thursday 21 — | preached at my friend Green’s at Sbeshequin with a degree
of satisfaction on Acts 16:30-31. They had a @rali the next house.

Friday 22 — | preached at Mawhontowongo on Il Citiiems 5:17, and at night at
friend Alden’s? at Pipe Creek on Mark 1:15. This has been a hard day’s work.
| have ridden 18 miles, crossed a mountain, andgbied twice.

Saturday — | rode nearly 30 miles.

Sunday 24 — In the forenoon | lectured at Newtowm®fon Mark 4:9, and in the
afternoon | preached at my friend Vandervoort'svatthew 24:42. Blessed be
God. | have reason to believe some felt the word.

Monday 25 — | rode to Mr. Kress’

Tuesday 26 — | preached at Mr. Kress’ on Il PetBf8l | observed that three
people in this congregation kneel — and one of the® a Baptist. At night |
preached in the schoolhouse at Shemungo on Ac39-3:.. Some of the
congregation appeared to be well satisfied.

Wednesday 27 — | visited Mr. Mallory and Mr. Martithese two men and their
wives appear to be under awakening. Mr. Martid tok that one of the

neighboring women came and invited him to go toegting, and that he went —
not knowing but it was so ordered that he shoutdcgaverted that night. But he

°2 Andrew Alden (1766-1824) settled in Tioga County NY, by the mouth of Pipe Creek, at the site
of the present town of Tioga, in 1785. At the same time, his brother Prince Alden settled about
two miles downriver. The Aldens were born in Connecticut, direct descendants of the John Alden
who came over on the Mayflower, and their family moved to Newport township (by Nanticoke)
in 1772, where they were the first permanent settlers and the namesake for the town of Alden.
Andrew and Prince are brothers to Abigail Alden Bidlack, wife of Shubal Bidlack. Andrew later
moved west and died in Madison County OH.

» Pipe Creek flows into the Susquehanna River from the north in Tioga County NY, about 4 miles
south of Owego.
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said afterwards that he did not know when he hssl $atisfaction of a sermon. |
rode to Nathan Brown’s and preached at night orkMat-9.

Thursday 28 — | rode to my friend Townsend'’s exipgcto preach, but none but
one girl — beside the family — came out.

Friday, March 1, 1793 — | rode to my friend Baldwin’s. It was with ditfilty
that | crossed the mountain on the way. | nevermare wild deer together
before.

Saturday 2 — | rested myself at my friend Baldwin’s

Sunday 3 — In the forenoon | preached at Guy Welsl Corinthians 13:13, and
in the afternoon on Matthew 13:31-32. In the iméiof preaching, | had a
dispute with a universalist who said he thoughad imade a mistake in saying
that the universalists expected to be cleansecbyite. He wanted to make it
appear from Scripture that there was no hell, kag not able to support his
argument. He said that it was sin that would b@ighed, not man. | then strove
to show him the weakness of his argument by a isidé: If a man was
sentenced to die for a crime and being broughtégtace of execution, what
would be said? Would it be said by any preserittttaman must not be
punished, but his sin? How ridiculous would thes b

In the forenoon | had some satisfaction irapheng, but in the afternoon |
believe the people had very little in hearing —-asoount of the crying of children
(to me a very hateful noise). But in this countrig not pleasing to the people if
they see the preacher get discomposed by thigsgsstig din. | would wish such
people to know that | do not preach for the sakleealring myself — if | did, |
could have as much satisfaction in preaching tardes as to them that cannot
hear me.

Monday 4 — | went with my old friend Baldwin tod&ysee old Mrs. YorR? one
of our greatest enemies in Wyalusing. In her agirliam a heretic, blasphemer,
and almost everything that is bad, because | beliged has given man a capacity
to do his own will — and that the Almighty neverlivgave a man whether the man
is willing to be saved or not.

| am a blasphemer in her judgment becausg thed the wounds sin made in
the soul, healed by the blood of Christ, may featef need another application of
the same. She says she doesn'’t believe that ahbahk once been a child of God
can by adultery or murder become a child of theldeven tho’ they commit
such crimes. She says, “They are God'’s childrand to hold forth that we can
live without sin is what this old Calvinistic saiabhors. She would give no
reasonable answer to any question | would asknoerexplanation to any text of
Scripture that | would ask her the meaning — betsdid we took a text here and

* Mrs. Lucretia (Miner) York (1732-1818) was born in Volunton CT and died in Wysox PA. Her
son Manassah Miner York was the local Presbyterian minister.
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there, and did not take the Scripture as a chakedl together, and from such she
said she was to withdraw herself. She desiredonpegach no more, and told my
friend Baldwin she would come to meeting no moteeifdid not take his hand
from the Legat€> Neither did she forget telling me of a publicleotion |
proposed to make. She need do no more to conmecghe has no religion.

Tuesday 5 — | rode through the rain on my way tofmeynd Townsend'’s, but
could not cross the Wysox. | lodged at Mr. Mosberay the Lord keep me
from murmuring on account of the difficulties | me® this part of the world.
Sometimes | think there is sure prospect of goaddogone, and at other times a
horrid darkness appears to hang over many places.

Calvinism, Universalism, and the oppositioatttihe doctrine of Christian
Perfection and the possibility of a child so simnas to perish everlastingly meet
with, very much hinder the progress of religiontbe Susquehanna. Indeed,
there are few of the Methodists that are cleahendbctrine of Christian
Perfection. There are three — one a Presbytasisma Baptist, and the other a
Universalist — which | believe do much harm in nirggit. | sometimes think
were these three swept away my labours would kesétke for they confuse the
people — and they all oppose the doctrine | preddtey all, directly or indirectly,
tell the people they can do nothing, and if theytarbe saved God will save them
without their striving — and upon Antinomian groutige Universalists tell them
they will be saved whether they die in sin or niothonor to this antinomian
doctrine, it is not as bad as Calvinism — but thbad enough to people in the
regions of darkness.

Wednesday 6 — | disappointed a congregation totikyr.aBallard’s”® at Old
Sheshequin, on account of the Wysox being impasgabh horse.

Thursday 7 — | preached with a degree of libertyogiah Green’s on Revelation
22:7, but afterwards I felt somewhat cast down.

Friday 8 — | omitted going to Maughantowano andigsmabove on account of
the bad riding, but | rode to Daniel McDowell's@hemung — and a very
unpleasant ride it was. | feel | want more pateenc

% “did not take his hand from the Legate” is assumed to mean “did not stop supporting Colbert,
the envoy of apostacy.”

% Stephen Ballard (1771-1812) lived in Ulster, coming to the area in 1792 as the first of several
Ballard relatives from Framingham MA. In July 1801 he was one of several area residents who
were subjects of a grand jury investigation for their part in disguising themselves, assaulting an
agent carrying papers signed by persons trying to clarify their Connecticut claims to area land,
burning the papers, and tarring and feathering the agent. The grand jury did not indict. His uncle
Joseph Ballard (1733-1806), mentioned later by Colbert, came in 1794 and settled along Sugar
Creek.
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Saturday 9 — | rode from Daniel McDowell’s to Jds€pray’s — and a
disagreeable passage | had through the Chemungwégaras the stones were
falling from the top of the precipice, occasiongdlie melting of the snow.
Daniel McDowell and a man by the name of Reed wette me coming through.

Sunday 10 — | preached with a degree of liberfyewtown Point on Matthew
18:3, and in the afternoon | preached at Esquimaidand’s on Ephesians 5:14
and met the little class. Sometimes | have a lilogiesome of the people in the
circuit will get stirred up, and at other timegsgpears that they are impregnable.

Monday 11 — Where | crossed the Seeley Creekédat Gardner’s, where | was
desired to pray with a woman who had a sick childave but little satisfaction in
praying among those in the country, for neithgpuiblic nor family worship will
they kneel — and when | kneel, | am gazed at dd there some uncommon
creature. |lodged at Kress'.

Tuesday 12 — | preached at my friend Kress’ on Matt25:26 and baptized three
children, and in the evening | preached at Shem@ujmolhouse on part of Luke
15:2 — “This man receiveth sinners.” | lodged ani2l McDowell’s. | have not
had much freedom in speaking today.

Wednesday 13 — | visited Mr. Mallory and Mr. Martand conversed a while and
prayed with them, and came on to Nathan Brown’s.

Thursday 14 — | have had the pleasure of seeirigcdan and, this evening, of
preaching at Mr. Ballard’s on Matthew 18:3. | witlat some who profess to be
Methodist in this place may not be lost. | havefesrs of them.

Friday 15 — | rode to my friend Townsend’s.
Saturday 16 — | rode to Shufelt’s Flats and preddmePsalm 119:156.

Sunday 17 — | rode to my friend Parshail'syho went with me to Wyalusing,
where | preached at Guy Wells’ on Matthew 25:26it\vaith little satisfaction,
on account of the noisy children.

Monday 18 — | preached at James Rice’s at Shufelits on part of Matthew
6:10 — “Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heav

Tuesday 19 — | spent the day on Shufelt’s Flats.

%7 |srael Parshall (1760-1843) lived in Terrytown, on the west side of the river between Shufelt
Flats and Wyalusing. The Parshall and Terry families were many times interrelated by marriage.
Parshall Terry (1734-1811), a 1763 Connecticut settler in the Wyoming Valley, was the father of
Jonathan Terry (the founder of Terrytown in 1787) and Deliverance Terry (the wife of Israel
Parshall). Parshall Terry, Israel Parshall, and other relations moved into Terrytown soon after its
founding. To further reinforce the familial interrelationships, in 1795 Israel and Deliverance gave
Parshall Terry a grandson named Terry Parshall.
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Wednesday 20 — | preached at Mr. Alexander’s.
Thursday 21 — | was detained on Shufelt’'s Flatthieyhigh waters.

Friday 22 — | came to Mr. Cole’s — but as | coutd get my horse over the river, |
sent him back to Shufelt’s Flats by my friend Mayhe

Saturday 23 — | crossed over the river to Townsend’

Sunday 24 — | preached at Townsend’s on Matthed224ith a degree of
pleasure.

Monday 25 — | rode up to New Sheshequin and undettm preach at the
schoolhouse at night on Mark 13:37. The night plaasant. More were out than
common — and among them their preacher, Mr. Pahmk, advd not stay long. | felt
very much embarrassed in speaking, and unhappy imimd.

Tuesday 26 — | kept close quarters at my frience@eg on account of the rain.

Wednesday 27 — | rode from Green’s to Mr. Gustiiand called at Mr.
Horton’s, near Breakneck Hill, on the way. Mr. @ndoves to talk about
religion.

Thursday 28 — | preached at Mr. Horton’s on Il @drians 5:17, but rode to my
friend Townsend’s to lodge.

Friday 29 — | stayed at friend Townsend’s.
Saturday 30 — | came by water to Wyalusing.

Saturday 31 — | preached at Wyalusing on John 824Four weeks ago, | gave
out for a public collection in this place to be raadday. My friend Baldwin
spoke to the public, but nobody said anything plye- so | came off without
anything. And I can truly say | should be happatttnis was all | had to trouble
me in this circuit.

Monday, April 1, 1793 — | preached at Mr. Alexander’'s on Mark 10:28-8d a
rode to Mr. Cole’s.

Tuesday 2 — | preached with satisfaction at myhtti#ownsend’s on Matthew
18:15-17. Old Mr. Cole was there, and | find hengre off his antinomianism
notions of universal salvation since he read Wdtisgpamphlet (which is called

% Eliphalet Gustin (1766-1860) is the son-in-law of Elijah Horton, having married his daughter
Jemima in Stroudsburg in 1787. He came to Sheshequin in 1791 — journeying up the river in a
canoe with his wife, two children, and a few household effects. In 1800 he sold his property at
Hornbrook and moved across the river to the mouth of Hemlock Run, where he remained for 3
years before settling permanently at Luthers Mills. Eliphalet and Jemima are buried with many of
their descendants in the family’s Gustin Cemetery.
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Defense of the Doctrines Contained in a Pamphléie@aA Confutation of the
Doctrine of the Antinomiai’

Wednesday 3 — | came to Captain Clark’s and prehahaight on Matthew 7:21-
23. | expect some of the Calvinists got displeakad was not very reserved in
speaking my sentiments on the subject of so fafliogn grace as to perish
everlastingly.

Thursday 4 — | preached at my friend Green’s orldabeparagraph of Matthew
25, and at night at old Mr. Schneidésn Romans 5:18. | have heard that
Captain F. did not like my sermon last night. peat the arguments brought
forward to prove that Judas was once a child of @iddhot please him, as |
expect he hold to Calvinistic perseverance.

Friday 5 — | rode to Daniel McDowell’s.
Saturday 6 — | rode to brother Vandervoort’s at iswn.

Sunday 7 — | preached at Newtown Point on Psalamd jn the afternoon at
Esquire Hammond’s on Job 22:21 — and here | celte2t shillings and 3 pence.
Coming from Newtown Point, | fell in with a youngam— a Baptist — who told
me that he had been in the dark ever since heddheBaptist Church, and that
he cannot be reconciled to the doctrine of elechioth reprobation as held by the
Baptists.

Monday 8 — | rode to Kress'.

Tuesday 9 — | preached at Kress’ on Jude 21, atiteievening at the
schoolhouse in Shemango on Psalm 1. In this glawdlected 4/10 [i.e., 4
shillings and 10 pence].

Wednesday 10 — | spent the day at Daniel McDowelisl visiting Mr. Mallory.

Thursday 11 — | rode to my friend Townsend’s, wHefind brothers Waré®
and Thomad®

% peter Schneider (1735-7?), father of Jacob Snyder, was born in Sussex County NJ and by 1789 he
had moved his family to Sheshequin, where he was a tanner and made harnesses and shoes.

1% Thomas Ware (1758-1842) was born in New Jersey and was encouraged by Asbury to enter
the ministry. He was present at the 1784 Christmas Conference, but apparently as an interested
observer. He began itinerating the following year. The 1792 General Minutes place him on
Staten Island, but he — like Colbert — appears to have been switched to a new appointment in
mid-year and was now the superintendent of a new District that included Tioga and Wyoming
(and other) circuits. He appears to have scheduled this meeting with Thomas and Colbert to
advise them that they will be trading circuits for the 1793-94 conference year.

1% James Thomas (1765-1827) was born in Talbot County MD, ordained with Colbert at the 1792
General Conference and sent to Wyoming circuit at the same time Colbert was sent to Tioga.
Now, under superintendent Ware, he is about to trade circuits with Colbert. The Tioga circuit
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Friday 12 — Brother Ware preached at friend Towd%eon part of Matthew 6:9
— “Our father which art in heaven.”

Saturday 13 — Brother Ware preached at Nathan Bspwumere we hold our
guarterly meeting, on Micah 7:7. Brother Thomasgegan exhortation. At night
brother Ware preached in the schoolhouse, muctytsatisfaction, on Luke
10:41-42.

Sunday 14 — We have had a very good Love Feasmihising, which we held at
friend Green’s — after which | heard brother Thompeesach at the schoolhouse
with much satisfaction on John 7:37-38. | gavedmortation after him, and then
brother Ware preached on part of Luke 22:19 a senvell-suited to the time of
administering the sacrament — which was the fins¢tl ever assisted in the
administration of this sacred ordinance.

[This ends Colbert’s service on Tioga circuit. Triext chapter beings with his
travel to his new appointment, the Wyoming cirguit.

apparently was as rough on Thomas as it had been on Colbert — for he had no appointment in
1794, returned to his home in Maryland, officially located in 1795, and married in 1797.
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Chapter 3
1793-94 (first part)
Wyoming Circuit

[This chapter begins in April 1793 with Colbert ahi$ out-going superintendent
Thomas Ware, who had just officiated at the LovasEelosing out Colbert’s
year on the Tioga circuit, traveling to their newpintments — Colbert to the
Wyoming circuit and Ware to Wilkes-Barre to “ingtaColbert before heading

up the Lackawanna trail to superintend the circuitgler him at his new
assignment in central and upper New York State. réasons that have not been
preserved, Colbert also returns to the Northumbedlaircuit for two brief (a
week or less) preaching tours.]

Monday, April 15, 1793 — Brother Ware and | rose early and got into & bba
New Sheshequin going down the river — which rumsubh the mountains at all
points of the compass - till dark, when we stopgtea cabin by the riverside
where we could not get even straw to sleep onthgroNare, however, fixed
himself on a chest with a bunch of tow for a pillew suppose he thought himself
well off. As for my part, | had to get hay outtbe boat for my bed, which
another passenger begged part of.

Tuesday 16 — About 12 o’clock we landed at Wilkes¥B, the seat of justice for
Luzerne County. It was very pleasant coming ddwn3usquehanna this
morning after breakfast — and had the men behaaddelves as well as they did
this morning, | would have been happy continuingteriver. We dined at old
friend Mann's in Wilkes-Barre, then rode to Richard Inm&nwhere | do not

feel very well in my mind. His wife is a Calvinistperseverian. | have been four
months and 8 days in Tioga circuit — one of thetrdasagreeable places for
travel | ever was in, among a refractory sort adgde. | lived hard and laboured
hard, but | fear did little good. 1 joined butéerin society while | was there. But

! Adam Mann at this time was the owner of uninhabited Fish’s Island — which directly connects
him with to other persons in Colbert’s journal. In 1776 or 1777, this island was granted by vote
of the town of Wilkes-Barre to the Rev. Jacob Johnson, who possessed it until August, 1791,
when he conveyed it to Adam Mann. In March, 1796, the latter conveyed it to Putnam Catlin.
While Adam Mann had property in Wilkes-Barre, he seems to have stronger ties to Wysox. In
1782 his daughter Jane married Nathan Carey (1755-1835), a Wyoming massacre survivor whose
father was the founder of Careytown.

? Richard Inman (1751-1831) was born in Connecticut and came to the area before the
Revolutionary War with his parents and six brothers, three of whom were lost in the Wyoming
Massacre. They all settled in Buttonwood, Hanover township, between Wilkes-Barre and
Nanticoke. He is buried in the Hanover Cemetery.
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| think there is a prospect of good being done.y ke labours of my successor
be blessed more than mine were.

Wednesday 17 — Brother Ware left me. He is a nteavé a high opinion of.
Now | have the charge of Wyoming circuit. May therd give me wisdom, grace
and patience that | may deal with these peopledik@who hath the worth of
souls at heart.

Thursday 18 — | spent the day with brother Waller.

Friday 19 — | came to Nanticoke and stopped at A&tont’s. In the evening |
went to a prayer meeting at Shubal Bidlack's, wHeyave an exhortation, and
returned to friend Hunt'’s.

Saturday 20 — | have seen 29 years this day. Amdsy difficulties and
dangers | have been protected and preserved lprakiglence of God. O that the
remainder of my days may be spent to his glorgined with three of our
Methodist sisters in a mill. | rode to Wilkes-Bawand called at my old friend
Mann’s, where | am very kindly received. Wanting boots mended, | carried
them to the prison under the courthouse, for apasto mend, as there was no
shoemaker in town — and paid him double what hedgi mending them, as he
was a poor prisoner.

Sunday 21 — This morning the prison was evacdated/ilkes-Barre — and only
one of my boots was mended. | suppose they thdbglthad not time to stay to
mend both. | preached at the courthouse on Mdrg, &nd in the afternoon at
Richard Inman’s on Il Corinthians 13:5.

Monday 22 — | spent the day at my friends’: Walesister Burnett®and
Hunt'’s.

Tuesday 23 — | preached at Aaron Hunt's on Luk@2.2Thanks to God! | do
not know when | had a better meeting.

Wednesday 24 — | went to Newport. Nine women,rmae, and some children
were out at Bennetfsand | gave them an exhortation.

* Ashbel Waller (1759-1849) was born in Cornwall CT and lived in Careytown — the lower part of
Wilkes-Barre —along the River Road north of Buttonwood and was a brother to Joseph Waller.

He later became a local preacher, and was instrumental in organizing the classes at Plymouth and
elsewhere. Still later he removed to the Holland Purchase in western New York.

* Some sources suggest this is Colbert’s way of saying that all the prisoners had escaped during
the night.

> The Burnetts lived between Careytown and Nanticoke.

® Thomas Bennett (1720-1796) was one of the original 40 settlers who came from Connecticut in
1770 and erected a fort along the Susquehanna to give the town of Forty Fort its name. He and
his family escaped the Wyoming Massacre and fled to Stroudsburg before returning to the area.
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Thursday 25 — | exhorted a few people at one Bé'sristShawneé. Here | am
informed that one of our sisters was turned outamfrs by her husband for giving
one of our preachers a quarter of a dollar.

Friday 26 — | rode to brother Owef's

Saturday 27 — | rode to one Jackson’s whose wife s&ciety — he was once in
himself.

Sunday 28 — | preached at Rosencraos’Matthew 7:21-23, and in the afternoon
at Captain Parish*& on | Corinthians 6:19-20, and at night at CapRémsom’s*

He was a Methodist and the apparent patriarch of the numerous Bennett families in the valley,
but precise identification of the Bennett family in Newport that entertained Colbert during his
visits is not possible.

7 Shawnee is the old name for Plymouth. Besides Main Street [US route 11], Shawnee Avenue is
the borough’s other major east-west thoroughfare — and the borough is home to Shawnee
Cemetery.

8 Anning Owen (1751-1814), “the Wyoming Blacksmith,” is considered the father of Methodism
in the Wyoming Valley. In 1793 he lived in Kingston and functioned as a local preacher. Received
into the itinerancy on trial in 1795 and ordained an elder in 1797, he went on to serve numerous
appointments in the Wyoming region, and also as a superintendent. He is one of the few active
combatants that survived (in dramatic and traumatic fashion) the 1778 Wyoming Massacre — at
one point reportedly shouting to his companions “My gun is so hot that | cannot hold it!” He
returned to the area in 1788 and traveled widely preaching on his own before any circuit rider
was appointed to the region. The site of his home and shop is an historical site of the
Susquehanna Conference, and there is a marker in front of the Kingston church commemorating
his ministry. A full obituary appears in the 1814 General Minutes.

° Mr. Rosencrans reportedly lived “on the bluff near the railway station in what is now
Wyoming.” He is likely one of the 5 sons of the Daniel Rosencrans Sr. (1737-1782) who was
captured at the Wyoming Massacre and taken to Seneca Lake, where he escaped from the
Indians and returned to New Jersey to rejoin his family that had fled to that place following the
battle. After the Revolutionary War, Daniel’s widow returned with her family to the Wyoming
Valley, disposed of the farm, and returned to New Jersey, where she died in 1808. Her son
Daniel Rosencrans Jr. (1773-1848) is known to have returned to the area before moving to Ohio
in 1808. John Rosencrans (a younger brother of Daniel Sr.) and his 4 sons also lived in the
Wyoming Valley, and Colbert’s host could have been from that family.

1% Ebenezer Parish lived in Ross Hill and was a member of that class. Palmer’s 1950 book says his
home “stood a block or two in the rear of the Edwardsville high school.” It was the first regular
Methodist preaching place in the valley and hosted Francis Asbury on his first visit to the valley.
Peck’s 1860 book identifies him as “the first Methodist class leader in Wyoming.”

u George Palmer Ransom (1762-1850) was the son of the Samuel Ransom killed in the Wyoming
Massacre. Samuel’s house was burned, and his family fled down the valley with the other
refugees. After the advance of Sullivan's army the family returned and occupied their land, only
to become involved in the Pennsylvania-Connecticut land dispute. In November 1783, Mrs.
Ransom and her daughters were, in the most inhuman manner, turned out of their house by
Pennsylvanians in a cold and bitter storm to seek shelter as best they might. Mrs. Esther
(Lawrence) Ransom married James Bidlack Sr., the father of Shubal and Benjamin Bidlack.
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in Shawnee on Mark 16:15-16. Mrs. Ransbim a daughter of affliction; she was
desirous of hearing preaching and being baptizéd ér children. | thank God |
have been enabled to speak with freedom today.

Monday 29 — | rode a rough road from Shawnee terBal expecting to meet
brother Campbelf at Amos Park’s, but he did not come.

Tuesday 30 — | preached to a few people in Saldvr.aPark’s on John 3:16 and
rode to my good old friend’s, the widow Salmon, méiahing Creek.

Wednesday, May 1, 1793 — | met brother Campbell at Joseph Ogden’s in
Northumberland circuit and preached at night frogotinthians 6:19-20. | was
very glad to see my old friends.

Thursday 2 — | spent the day with brother Campdtelloseph Ogden’s.

Friday 3 — on my way from my friend Ogden’s to Nrark’s on the North Branch
of the Susquehanna, | called at Berwick and hadesmmversation with Mr.
Isaac Holloway — a man formerly happy in religiand a man of good sense, but
spoiled with liquor and bad company. He acknowésdigis faults, that he is too
easily drawn from his duty by the error of the vadk He told me when | called
on him Tuesday that he was almost destructed afteiof his drinking spells, and
that he had been so tempted by the devil that tlkel cot look at the name of
JESUS without finding something rising in him agaithe name — and he was
obliged to shut the Book. He very candidly ackrexniges that he expects by the
act of study his mind has acquired a little morewledge than some of the
common people that have had no better opportuingy himself — and that his
proud heart wants him to communicate to othersthattwhile he is about it he
gets off his guard and involves himself into traibHow we ought to increase in
humility as we do in knowledge!

Saturday 4 — | rode from Salem to Wilkes-Barre ealted to see sister Burnett
on the way. She is a good woman that meets wiplosipon, but | trust she is
determined to persevere.

George Palmer Ransom was himself a captured survivor of the Wyoming Massacre, although
he is not listed on the Wyoming Monument. He was captured during the battle and taken to
Canada — where he succeeded in making his escape from an island in the St Lawrence River, and
with two others made his way through the forests to Vermont, and thence to Connecticut. He
then returned to the Wyoming Valley and is buried in Shawnee Cemetery. His house was at the
corner of what is now Main and Coal Streets in the borough of Plymouth.

2 Olive (Utley) Ransom was apparently ill at the time of this visit, and she died within 3 months —
onJuly 14, 1793. She had 4 children, ages 2 to 9.

B James Campbell was now serving on the neighboring Northumberland circuit, and the Salem
appointment was the easternmost appointment on Northumberland circuit. At this point Colbert
makes a brief and unexplained excursion (April 29 to May 4) into the Northumberland circuit.
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Sunday 5 — This forenoon | preached with a heabjrd for the salvation of
souls in the courthouse at Wilkes-Barre on Act8Q&1. In the afternoon |
preached at Richard Inman’s on Il Corinthians 5akid in the evening at Aaron
Hunt’'s on Matthew 7:21-23.

Monday 6 — | want to acquaint myself with the natand design of the Christian
Sacraments — viz., baptism and the supper of the. Lbhave reason to take
shame to myself that | have not studied these pontre before | was ordained.

| have for a considerable time been studying thiptsral doctrine of election and
reprobation, and whether a child of God can sasito be lost — and it appears to
me that these doctrines are contrary to the desreld by the Calvinists on
these points. Calvinism is very unfriendly to gvegress and prosperity of
religion.

Tuesday 7 — | lodged at my friend Mann’s in Wilk&arre.

Wednesday 8 — | rode to Lackawanna Forge and pedamthlames Sutton*on |
Corinthians 6:19-20. Here | met with a disputirg\inist. Sister Sutton and her
daughter appear to be very clever women. Ourdrigatton has not joined the
society, but he appears to be a man of very exttelisposition.

Thursday 9 — On my way to Capobskcalled at a Baptist's house. The man
looked as if he wanted to talk, and as | suppdkeught myself ready for him, |
got off my horse and went in — but | found the mamuch out with the
Calvinistic doctrine of election and reprobatiomagself, yet he cannot bear the
doctrine the Methodists preach that a saint cagirsas to lose his soul. | bid the
old man farewell, who wished me well, and came apd@dbse where | prayed and
gave an exhortation to four or five friends.

Friday 10 — | rode from Capoose to brother Owen'’s.

Saturday 11 — | went to Mr. Morgan’s store. Absiktmonths ago, this
gentleman invited me to call on him when | cam&woming. He treated me
exceedingly kind and invited me to call again. Morgan is a master of music.

! James Sutton (1744-1834) was born in Westchester County NY. In 1776 he and James Hadsall
erected the first gristmill and sawmill in Luzerne County at the mouth of Sutton’s Creek, in Exeter
township — this was within the area described generally as “Lackawanna.” Hadsall was murdered
and the mill was destroyed in the 1778 Wyoming war, and all that remains of the old mill is a
crank preserved by the Wyoming Historical and Geological Society as a relic of the oldest mill in
the Wyoming Valley.

B Capoose Meadows is a flat area west of the Lackawanna, within the present city of Scranton.

A Pennsylvania historical marker there reads “Capoose: On the nearby flat was located an Indian
village under the chief, Capoose. It was settled by Munsee following their removal from the
upper Delaware valley after 1743.” The Munsee were one of the native American tribes in the
area. This is the namesake of Capouse Avenue in northern Scranton, parallel to and a few blocks
east of the Lackawanna River.
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A pity it is, that he has no religion — that he wdam sing so well should not be
employed in signing the praises of God eternallggaven. From Mr. Morgan’s |
rode to Abraham Goodwin’S.

Sunday 12 — | preached in the forenoon at Mr. Ros&rs’ on Matthew 13:3, and
in the afternoon at Captain Parish’s on Revela2pri7. In the evening | went to
Shawnee, but as no notice was given previous tconyng | had not the trouble
of preaching a third time.

Monday 13 — | rode from the lower end of ShawneBriar Creek.

Tuesday 14 — | spent the greater part of this ddjhamas and Christian
Bowman’s with satisfaction — and toward evening ttermy old friend Ogden’s,
where | gave a few words of exhortation to a fewgbe.

Wednesday 15 — | spent the day at my friend OgdemiksSister Salmon’s, and at
night | preached at Thomas Bowman’s with much &atieon (considering the
peculiar exercise of my mind) on Matthew 18:3.

Thursday 16 — | rode from brother Bowman’s to Maris at Salem to preach
very distressed in mind — but, thank God, not fdwing anything that | know to
be contrary to the will of God. When | got to nmehd Park’s, | knew not how |
should preach — but | thought | would try and devadl as | could. | did and, the
Lord be praised, | don’t know that | have seenviioed attended with more power
since | left Maryland. My text was Amos 4:12. Thdife of traveling is very
labourious and fatiguing, it is what | glory in.

Friday 17 — | rode to Aaron Hunt’s.
Saturday 18 — | spent the day at friend Hunt's.

Sunday 19 — | preached at the meetinghtlus® Job 22:21, and in the afternoon
at Wilkes-Barre on Hebrews 12:14. | fear theseadnardened people.

Monday 20 — | spent the day at my old friend Mann’s
Tuesday 21 — | spent the day at Mann’s readingnattihg.

'® Abraham Goodwin (1750-1822) settled with his family in the Wyoming Valley in 1784. He had
8 sons and 4 daughters. He and his wife Catherine King Goodwin (1762-1814) are buried in the
cemetery at Forty Fort. His son Abraham married Sarah Myers, daughter of Philip Myers [see
footnote for 10/27/1793]. His nephew Richard Goodwin (1769-1842) of Delaware Water Gap
was ordained by Francis Asbury when they happened to meet in the woods after a conference
that Goodwin was prevented from attending because of high water.

Y This log meetinghouse was erected by the Methodists in Hanover township, about one mile
from the Inman home.
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Wednesday 22 — | rode to friend Sutton’s at Lackavasand endeavored to show
a few women the necessity of repentance, faithharidess.

Thursday 23 — | preached to a few people at brddoeve’s™® at Capoose on
Matthew 18:3. | met a small class; the Lord wasspnt. | lodged at Joseph
Waller's®

Friday 24 — | came from my old friend Waller’s tg/riniend Goodwin’s. | spent
part of the day in reading the life and death at trery good and great man the
Rev. John Fletcher, which gave me satisfaction.

Saturday 25 — | have observed a great circle artlumdun — some think it
denotes rain. | spent part of the day at Abrahaad®in’s reading Fletcher on
imputed righteousness.

Sunday 26 — This morning | finished reading ttlfe and Death of Fletcherin
the forenoon | preached at Rosencrans’ on | Jobh 2n the afternoon |
preached at Ross’ Hifl on Revelation 3:18, and at night at Shawnee &etér
1:5-8.

Monday 27 — | rode from Shawnee to Benvicand met brother Campbell, who
preached in Isaac Holloway’s house. | exhortedrdfim, and brother Thomas
Bowman spoke after me.

Tuesday 28 — | spent the greater part of this d&hastian Bowman'’s.

Wednesday 29 — | preached at Christian Bowmanisaohof Luke 14:17 —
“Come, for all things are ready.”

Thursday 30 — | preached at Salem on Matthew 721tbelieve some felt the
power of the word — may the Lord fasten it on thearts.

Friday 31 — | rode from Salem to Kingston and latlgefriend Owen'’s.
Saturday, June 1, 1793 — | had to ride in the rain.

Sunday 2 — | preached at our meetinghouse betwekmedABarre and Nanticoke
on Revelation 22:14. | endeavored to show thessgiyeof keeping the

'8 The name is also rendered How. Howe lived in Slocum Hollow, now Scranton.

1 Joseph Waller (1764-1849) lived on the main road, in or near what is now the Hyde Park
section of Scranton, and was a brother to Ashbel Waller. Later he moved to western New York.
2% Ross Hill is between the present boroughs of Kingston and Plymouth. The actual hill is just
west of Kingston, on the north side of US 11, the only section of which that is not built up.

*! Berwick is on Northumberland circuit, to which James Campbell is assigned. At this point
Colbert makes another brief and unexplained excursion (May 27 to May 31) into the
Northumberland circuit.
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commandments of God. In the afternoon | preacheld courthouse at Wilkes-
Barre to more people than | expected (considetiegain) on Luke 14:17.

Monday 3 — Coming from Wilkes-Barre to Aaron Huntsalled at Ashbel
Waller's and at Mr. Burnett’'s. Mr. Burnett's wife a worthy member of our
society, but he is much opposed to the MethodiSvinism makes him worse
than | believe he would be. He professes to beltbat none can so sin after
being converted so as to perish everlastingly -€lwhe cannot defend well.

Tuesday 4 — | spent the day at friend Hunt’s reqdim old book The Post
Angef? — for twelve months in the year.

Wednesday 5 — | met with a little disagreeable mess today — with a tailor in
Wilkes-Barre who had spoiled some clothes he hadake for me. He wanted
me to take them, which | would not do.

Thursday 6 — A remarkably heavy rain. | stayechptold friend Mann’s in
Wilkes-Barre.

Friday 7 — We have had great falls of rain, whichde crossing the Susquehanna
difficult. 1 got over, however, and set off witihdther Owen for the
Northumberland quarterly meetifigheld at Joseph Ogden’s. On our way,
brother Owen preached at Shawnee at Captain Rassoml! Peter 3:18. |
exhorted after him.

[This chapter ends with a stop on the way to theiNmnberland circuit quarterly
meeting. At that meeting Colbert and Campbell agoea temporary “trade” of
circuits for one round, but that arrangement congs. The next chapter finds
Colbert riding Northumberland circuit again.]

> The Post Angel was a monthly religious periodical printed in London beginning in 1700. It is
unclear how long the publication continued, but Colbert appears to have the issues of a
particular year bound into a single volume.

2 \tis unclear why Colbert is attending the June 8-9 quarterly meeting of Northumberland circuit,
but following the meeting he and Campbell switched circuits for one round. On June 9 Colbert
says that Campbell set off on the way to Wyoming circuit and on June 10 Colbert says that he is
now on Northumberland circuit. As each would be spending a round on a circuit he had
previously served, the people and the territory would be familiar.



68 The Chronicle 2014

Chapter 4
1793-94 (middle part)
Northumberland Circuit

[This chapter begins in June 1793 with Colbert hegdor a quarterly meeting
on Northumberland circuit, where James Campbell sexrsing. Following the
meeting, Colbert and Campbell “trade” circuits —@d&olbert rides one round on
Northumberland, while Campbell rides one round oyoWving. As each was
returning to a circuit he had previously serveditbthe people and the route
would be familiar. In July Colbert and Campbellusite and agree to ride each
other’s circuits for another round. In August, Asp makes a mid-year visit —
formally assigning Colbert to Northumberland anddi@g Campbell to York.
Colbert serves Northumberland until October whemppears to be assigned to
Wyoming-Tioga circuit with Anthony Turck.]

Saturday, June 8, 1793 — Early this morning brothers Owen and Maasd
myself set off for the Northumberland quarterly tirggg When we got there,
Alward Whité was preaching. He is an excellent young man vesogiven
himself up to the work of the ministry and promiggesat usefulness. Brother
Owen exhorted after him, and brother Campbell aofexdl the meeting. At night,
brother Owen preached.

Sunday 9 — This morning we held a Love Feast -dtues were left open, and
none were hindered from coming in. After Love Eebsother Campbell
preached on Colossians 1:28. | preached aftefroim I Peter 1:5-8, and
brother Owen preached after me from | Timothy 2B4other Owen and brother
Campbell set off for Berwick on their way to Wyorgjrand | went with some of
friend Ogden’s family to Mr. Melick’s, where | gaam exhortation. This
evening we have had a very heavy shower of rain.

! This may be Archibald Marrs (1769-1846), born in Ireland and died in Giles County VA. He is
known to have lived in Northumberland County PA from 1790 to 1806.

% Alward White (1772-1832), son of Joshua White of the Muncy Hills area, was admitted on trial
in October 1793 and appointed as one of the preachers on the Pittsburgh circuit. In June he was
still a young man seriously considering a call into the itinerancy. He was appointed to Wyoming
circuit in 1795 and again in 1796, when he married Clara Pierce, whose father Timothy Pierce
was killed in the Wyoming massacre when she was four years old. He then located in Baltimore
for 8 years, was readmitted in 1805, served one year and was ordained an elder, located for 12
more years, was readmitted into the Philadelphia Conference in 1819, and served until he retired
in 1830.
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Monday 10 — | am now on my way around Northumbeflaincuit. | have ridden
from Mr. Melick’s to the widow WhiteSnear Muncy — and | called on at Mr.
Funston’s on the way.

Tuesday 11 — | rode to Loyalsock and lodged atrRatakle’s. | have begun
reading Fletcher’s fourth volume of polemical dityn

Wednesday 12 — | preached at Jeremiah TallmanMaithew 6:10 with a degree
of freedom.

Thursday 13 — | rode to Mr. Manning’s

Friday 14 — | rode to Dunnstown and visited a worttet appeared to be dying —
where | gave a few words of exhortation, as thezeeva few people there. |
spoke again at night at Mr. Updegraff's.

Saturday 15 — | have had a long and tiresome rata Mr. Updegraff's to my old
friend Henry Benn’s. | got there in the night.

Sunday 16 — | preached at Henry Benn’s on paruéklLuke 14:17 — “Come,

for all things are ready.” In the afternoon | prleed at Potter’s Mill on Acts 3:19.
| lodged at Mr. Potter's. Here I fell in with yogoctor Reed, whose father is a
Presbyterian minister. The Doctor was much dig@davith brother Campbell —
| suppose he did like being dealt plainly and htgesith. | conversed with him
freely, and he appeared to be very friendly. He g8&t he never met with a
Methodist preacher that he agreed with so wellias surprised that he did not
know the third article of the Westminster Confeasab Faith. He told me he
believed the Presbyterians were the best peopiethan he believed Christ died
for all, and that saying to the contrary was blaspi. Is it not strange that
people will disapprove of the Methodists, when Methodists preach what they
profess to believe?

Monday 17 — | rode from Mr. Potter’s to Mr. FrarigisBrush Valley and
preached on Matthew 18:3.

Tuesday 18 — | rode from Francis’ to Mr. CrawforoiBuffalo Valley and
preached on Matthew 6:10.

Wednesday 19 — | rode to my friend Thompson’s aredghed on Luke 9:23. |
baptized a child and rode to Mr. Thomas Rees’.

® This is the mother of Alward White and the widow of Joshua White, who had died earlier in the
year.

* Herman Updegraff moved to the West Branch of the Susquehanna from York County.
Updegraff is a prominent name in Williamsport history, but the Udpegraff home visited by
Colbert appears to be farther west, perhaps near Pine Creek.
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Thursday 20 — | rode from Mr. Rees’ to Thomas Blisand preached on |
Corinthians 15:34. | hope some felt the weighthef word. In the afternoon |
preached with freedom at friend McWhorter’s on Mat 6:10. If ever one
person was rejoiced at meeting another, sisteryPafute® was in meeting today
at friend McWhorter’'s. She was afraid to come apelak to me at first, and when
she did she began to cry. When | left this couabgut 8 months ago, she was
single and Peggy Reynolds, living with her parebtd,is now married to Henry
White’ — a religious young man. | was very glad wheeard of it, as she was a
young woman | respected very much.

Friday 21 — | preached at night in Northumberland®salm 8:4. There were
three or four young women of indecent behavior thatle their appearance
tonight.

Saturday 22 — | rode from Northumberland to JohbeEgs.

Sunday 23 — | preached at James Egbert’s on Eplsesia7. Here | felt
distressed for one that had been awakened last subuhhas since been drawn
aside by the error of the wicked. I joined two ggwomen in society. In the
afternoon | was enabled to preach with freedonos¢gh Ogden’s on Matthew
6:10. | think this has been the happiest meetiengl had in this place. There
appeared to be a groaning for redemption in thedotd Christ for the
forgiveness of sins. A man in this settlement thas amazingly irritated with me
last fall called me out and asked me how a perslifat was under conviction
for sin. 1 told him as well as | could and advi¢eoh to be careful, lest he should
be drawn aside by the error of the wicked — whielabknowledged he had been.

Monday 24 — | exhorted a few people at ChristiawBan’s. | spent the day
there, and the night at his brother Thomas'.

Tuesday 25 — | held a prayer meeting at the widalm8n’s at night.

Wednesday 26 — | spent the day at sister Salmaislaseph Ogden’s, and with
pleasure read the life of Mr. Wesley.

Thursday 27 — | left friend Ogden’s and rode toa@assa and appointed to
preach there next Monday. From Catawissa | rod® ahd Mr. Wilkinson's —

> Thomas Burrell lived in White Deer township, west of Allenwood, about where the famed Devitt
Camp (tuberculosis sanitarium) was located in the early 1900’s. He purchased his land in 1793
but appears to have lived there only a short time. Colbert finds him some years later near
Halifax, Dauphin County.

e Margaret Reynolds White (1763-1843) was born in Cumberland County PA and died in Illinois.
By 1813 Peggy and Henry had had 12 children, the last of which was named Charles Wesley
White. The family moved to Canada in 1817 and to Illinois in 1837.

7 Henry White (1767-1851) was born in New Jersey and died in lllinois.
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but the people were gone, for which | was veryysoi few came together at
night, however, and | tried to preach to them fioGorinthians 13:13.

Friday 28 — | preached at Jacob Depew’s on Matth@nand finished the fourth
volume of Fletcher’'s works. My mind for some déwgs experienced very
disagreeable exercises.

Saturday 29 — | spent the day at Depew’s. | reaesin Nelson$Journal,
which to me was very affecting.

Sunday 30 — | met Bishop Asbury in Northumberlahtbund him upstairs at the
widow Taggart’'s. When | entered the room, he ars® spoke to me in a way |
was never spoken to by him before. He was vergeaile. At 11:00 he
preached in the meetinghouse, and in the afterab&unbury. At night brother
Hill ® preached in Northumberland. | was very much cejdiseeing four
preachers in this part of the world — but | got f®glings hurt very much before |
went to bed at William Bonham’s. | have been sirdssed with the toothache
that | had very little satisfaction in hearing ltvet Hill, tho’ he preached well. At
my mentioning this, something was dropped thatdveed up my feelings.

Monday, July 1, 1793 — | am through the mercy of God preserved alivieave
passed the shades of a very uncomfortable nighthadall pride was taken out
of me. This morning | set out with Bishop Asbundabrother Henry Hill from
Northumberland to Joseph Ogden’s at Fishing Créekrected them the way to
friend Ogden’s and went to Catawissa and preaamnactbngregation of decent
people in a mill from Acts 16:30-31. Isaiah Hugfésvited me to drink tea with
him, and | accepted the invitation. In the aftenmd rode to Joseph Ogden’s,
where Bishop Asbury preached at night. Brothel ékhorted, and after he was
done | sung and prayed and — seeing the peopldlungo leave the house — |
spoke for a short time. | never saw them wroughs before.

Tuesday 2 — We left friend Ogden’s, called and edayith our good old mother
Salmon, and then went on to Berwick. Here Bishgpuky preached to a

® John Nelson (1707-1774) was a British preacher whose spirit was awakened by the field
preaching of George Whitefield and John Wesley. The publication of his journal — An Extract of
John Nelson's Journal [“being an account of God's dealing with his soul from his youth to the
forty-second year of his age, and his working by him: likewise the oppressions he met with from
people of different denominations”] — served to make him one of Wesley’s best known lay
preachers.

° Henry Hill was bishop Asbury’s official traveling companion. From North Carolina, he was
admitted on trial in 1791 and served two different circuits in the Carolinas before becoming
Asbury’s aide in 1793. He returned to a regular appointment in 1796 and located in 1797.
1%saiah Hughes was one of the Quakers from Exeter meeting in Berks County who established
the meeting at Catawissa. He was also the proprietor of Catawissa’s first store, which was one of
the first such enterprises between Sunbury and Wyoming.
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considerable congregation at Isaac Holloway’s, i@mgg the notice the people
had. After this we proceeded on to Captain PaiahRoss’ Hill, Wyomingd? It
was late before we got there, along the most dessdple roads. Too, | had the
pleasure of killing two rattlesnakes — | had nesegn a live one before.

Wednesday 3 — Bishop Asbury preached at CaptaistPar The discourse was
made a blessing to me.

Thursday 4 — We spent the day at Captain ParisiWe.have had a heavy
thunderstorm.

Friday 5 — | went with the Bishop to Captain Sdtterite’'s — where | expected
he would not attend at the captain’s house, ag thas drinking and reveling
there yesterday. The people met at Rosencraristhewaptain was so affronted
that he would not attend. This afternoon we hautlaer thunderstorm.

Saturday 6 — We came to Wilkes-Barre. The Bisheaghed to a small
congregation in the courthouse. We went home Ritihard Inman.

Sunday 7 — At the meetinghouse, by request of thledp, | exhorted, sang,
prayed, and read the first lesson for the day.tH&oHill sang, prayed, and read
the second lesson —after which the Bishop prea@retafter him brother Owen
and brother Hill exhorted. In the afternoon, theh®p and brother Hill preached
in the courthouse at Wilkes-Barre. The peoplesadrmons preached to them
today in this house.

Monday 8 — | rode from Wilkes-Barre to ChristianvBoan’s. Here there are
complaints among the children of sore throats.

Tuesday 9 — | rode to our sister Salmon’s. We Heacka thunderstorm today.

Wednesday 10 — | came back to Christian BowmaHis. little daughter Susi¥,
complaining yesterday tho’ walking about the housgone into eternity today.
This afternoon | preached in Berwick on Isaiah 55:6

Thursday 11 — | attended the funeral of little usihristian Bowman'’s child,
and preached at Berwick from Matthew 18:3 and etsd few families.

Friday 12 — | rode from Berwick to Aaron Hunt.

! At this point Colbert is making a brief (July 2 to July 8) excursion into Wyoming circuit territory,
apparently for the purpose of escorting Asbury and Hill on their way east.

2 Susan Ann Bowman was two years old, having been born in 1791 — the year before the family
moved to Briar Creek.

3 Aaron Hunt lived in Nanticoke, and so Colbert is briefly (July 12 to July 23) back on the
Wyoming circuit. He appears to be biding his time in the area for a week until the Wyoming
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Saturday 13 — | spent the day at Aaron Hunt's rgatiVetherill’'sConfutation of
the Doctrines of the Antinomians

Sunday 14 — | preached at Hunt's on Matthew 6:3Plmptized 3 children; in the
afternoon | preached in the Wilkes-Barre courthduse | Corinthians 6:19-20.

Monday 15 — | spent the day at brother Owen'’s.

Tuesday 16 — | read a little in Doctor Tayfbon original sin and came to my old
friend Mann’s in Wilkes-Batrre.

Wednesday 17 — | spent part of this day writing eadling, and | rode to Ashbel
Waller's.

Thursday 18 — | read some in the Bible and sontkarfirst volume of Tillotson’s
works, and in the evening | went to a prayer meedinfriend Bingham’s in
Wilkes-Barre.

Friday 19 — At night | preached at old friend Inrisaut with little liberty, from

| John 4:18. One of the Inmans came home drunkasl afraid he would quarrel
with me — because | was particular about havindhorge put up in safety, as he
was lame.

Saturday 20 — | held quarterly meeting at Aaron t$unBrother Campbell
preached with a degree of liberty and power frofdter 3:19. Brother Owen
and myself spoke after him. The Lord was presénmight brother Owen
preached, several of the friends prayed, and thdaws of heaven were opened.
An old Presbyterian by the name of Moore, who cafbmaut 30 miles up the
North Branch of the Susquehanna to this quartedgtmg, was in raptures of joy
seeing so many people engaged with God.

Sunday 21 — This was a glorious morning in the LBgast. We had a feast of
love, after which brother J. Campbell preachedl@ather Owen exhorted after.
When he had done, | preached from Hebrews 2:3lserdfor the first time in my
life administered the Lord’s Supper. This meetivas held in the widow
Bidlack’s™ barn. The Lord confines himself not to the heavento temples built

circuit quarterly conference — which is his responsibility — at which time he and James Campbell
will re-unite and discuss their rounds on each other’s circuits.

" John Taylor (1694-1761) was an English dissenting preacher, Hebrew scholar and theologian.
His The Scripture Doctrine of Original Sin was first published in 1740.

> “Widow Bidlack” is believed to be Abigail Fuller Bidlack Franklin (1753-1834), the widow of
Capt. James Bidlack who was killed in the 1778 Wyoming Massacre and a sister-in-law to Shubal
Bidlack. She fled back to her native Connecticut (pregnant with her second child) in 1778, but
later returned to area. This identification is problematic, however, because she married to John
Franklin in Luzerne County in 1879 and no longer would have been a widow. Since James Bidlack
was such a local hero and the Bidlack name was locally known, however, she might still be
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with hands, but is to be found by all the faithfillowers of him who left a
celestial palace to be born in an earthly mangaratever place he is sought
with sincerity.

Monday 22 — Last night brother Campbell and myselife called out of our beds
at Aaron Hunt's to see Elizabeth Ogden, a young arowof about 18 years of age,
and a daughter of our friend Ogden at Fishing Crefkthe sight of Doctor

Davis lancing a child’s knee, she had fainted atidofackward out of a mill door,

| suppose about 4 feet from the ground, on the bébtler head. She was taken

up and brought in, refusing to be bfédyut soon fainted away. The doctor bled
her in both arms but got very little blood. Weiduher convulsed and speechless
—and | must confess | was very much alarmed,rgaxie should have to send

her home to her father and mother in her coffin.

This happening at my quarterly meeting maddeakemore uneasy than |
should have felt on a similar occasion. She lageshless for a long time, but
coming in a very low tone of voice articulated, “Mgrd.” Then she appeared to
die away again, but soon came to so far as tougwenderstanding by the motion
of her lips that she wanted us to pray for herotBer Campbell sung and went to
prayer. And while he was calling on the Lord on Ibehalf, she broke out
praying, praising the Lord and warning sinnershef danger of living and dying
in sin — professing to believe that if it was thd wf God to call her from time to
eternity he would receive her to himself, and gt& was willing to go. She had
never before made a profession of knowing hereedf state of acceptance with
God. She soon fainted away again. | never to nopkedge saw a person appear
to be so near death and then raised up again.

Tuesday 23 — Brother Campbell wishing to spend stimme with his brethren in
Wyoming, and having left his horse at Fishing Crae#d come up the river with
our friend in a canoe, requested me to leave mgehand go with friends to
Fishing Creek to take his horse and go on theitir@po | set out in a canoe down
the river from Nanticoke toward Fishing Creek, ab@@ miles. It was night
before we got to our friend Ogden’s. | then fé#tcghis daughter had got home
safely from my quarterly meeting. But to my asshment, a few minutes after
she had been in the house she was taken as badrasspeechless and
convulsing so that the family was in great distrespecting that she would never
recover.

referred to as “widow Bidlack.” The Franklins later moved to Athens PA, where they are buried.
Note that “widow Bidlack” cannot be the mother of James and Shubal (and their brother Rev.
Benjamin Bidlack) because she died in 1782 — and, besides, their father lived past 1800. Nor
does there appear to be another Bidlack brother (or uncle) whose widow would be in the area.
16 “Bleeding” was then the common accepted medical approach to a variety of problems. It was
believed that this would reduce the pressure within the body and allow the cause of the problem
to leave the body. George Washington, for example, asked to be bled in 1799 after he had
developed a throat infection.
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Wednesday 24 — | set off with brother Payhtésr Catawissa. He preached from
Acts 16:30. | spoke after him, and | returneddseph Ogden’s.

Thursday 25 — | spent the day at friend Ogden’ssastér Salmon’s. | thought
Betsy Ogden’s soul would fly to a world of spiritshave read Doctor Coke’s
sermon on the witness of the spirit.

Friday 26 — | spent the day among the friends &rBZreek and at Fishing Creek.

Saturday 27 — | rode from Fishing Creek to Northerntdnd, where | met brother
Paynter — who is a very holy and upright man.

Sunday 28 — Brother Paynter preached at Northuuheihnd Sunbury. |
exhorted after him at both places, and at nigheaphed at Northumberland from
part of Mark 7:37 — “He hath done all things well.tid not feel much freedom
in speaking. Brother Paynter prayed after me waver, but some of the people
had left the house.

Monday 29 — | preached at Mr. Marrs’, a little abawill Town*®, on the West
Branch of the Susquehanna, from Acts 3:19.

Tuesday 30 — | preached at Thomas Burrell’s toradeople in the afternoon on
Ephesians 5:14.

Wednesday 31 — | preached at Thomas Burrell's agaidob 22:21, and at night
at friend Thompson’s from Matthew 7:7-8 to moregedhan | ever saw in this
place. May the Lord give the word success.

Thursday, August 1, 1793 — | preached at friend McWhorter’s from Acts 16:28
“Do thyself no harm” — and in the evening at Norttherland from Il Corinthians
5:7. | felt for this people in this place.

Friday 2 — | rode to James Egbert’s. This is apable and friendly family.

Saturday 3 — | preached with a degree of satisfadtom Il Corinthians 13:5 and
rode to widow Salmon'’s.

Sunday 4 — | preached at Joseph Ogden’s from I R&2b and administered the
Sacrament. | suppose curiosity drew out some. yOoag woman in the class
professed to get converted; her mother cried ogteat distress, and the friend
appeared to be earnestly engaged for the kingddmeafen.

7 James Paynter (1764-1840) served as a supply for one year before being admitted on trial in
1792. In 1793 he was Campbell’s junior preacher on Northumberland circuit. Now that Colbert
had taken over, he was Colbert’s junior preacher. Drinkhouse’s 1899 History of Methodist
Reform states that Paynter “labored for 48 years and was as successful as he was indefatigable.”
8 Mill Town is the old name for Milton, in Northumberland County PA.



76 The Chronicle 2014

Monday 5 — | preached to a few people at ThomasrBaws from | Peter 4:18,
and at night held a prayer meeting at sister Saknethe people came out well,
and | gave an exhortation. | am here informed thvatmen that were filled with
prejudice against me last fall have agreed to getarbaptize their children. May
they, and their children, be baptized with the HBlyost and the fire of God from
heaven.

Tuesday 6 — | baptized 4 children for Joseph Salframd one for Matthias
Lemon?® At night | preached at Moses Van Campé&nfsom Amos 4:12 and
baptized a woman and 4 children.

Wednesday 7 — | was stopped going to Berwick tottagreach, and stayed at
Christian Bowman’s. It was truly a delight to $ke people going from house to
house this week — and joining in the worship of Atrmighty in the blessed
exercise of singing and prayer. O that this mathleebeginning of the best days
among them. From what has been said, | have seasems to hope that my visit
among these people since | left Tioga has beereredd blessing — and if so,
may | have a heart to ascribe all the glory to Gaamn whom all good comes.

Thursday 8 — | got a few people together at Benaict preached to them from
Acts 16:30 and lodged at my kind old friend Pait Salem.

Friday 9 — We had a heavy fall of rain last nightom Salem | road to Newp®&ft
and preached to a few careless mortals at Mr. Bésfiom Hebrews 11:6 — and
began reading thieife and Deatlof that eminent servant of God Thomas
Walsh?®® O that | may be made like him. May the saméitspiat influenced him
enable me to live like him.

Saturday 10 — | spent the day in reading my Bide] thelife and Death of
Thomas Walshat Aaron Hunt's.

9 Joseph was the son of the frequently mention “widow Salmon.” The four children (and their
birthdates) baptized were Margaret (3/28/1782), Sara (12/9/1783), John B. (4/24/1788) and
William (11/28/1791). Joseph and Ann Wheeler Salmon had had another son William who had
died aged 11 months, and Mrs. Wheeler was expecting another child in November.

2% Matthias Lemon (1762-1841) was born in Lancaster County PA and died in Green County IN.
! Moses Van Campen (1757-1849) was born in Hunterdon County NJ and moved with his family
to the Wyoming Valley in 1769. He was a military hero in the Revolutionary War, a noted Indian
scout, and well-versed in the ways of the native Americans. He lived along Briar Creek from
roughly 1790 to 1795, and is reported to have hunted with area native Americans.

2 Newport is on Wyoming circuit. At this point Colbert makes a brief (August 9 to August 19)
excursion into that territory.

> Thomas Walsh (1730-1759) converted from Catholicism to become a Methodist preacher in
Ireland. John Wesley is reported to have said, “Give me half-a-dozen men like Tommy Walsh,
and I'll turn the kingdom upside down.” The book The Life and Death of Thomas Walsh was
“composed in great part from his own accounts” and written by James Morgan, who died in
1772.
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Sunday 11 — | preached at Aaron Hunt’'s from paRaofans 8:9 — “If any man
have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of hisdnd in the afternoon in the
courthouse at Wilkes-Barre from Mark 16:15-16. ddwa a public collection and
got 13. Lawyer Catliff, formerly an opposer of the Methodists, invited moene
with him and treated me kindly. | received a fdgnletter today from Miss
Christiana Johnséh a young woman | believe to be of good sense &ad o
excellent spirit. What she has in “friendship” eekbed to me in verse, | shall for
my own satisfaction here insert verbatim.
You, sir, have ventured thus to come,
A wild and craggy road —
Willingly left your former home,
To visit our abode.
| hope your labour’l not be spent
In vain along our shores,
Nor you have reason to repent
You came within our doors.
And may your path with flowers be spread
Whilst thro’ the woods you rove;
May you with joy the Carpet tread
Thro’out the Luzerne Grove.
May heaven grant you sweet repast,
Religion all your theme,
Make each day happier than the last
Along the winding stream.
And when those borders you do leave,
And can no longer stay,
May you a Laurel Crown receive,
That never fades away.

Tuesday 13 — Too much of this day | have suffeoediin to waste. | lodged at
Abraham Goodwin’s.

* putnam Catlin (1764-1842) was born in Connecticut and served as a fifer in the Revolutionary
army. After the war he entered the legal profession and located in Luzerne County. He married
Mary “Polly” Sutton, daughter of Colbert’s frequent host James Sutton in 1789 and resided in
Wilkes-Barre. Catlin later became a land agent and at various times resided in Brooklyn,
Montrose and Great Bend PA — in which latter place he again entertained Colbert 6/24/1803 and
1/2/1804. He confided late in life that it was his wife’s Christian devotion that led him to become
a Methodist and encouraged him in his Christian life.

%> Christiana Olive Johnson (1769-1831) was the daughter of Rev. Jacob Johnson (1713-1797),
sometimes called “Old Priest Johnson,” the first minister of the Congregational Church in Wilkes-
Barre. Though raised in the Congregational Church, Christiana became a Methodist and in 1801
married a Methodist — a William Russell, Jr., who for many years owned and operated a pottery
business in Wilkes-Barre on River Street, below Union.
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Wednesday 14 — | preached at our friend Suttonisekawanna on |
Thessalonians 5:17.

Thursday 15 — | preached at Joseph Waller’s at @sgpon Matthew 25:30.

Friday 16 — At night | preached at brother Bak&rt part of Il Corinthians 6:2 —
“Behold now is the accepted time! Behold now isdlag of salvation!”

Saturday 17 — | spend part of this day at Bakarsl in the afternoon | met
brother Thomas at Abraham Goodwin’s. Brother Theman a very low state of
health, no longer able to endure the hardshipsagéting thro’ the northern
regions of Tioga and the dreary swamps and mukdeo€ountry of mountains and
lakes.

Sunday 18 — This has been to me a day of labauthel forenoon | preached at
Rosencrans’ on Il Peter 1:5-8, at noon at CaptaimsR's at Ross’ Hill on
Matthew 25:30, and in the evening at friend Colesfaiin Shawnee from Acts
16:30.

Monday 19 — | rode from Shawnee to Christian Bowidia long and craggy
road” indeed.

Tuesday 20 — Brothers Campbell, Paynter and miaeddf a watch-night at
Joseph Ogden’s. Brother Campbell preached, bio®Paynter, Bowman and |
exhorted. When we had done, our old Presbyteriand Moore gave an
exhortation, and believe what little the old maid s@as attended with a blessing.
Several of us prayed, and the Lord was with us.

Wednesday 21 — My horse being lame is the cauaecohgregation being
disappointed at Catawissa.

Thursday 22 — | have felt unwell, but | rode to EdevWilkinson’s in Shamokin
Valley and preached with freedom from part of Romar®. | find when | have a
fever | have freedom in speaking. Tonight | amrdssed with a chill and fever.

26 Stephen Baker was one of the original members of the Ross Hill class as organized by Anning
Owen in 1788.

*’ This is Jeremiah Coleman (1728-1800), who moved to Plymouth from Goshen NY prior to the
Revolutionary War. George Peck’s 1860 Early Methodism, page 115, states: The first family in
Plymouth brought thoroughly under the influence of Methodism was the Coleman family. Mr.
Jeremiah Coleman, his wife and two daughters, lived and died exemplary influential members of
the church. Mr. Coleman had a comfortable home, to which he invited the preachers, and that
was no small part of the “material aid” so necessary during the early history of the Church. Mr.
Coleman was the first class-leader in Plymouth. His two daughters, Mrs. Hodge and Mrs. Holley,
were active members of the Church and made up a part of one of the most admirable circles of
pious women that we ever became acquainted with.
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Friday 23 — | spoke at Jacob Depew’s, but witkelitteedom, to a few women
from Hebrews 11:6. Reading thde of Mr. Wesley, | was brought to examine
myself. | believe that religion consists of lovi@gd supremely; Lord, enable me
to do so.

Saturday 24 — | rode to Northumberland and methero€ampbell at sister
Taggart’s.

Sunday 25 — Thanks to God | have had a very gasscheeting this morning in
Northumberland, but | had little liberty in preacifrom Matthew 5:4. In the
afternoon | head brother Campbell preach in Sunhitly freedom from the®i
Psalm. | exhorted after him. At night he preacaegdin, in Northumberland,
from the Balm of Gilead. | spoke after him. | amch distressed with a cold.

Monday 26 — Brother Campbell took his leave of Romberlané® and set off

for his appointment, which is in York circuit. lent up to my appointment at
McWhorter’s on the West Branch of the Susquehawhare | preached from Il
Timothy 4:6-8. Tho’ unwell, I thank God for thédrty | had in preaching today.

Tuesday 27 — | have had a very disagreeable ridartbrning from Mill Town to
Farley’'s mill. | feel much distressed. Lord Jesus

Stir up thy interposing power,

Save me from sin, from idols save,

Snatch me from fierce temptation’s hour,

And hide, O hide me in the grafe.

Wednesday 28 — With a mind harassed and perplepezhthed at Daniel
Sunderland’® on Romans 5:18. | have reason to be thankfuhietiberty |
have in preaching — it is then | get comfort. Laychnt that | may strive against
everything that is wrong.

Thursday 29 — | preached at Peter Hasting’s on@¥ebd 1:6 and lodged at
Abraham Swisher’s, where | preached last year.

%8 This switch was likely arranged by Asbury when he met Colbert June 30 in Northumberland and
they traveled together until parting in Wilkes-Barre July 7. James Campbell was moved from
Northumberland to York, and Colbert was officially moved from Wyoming to Northumberland,
which circuit he had been riding anyway.

*® This is a Charles Wesley hymn text.

*° Daniel Sunderland lived on White Deer Hole Creek, near present day Elimsport. He was a class
leader, and services were held in his home for years. Later his son succeeded him as leader of
the class.
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Friday 30 — | preached with liberty at friend Caletis® on Il Corinthians 4:7.

Saturday 31 — | preached at Joseph Hall's on llofihp 4:6-8. Here John Hall,
who had been speaking disrespectful of me andilfdiknow, without just cause,
went out while | was preaching. He used to speaddy to me last year, but now
he is very shy. It may be that he expects | haadhof his hard speaking. |
lodged at Peter Kunkle’s.

Sunday, September 1, 1793 — | preached at Peter Kunkle’s with a degree of
warmth from Malachi 3:18 — several appear to becéfd — and in the afternoon
at Amariah Sutton’s on Luke 19:10.

Monday 2 — | preached at Richard Manning’s from ildals 11:6.

Tuesday 3 — | preached on Isaiah 55:6-7 at Marties®’s up Pine Creek, where |
found myself walled by 4 enormous mountains. #nsexcellent place to preach
out of doors; there is such an echo of the voldedged at James Mills? |
suppose he may be called a mighty hunter — henrgane of his taking his canoe
50 or 60 miles up Pine Creek and bringing dowrna¢$ as much as 2000 weight
of meat of deer, bear, elk, etc. He treated mé wel

Wednesday 4 — | preached at Ananias McFadden’siah&®own on Matthew

5:4. | cried aloud and spared not. | heard afeds that two men said they
thought | was “out of my head.” A woman that Iddb sit by the door with her
child because it disturbed the congregation, andathink hard of the request,
went off offended — and meeting a man coming tagheg, she turned him back
by telling him that | was not preaching, but cryiagd that | told her to “get out.”
Of how small a share of common sense are some@popkessed.

Thursday 5 — | rode from McFadden’s to Richard Magis, where | dined with
a number of women who were quilting. There camer ¢ Mr. Foster’'s on the
island a man who had a small child dead, with whemvith a little company of
five women and a man — went and prayed and gaeslaortation.

Friday 6 — | preached on Hebrews 9:27 at one Sqjithhose child lay dead in
the house.

Saturday 7 — Brother Paynter and | have to holdaatgrly meeting at Amariah
Sutton’s at Lycoming. He preached, and after hgave an exhortation.

*! Charles Berkheimer believes this to be Robert Colburn (1776-1852) east of Muncy, in Moreland
township, near the village of Opps. He and his wife are buried in an old Methodist cemetery
there. But Colbert later specifies that the family lived “at Muncy.”

32 Colonel James Mills (1756-1833) was born in New Jersey and died in Ohio. He lived along Pine
Creek, in present Watson township, Lycoming County, Pine Creek from about 1780 to 1800.
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Sunday 8 — In the Love Feast, our brother Peteklkeuiis morning professed
that God converted his soul yesterday while | waking some observations on
John 3:14-15 — “As Moses lifted up the serpenhmwilderness, so must the Son
of man be lifted up, that whosoever believeth im kshall not perish but have
eternal life.” Brother Paynter preached, and diter | preached from Acts 16:30
and administered the Sacrament. After the meetmeg;rossed a large mountain
and lodged at John Farley’s.

Monday 9 — | rode with brother Paynter to Mill Townd heard him preach. |
exhorted after him. | believe the Calvinists haveregard for me in this place.

Tuesday 10 — | rode to Northumberland and founddhg expected Thornton
Fleming®™ at William Bonham’s. Here some words were dropied harrowed
up my feeling. Men of delicate feelings ought &otbnder of the feelings of
others.

Wednesday 11 — | heard brother Fleming preach airipson’s in Buffalo
Valley.

Thursday 12 — | heard brother Fleming preach at Mokér's. We lodged at
Thomas Rees’ over the river, opposite McWhortevisere we were kindly
treated.

Friday 13 — | parted with brother Fleming and real®athaniel Parker’'s
expecting to preach — but as no appointment waentadre were none that came
to be preached to. | read a pamphlet publishettidyRev. Mason Locke
Weems>* which had brought a flood of reproach upon hinut Bhink that no
reasonable man that fears God will join in the daof the ignorant that is raised
against him.

Saturday 14 — | rode from Parker’s to James EgheNo appointment was made
for me here, so | proceeded on to Joseph Ogden’s.

** Thornton Fleming (1764-1846) was born in Virginia and ordained in 1791, one year before
Colbert. He rose to prominence in western Pennsylvania and served as presiding elder [district
superintendent] for 14 years. Earlier in the year he had written a letter to George Washington
pledging the support of Methodists during the Whiskey Rebellion —and he preserved the
President’s reply to him, which was published in the 1834 conference journal. He is the author
of the 1834 book History of Methodism in the West. It appears that he and Colbert linked up at
this point so that Colbert could lead him to his appointment on Tioga circuit.

** Mason Locke Weems (1759 —1825), generally known as Parson Weems, was an American book
agent and author. He is best known as the source of some of the apocryphal stories about
George Washington — including the famous “I cannot tell a lie” cherry tree story included in his
1800 The Life of Washington.
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Sunday 15 — | preached at Joseph Ogden’s on |3dhand in the afternoon at a
new place a few miles from Ogden’s on Job 21:1ldd¢ed at Henry Melick’s. |
have not felt much freedom in speaking today.

Monday 16 — This morning | baptized a child for iHeMelick, spent the greater
part of the day at sister Salmon’s, and at nigaaphed to an attentive
congregation at Matthias Lemon’s from Romans 5:18.

Tuesday 17 — | spent the day at Joseph Ogden’'Rahdrt Owen’s. In the
afternoon brother Fleming arrived, and in the engtie preached for us at
Joseph Ogden’s. | gave an exhortation and prafgedram.

Wednesday 18 — We rode from Ogden’s to Berwick,caildd at Thomas and
Christian Bowman’s on the way. At night brotheeriing preached at Berwick,
and | exhorted after him. We spent a great patti@hight in conversation with
Isaac Holloway, a man of reading and sense. W& &nd religion meet, how
agreeable is the companion.

Thursday 19 — We rode from Berwick to Salem. BeotAleming preached at
Amos Park’s. | feel the necessity of being moréchval.

Friday 20 — We rode from friend Park’s in Salenfron Hunt's in Nanticoké®
Here brother Fleming was taken ill, but made ougite a few words of
exhortation to a few people who came out — who weymen.

Saturday 21 — | visited a sick woman — old Mrs.a&licGhe wants a knowledge of
her acceptance with God. In the afternoon | pred&s well as | could among so
many noisy children at old Mr. Inman’s on | Joh6-Z. It will be well if the

devil does not get some of the Methodists in thasg

Sunday 22 — | preached at Aaron Hunt’'s from Mal&h6 and met the class. |
rode with brother Fleming to Wilkes-Barre, hearchigreach, and exhorted after
him.

Monday 23 — | rode from Wilkes-Barre to Kingstorheve | heard brother
Fleming preach the funeral of a child of one Hudsom Il Samuel 12:23. After
preaching we lodged at Abraham Goodwin’s.

Tuesday 24 — This morning brother Fleming took é¢eavme. He is gone to
explore the dreary regions of Tioga, and | rodmtofriend Sutton’s at
Lackawanna.

Wednesday 25 - In the afternoon | preached a skarion to a few women and
one man at my friend Sutton’s from Matthew 18:20.

** Nanticoke is on Wyoming circuit. Colbert makes a brief (September 20 to September 30)
excursion into that territory in order to set Fleming on the right path to Tioga circuit.
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Thursday 26 — | preached at Joseph Waller’s irattegnoon from Proverbs 1:24-
26. | found it hard speaking.

Friday 27 — | preached at Laban Blanchaftfom Jeremiah 2:12-13. So many
people being in the house, and so much fire, magtewarm that | had very little
satisfaction in speaking — being overcome withtéat.

Saturday 28 — | spent part of the day at Stephde®Ba In the afternoon | went
to brother Owen’s with sister Baker and spent sbme there speaking on a few
things | wish may not bring disturbance to the etyci Then | returned to friend
Baker's.

Sunday 29 — In the forenoon | preached at Rosescoanll Corinthians 5:20,

took three persons into society, and labored tavghe necessity of union with
each other. In the afternoon | preached at Captarish’s on Matthew 10:32-33,
and at night in Shawnee at Mr. Coleman’s on thst paragraph of Matthew 25. |
had not much liberty in speaking. A women who méxeard a Methodist preach
before asked me if | thought that all who possesskgion professed. | told her
that | believed they did so by a holy life and hobnversation. She said that she
thought that some might experience the goodne&odfand others not know it.
We talked about religion till I found she was onleothought when a person once
got real religion he could never so lose it aogelhis soul. |then asked her if
she believed that man was a probationer. Sheshaidlid. |then asked her if she
believed he was a probationer until death, or in&ilvas converted? She said
until death. | then told her she must give upgbmt. But before she would do
this, she chose to recant part of what she had-samdi chose to believe a man’s
probation ended when he was converted.

Monday 30 — This morning | took breakfast with friePresson and his wife.
This is a decent family. | rode from Shawnee tormas Bowman’s and exhorted
a few people to flee the wrath to come.

Tuesday, October 1, 1793 — | met brother Paynter at the widow Salmon’s. At
night | preached at Joseph Ogden’s to more pebpleltexpected on account of
the rain on Isaiah 21:5. Brother Paynter spoker afie, and brother Emmétt

%% Laban Blanchard (b. 1764) lived in Kingston township. He married the widow of Lieutenant
Elijah Shoemaker, who was killed the day following the Wyoming Massacre. He is reported to
have later moved to New York, buying property there in 1794, and selling all his Pennsylvania
property to his wife’s relatives in 1795.

*’ This is believed to be the Samuel Emmett at whose house Colbert later (10/26/1798) lodged
for the night and who later (1806) preached in Sparta NY “where Samuel Emmett, a Methodist
minister, preached a sermon to a congregation of twenty-five or thirty persons, who had
gathered from a circuit of two or three miles. His text was Ecclesiastes 10:1. | had heard the good
man preach in Pennsylvania five years before, and seeing him here renewed
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spoke after him. Brother Emmett believes it isdusy to speak in public, and he
has made repeated application for license, anghbmie gave him a hearing.

Wednesday 2 — | preached at Catawissa from Rewelaft:17 with a degree of
liberty, tho’ before | began | felt very dull. d¢ld them if they wanted preaching
in this place, we would preach to them if they vaboapen a door — for it would
soon be too cold to preach in the mill. They shal expected a door would be
opened.

Thursday 3 — | preached on Matthew 25:10 at oldWitkerson’s and lodged at
Jacob Depew’s.

Friday 4 — | preached at Jacob Depew’s from | J&Bn | was sent for today to
preach the funeral of William Bonham'’s youngestahi little expected that |
should have been sent for on this occasion, howéwant and thanks to God
was enabled to preach with freedom to a large comnp&Calvinists from II
Samuel 12:23. Brother Campbell unexpectedly canvehile | was speaking.

Saturday 5 — | spent the day in Northumberlandid Inot feel my mind as much
composed as | could have wished.

Sunday 6 — This morning | met the class in Northar@nd — two of the principal
members were absent. The want of love | beliey¢ &re, and the Presbyterian
minister’s preaching in Sunbury the other. Aftixss meeting | preached from |
Thessalonians 5:17, in the afternoon at Sunburytisouse on Acts 3:19, and at
night again in Northumberland on Micah 6:8.

Monday 7 — | preached to a few people at McWhastBom | John 4:10 and
proceeded to Mill Town where | exhorted a few peagtl John Alward™® and
lodged at Mr. Marrs’ — where a few friendly peopleme out and spent the
evening with us.

Tuesday 8 — | rode to John Farley’s, but two besttle family came out. With
them and the family | went to prayer.

Wednesday 9 — | rode to friend Sunderland’s andgred with satisfaction from
Mark 16:15-16 and baptized five adults and threkan.

agreeable associations. His voice was loud enough to lift the bark roof from the low-browed
house, and he had all the earnestness of early Methodism. There was much shouting, andsome of
his hearers fell with 'the power’, as it was called. Thedoxology was sung, but no benediction was
said except 'meetin's over'." [Doty’s 1935 History of Genesee County, vol. 2, page 952]

%% John Alward (1747-1806) came from Berks County and built a mill by the mouth of Muncy
Creek in 1772. This mill was burned by the Indians in 1778. The Alwards fled to New Jersey
during the Great Runway, but returned to the Muncy area.
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Thursday 10 — Blessed be God. | was enabled expreith satisfaction on
Psalm 8:4 at Abraham Swisher’s. Here | baptizew awisher and three of her
children. | believe the Lord has converted thisnao’s soul since | was here
last; she is a new creature. Abraham Swisherpéhbas good desires.

Friday 11 — | preached at Coleburn’s at Muncy framos 4:12. | often feel
miserable before | begin to preach, and very mgsisted after | do begin.

Saturday 12 — | preached at Joseph Hall's on BPEB-8. At night | held an
unprofitable argument with John Hall (Joseph’s heo), a Calvinist in principle —
and, like his system, full of contradictions. oloupon him to be very
inconsistent. He says that God’s foreknowledgd,fare-ordination, is one
simple act in God — and yet God is not the causenpfor man’s damnation. If
there is no difference between God’s foreknowlealyg God's fore-ordaining
things, certainly he must be the cause of thatalles;m — for he cannot but
foreknow everything. It is very unreasonable tp Isa decrees it because he
foreknows it, because there are many things he Kraw eternity would be done
that he commanded not to be done — thereforediglseced that they should be
done he never would have commanded them not tote, dontrary to his
decree. It pours contempt on God’s knowledge yatsat he knows nothing but
what he intends to do — have we not such knowledigeelves? Admitting we
have health and reason, we may foreknow and fbeething we intend to do.

Further, if God knows nothing but what he mig to do, there is no harm in
robbing, ravishing, or murdering — because agreebthis doctrine, man is a
machine and no more accountable for what he d@eswias the Ammonite’s
sword with which brave Uriah was slain. What astye scene will be exhibited
on the Day of Judgment if God’s foreknowledge amdl'& fore-ordination are
one and the same thing. May not the majority jhetly accuse their maker with
making them on purpose to burn in the unquencHébiee if his foreknowledge
and his fore-ordination are one in the same thifigat he knew what they would
do, we do not deny; but that he made them do whébtiids, we do deny —
because he says he has no pleasure in the desitmefs. If he made them to
burn in hell for ever and ever, he must have pleasutheir death — because he
has pleasure in all his acts and will not do agtiie does not please to do.

When he finished his Creation, he pronounbeti éverything he had made
was very good. He himself is goodness and haslean what is good — not in
the death of poor sinners. They kill themselvesibping — that is, they lose the
life of God out of their souls by doing what theg @ommanded not to do, when
they might leave it undone — as effectually asousth lose my natural life were |
to run a dagger thro’ my heart. “Your sins andnjoiguities have separated
between me and you,” says God, “that is, doing wisammanded you not to do,
when you might have left it undone, has separa¢d@den me and you.”

But if God, who knew they would do what wastary to his will, decreed
they should, then certainly he is the cause of #ternal death. For they could
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not help it if his foreknowledge and fore-ordinatiare one and the same thing —
or, to use Mr. Hall’'s words, “one simple act of God

Sunday 13 — | preached at Peter Kunkle’s on Il @brans 5:10. | had not much
liberty in speaking. In the afternoon | preachedmariah Sutton’s with more
freedom and lodged at James Bayley’s. For an dotwo while | was there |
was very sick. What a necessity of always beiaglye

Monday 14 — | lectured at night at Mr. Manning’stbe Parable of the Ten
Virgins.

Tuesday 15 — | preached at Martin Reese’s up Piaek®n Proverbs 14:34. |
felt confined, yet | hope God will do some thing fbese people. | know not that
there is a prejudiced person among them. | lodge&ames Mills’. He and his
wife are kind people.

Wednesday 16 — | preached at Martin Updegrove’s witlegree of liberty to a
few people from Ephesians 5:14.

Thursday 17 — | went to John Hamilton’s on the Baédjle Creek and spoke a
few words to a few people. | do not think thasitvorth the preacher’s while to
stop here.

Friday 18 — | rode to Philip Antes’ and preacheiatMalone’s at night on
Romans 5:18 and baptized a child for a relatioklofMalone.

Saturday 19 — | preached at one Grefgs the end of Nittany Mountain on Luke
13:5 — | felt liberty — and at night at Henry Beswith freedom from Acts 16:30.

| have heard brother Youfftfrom Ireland give a few words of exhortation twice
He speaks well and has a good gift in prayer, dmelieve he will be useful if he
continues faithful — which | pray God he may.

Sunday 20 — | preached at our friend John Graldim$enn’s Valley from |
Peter 2:25 and administered the sacrament of thr@#d. 8upper. In this employ |
often have a deep sense of my unworthiness. Igivd,me more grace.

** Andrew Gregg (1755-1835) was the son-in-law of General James Potter and the grandfather of
the noted Andrew Gregg Curtin, the Civil War governor of Pennsylvania. He lived in Penn’s
Valley, on the south side of Nittany Mountain, near where the Pennington meeting house was
later erected.

“© William Young (1756-1829) was born in Ireland and came to America with his family in 1791 —
settling in Penn’s Valley and receiving a local preacher’s license. He was part of the extended
Kinnear family [see 4/29/1797]. His obituary in the 11/10/1829 Christian Advocate states that
“he had moderate talents as a preacher but lived a holy life and his greatest influence was
though his conversation.”

*! John Graham was born in Ireland about 1738. He came to America and settled in Chester
County in 1775. He lived in Penn’s Valley from 1791 to 1794, before moving on to Bellefonte and
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Monday 21 — This morning | arose about daylight] hauppose | have ridden 40
or 50 miles. On the way, | stopped and prayed waitlold woman that appears to
be just entering thro’ the gate of death. She shgdeels no terror, and that she
loves Jesus. |lodged at William Search’s.

Tuesday 22 — | spent some time with brother Payirteronversation on the rise
and fall of man, at friend Search’s. After dinmex crossed the Susquehanna and
went to Mr. Rees’, where we were kindly treatedMrg. Rees — and where | was
much delighted reading one of the volumes of Mm1s&” works.

Wednesday 23 — From Mr. Rees’ we rode to JamesrEgbg Northumberland.
| preached at night from | Corinthians 6:19-20.otBer Paynter exhorted.

Thursday 24 — We rode to Berwick. On the way wkedat Joseph Ogden’s —
and as it was a day of fasting and prayer in wkiehmercy of God was implored
on behalf of the distressed inhabitants of Philaldiel, there were many
assembled to whom | preached from part of Amos 4:1Rrepare to meet thy
God.” After that we proceeded to Berwick, wherether Paynter preached at
night from part of Hebrews 2:3. The word was attshwith power. | exhorted
after him. | think there is some prospect of gbethg done in this place.

Friday 25 — We rode from Berwick to Shawnee, in Wiyag circuit, and at night
heard for the first time a Universalist. He hadumeto preach before we got in.
He was an able speaker. Some things he advancedeweellent — among which
was his description of the righteous entering gitoy. He likewise gave us a
description of the punishment of the wicked — whehtold us would be for a
time, to reduce them to obedience. He said thrasihall degree of punishment
did not reduce them to obedience, then a largeregeghall — that they shall be
brought into heaven in a state of regeneracy, laaidwithout holiness none
should see the Lord. If this gentleman slips duinoe into eternity destitute of
that holiness without which none shall see the Lardl if such is the will of God
that he may obtain it in another stage of existamzkenot find himself mistaken, |
trust my heart joyfully will say, “the will of theord be done.” We lodged at
friend Presson’s.

[This chapter ends as Colbert’s travels take hiomirBerwick on
Northumberland circuit to Shawnee on neighboringoW¥iyng circuit, to which
circuit he has been assigned in a mid-year chariggopointments.]

then to Clearfield County — where the family became the namesake of the erstwhile town of
Grahamton. He is the grandfather of noted Central Pennsylvania Conference preacher
Cambridge Graham (1816-1885).

* William Law (1686-1761) was a British mystic and member of the Nonjuror faction in the
Anglican Church. His works include Practical Treatise upon Christian Perfection (1726) and A
Serious Call (1728), both of which were read by Wesley at Oxford.
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Chapter 5
1793-94 (third part)
Tioga Circuit

[This chapter begins in October 1793 with yet another adjustment in
appointments. Anthony Turck has been assigned to join Colbert — ostensibly on
Wyoming circuit, as that is what is reported in the General Minutes. It appears,
however, that the fledgling Tioga circuit is still struggling (and perhaps
temporarily re-joined to Wyoming) — and Colbert leaves Turck to care for
Wyoming while he cares for Tioga. In December, another change will send
Colbert to Maryland — thus ending his confusing ride on the 1793 Wyoming-
Northumberland-Tioga merry-go-round.]

Saturday, October 26, 1793 — Our quarterly meeting commenced, where | met
with my new colleague — brother Turck,! who has preached us a long but
entertaining metaphorical sermon from Isaiah 21:5. Brother Paynter and myself
exhorted after him.

Sunday 27 — The morning we held a Love Feast. | preached at Esg. Myers’.?
Brother Paynter preached on Matthew 10:22-23. After him, | preached from Luke
22:19 and administered the Lord’s Supper. Brother Owen assisted, while brother
Turck and Paynter exhorted powerfully.

Monday 28 — | lodged with brother Turck at our brother Ashbel Waller’s, who |
believe devotes himself and all he has to the service of God.

Tuesday 29 — | took my leave of brother Turck and set out on my journey for the
dreary ice-glazed mountains of Tioga.® | came as far as Abraham Goodwin’s.*

! Anthony Turck was a German, with a reputation for being plain and rough — but he proclaimed
the truth with love and was often referred to as “Daddy Turck.” Having been admitted on trial in
1793, this was his first appointment. He labored for 10 years and died in 1803 while serving
Freehold circuit in New Jersey. His obituary is given in the General Minutes for 1803.

2 “Squire” Lawrence Myers (1754-1810) lived in Kingston, and his brother Philip (1759-1835) lived
near Forty Fort. The brothers were born in Germany and came to America with their parents in
1760, settling in Frederick County MD. They fought together in the Revolutionary War, moved to
the Wyoming Valley in 1780 and 1785 respectively, and are buried in the cemetery at Forty Fort.
Philip married Martha Bennett (1763-1851), daughter of Thomas Bennett [see the footnote for
4/24/1793], and their daughter Mary became the wife of the noted editor, author and historian
George Peck (1797-1876). See also footnote 4 below.

® Colbert and Turck were appointed to Wyoming circuit. It is not stated why Colbert left
Wyoming circuit to Turck and set out for Tioga circuit. James Thomas was supposedly the
itinerant appointed to Tioga — but his name does not appear in Colbert’s journal, and it appears
that Thorton Fleming was serving there.
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Wednesday 30 — From my friend Goodwin’s | rode to a Mr. Massey’s on
Tunkhannock. Mrs. Massey is a Baptist. She says that she believes Christ died
for all, but that she does not believe a person can so fall from grace as to be
finally lost. She gave me a very clear and satisfactory account of her conversion
to God. She acknowledges that she gives way to sin, and that she is always sorry
for it afterwards, but thinks she cannot go to hell as she was once converted to
God. | awfully fear that the belief of this doctrine will be the ruin of many souls.

Thursday 31 — | arrived at good old friend Baldwin’s at Wyalusing, where | met
with a kind reception.

Friday, November 1, 1793 — | rode from my friend Baldwin’s to my friend
Mayhew’s on Shufelt’s Flats. Here | am kindly received.

Saturday 2 — From my friend Mayhew’s | set off for New Sheshequin, where their
quarterly meeting is held. The wings of night were spread over me before |
reached the place — however when | got there | had to preach, and was enabled
(glory to God) to speak with a degree of life and power at my friend Green’s from
part of Acts 16:28 — “Do thyself no harm.” | believe some felt the word go home
to their hearts. Brother James Smith,> a good young Irishman who was on his
way to the Lakes, exhorted after me. Brother Smith has just taken the field. May
he be enabled to put the armies of the aliens to flight thro’ the all-conquering
grace of God in Christ Jesus the Lord.

Sunday 3 — The evening | opened the Love Feast — the Lord was present. After
the Love Feast we went to a school house at a small distance. Brother Fleming®
preached to the people, brother Smith exhorted, and the people sat attentive — but
when | got up to speak some got uneasy and went out, while others sat very
attentive. After preaching and exhorting, we administered the Lord’s Supper and
repaired to friend Green’s, where we spent the evening in conversation — which |
trust was to edification.

Monday 4 — We rode from friend Green’s to our old friend Cole’s. On our way
down the river we called at a friend’s — Lydia Newell” (formerly Lydia Ogden, in
whose father’s house | have often preached in Northumberland circuit). We

*1n 1793, Abraham Goodwin had a 3 year old son Abraham and Philip Myers [footnote 2 above]
had a 1 year old daughter Sarah who would become husband and wife in 1812.

> James Smith had just been received on trial and was on his way to the newly constituted Seneca
Lake circuit —which area had previously been part of Tioga circuit.

® Thornton Fleming was the itinerant serving Tioga circuit.

’ This is strange. There was a Lydia Ogden (1773-1833) born in Wysox who married a Josiah
Newell (1768-1830) and became the founders of Newelltown, on Lycoming Creek in Tioga
County. But this Lydia Ogden was not related to the Joseph Ogden of Northumberland circuit,
and the Joseph Ogden of Northumberland circuit appears to have no relations named Lydia.
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prayed with them and proceeded to friend Cole’s. These are a sensible people,
and very free to converse.

Tuesday 5 — Brothers Fleming and Smith with me, | spent part of the day at my
friend Cole’s writing and reading Carver’s” Travels. At night | was enabled to
preach with freedom on Matthew 10:32-33.

Wednesday 6 — | spent the day at friend Cole’s.

Thursday 7 — With brother Fleming, | came to our friend Parshall’s — which we
found to be a very agreeable place.

Friday 8 — Brother Fleming and myself were very agreeably entertained reading
Carver’s Travels and accounts of the different tribes of Indians in the northwest
part of the continent of America.

Saturday 9 — Our quarterly meeting at Wyalusing commenced today. | preached
to them from Acts 16:30. At night brother Smith preached from part of Jeremiah
18:11. Brother Fleming lectured on the third chapter of I John.

Sunday 10 — This morning brother Fleming opened the Love Feast by
administering the Lord’s Supper. This Love Feast | believe was so spoiled by so
many being admitted that were not members, that none of the friends spoke their
experience. | felt very much hurt, as did Fleming and Smith. But | was enabled
to preach with great liberty from Mark 16:15-16. Brother Fleming preached
afterwards from Hosea 14:1-3, and brother Smith concluded with singing and
prayer.

Monday 11 — With brother Smith I rode up to New Sheshequin, and at night
preached at friend Green’s from Job 21:15. Brother Smith exhorted after me and,
I expect, pleased the people better than | did.

Tuesday 12 — At night brother Smith preached at friend Kress’ in Chemung, and |
exhorted after him.

Wednesday 13 — | rode to my old friend VVandervoorts’s at Newtown and found
the family in great distress with the ague and fever.

Thursday 14 — | rode to Catharine and preached at night at Mr. McClure’s.?
Brother Smith proceeded on to Horseheads to preach if he got hearers.

® Captain Jonathan Carver (1710-1780) of Massachusetts set out to explore the territory won by
Great Britain in the French and Indian War and to find the elusive Northwest Passage. He is the
namesake of Carver County MN. His grandson Samuel Carver (1768-1835) was a local preacher
near Kingston, Luzerne County PA, and the family donated the land for the Carverton church.

® Thomas McClure, a Scotch-Irishman, who had located at Wyoming and served in Capt. Simon
Spalding's company during the Revolutionary War, came to Athens PA 1786, settling on the west
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Friday 15 — | rode from Catharine down the east side of Seneca Lake, in Herkimer
County™® NY, to a Mr. Kinney’s. He was not at home, but | was treated kindly by
Mrs. Kinney.

Saturday 16 — | preached at Mr. Kinney’s from John 3:19 before Mr. Judd*! - a
Presbyterian minister, with his three-cocked hat and gold ring on the little finger
of his right hand.

Sunday 17 — | went to hear Mr. Judd preach. He gave us two discourses from
Ephesians 1:12. | am in duty bound to acknowledge that | have been treated with
more respect by this gentleman than | expected from a Presbyterian minister. At
night he came to hear me at Mr. Depew’s, where | had a room full. 1 felt happy
singing the first hymn, and was enabled to preach with life and power from |
Corinthians 6:19-20 — and | expect to the satisfaction of the people in general.
God, make it a savor of life unto life.

Monday 18 — The ground is covered with snow, and more is falling. | dread the
thought of riding, but opening my Bible on Proverbs 24:10 — “If thou faint in the
day of adversity, thy strength is small” — I gathered all the strength and resolution
I had, called for my horse, and rode to brother Fleming’s where | had appointed to
meet Mr. Judd, who was going as far as Geneva. He was not at the house, and |
being in a hurry was not for waiting, but Mrs. Fleming telling me that Mr. Judd
wanted to have some conversation with me on what | asserted last night, | felt
inclined to stay and defend myself if attacked about putting “all men” as she said
he said “on a level.” But when he came he spoke friendly and said nothing about
it. I then thought, as we had to ride a great part of the way together, we should
have the conversation on the road to ourselves — but not one word was said on the
subject. We parted in Geneva, a beautifully situated little town on the northwest
corner of the Seneca Lake.

side of the Susquehanna River. In 1788 he opened the first tavern in Athens. In 1793 he sold
his holdings and removed to Catharine NY.

10 Today this is Seneca County NY. When counties were established in New York State in 1683,
the present-day Seneca County was part of the vast Albany County. In 1772, a portion of Albany
County became Tryon County, named for William Tryon, colonial governor of New York. In 1784,
Tryon County was changed to Montgomery County in honor of the American general, Richard
Montgomery. In 1791, portions of Montgomery County became Tioga, Otsego, and Herkimer
Counties. Onondaga County was established from a portion of Herkimer County in 1794, and the
western portion of Onondaga County became Cayuga County in 1799. Seneca County was
established from the western part of Cayuga County in 1804.

" Rev. Benjamin Judd (1755-1834) was at this time a missionary under appointment of the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church. An 1885 graduate of Harvard, he had an
interesting and unsettling career. He was dismissed from the Ware MA Congregational Church in
1787, from the Poundridge NY Presbyterian Church in 1793, and from a Litchfield CT
Congregational Church in 1804.
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| went to Mr. Anning’s*? as | was directed by Mr. Depew, an acquaintance of
Mr. Anning. Mr. Anning was not at home, and | felt that | was not at home. But
to leave the town before I preached, | dared not — if | could get my place to preach
in. I asked Mrs. Anning, after telling her my errand, if she was willing to let me
preach in her house. She consented, tho’ with a little reluctance, and considering
the little pains taken to notify the people, | had a large congregation for the place
— with the Rev. Mr. Henry (a Presbyterian minister), and James Smith (a young
preacher received last conference at Philadelphia and sent to the Lakes), and John
Cole® (a local Methodist preacher). | was, thank God, enabled to preach with a
degree of life and power from John 3:16. The people behaved as well as I could
expect, considering all things, and some spoke to me in that friendly manner that
men who behave with decency in a strange country ought to be spoken to.

Tuesday 19 — Brothers Smith, Cole and myself were well treated at Mr.
Manning’s, where we lodged last night. This morning Mrs. Jennings, the tavern
keeper’s wife, invited us to breakfast. | found the people very friendly and
agreeable. By the time I rode from Geneva to the ferry, on the Cayuga Lake, |
was very hungry. At the house on the west side of the lake I stopped and asked
for something to eat, but they told me they had no bread. Then, as a pot of
potatoes was by the fire, | was glad to get some of them — with some good butter,
without bread. But to my great satisfaction, while we were setting over the
potatoes pot, a man came in with a bag of wheat flour on his back. | then got
some bread for the present, and some to take with me. And it is well I did, for
when I crossed the lake to Captain Harris’,** where I lodged and got supper, they

had no bread.

Wednesday 20 — From Harris’ Ferry, | rode up the east side of the Cayuga Lake,
thro” an Indian settlement,® to a small place called Scipio. | stopped at the

12 While Colbert is consistent in reporting this surname as “Anning,” local histories suggest that it
probably should be “Manning.”

B3 Colbert is mistaken in the first name. This is Ezra Cole (1751-1821) from Benton, about 10
miles southwest of Geneva, where he settled in 1792. He attended the annual conference in
Philadelphia in 1793, and upon his return organized a Methodist class. The 1873 History of Yates
County states: “Mr. Cole did not long continue a preacher. The iron strictness of early
Methodism did not agree with his views of life, and he gradually fell away from the faith.” He
later owned and operated a tavern in Benton.

!4 John Harris (1760-1824) was the grandson (through Samuel) of the John Harris (1673-1748)
who founded Harrisburg PA. He was born in Harrisburg PA and settled on the Cayuga
Reservation, on the east bank of Cayuga Lake, in 1788. He was the first white man to settle and
trade among the Cayuga Indians and one the first, if not the first, white man to settle in what is
now Cayuga County NY.

!> John Harris started a ferry across the lake in connection with James Bennett, who came with
him from Pennsylvania and settled on the west side of the lake. The two men did a thriving
business, as there was a great demand to ferry both white men and Indians, and this was the
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widow Franklin’s, and had preaching appointed at Esqg. Phelps’. The people
would not attend until an arbitration was ended. | became impatient waiting for
them and was about to go away, but | was persuaded to wait a little longer, which
I consented to, and the people began to come in and I began singing. By the time
I was done praying, | had a house full, to whom | preached from Romans 5:19.
They were attentive until the last prayer — when by the time | was on my knees
they began to pour out of the doors, fit to tumble over each other. Before I rose
from my knees | knew not what to make of it, but was soon enabled to account for
it when | got up — for the house next door but one was wrapped in flames, and a
poor dog within lost. | lodged at Mrs. Franklin’s.

Thursday 21*" - 1 rode to William Goodwin’s.

Friday 22 — | preached at Mr. Atwater’s from Acts 3:19 and baptized a child, for
Mr. Konkle, and at night preached at Robert McDowell’s*® at the head of Cayuga
Lake from Isaiah 21:5.

Saturday 23 — I had a very cold night’s lodging last night. | got very little sleep,
so that | was obliged to rise early — especially since | had a long ride before me
for near 30 miles without an inhabitant to Andrew Alden’s at Owego on the North
Branch of the Susquehanna. | was fortunate that | found two fires on the roadside
this cold morning.

Sunday 24 — | felt unwell last night, but thro’ mercy was enabled to preach with a
degree of life and power at Andrew Alden’s from Il Corinthians 5:20.

only ferry on the lake. A 1795 traveler described the ferry as "a rough boat, propelled sometimes
by oars and sometimes by sail.”

¢ Colbert was traveling through the Cayugas Reservation, which was established (for the third
time) in 1789 and included significant areas on both sides of the lake. The reservation was
dismantled with minimal financial reimbursement to the tribe in 1795, at which point most of the
Cayuga Indians left the area and the state sold the land to white settlers who flocked in.

" The 1966 book Silently They Stand by Jennie H. Conlon and published by the historical society
in Tompkins County NY makes the following statement on page 24. “From the journal of the
circuit rider William Colbert... comes the following dated November 21, 1793: Very muddy ride to
Wm. Winters, met a class. Very wet and dirty ride to Samuel Weyburns’ where | preached. Very
disagreeable ride through the bushes to Dyer Smiths. Our friend Smith, his wife, a brother and
three children live in a little log pen, covered with split pieces of wood. | found two people who
came to the meeting, and man and his wife by the name of Buck. In this place | enjoyed myself
very well. 1 would rather be in a pen, clean and decent, than in a palace with the filthy. | rode to
Richard Goodman’s on Cayuga Lake — these are clean people.” The only date quoted in Conlon’s
book, this is troubling and raises serious questions that merit further investigation beyond the
intent of this volume of The Chronicle — but all other known sources, including some independent
of each other, agree with the narrative in the main text.

'® Robert McDowell (1760-1802) lived at “the head of Cayuga Lake” [modern Ithaca] and is the
brother of the previously mentioned Daniel McDowell of Chemung.
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Monday 25 — I rode from Alden’s to Nathan Brown’s.

Tuesday 26 — | rode with another man from Nathan Brown’s to Gideon Baldwin’s
at Wyalusing. | had to climb a very disagreeable mountain, but thro” mercy got
safely over. At my old friend Baldwin’s I met brother Fleming.

Wednesday 27 — | heard brother Fleming preach from Romans 5:1-5. In the
evening | met the class at Wyalusing and preached at James Rice’s from Romans
5:18.

Thursday 28 — I rode from my old friend Baldwin’s to Meshoppen and lodged at
Mason Alden’s.™

Friday 29 — | rode from Meshoppen to Tunkhannock, where | met with sister
Sutton, who lives in Lackawanna, and with Mrs. Benedict, a Baptist sister. As we
were in a kind of wilderness, we had victuals with us — and with a degree of
satisfaction we all three sat down on a rock in the woods and ate our dinner. Then
we crossed a mountain over to Lackawanna. The bushes on the top of this
mountain were bent over the road with ice, but on the side of the mountain we
found no ice. We traveled till night came on, and very dark it was. | was under
fearful apprehension of having to lodge in the woods with these two women
tonight, but fortunately we got to Doctor Smith’s, sister Sutton’s father.?

Saturday 30 — This morning | felt no freedom to call the family together to prayer,
and | went away without saying anything about it to them. | rode to brother
Waller’s, where | met with brother Turck.

Sunday December 1, 1793 — | preached in Wilkes-Barre from Matthew 7:21-23,;
brother Turck met the class. In the afternoon brother Turck preached at Captain
Parish’s at Ross’ Hill. | trust the labour of this day has not been altogether in vain
in the Lord.

¥ Mason Fitch Alden (1750-1812) is a brother to the previously mentioned Andrew Alden. He
was born in Connecticut and is buried in the Overfield Cemetery in Meshoppen. His father Prince
Alden is the namesake of Alden PA, south of Wilkes-Barre in Newport township, where the family
settled before moving up-river.

2% pr. William Hooker Smith (1725-1815) was a Presbyterian minister and medical doctor. He
served under Col. Dennison at Forty Fort from 1778-1779 —including during the Wyoming
Massacre. Congress, by a special act in 1836, gave Dr. Smith's heirs $2,400 for the services he
rendered during the Revolutionary War.

! peck’s 1860 Early Methodism adds a detail to this adventure as recounted by a daughter of
Mrs. Sutton who remembered the night very well: “When it became so dark that they were
obliged to trust entirely to their horses, Mr. Colbert being in advance, his horse refused to go on.
He spurred the animal, but it would not advance another step. Whereupon he dismounted, and
laying hold of a shrub, he reached forward with his feet until he found he was upon the verge of
a precipice. They changed their course and escaped being dashed to pieces. They were upon the
brink of a perpendicular ledge of several hundred feet in height.”
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Monday 2 — | met a class at brother Baker’s, where brother Turck formed 4
bands,? and at night | preached at Baker’s from I Peter 1:58.

Tuesday 3 — | spent part of the day at brother Baker’s. At night brother Turck
preached at Rosencrans’, | exhorted after him, and he met the class — and a time
of confession was had.

Wednesday 4 — | went to Inman’s and exhorted a few people and met the class —
here are a refractory people. | rode to Ashbel Waller’s and lodged.

Thursday 5 — | met with brother Cook® at Anning Owen’s. He informed me that
I was appointed to Montgomery circuit on the western shore of Maryland, the
place of my nativity. After my rough tour into the lake country I felt very willing
to spend the winter in Wyoming, but a journey of more than a hundred and fifty
miles to the southward lies before me. This evening | went to Rosencrans’ with a
desire to reconcile the contending parties, but as both parties did not appear, |
sung, prayed and parted with them — it may be till the morning of the resurrection.
I lodged at Captain Parish’s.

Friday 6 — | heard brother Cook preach at Shawnee. He is an excellent preacher,
and an excellent man. | parted with brother Cook and went with brother Turck to
Andrew Blanchard’s.**

Saturday 7 — | rode to Berwick. The Lord has done great things since | was here —
a notorious backslider has been healed, a sinner brought to the knowledge of the
truth, and some groaning for redemption in the bold name of Jesus. The Lord be

2 A “pand” is assumed to be the same as a class. Colbert used this term on one other occasion,
but for clarity and consistency we chose to render it “class.”

%3 Valentine Cook (1765-1820) was the presiding elder [i.e., superintendent] of the district —
which at that time included four circuits: Northumberland (James Campbell & James Paynter),
Seneca Lake (James Smith), Tioga (Thornton Fleming), and Wyoming (William Colbert & Anthony
Turck). He had been licensed and admitted to the itinerancy in 1788. In 1798 he became
principal of the newly-founded Bethel Academy in Jessamine County KY. When that school failed
in 1800, Cook located and devoted himself to farming and preaching at revivals and camp
meetings. He is credited for introducing the “mourner’s bench” — as prior to that, those under
conviction simply knelt and were prayed for whenever they happened to be in the congregation.
** Andrew Blanchard (b. 1754) is an older brother of the previously mentioned Laban Blanchard.
He served under Zebulon Butler and survived the Wyoming Massacre — during which time his
brother Jeremiah was in command at Fort Pittston. He married the widow of Jonathan Hunlock
(d. 1779), of Hunlock Creek. Other details about his life are not clear — but it appears he was
living below Plymouth in 1793, later moved to Huntington (Luzerne County) and/or Hunlock
Creek, and was still receiving a federal pension in 1840.
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praised, and | am happy with them. This day I parted with brother Turck. 1
lodged at sister Doan’s.?

Sunday 8 — | preached at Berwick from Il Corinthians 5:20, joined a class of
children, and rode to Christian Bowman’s. This has been a happy day with me.

Monday 9 - | rode from Christian Bowman’s to Joseph Ogden’s and (I trust)
found them all striving for the kingdom of God but poor Betsy. This young
woman professed and appeared to be happy in God last summer, but | fear she has
fallen from her steadfastness into the condemnation of the devil. | strove hard to
bring her to a sense of the danger to which she lies exposed. She told me her
distress was great — that she saw the Lord frowning on her, that she could not rest
day or night, that she had a continual burning in her breast, and that her distress
was exceeding great. At night we had a happy prayer meeting.

Tuesday 10 — | spent the day at friend Ogden’s and Robert Owen’s, and at night |
preached at Ogden’s from Matthew 5:4. | have been treated kindly by the people
in this place. | perceive there is a spirit of love among them. May the Lord
increase it.

Tuesday 11 — | rode from Fishing Creek to Berwick to hear that good man
Valentine Cook. He preached to the people in the German language, and I trust
that good was done in the name of the Lord.

Thursday 12 — I came back with brother Cook to Joseph Ogden’s, where he
preached. It being a day of thanksgiving, a number of people were out. |
baptized a child for Joseph Salmon.

Friday 13 — | have bidden adieu to Fishing Creek — it may be forever — and set off
with brother Cook, Thomas Bowman and Betsy Ogden for my native country, the
western shore of Maryland, intending to attend the Northumberland quarterly
meeting on the way. We got in town a little after night and lodged at the widow
Taggert’s.

Saturday 14 — Brother Cook preached for us a very useful sermon. Brothers
Bowman and Paynter exhorted after him. | concluded the meeting with prayer; |
felt liberty in calling on the Lord. In this quarterly meeting conference | met with
some difficulties with one that had been steward of the circuit.

Sunday 15 — We had a happy time this morning in the Love Feast. Brother
Paynter gave a long and powerful exhortation, after which brother Cook preached
to an attentive congregation. | believe the word was spoken in power, and in the
demonstration of the spirit. | spoke afterwards, on who ought and who ought not

%> This is assumed to be Hannah Doan, wife Benjamin. Benjamin Doan was one of the 1786
founders of Berwick and among the charter members when the first class was formed there in
1805.
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to partake of the Supper of the Lord, and assisted brother Cook in the
administration of it. 1 now expect | am done preaching and exhorting on the
Susquehanna. | have been about 18 months in the mountainous country and, in
general, | found the people hardened — tho” many pay great attention to what is
said in preaching, it is as tho’ they hear with the ear of a critic. Many of them are
Calvinistic in their religious principles, and too many that are in connection are in
need of more religion. Tho’ | have borne many hardships among these people, |
found it hard parting with some of them.

Monday 16 — I bid adieu to Northumberland. | felt great freedom in prayer this
morning in my kind old sister Taggart’s family. | went and parted in love with
William Bonham. | hope the Lord has done something for him; if so, God grant
that he may not lose it. | got as far as McConnell’s.®

[This chapter ends as Colbert continues toward his new assignment in Maryland.
He thought his labors on Northumberland, Wyoming and Tioga circuits had
permanently concluded — but, as further entries in his journal reveal, God had
other plans. This was only the beginning of his work in the Susquehanna Valley.]

2 Henry McConnell was the son-in-law of Samuel Osborne and lived in what is now Juniata
County PA — between McKee’s Half Falls on the Susquehanna and Thompsontown on the Juniata.
This would have not been far off the main road to Carlisle in that day — which went from the
Susquehanna to the Juniata via Pfoutz Valley, crossed the Juniata via ferry, and proceeded south
over Croghan’s [now Sterrett’s] Gap to Carlisle. Henry McConnell died before 1806, but one of
his sons became a leading steward on Juniata circuit. He was a brother to the previously
mentioned Edward McConnell.
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Chapter 6
1797
Travd Interlude

[The General Minutes list Colbert serving BristoAR796-97 and Chester PA
1797-98. But Colbert experienced another mid-yggrointment change that is
not reflected in the General Minutes and servece8amircuit from May 20 to
September 12, 1797. This chapter covers his tsahebugh the areas covered by
the Northumberland, Wyoming and Tioga circuits andpring 1797 travel from
Bristol to Seneca and his fall 1797 travel from &=nto Conference in
Philadelphia, where he was assigned to Chester.]

Friday, April 7, 1797 — | rode thro’ the rain , thro’ the shades of déathossed
the Susquehanna, and got once more to Darius W#lfan Wyoming, where |
found my old colleague Elisha Cole.

Saturday 8 — | preached extra at the quarterlyimgéeld at Darius Williams’
from Lu3ke 12:32. Alward White and Elisha Cole extbd. We lodged at Aaron
Dean’s:

Sunday 9 — This morning we had a happy Love FeElsha Cole preached from
Acts 28:22. Alward White gave an exhortation aften, and | preached from

Luke 22:19 and administered the Lord’s Suppernight Elisha Cole preached at
the schoolhouse near Colonel Dennisdfrsm Galatians 6:9. | sung and prayed

! The “shades of death” was the Pocono plateau between Stroudsburg and Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton — a wasteland thought incapable of supporting life, with nothing to eat. Colbert
had traveled north through New Jersey and crossed into Pennsylvania near the Delaware Water
Gap.

? Darius Williams succeeded Captain Ebenezer Parish as the class leader in Kingston, after the
latter had drifted back into his former patterns of drink. Williams later became a local preacher.
George Peck [The Life and Times of Rev. George Peck, pages 108-109] reports of his conversion
that Williams “shook like a mighty wind” when he recognized his awful condition and “fell
helpless in a prayer-meeting, and lay for two hours in his father’s arms” before he received his
strength and “declared that he had found peace.”

* Aaron Dean (1767-1855) of Kingston was born in Connecticut and died in Ohio. He was married
first to Eunice Gallup, who died from complications of a Caesarian birth in 1795, and then to her
sister Lucy Gallup Gates — which marriage sources report for either April 4 or April 9, 1797, either
four days before Colbert’s visit or one day after.

* Colonel Nathan Dennison (1741-1809) was one of the original 40 Connecticut settlers who
came to the valley in 1769. He was second in command of the colonial forces at the Wyoming
Massacre and tried unsuccessfully to negotiate a non-bloody end to the standoff. The house he
built in Forty Fort in 1790 is administered by the Pennsylvania Historic Museum Commission and
open to the public. He entertained Colbert, Asbury and other circuit riders on a regular basis. He
is buried in the cemetery at Forty Fort.
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after him, and lodged with Michael Robey Hines \fifs— a young invalid
preacher — at Colonel Dennison’s. | have felt \aatong my brethren in
Wyoming.

Monday 10 — | spent the day at Colonel Dennisdois| felt my want of rest.

Tuesday 11 — | crossed the river and preached rgieBa from Colossians 2:6.
While | was speaking, a sick young man came indesired liberty to lie down.
After | had preached and spoke to the class, lspokim — but found him of
Deistic principles. | crossed the river againndtréea at Mr. Smith’s, and lodged
at Esq. Carpenter%.This family treated me with kindness. Since bvrathe
country, the Lord has taken from them a daught#io had not been long married
— but happy that she embraced religion while inthe&She was a delightful
singer, and | trust she has gone to sing on high.

Wednesday 12 — | rode from Carpenter’s to my akhft Rosencrans’, where |
formerly used to preach, and from Rosencrans’ &€l the Darius Williams'.
From Williams’ | walked a little distance to a frie by the name of PieréeAnd
while | was sitting conversing with sister Pieragno should walk up but David
Downing’ from Delaware State — who had moved his familyjfa and seven
children, and has 70 or 80 miles of the worst efritad to go yet. It is well if this
is not the beginning of sorrows with these peogenight | found it hard to
preach among a swarm of noisy children at Dariukidifis’ from Colossians 2:6.

Thursday 13 — At night | preached at Jeremiah Catésifrom Matthew 12:43-
45 and met a class. Here the friends are lively.

> Michael Hines Wilson was born in 1769 to George Wilson and Lydia Robey. He was named for
Lydia’s father, Michael Hines Robey. He was engaged to Colonel Dennison’s daughter Elizabeth,
but he died the following year.

6 Benjamin Carpenter (1753-1823) is a brother-in-law to Anning Owen, the latter having married
his sister Mary Carpenter. Both Benjamin and Anning survived the Wyoming Massacre and were
wrestling with calls to the ministry. It is reported in Palmer’s 1950 Heroism, page 62, that the
two agreed that the verse revealed in a casual opening of the Bible should direct their paths.
When the passage “Woe is me, if | preach not the Gospel” appeared, Benjamin deferred but
Anning committed himself to preaching. Although he never entered the ministry, Squire
Carpenter remained an active layman and later moved to Delaware OH, where he died.

’ This was Catherine Carpenter — who had been married to Jacob Bedford (1762-1849), who
would later marry Deborah Sutton (1773-1869), the daughter of frequent Colbert host James
Sutton.

® Abel Pierce lived in the upper part of Kingston. His wife survived him by many years and was
known first as “Aunt Ruth” and later as “Grandmother Pierce.” One of Abel’s daughters married
a son of Zebulon Butler. Two of Abel’s unmarried sisters, Alice and Hannah, were also prominent
and exemplary Methodists in the community.

° The Downing family was on their way to property near Athens PA, and they will appear later in
Colbert’s journal.
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Friday 14 — | preached at Ashbel Waller's from M#ie3:16-18 and spent the
afternoon and part of the evening readiig Shipwreck an elegant poem
written by William Falconée?.

Saturday 15 — | got thr@he Shipwreckand preached at old Mother Hide’s in
Hanover from | Corinthians 13:13, and returned shidel Waller's.

Sunday 16 — | preached in the courthouse at Wilase from Acts 3:19 to an
attentive congregation, some of whom | expect videists™ | felt myself for
some time at a loss for a subject to address texsgle on. | wanted to preach
pointedly against Deism, but was afraid | shoultdwjustice to such an
important subject — and so for as much as it ibgote a great part of them
profess to believe the Bible, | spoke to them apfeebelieving the Bible and
concluded with a word of caution to the Deistslined at the widow Johnsor's,
crossed the river, and preached at the schoolhmeseColonel Dennison’s from
Romans 1:16 and lodged at Colonel Dennison’s.

Monday 17 — | preached at Benjamin Carpenter’s fitebrews 12:14 and lodged
at Abraham Goodwin’s. These are kind people, lheitchildren are so noisy there
is no satisfaction to be had in the place.

Tuesday 18 — | rode to Benjamin Carpenter’s. Thather was too inclement to
travel without, and my time was too short to accbshpmy business if | stayed —
but then, no weather a man can live in ought tp bim.

Wednesday 19 — | rode from Carpenter’s to James'&itattended a prayer
meeting at friend Smith’s at night, and found mf/gemy element.

Thursday 20 — | rode from James Rice’s to Amos ‘BankSalem. A glorious
change has taken place in this family since | wags.h The old woman who used
to be dead and Calvinistic is now alive — and sa@vefrthe children converted.

Friday 21 — | rode from Amos Park’s to ChristiarvBoan’s, where | met with a
very kind reception, and at night we had a prayeetmg.

Saturday 22 — Richard Snetmet me at Christian Bowman's, where | held a
quarterly meeting. Brother Sneath preached fromrdiah 4:14. David Dawvi3

1% william Falconer (1732-1769) was a Scottish poet whose considerable first-hand experience as
a seaman contributed to his epic poem The Shipwreck.

" several leading citizens in Wilkes-Barre at this time were followers of an Elihu Palmer (1764-
1806), author of the Deistic book The Principles of Nature, whose brother Nathan Palmer (1769-
1842) was practicing law in the city.

© Mary Giddings Johnson (1729-1805) had just lost her husband, Presbyterian Rev. Jacob
Johnson on March 15, 1797. She is buried in the Hollenback Cemetery in Wilkes-Barre.

 This James Rice, according to George Peck’s 1860 Early Methodism, page 301, lived in
Trucksville —and is not the James Rice on Tioga circuit.

" Richard Sneath (1751-1824) was born in Ireland and emigrated to America in 1774. He
“embraced religion” and joined the Methodist Church in 1782 and became an itinerant in 1796.
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gave an exhortation, | preached with a degreeegfdiom from Colossians 2:19,
and Ashbel Waller gave an exhortation. At nightheéd a prayer meeting at
Thomas Bowman'’s. | have had strange feelings tedayt | hope | shall be
enabled by grace to overcome my soul's enemy.

Sunday 23 — We had a happy Love Feast, after wRichard Sneath preached
from Isaiah 51:1-3. Ashbel Waller preached afier from Matthew 22:14, and |
preached after Waller from | Corinthians 11:26 adcdhinistered the Lord’s
Supper. In the afternoon | rode with Richard Shnéatmy old friend Joseph
Ogden’s and preached from Matthew 24:44. Her@bas backslidden daughter
Betsy appeared as though she sat on nettles.nbtlok on this poor ceature,
but with pity.

Monday 24 — | rode with Richard Sneath to Northuridrel. Here my feelings
were hurt.

Tuesday 25 — | rode from Northumberland to ThomessR where | used to
formerly preach, and rode with Richard Sneath asity Bonhant® to Benjamin
Thompson's’ — where our reception was so unfavorable thatadle to Stahl¥

Currently on his first assignment, as the junior preacher on Northumberland circuit, he would
itinerate for 28 years and earn a reputation as an effective evangelist. He married, raised 8
children, and lived in Delaware and Lancaster Counties PA.

> David Davis was a class leader, circuit steward and local preacher who came from Philadelphia
to live in Sunbury about 1792 — although he had owned land there as early as 1780. Sometime
after 1800 Davis moved his family to what is now Beaver township, Columbia County PA. It is
reported that the first sermon delivered by a Methodist in Beaver township was preached in the
home of David Davis in 1815. A church was built there in 1822, but the Methodists turned it over
to the Evangelicals and the congregation eventually disbanded. Davis became a well-known local
preacher and was elected one of the original trustees when the Mooresburg church was
organized in 1834.

'® This is Elizabeth Taggart (Mrs. William) Bonham (1753-1829), daughter of the Mary Vanderbilt
Taggart mentioned by Colbert in his journal when he served Northumberland circuit. Amazingly,
she joins Colbert and the others and accompanies them at least until May 1.

v Benjamin Thompson lived about a mile east of Youngmanstown [Mifflinburg] and is considered
one of the founders of Mifflinburg Methodism. When Colbert served the circuit previously, he
had been hosted by Benjamin’s Presbyterian father John Thompson.

18 Philip Stahl (1758-1799), his brother Jacob, and blacksmith Jacob Lutz settled near the present
village of Mazeppa in 1793 and became the first in a long line of expert wagon and carriage
makers that helped Mifflinburg earn the title of “Buggy Capital of the World.” They were born in
Germany but moved into the area from Springfield township, Berks County PA.

Philip’s will declared: “I do allow the interest of 25 pounds for 10 years to be paid to the
ministers preaching here, or near to this, commonly called Methodists.” From 1802 to 1812 the
steward’s book of Northumberland (later Lycoming) circuit showed an annual payment of $4.00
from the estate of Philip Stahl. After Philip’s death, Jacob Lutz became the leader of the class —
which was known as the White Deer class.
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where we were kindly received and met with brothen Seward? In justice to
our good friend Benjamin Thompson, | must say he m@ at home when we
called there — if he had been home, | have no doutotve should have been
treated well.

Wednesday 26 — We returned to Benjamin Thompsartisye Richard Sneath
preached from | John 3:12. After him, | preacheanf Matthew 10:32-33 and
administered the Lord’s Supper. Brother Sneathibaghtwo adults, and we rode
to our friends Crawford and HeddeR*

Thursday 27 — With Brothers Sneath and SewardPatig Bonham, | rode from
Crawford’s and Hedden'’s to Robert Penningtéf'where | preached at night
from Malachi 3:16-18. Brother Seward gave a liveyortation, and brother
Sneath spoke a few words after him and concludednieting.

Friday 28 — We rested at Robert Pennington’s -efoest we stand in need, after
our long journey yesterddy.

Saturday 29 — We rode to the quarterly meetingimnéar'<* in Nittany Valley.
| began the meeting, and felt very well during $heging and prayer, but much
confined in preaching from Luke 12:32. Brother Yigua local preacher, spoke
after me. After him, Brother Sneath gave a wondesérmon from | Peter 2:25.

' John Seward was the senior preacher on Northumberland circuit. He had been admitted on
trial in 1795 and ordained a deacon in full membership in 1796.

% The Crawfords lived in Hartleton, Union County

! William Hedden was a neighbor to the Crawfords.

*2 This is Colbert’s first mention of “Father” Pennington, considered to be the patriarch of Centre
County Methodism. He came from New Castle DE about 1786 with his father-in-law Henry Benn,
with whom Colbert had significant contact during his earlier appointment to the region. When
the Benns moved westward, leadership of the class fell to Robert Pennington. It was on his land
that the first Methodist church in Penns Valley was erected in 1814. The old chapel is long gone,
as the congregation eventually relocated to the village of Centre Hall — but the cemetery, final
resting place of the Penningtons, remains. One of Robert’s daughters married a Sankey, and in
their home was organized the Sankey class — which became the nearby Potter’s Mills, or
Sprucetown, Church. The great gospel soloist Ira Sankey was the grandson of this couple. The
Methodist Magazinearried a memoir of Mrs. Robert Pennington in 1828ume 9, pages 16-18)
and another of her husband in 1827 (volume 10, p4g@g

2 \tis 25 miles along present PA 45 from Hartleton in Buffalo Valley, through the gap near
Woodward, to Robert Pennington’s in Penns Valley.

 James Kinnear, a member of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in Ireland, came to America and
settled in Philadelphia, where he became one of the first members of St. George’s Church. After
the Revolutionary War, he moved to 2400 acres near present Axemann. During the 1790’s the
families of five of his half-brothers came to join him, and the extended Kinnear family produced
several local preachers and was instrumental in the founding of the Axemann and Pleasant Gap
congregations. James Kinnear died in 1798. The story of this extended family is told in the 1918
book The Kinnears and Their Kin, by Emma Siggins White. More Information about James
Kinnear is given in Charles Berkheimer’s article “Early Central Pennsylvania Methodism: from
Whitefield to Asbury, “ in the 2003 volume of The Chronicle, pages 25-26.
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After him, Brother Seward gave us an exhortatioth @ncluded the meeting.
We dined at Kinnear’s and lodged at David Goodfel$6°, where we had a
happy prayer meeting. | have often pitied this imaaughter — an accomplished
and pious young woman, brought by her parents fretand and confined in
these American woods, among few that she enjoyfeattsfaction with. |
expect she feels her want of stimulation.

Sunday 30 — We had a happy Love Feast this mornlogn Seward preached
from Exodus 32:26. | preached after him from Ps@hil and administered the
Lord’s Supper — after which Brother Young preacfrech Revelation 20:12, and
Brother Sneath from John 1:29. Many, | believé,tfee weight of the word, and
the meeting ended in a great shout.

Monday, May 1, 1797 — | dined at my old friend Graham’s, with Sewandl a
Sneath and Polly Bonham, intending in the afterntoamnde to Robert
Pennington’s. But | was taken sick after | sef affd | had to return and stay all
night — for my horse was taken sick as well as rfiyse

Tuesday 2 — With my sick horse, and myself verykyéaave made but to travel
about 20 miles. |lodged at one Bunch’s — a Dutahnvho, it is said, can cure
sick horses. And a strange method he fell on te mine: stroking him from his
nose, up his face, and down his mane and bacletertti of his tail — and then
lightly slapping him on the flank — very gravelyel time successively. And
though | was pensive enough, | could scarcely lalghing at the way of
affecting a cure.

Wednesday 3 — | was treated well at my strangadr®unch’s, who was kind
enough not to take anything for what he did forand my horse. | rode on to
Northumberland, upwards of 50 miles, and was vergyd did not get in in time
to preach.

Thursday 4 — | rode to Joseph Ogden'’s, but didgebtlong soon enough to
preach. But it was well that William Brand8mas there, and he preached for
me. At night Brother Brandon preached, and | etdtba few people and prayed.

Friday 5 — | spent the day at the widow SalmonthwVilliam Brandon, and at
night held a prayer meeting at Joseph Ogden’®li¢\® a great fall of rain
prevented a number of people from coming to meeting

% This family, parents and four sons and two daughters, came from Cavan County Ireland to
America about 1792.

?® William Brandon was a local preacher from Ireland who was admitted to the conference on
trial in 1801 and expelled after only 4 years. He continued as a local preacher, however, and was
useful in revivals in the Luzerne County section of the Wyoming Valley. He lived near Town Hill
and was probably a school teacher as well as a farmer.
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Saturday 6 — | dined at John Salmofi'grayed at Robert Owens’ and at the
widow Salmon’s, and rode to Christian Bowman’s.u3hhave bid adieu to
Fishing Creek once more.

From much loved friend when ere | part,

A pensive sadness fills my heart.

Past scenes my fancy wanders o’er,

And sighs to think they are no more.

Sunday 7 — | spent the forenoon at Christian Bowsahfelt very unhappy in
mind. | preached at 3 o’clock from Matthew 18:3@illiam Brandon gave an
exhortation, and with William Brandon | lodged ay wid friend Isaac
Holloway’'s — where | suppose we spent half the niigltonversation.

Monday 8 — | preached in Berwick, though with étfreedom, from Matthew
7:21-23. Brother Brandon spoke after me. We datenlr good old sister
Doan’s, rode on back to Amos Park’s in Salem, wherdad a meeting, and
spent the evening very agreeably.

Tuesday 9 — We rode from Salem to Andrew Blanctférsd from Blancher’s to
Jeremiah Coleman’s in Shawnee.

Wednesday 10 — We rode from Coleman’s to Colon@ln3®n’s and dined with
Alward White and Michael Wilson — then | rode onJaames Sutton’s. Thus have
| got over the frontiers of Wyoming once more onway to Tioga. Hard toiling

| now expect.

Thursday 11 — | have had a long and tiresome nee the Luzerne mountains
from Sutton’s to Humphrey Brown'’s tavéin- a disagreeable place. | had to
lodge in a room with 3 or 4 vile wretches. As tmenpany of such abominable
beings is so disagreeable here on earth, whabcaytet to be taken to escape hell
where they are much worse.

Friday 12 — | rode from Brown’s to my old friend €@, where | believe they
were glad to see me. O how much better it is tbdye than where | was last
night.

%’ This is assumed to be John Salmon (1751-1837), son of widow Salmon and brother to Joseph
Salmon.

%% Andrew Blancher lived in Huntington township, Luzerne County, and appears on the tax rolls
for 1796. This may be the same person previously identified as Andrew Blanchard.

*° This tavern was in Whyalusing. An announcement in the 8/7/1807 Luzerne County Federalist
reads as follows: The subscriber informs his friends and the public in general, that he has again
opened A House of Entertainment, at his old Stand, two miles below the mouth of Wyalusing
Creek. Having furnished himself with the best of Liquors and other accommodations, he hopes to
obtain the patronage of the public, and will endeavor to give satisfaction to those who may call
upon him. Humphrey BROWN, Springfield.
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Saturday 13 — | rode from Cole’s to my old frienck€n’s at Sheshequin, dined,
and rode to Daniel McDowell’'s in Chemung — heravdasevere exercise of
mind.

Sunday 14 — | preached at my old friend Kress’ fiddorinthians 11:26 and
administered the Lord’s Supper. Here the childvere so noisy that | have not
had much satisfaction in preaching.

Monday 15 — | rode thro’ a wilderness of about ligeson the east side of the
Seneca Lake in company with a very conversablelmgahe name Landers.

[Colbert is now in the territory covered by Seneaauit. His official duties start
with a quarterly meeting and Love Feast on May 2&@d end with a quarterly
meeting and Love Feast on September 9-10. He istdlys area another day “to
try to settle a disagreeable piece of business” tah departs back through the
territory covered by the Tioga, Wyoming and Nortbenand circuits on his way
to Conference in Philadelphia.]

Wednesday 13 — We rode to Catharine Town and lodg&tiomas McClure’s.
Here H. Jeffersofl preached from Psalm 116:7 and | gave a word obreation
after him.

| have traveled from the Y@f May until the 12' of September on Seneca
circuit, in Ontario and Onondaga counties in tlaesof New York, among the
lakes — Canandaigua, Honeoye, and the crookedNakeand southwest; and
Cayuga, Owasco and Skaneateles east and nortli¢lastSeneca Lake.
Hamilton Jefferson has been my colleague — a ngimihithe esteem of many of
the people, who have been raised under a Calammstiistry, some who pretend
to some knowledge of experimental religion, of whiavill not say they are
totally ignorant, but | am afraid there are but finat enjoy it. The Calvinistic
system is a system of dangerous consequence. Bbm@ined us appear to be
much alive to God. In many places there are tiobed an ignorant people, and
some of very excellent natural abilities. The fatéhe country is beautiful, and
the land very fertile. The cattle grow to an enousisize — and tho’ plenty
abounds* in the land, living is very bad. The [wslegrow very large. The water
is bad to wash, and disagreeable to drink. Truagn say that my life has been
since | have been in this country one of continuous

*| have been credibly informed that 400 busth#lwheat have been reaped
from 8 bushels of sowing.

Thursday 14 — We rode from Thomas McClure’s toadrfriend Kress’ at
Chemung.

* Hamilton Jefferson (1769-1821) was Colbert’s colleague on Seneca circuit. He was born in
Calvert County MD, admitted on trial in 1793, and served until his death — attributed to cancer
that could not be halted even by the surgical removal of his eye. His obituary is given in the 1822
General Minutes.
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Friday 15 — At Daniel McDowell’'s we fell in with Amng Owen and rode on to
our friend Green’s in Sheshequin, where we werdliireceived and lodged all
night.

Saturday 16 — We attended a quarterly meeting atyHgalisbury’s! at

Towanda. Hamilton Jefferson preached from Il Sdrhdel4. | preached after
him from Psalm 84:11. Brother Owen concluded tleeting. | lodged with my
old friend and fellow traveler Elisha Cole at Gidddaldwin’s — where | spoke on
the subject of prayer. Brother Cole gave a lorfgpetation after me.

Sunday 17 — | believe the Lord was among us beford.ove Feast broke up.
We had three sermons. | preached from | Thessalers:17, Hamilton Jefferson
preached from Romans 6:17, and Elisha Cole from 3ot4-15. Brother [Owen]
concluded the meeting — and | say this day’s laloblmve will not be in vain in
the Lord.

Monday 18 — | spent part of this day with Hamilttefferson and Anning Owen
at Solomon Franklin® (I am now on the banks of the Susquehanna) atikin
afternoon came to Samuel Colé&’s.

Tuesday 19 — | visited an old man by the name afiMat whose house | used to
lodge when | traveled in Wyoming and was treatell. wee appears to be near
his long home, and happy in the Lord. In the engiine Lord was with us in a
prayer meeting at Solomon Colé%.

Wednesday 20 — | spent the day at Samuel Coleisngr

Thursday 21 — | went with Elisha Cole to Black WalBottom and preached at a
Baptist meeting house from Acts 16:30-31. Brothedferson gave an
exhortation. We lodged at a kind old Baptist preais house — a man by the
name of Sturdiford” or something like it, who married one of our fiden |
believe he enjoys religion. We spent the eveninagreeable conversation.

3 Henry Salisbury (c1740-1821) was born near Boston MA, married Catharine Head of Nine
Partners NY, and settled at Kinderhook NY — where his children attended school with Martin Van
Buren. At a public celebration over the capture of General Cornwallis, while loading a cannon,
he had his right hand shot off. In 1797 he purchased 1000 acres south of Towanda from the Cole
family. Described as a "handsome old gentleman of a sunny disposition with a fondness for little
folks and a faithful and consistent Methodist," he is buried in the Cole Cemetery.

32 Solomon Franklin lived north of Towanda, his father Jehiel Franklin (1750-1821) being one of
the area’s earliest settlers. He moved to Canada with his father in 1804 and died there about
1811.

** samuel Cole is the father of Elisha Cole.

** Solomon Cole is the grandfather of Elisha Cole.

** Samuel Sturdevant (1741-1828) moved from Connecticut to Black Walnut Bottom in 1792,
preached Baptist theology, and eventually founded what is now the Braintrim Baptist Church in
Laceyville.
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Friday 22 — We rode to James Sutton’s, where we wiedly received and well
entertained.

Saturday 23 — On my way to quarterly meeting ab&tl Carpenter's® | stopped
to get my horse shod — and left my saddlebagseadtibp. Tho’ | got down to tie
up my great coat, | never missed them until | waisgto take them off at the
meeting. Hamilton Jefferson preached from Romans, 1 preached after him
from Judges 3:10, and Michael Wilson (a young map waveled on Tioga until
thro’ hardships he became an invalid) gave an ¢ahon after me. At night
Elisha Cole preached from Luke 10:11 and brotheadiél Bidlack, Owen and
Williams exhorted.

Sunday 24 — We had a profitable Love Feast in Eagpenter’s house, which
was succeeded by three sermons. | preachedrbratohn 3:16, and brother
Jefferson from | Samuel 12:23-24, and brother BEli€ole from Ephesians 5:25-
27. The sacrament was then administered, anddrdtiison gave an
exhortation and concluded the meeting. | lodgeti &lisha Cole at Aaron
Dean’s. This day my heart sank within me, at gfrae@mbrance of times that are
passed and at hearing at the misfortune of podiaiilBrandon who has been
employed as a traveling preacher by Thomas Waremasiding elder. Lord
preserve me.

Monday 25 — | preached in Wilkes-Barre, thoughwith much freedom, from
Amos 4:12, and lodged at the widow Johnson'’s.

Tuesday 26 — We started from Wilkes-Barre for Riglphia. A man by the
name of Moody fell in with us. As he appearedéaldecent man, we meant to
use him with good manners, but we soon found hean@sist. | was pestered
with him for several miles before brother Jeffersaas kind enough to take him
off my hands. We put up at one S6X'at Tobyhanna.

[This chapter ends with Colbert and his companiongheir way to the
Conference scheduled for October 10 in Philadelpiviaere they would receive
their new appointments.]

*® Gilbert Carpenter (1743-1823) was a millwright and in 1790 built the first grist mill at what was
commonly known as Shoemaker’s mill. Among the most active and influential early Methodists
in the Wyoming Valley, he was a local preacher and the organizer of what became the Carverton
class. He was admitted on trial in 1801 and served one year on Northumberland circuit — which
apparently was his only year of formal itinerancy. He moved to Delaware County OH about 1808,
where he and his nephew Benjamin Carpenter Jr established and supplied Methodist
congregations.

7 George Sox (1775-1828) was born in New Jersey and came to Tobyhanna about 1797. He built
a hotel and tavern where today’s PA 155 crosses Tobyhanna Creek, just south of the present
town of Blakeslee. Soon there was a community of about ten houses and a school — once known
as Soxville, but now as Fern Ridge. He is one of the founding members of the Blakeslee
Methodist Church. His children adapted the surname to “Sax.”
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Chapter 7
1798-99
Wyoming Cir cuit

[The 1797 General Minutes state that William Cotleerd William P. Chandler
were appointed to Chester and Strasburg circuispeetively. Either Colbert
was re-assigned at mid-year to Strasburg, or tiheudis were combined into one
— as they were in 1799 when Colbert was assigné@hester and Strasburg”
circuit. At the June 5, 1798, conference in Phelatia, William Colbert was re-
assigned. This chapter begins with Colbert travgetim his new appointment on
Wyoming circuit.]

Monday, August 13, 1798 — | rode from Samuel Jonéshrough Cornwall and
Hummelstown to Middletown. | preached at nightnfrMark 16:15-16 with a
degree of freedom and lodged at the widow Scott’s.

Tuesday 14 — | have at last bid adieu to Strasbucgit. It is something like
going out of Paradise, when compared to where §aimg. Before | got to
Harrisburg | was overtaken in a great fall of rairstopped at an inn in
Harrisburg, to dine, where | saw Thomas BurrelHafifax. He persuaded me to
wait for him, until | felt that those who wait fbrm will stand in need of patience.
It was night before we got to his house in Halifakere | lodged — and | found it
not very agreeable.

Wednesday 15 — From Halifax it took me until thghito get to Mrs. Taggert's
in Northumberland.

Thursday 16 — | rode from Northumberland to Josegten’s.

Friday 17 — | rode to John Hunlock’&vhere Andrew Blanchard formerly lived)
and was treated well there.

Saturday 18 — | rode to Darius Williams’ in Kingstan Wyoming circuit, where
| held a quarterly meetin.Thomas Warkpreached from Isaiah 54:5-8. Le&ch

! Samuel Jones was local pastor living in Springfield, Chester County PA.

? This is assumed to be Jonathan Hunlock Jr, stepson of Andrew Blanchard (see the footnote for
12/6/1793).

* This Wyoming circuit quarterly meeting was Colbert’s first responsibility on his new assignment.
But following the meeting he assists on Northumberland circuit for four weeks before returning
to his own work.

*1n 1798 Ware was superintendent of a district mostly in Pennsylvania that included 7 circuits:
Cecil MD, Wilmington and Newport DE, Philadelphia, Strasburg and Chester, Bristol, Wyoming
and Northumberland.
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Lackey and myself spoke after him. At night | preachea full congregation
from Romans 10:13. | had not much liberty in sjpregk Brother [Ware] spoke
after me and lodged with me at Squire Pierce’s.

Sunday 19 — The morning we had an excellent Lowst-eOne or two professed
to get converted. Thomas Ware (after the Lovetfrpasached an excellent
sermon from Proverbs 23:23. Leach, Lackey ancberd after him.

Monday 20 — We rode from Darius Williams’ to oudditiend Coleman’s in
Shawnee, where Thomas Ware preached at night fratthiv 11:16-17. |
spoke for a little while after him.

Tuesday 21 — We rode to Salénteach and Lackey lodged at old friend Park’s,
and Ware and myself at William Brandon’s.

Wednesday 22 — Thomas Ware preached at Park’sRsaim 146:6. | exhorted
after him. There appeared to be some life amoagéople.

Thursday 23 — We rode to Christian Bowman’s — whegevere kindly received,
treated well, and got some rest.

Friday 24 — Brother Ware preached at Christian Bawsifrom Luke 13:23-25.
| exhorted after him.

Saturday 25 — We commenced our quarterly meetindléothumberland circuit.
Thomas Ware preached from Matthew 6:33. Leachaysklf exhorted after
him. Some were in rapture, others much engagetipae woman professed to
get converted. At night | preached from Amos 4:There was life among the
people.

Sunday 26 — This morning we held a Love Feast. és@poiced in the Lord, after
which we repaired to the Presbyterian meeting hausse brother Ware
preached from Il Corinthians 6:17-18 and the fiestse of chapter 7. Lackey,
Leach and myself exhorted after him. There wanaraber of very ill-behaved
people at this place, and some that behaved vdty Atter the meeting, | parted

> John Leach was assigned with John Lackey to Northumberland circuit in 1798. He had just been
admitted the previous year, was not a physically strong person, and served five different circuits
in 5 years before dying in 1802. His obituary is given in the General Minutes for 1803. It may
have been his inexperience and physical condition that led Colbert to supplement the work on
Northumberland circuit.

® John Lackey was assigned with John Leach to Northumberland circuit in 1798. He was received
on trial in 1795, and his name disappears from the records subsequent to his appointment in
1799 to Lancaster VA.

7 Salem is on Northumberland circuit. Colbert now begins a four week round (August 21 to
September 18) on Northumberland circuit.
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with the preachers and rode to William Pegg’'s impany with friends Coleman,
Doan and his daughter.

Monday 27 — | came home with friend Coleburn. It fieuch fatigued.
Tuesday 28 — | spent the day at Jonathan Colehwrhiare | wrote some.

Wednesday 29 — | preached at Thomas Hamiltdrosn Il Corinthians 6:2. |
hope some received benefit. At night | preachetbhah Alward’s with freedom
from Luke 10:42 on “One thing is needful.” | lodbat Jonathan Coleburn’s.

Thursday 30 — | preached at Abraham Swisher’s f@miossians 2:6, and here |
think are the most extravagant shouters | evenmitat

Friday 31 — | spent the greater part of this daflaaham Swisher’s, and in the
afternoon | rode to Peter Kunkle’s.

Saturday, September 1, 1798 — | preached at Peter Kunkle’s with some
satisfaction from Amos 8:6. But when | came to tiike class of only 5
members, | found they were absent. They weredtaileand when they came in
all was turned into confusion. The people in tegtmoom could hear us plainly.
| was really shamed of them — and | thought it ratydin justice to the cause of
religion, to tell the people they need not to exgeeaching again. Tho’ | had
made an appointment, | thought it best to recalltitvas night before | got to
Amariah Sutton’s.

Sunday 2 — | preached to a few people at Suttortlkse forenoon from |
Thessalonians 5:7, and in the afternoon at Henpn#s® from Luke 10:42. |
expect | should have had more people to preacbiutaytif the Presbyterians had
not have had the sacrament at Lycoming, near Sstton

Monday 3 — As there were but four or five at thelovii Baird’s™® | gave an
exhortation. | am informed that a number of peapléis neighborhood are
afflicted with the ague.

® Thomas Hamilton was a member of the Muncy class.

° Henry Thomas (1731-1807) was, according to Charles Berkheimer, “one of the most influential
men of his day in the West Branch Valley, both in the church and in the community.” He was
born in Germany, came to America and settled in Philadelphia, served in the Revolutionary War,
and then removed to Larry’s Creek — where he erected an iron furnace, a forge, and a
blacksmith’s shop —and was killed Near Linden in a fall from his horse. His son John Thomas
(1783-1867) and step-son George Thomas were effective itinerant preachers in the area.

1% william Baird (1713-1792) was born in New Jersey and secured 218 acres just east of Liberty in
1785. This was where his widow hosted Colbert. William’s son Benjamin Baird married Frances
Siggins from Ireland, where her parents were friends of John Wesley — whom she heard preach in
her home. Rev. William Baird, the son of Benjamin and Frances, graduated from Allegheny
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Tuesday 4 — | rode to Christopher Helfofd’and preached at Peter Jonésh
Isaiah 55:6-7. This day | felt my want of resigoat

Wednesday 5 — | preached at Christopher Helfordfll Peter 3:18 and met the
class. At night, after riding a distance, | prezttirom Acts 3:19 — where, had it
not been for the hideous barking of so many dogsdgnight have been done,
for | thought | should have had great satisfactiopreaching.

Thursday 6 — | preached at William Young's from Asra6 with freedom, and
held a prayer meeting at night.

Friday 7 — | preached at Robert Pennington’s frapeter 4:18.

Saturday 8 — | had a long and tiresome ride froomigton’s in Penn’s Valley to
William Heddens’s in Buffalo Valley.

Sunday 9 — Thro’ grace | was enabled to preach fregdom and power at
Hedden’s from Amos 4:12. The people were verynéitte, and some of them
were affected. In the afternoon | preached at &am) Thompson’s from
Matthew 10:3. The congregation was large — anpicgtult was about 6 years in
June last since | first preached in this neighbodhe and now there are only four
men joined in a society.

Monday 10 — | preached at Philip Stahl's from Luke30-31. John Leach gave
an exhortation and met the class.

Tuesday 11 — | visited Thomas Rees near LewislaurBerrstown, on the west
bank of the Susquehanna. When I traveled her@92 Lused to preach here
every four weeks. There is no preaching here ndley kindly received me, and
treated me well.

Wednesday 12 — | tried to preach at night at Niab&gbert's® from Hebrews
2:1, but the noise of the children was so inteingpthat | had but little
satisfaction in speaking.

College, was ordained in the Methodist Episcopal Church South, and became editor of The
Episcopal Methodist in Baltimore MD. William Baird is buried in the Dunnstown Cemetery.

1 Christopher Helford and his wife were 2 of the first class of 6 formed at Philip Antes’. They
settled in Bald Eagle in 1786, a year before Antes. The 1801 Northumberland circuit steward’s
book lists Antes’ and Helford’s as two separate classes, and the April 1802 entry lists the class as
“widow Helford’s.”

12 peter Jones was a miller who erected a sawmill near Howard after the Revolutionary War. He
later became a local preacher and then an itinerant, serving in the Genesee Conference 1813-
1821 and the Canada Conference 1821-33 before joining the Wesleyan Conference (i.e., the
British Methodist Church).

2 Nicholas Egbert was the keeper of the steward’s book for Northumberland circuit. He and his
brother John later moved to Union County, where they died and are buried.
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Thursday 13 — Three people came to Webster Witinlsprayed with them and
gave them a word of exhortation.

Friday 14 — | preached at John Egbert’s from | Saémians 5:17. | endeavored
by divine assistance to stir them up in class mgetind | have a hope that |
succeeded in the attempt.

Saturday 15 — | rode to Robert Owen’s and sperttghdhe evening with good
old mother Salmon.

Sunday 16 — | preached with freedom at Joseph Cgfftem Mark 16:15-16.
Thomas Bowman gave an exhortation. In the afterideard John Lackey
preach at Christian Bowman'’s a part of a sermoexhbrted after him, and we
had here a happy class meeting.

Monday 17 — After spending part f the day at ThoBawman’s, | rode to
William Brandon’s in Salem.

Tuesday 18 — | preached at my old friend ColemanShawne¥ from Acts
16:25 on “Do thyself no harm.” Here we had a golags meeting, and a prayer
meeting at night.

Wednesday 19 — | crossed the mountain from Shawithesisters Holley® and
Hodgée’ and preached at Eben Russell’s in Bedfofim Isaiah 55:6. Here we
had a happy class meeting.

Thursday 20 — | spent the day at Samuel Holleaslireg thelife of Baron
Trenck!® who suffered ten years imprisonment in a dungédnaaigeburg.

" Webster Winn at this time lived in Chillisquaque township. Like many other pioneers in whose
homes Colbert preached or lodged, he must have been a tenant farmer who had not yet become
settled — for the tax lists indicate that he moved frequently.

> Shawnee [Plymouth] is on Wyoming circuit. Colbert has now returned to the circuit to which
he was formally assigned.

® Mrs. Samuel Holley was the former Millicent Coleman, daughter of the oft-mentioned
Jeremiah Coleman. Samuel Holley had been in the area at least since 1794, when records show
he purchased 11 acres. A public sale of “horses, cattle, swine, and household furniture” was
advertised by Samuel Holley in June 1800 — suggesting the Holleys may have been preparing to
move out of the area.

Y Mrs. William Hodge was the former Sarah Coleman, daughter of the oft-mentioned Jeremiah
Coleman. William Hodge had been in the area at least since 1790, when his name appears in the
1790 census.

'8 Bedford is Trucksville.

'® Baron Frederick von der Trenck (1726-1794) was a Prussian army officer and adventurer who
had a remarkable life of military experiences and imprisonments before his death by guillotine.
The book was Colbert was reading was his autobiography, written during one of the calmer
periods near the end of his life.
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Friday 21 — | rode to Aaron Dean’s in Kingston gmdached at night at a
schoolhouse near Colonel Dennison’s from Amos 5:6.

Saturday 22 — | rode to James Rice’s — where Itgpam of the afternoon in
writing, and the evening in reading.

Sunday 23 — | preached at Darius Williams’ from &di 3:16-18, and in the
afternoon at Carpenter’s from Mark 16:15-16.

Monday 24 — | took my book and went to James Sigteaw mill trough, where |
sat down and tried to read — but | fell into a pleat of which | did not wake until
half after 3 o’clock — half an hour after the tim€&hen | was so stupefied that it
was with difficulty | made out to preach from Madthh 18:3. However weary,
tired or sleepy | may feel, it is best for me torkwby exercise than to allow
myself to sleep in the day.

Tuesday 25 — | rode from James Sutton’s to JoseplieY\$ (at Capoose, or
Providence) and preached. |lodged at Daniel T8

Wednesday 26 — A day of trouble. After a long rigm®t to Jesse Gardners,
where there were but 5 members who began to ques®bon as they came
together. They got into much confusion. | haéxpel 4 of them.

Thursday 27 — | dined at Wilkes-Barre, rode on lifak Inman’s®? and preached
from Psalm 19:11.

Friday 28 — | spoke a little at Bennett's from Muttv 25:13 and lodged at
Reeder'$®in Newport. This Newport is a disagreeable place.

Saturday 29 — | have thought myself well off indiimg a better road down from
Wyoming to Salerff than | ever found before. | dined at William Bdan’s and
lodged at Amos Park’s.

%% palmer states that Daniel Taylor lived in Providence, while Peck gives the location as “below
Hyde Park”. Colbert seems to use Capoose (or Providence) to refer to a large area that includes
the present areas of both Providence and Hyde Park. It appears that both Joseph Waller and
Daniel Taylor lived in what is now known as Hyde Park.

*! Jesse Gardner lived in Plains.

2 Elijah Inman (1715-1804) of Buttonwood [Hanover] is the father of the previously mentioned
Richard Inman and of the Elijah Inman killed in the Wyoming massacre.

2 Benjamin Reeder (1769-1840) was born in Hunterdon County NJ and died in Trumball County
OH.

** Colbert is back on Northumberland circuit for another round (September 29 to October 29).
Given the imprecision of the General Minutes, and the fact that “Wyoming and Northumberland”
is listed as a single three-man circuit in the 1799 General Minutes, the most likely scenario is that
the two circuits were actually a single circuit at this point in time.
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Sunday 30 — | preached at Park’s from | Thessat@tal7 and in the afternoon
at Christian Bowman'’s from Psalm 84:11. Here we &&appy class meeting.

Monday, October 1, 1798 — John Leach and | had a day of rest at Christian
Bowman’s.

Tuesday 2 — | preached at William Rogers’ near RgaCreek from Hebrews
2:3. At night a few came out, and | gave an exhiora

Wednesday 3 — | preached at ShrorftZiom Colossians 6:2 and lodged at Peter
Hoffman’s?®

Thursday 4 — | preached at Off'érom | Corinthians 6:19-20. These are
agreeable people.

Friday 5 — | rode to Sunbury, dined with David Da\and rode out to Jacob
Depew’s. Here | found noise of children (old enlotig be made to know to do
better) so unsufferable that | had to leave thesbance or twice in the night to
get out of the racket.

Saturday 6 — | was glad this morning to go awaynfray friend Jacob Depew’s
to David Davis’ in Sunbury. Here | enjoyed mysedty well.

Sunday 7 — | preached in Sunbury in a schoolf8dsEn Luke 13:5, after which

| went to the Presbyterian meeting hddsad heard part of Mr. Morrisor's
sermon. At night | preached in Northumberland fidiaitthew 18:3 and lodged at
Mary Taggart’s.

> peter Shrontz (1767-1851) was a mason living in Shamokin township at least since 1792.
Berkheimer notes that he is listed as an original trustee on two Northumberland County
Methodist Episcopal church deeds: 6/23/1820 in Shamokin township, and 6/5/1833 in Augusta
township.

%% peter Hoffman was a neighbor of Peter Shrontz in Shamokin township.

7 |1n 1798, Micahel Olp (c1775-c1824) was a tenant farmer in Shamokin township. In 1802 he
purchased land in Shamokin township. Berkheimer notes that an 1833 deed describes (Book Y,
page 520) Methodist Episcopal church property as adjoining “land of the late Michael Olp,
deceased.” This surname us also rendered “Ulp.”

8 The schoolhouse was erected on lot 136, at the northeast corner of present Arch and Center
Street, purchased for such purpose in 1796 (Book I, page 173). The Methodist church was later
erected on adjacent lot 135 on Arch (then Dewberry) Street.

*The Presbyterian church was two blocks from the schoolhouse. It was a union log building
erected by the Presbyterian and Reformed congregations in 1794 at the corner of Second and
Chestnut Streets (then, Blackberry and River Streets). The Presbyterians sold their interests to
Reformed congregation in 1841 and the latter later erected a modern church building at the site.
%0 Presbyterian Rev. Hugh Morrison (1728-1804), originally licensed in Ireland, was installed as
pastor of Buffalo, Sunbury and Northumberland in 1788.
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Monday 8 — | rode from Northumberland to Philipi8® Brother Lackey had
preached, and he was meeting the class when he. t

Tuesday 9 —I had but three out at Caleb Farlegsides the family, to whom |
read part of the fifth chapter of Matthew, gave@avof exhortation, sung,
prayed, and concluded the meeting.

Wednesday 10 — | dined at John Farley’s and rodad¢ob Snyder's: | did not
preach, as but two or three were out beside théyfam

Thursday 11 — | preached at Abraham Swisher’sléoge congregation from
Mark 16:15-16 and administered the Lord’s Supper.

Friday 12 — | preached at Thomas Hamilton’s frontsA2:19 and heard that some
of the society from Black Hole disturbed some & society at Muncy.

Saturday 13 — | rode to Amariah Sutton’s at Lycagmin

Sunday 14 — | preached at Sutton’s from Amos 54, ia the afternoon at
Larry’s Creek at Henry Thomas’ from Mark 16:15-16.

Monday 15 — | rode to widow Beard’s near the Bignsl, but it being the day of
the battalion being received, none were out inddne And at night so few were
out that I did not preach.

Tuesday 16 — | preached at Peter Jones’ from AE®0131 and lodged at
Christopher Helford'’s.

Wednesday 17 — | preached at Christopher Helfdrdie Job 22:21 and at night
at Philip Antes’ from | Peter 4:18. Here a womaied aloud. | suppose some
people here thought of this very strange.

Thursday 18 — | preached at William Young's fromd@sians 2:6. | expect the
training kept some away. At night we held a prayeeting.

Friday 19 — | preached to a few people at RobemhiPgton’s from John 5:6 on
“Wilt thou be made whole.”

Saturday 20 — | rode from Robert Pennington’s toelaHedden’s.

Sunday 21 — | preached at William Hedden’s fromthaw 12:44-45 and in the
afternoon at Benjamin Thompson'’s from Psalm 88:[l8ave had some

*! Jacob Snyder lived where the village of Elimsport now stands.
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satisfaction in preaching today. | lodged with Misl Lincolri? and was treated
with great kindness.

Monday 22 — | preached at Philip Stahl's (whereleoLeach met me) from
Colossians 2:6.

Tuesday 23 — | rode to Nicholas Egbert’s and tdisvil Search’s. Three or four
were out at Search’s. | gave them an exhortatfiien singing and prayer.

Wednesday 24 — | preached at Nicholas Egbert’s fPgaim 19:11.

Thursday 25 — | preached at night at Webster Wyfroim Mark 15:15-16, but
met with not much satisfaction.

Friday 26 — A remarkably warm day. | preached sonall sleepy congregation at
John Egbert’s from Romans 6:1 and lodged at SaEmehett’s.

Saturday 27 — | rode to Joseph Ogden’s. We hadalwald rain today.

Sunday 28 — | preached at Joseph Ogden’s fromtdéir Bel8 to a sleepy
congregation. In the afternoon | met the clast wdtisfaction at Christian
Bowman'’s, and at night | preached at Bowman’s fRgalm 88:10. Many were
brought to cry, and some professed to find the Ldtavas a joyful time.

Monday 29 — Very cold. | rode from Bowman’s to Asr@ark’s in Salem.

Tuesday 30 — | rode to Benjamin Reeder’s in Newpestpecting to hold
meeting at night, but a few met before night andtvesvay before | came.

Wednesday 31 — | called at Elijah Inman’s expectongreach, but none came
out. | rode to Wilkes-Barre, and to Jesse Gardnerhere | preached at night
from Psalm 84:11. Here a man placed himself rogifibre me and began to nod.
This is always very interrupting to me. But thadder was very full of talk about
religion when the service was over. Snow at night.

32 Mishael (pronounced “My-shall”) Lincoln (1761-1849) was one of the more prominent citizens
of East Buffalo township, now Union County. His father Thomas Lincoln had been killed by
Indians, and his grandfather Mordecai Lincoln was the great-grandfather of Abraham Lincoln. In
1798 he had just moved into his new stone house one mile east of Mifflinburg. Although a 1791
pew holder (#18) in the Buffalo Valley Presbyterian Church, he became a devout Methodist.
Likely the prime mover in the organization of the Mifflinburg class, he was one of the original
trustees of the log church erected by the Methodists in Mifflinburg in 1803. Mishael Lincoln was
married to Rachel Thompson, daughter of the previously mentioned John Thompson and a sister
to Benjamin Thompson. Their son John Lincoln (1782-1862) gave the land for Lincoln Chapel
UMC, one mile west of Laurelton.

% Colbert is now on Wyoming circuit.
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Thursday, November 1, 1798 — | rode thro’ the snow to Daniel Taylor’s and
preached to a few of the society from Matthew 18L85 Here a drunken man
took the attention of some of the people.

Friday 2 — | rode to James Sutton’s.
Saturday 3 — | rode to Colonel Dennison’s.

Sunday 4 — | preached at a schoolhouse near Cdlamalison’s (tho’ not with
much satisfaction) from Matthew 24:42, and in tfieraoon at Darius Williams’
(with satisfaction) from Isaiah 3:10-11, and athtigt William George’s in
Wilkes-Barre from Colossians 2:6 with freedom. &ibfrs. Hollenback was kind
enough to invite me to lodge at her house, asreemd George is a poor man.
She appears to be a Christian woman and treatetitmenuch civility.

Monday 5 — | came to Samuel Holley’s. Here | fouathin Lackey confined to
his bed.

Tuesday 6 — | crossed the mountain back of Shaaneéavent into Bedford
expecting to preach, but as but two women came&o honly sung a hymn,
prayed with them, and returned to Shawnee.

Wednesday 7 — | preached at Jeremiah Coleman’sif@oninthians 6:19-20.
We have cause to be thankful — we had a good ngeetin

Thursday 8 — | rode to Andrew Blanchard’s in thevrsettlement of
Huntington®*

Friday 9 — | rode thro’ Huntington (and found itlie a better settlement than |
expected) to Isaac Holloway’s.

Saturday 10 — | rode to Amos Park’s in Salem.

Sunday 11 — | preached at Park’s from Matthew 5i1@8as a good time, and in
the afternoon I rode to Christian Bowman’s and de€ahn Leach preach a
powerful sermon from Matthew 5:3. | gave an exatoh after him.

Monday 12 — | rode with brother Leach to Williamdeos'.

Tuesday 13 — | rode to our friend Shrontz’'s. Hexach preached at night from Il
Corinthians 6:1. | gave an exhortation after hime-had a good meeting.

Wednesday 14 — We returned to Roaring Creek. dgbred at Rogers’ from Acts
3:19. A friend by the name of Ryerson gave an galtion, and we had a good
time.

3% Colbert is now back in Northumberland circuit territory.
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Thursday 15 — We came up to Ogden’s. Here Leasfiched from Habakkuk
3:2. | exhorted after him.

Friday 16 — | preached at Christian Bowman’s fronké.12:32. It was a time of
happiness to be remembered. Sally Stackhtiu@hristian Bowman’s wife’s
sister, who had long been in distress under caowvicgot converted.

Saturday 17 — An unfavorable day for our quartergeting, which we held at
Salem at Amos Park’s. Thomas Ware preached froomewes 11:13. Bidlack
preached from Isaiah 42:11 — “Let the inhabitaht$he rock sing.” Brandon,
Waller, Williams and Leach spoke after him. Bramdowvas a very well
connected discourse — but in my opinion, very usseable and subject to
criticism.

Sunday 18 — | have had but little satisfactiorhi@ Love Feast this morning.
Brother Ware preached from Proverbs 12:15. BroBimdliack spoke after him,
and | concluded the meeting. At night, brother ¥Mareached at Christian
Bowman’s from Psalm 146:8 — “The Lord loveth thghteous.” Brother Leach
and myself spoke after him. This has been a betésting to me than the
guarterly meeting.

Monday 19 — | have had an unpleasant ride with meypdéls Ware and Leach thro’
the rain to Northumberland.

Tuesday 20 — We rode to Benjamin Thompson'’s.

Wednesday 21 — | heard brother Ware preach at Bemjahompson’s from
Matthew 10:34-38 and administered the sacramerdre\then left us and
proceeded down to Northumberland, and Leach aathedo James Hedden's.

Thursday 22 — We rode to Robert Pennington’s.

Friday 23 — | preached at Robert Pennington’s floReter 1:10 — “If ye do these
things ye shall never fall.”

Saturday 24 — We began our quarterly meeting aiaiilYoung’s in Nittany.
Jacob Calverf preached the first sermon from Romans 16:20. leach and |
spoke after him. At night we held a prayer meetihgur friend Graham’s.

%> Christian Bowman married Rebecca Stackhouse (1762-1857). Her younger sister Sarah [Sally]
Stackhouse (1764-1788) never married.

% Jacob Calvert was admitted on trial in 1795, was ordained a deacon in 1799, and located in
1800. His surname name appears more often in Methodist records as Colbert than as Calvert,
but it may be assumed that William Colbert would not have misstated in his journal

a surname identical to his own.
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Sunday 25 — We held a Love Feast and administbeedacrament. | preached
form | Corinthians 6:19-20. Jacob Calvert preacinech Luke 18:26 — “Who
then can be saved?” John Leach concluded the mgediirom the appearance of
things | expect that general satisfaction was gitteor we had no presiding elder,
and if any good has been done may the Lord haubealjlory.

Monday 26 — | rode to Philip Antes’.

Tuesday 27 — | spent the day very agreeably immroy myself at Antes’ — the
first time | have had a room to myself since | hbeen in the circuit.

Wednesday 28 — | rode to Christopher Helford’s,fbut met. | gave a short
exhortation, met the class, and returned to Arged’ preached at night from
Hebrews 2:3. Here they made the room so intolgratl that the congregation
got so restless that | had but very little satiséecwhile preaching to them.

Thursday 29 — | preached at William Young's fromkeul9:10 and rode to
Robert Pennington’s.

Friday 30 — | preached at Robert Pennington’s fkebrews 13:1.

Saturday, December 1, 1798 — | rode to William Hedden’s. Here | am informed
that there had been a great fall of snow downénctbuntry near Philadelphia.

Sunday 2 — | preached at William Hedden’s from elw 2:3 and rode to
Benjamin Thompson'’s.

Monday 3 — | preached at Philip Stahl's from Male®i5-18. John Leach met
the class.

Tuesday 4 — Very cold and windy. On my way to W&itt Search’s | called at
Thomas Rees’ and widow Rees’.

Wednesday 5 — Very clear and very cold. | exhoatetiunis Egbert’s’

Thursday 6 — | preached at night at Webster Wyfroim Hebrews 2:3. It may
be the snowing in the day prevented some from cgmin

Friday 7 — | rode to John Egbert’s where so fewenart that | did not preach.
Saturday 8 — | rode to the widow Salmon’s.

Sunday 9 — A snowy, uncomfortable day. | preadtetbseph Ogden’s from
Psalm 8:4, and in the evening at Christian Bowm#énois | Corinthians 6:19-20.
| have cause to be thankful for the good meetidgyo

* Tunis Egbert (b. 1767) is a younger brother of the previously mentioned Egbert brothers: John,
James and Nicholas.
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Saturday 10 — | rode to Amos Park’s in Salem.

Tuesday 11 — | forded the Susquehanna below Leg’g &nd broke a track thro’
the woods about 5 miles (a very fatiguing time d}i@ Benjamin Reeder’s in
Newport. It is a wretched place. | could scargaya feed of grain for my poor
tired horse.

Wednesday 12 — On my way to Jesse Gardner’s locatl®Vilkes-Barre — where
I unexpectedly saw John Lackey, who had been sick.

Thursday 13 —I rode from Jesse Gardner’s to Daraglor’s in Providence and
preached from | Corinthians 13:13.

[Colbert’s journal for the next several months issing. The journal is actually
composed of several books, each covering abouyéars. The December 13,
1798, entry completed a book. The next survivoukipicks up several months
(but not the usual two years or so) later with Gotlon his 1799 appointment,
Chester & Strasburg circuit. The most likely exgafon is that Colbert started a
new book on December 14, 1798, and then lost @raemonths later.]

Anning Owen’s Cottage
from Peck’s 186@&arly Methodism
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Chapter 8
1802-03
Albany District (Tioga Circuit portions)

[The Albany District of the Philadelphia Conferermmnsisted of ten circuits. As
superintendent, Colbert was responsible for genevalrsight of the itinerants
assigned to these circuits and to hold quarterletimgs on each of the circuits.
Tioga was one of those ten circuits. Wyoming aodidmberland circuits were
in the Philadelphia District of the Philadelphia Gference. Tioga circuit
included area in both Pennsylvania and New Y ortis €hapter gives the
portions of Colbert’s journal that relate to hisofa travels in and immediately
adjacent to Pennsylvania.]

Thursday, July 29, 1802 — | rode from Horseheads to Mr. Curryan Queen
Esther’s Flats — they have withdrawn from socigbn my journey, | called on
Daniel McDowell's on Chenango circuit. Daniel was at home. His wife,
whom | had not seen for five years, was at hometaaaded me kindly. This
woman | believe still has the fear of God beforedyees, and | believe she would
make a bright member of our Church if her husbaatewot such a miserable
drunkard. And he when sober is a very agreeable-rand has been under
awakening and been a member of our society.

Friday 30 — | had a disagreeable ride thro’ the feam Queen Esther’s Flats to
Elisha Cole’s. After dinner | walked to my olddnd’s from Sussex in Delaware,
David Downing’'s. And alas! What did my eyes behoPoor sister Downing, a
woman very tenderly brought up, was lying on a puean bed in a poor cabin
on the banks of the Susquehanna. About 5 yearthaganoved into this country
thinking to better themselves, but alas what arleagant reverse. In the evening
| returned to Elisha Cole’s. | do not know thabda has improved any from the
time | came on in 1792 — except in the roads.

Saturday 31 — With brothers Osbbend BootH, we began our quarterly meeting
at friend Tabor’$barn in town, | preached from Colossians 2:6, lamadhers

! James F. Curry (1775-1857) later moved to Tompkins County NY and is buried in the Quaker
Settlement (Jacksonville) Cemetery a few miles northwest of Ithaca. He named a son Thornton
Fleming Curry (1795-1887) after Thornton Fleming, who served Tioga circuit in 1793.

2 Joseph Osborn (1767-1835) was the senior of two itinerants assigned to Tioga and Unadilla
circuit. He was admitted on trial to the Philadelphia Conference in 1800 and because of frail
health rotated between the itinerancy, serving as a supply, and being on leave. An obituary is
given in the 1835 General Minutes.

* Sharon Booth was the junior of two itinerants assigned to Tioga and Unadilla circuit. He was
admitted on trial in 1802, and this was his first appointment. The following year he was assigned
Seneca circuit, but after that he is no longer listed. He could be the Sharon Booth (1771-1845) of
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Williams, Booth and Osborn exhorted. Nothing rekaate occurred. Brother
Osborn returned with me to brother Cole’s. Inéliening we visited brother
Downing, where we had a little prayer meeting — #redLord was present.

Sunday, August 1, 1802 — This morning the Lord favored us with gracious
showers both of rain and of his spirit. Severalenwought on their knees to cry
for mercy in the Love Feast. | thought it a phwat we could not continue praying
with them on account of attending to the appointnempreach at 11 o’clock.
However, so concerned were the distressed thatthéd ove Feast broke up they
retired to the woods and spent some time on timge& on the damp ground in
prayer to God — tho’ | do not know whether they &vkrought into liberty or not.

| preached from Luke 16:9. Brothers Cole, Boottl @sborn exhorted. | then
baptized Benjamin Aikins his wife, and several children of other peopleode

to Captain Clark’s (where | used to preach 9 oyd#&rs ago when | traveled
Tioga circuit) thro’ an awful thunder shower whicéime on us in the mountains —
the lightenings apparently setting the woods oméaglistening on the falling
rain. With the thunder roaring thro’ the mountaitiss afforded a scene of terror
and delight. | am informed that it is a time aflgiess and mortality here in old
Sheshequin.

Monday 2 — | rode to friend MiniePon Queen Esther’s Flats, stopped, took a
little refreshment, prayed with them, and camewBénjamin Aikins’. There we
got dinner, prayed with them, and rode on to AndAdgen’s at Owego. We
prayed there and rode on in company with Jesse haarpa local preacher, to
brother Wilcox’s, another local preacher, whereledged.

[Colbert continues through the New York portioiTaiga circuit and on to other
circuits, returning to Pennsylvania in December.]

Thursday, December 30, 1802 — | rose early and rode from Andrew Alden’s to
Benjamin Aikins’ before breakfast — and from Aikitg Daniel Minier’'s, where |
met brother Booth and preached at night from IeP#18.

Friday 31 — | rode with brother Booth from Danieiniér’s to our friend

Ontario County NY, who was already married in 1802 and had a family — in which case two years
of traveling may have convinced him of the incompatibility of marriage and itinerancy.

* The Tabor barn was supposedly in Towanda, Bradford County PA.

> Benjamin Aikins lived in Barton, Tioga County NY, where he was instrumental in organizing a
Methodist class about 1805 and became its first local preacher.

® Daniel Minier (1749-1822) was the son of the original German immigrant and the family
surname appears in different forms (in Colbert’s journal and in other documents) before settling
on Minier. Other forms of the name include Minear, Mineer, Miner, and Miniger.
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Campbell’€ on Sugar Creek. This Sugar Creek is a gloomyitmpjlace. Here
| wrote to Ephraim Chambérsn Wyoming circuit.

Saturday, January 1, 1803 — May | begin this year to the glory of God. Our
guarterly meeting commenced today on Sugar Creekalcircuit. | preached
from Matthew 7:21, and old brother Tabor rose uipifie me and gave a lively
exhortation. After him, a man rose up who had breetaimed from a state of
apostasy and gave an account of himself. After, biother Osborn gave an
exhortation and concluded. We lodged at Stephdlaris. Upon the whole, we
have had a profitable waiting on the Lord todayerygto his holy name.

Sunday 2 — We had a blessed time this morningarLdve Feast. The Lord
attended his word with power while | was preacHnogn Hebrews 12:14.
Brother Williams gave a long exhortation. Aftenmhibrother Cole spoke on the
subject of administering the sacrament — and aadimeinistration of the
sacrament the Lord favored us with a manifestatidms presence to the joy of
the hearts of his people. We lodged at Stephelarigi.

Monday 3 — | had a tiresome cold ride from Sugae®rto our friend Daniel
Minier's, where we dined. We rode on to Tioga Pd&enry, where it was with
difficulty we got over on account of the ice. lasvnear dark when we got out of
Village, and then I had to ride 8 miles and preaicBenjamin Aikins’. When |
got there the congregation was small — but coldfatigued as | was, | said
something to them from Luke 13:5. These peopl&kimad almost to an extreme,
and | believe they have religion — but my feelihgse been very much hurt since
| came to this place at seeing the fondness obesfomother. Flying to her
husband when he was prudently correcting his chid,snatched the rod out of
his hand, throwing it into the fire, crying and saythat a child 16 months old
knew not what he was being corrected for. | veeglly told her my opinion.

Tuesday 4 — | rode from Benjamin Aikins’ to Andrélden’s at Pipe Creek and
preached from Matthew 18:3 to an attentive congrega This has been a day of
trial to me. Rustic parents and untutored childrenhouse full of such — more
disagreeable to me than a wilderness at midnightrevng with screaming owls
and howling wolves. Was it not for the love | leekt God has given me for souls,
| should prefer the life of a hermit to the verynyalisagreeable things | meet
with in other people’s houses.

7 Lieutenant James Campbell Sr (1739-1812), a native of Massachusetts and a veteran of the
Revolutionary War, settled with his family in the wilderness along Sugar Creek in 1791. He had 5
sons and 6 daughters. James and his wife and several descendants are buried in the Campbell
family cemetery west of Luthers Mills, Bradford County PA, in a field about 150 feet off Route 6.
8 Ephraim Chambers and William Brandon were the itinerants assigned to Wyoming circuit in
1802. He was admitted on trial in 1792 and had previously been appointed to Wyoming circuit
with Anning Owen in 1800. Chambers traveled for 14 years and located in 1806. His daughter
married Rev. Leonard Castle of the Baltimore Conference.
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Chapter 9
1803-04
Genesee District (Tioga Circuit portions)

[The Genesee District of the Philadelphia Confeeenonsisted of eleven circuits.
As superintendent, Colbert was responsible for gdraversight of the itinerants
assigned to these circuits and to hold quarterletimgs on each of the circuits.
Tioga was one of those eleven circuits. WyomirthgNorthumberland circuits
were in the Susquehanna District of the Philadelgbonference. This chapter
begins with the fourth and final quarterly confeceron Tioga circuit and follows
Colbert through Wyoming and Northumberland cirdaititory on his way, via

his home near Baltimore MD, to annual conferencBhiladelphia to receive his
new assignment]

Friday, February 24, 1804 — This day | rode form Jacob Kress’ to Tioga Peint
with a trembling heart, expecting to find in thespoffice a letter informing me of
my father’s death. But to my great satisfactiofgund one informing me of his
recovery from affliction. | little expected thishich relieved my mind from a
burden under which | have labored since the ladtafember last. From Tioga
Point | rode to Daniel Minier’s, dined and rodeltsseph Ballard’s at Sugar
Creek.

Saturday 25 — | am now at Joseph Ballard’s at SGgeek, at my last quarterly
meeting in the Genesee District on Tioga circélisha Cole preached from
Psalm 126:1-3. John B. Hud<axhorted. | exhorted after him, and brother
Herrorf concluded the meeting.

The conduct of Samuel Butldas hurt my mind. On a visit to St. Martins in
Maryland | became acquainted with him (he was att tilme stationed on that
circuit) and formed a peculiar attachment unto hide was not twenty-four years

! John B. Hudson (1770-1859) was a local elder active in church planting. He is the subject of the
1838 176-page book Narrative of the Christian experience, travels and labors of John B. Hudson —
described as being “with notices of the introduction of Methodism into various sections of the
state of New York” and “written by himself, with the assistance of a friend.”

? James Herron was one of the three itinerants appointed to Tioga circuit in 1803. Received on
trial in 1799, he was presiding elder of the Susquehanna District in 1808 and located in 1814 —
most likely to marry.

* Samuel Budd (1784-1853) was born in New Jersey, admitted on trial in the Philadelphia
Conference in 1802 and assigned to Broadkiln in the Delaware and Eastern Shore District. In
1803, as stated by Colbert, he was assigned to Tioga in the Genesee District. Despite what
happened as recorded by Colbert, Budd was appointed to Elizabethtown in the Jersey District in
1804, received into full membership in 1805, and continued to serve in the ministry. He appears
to have located in 1814. He and his wife (whom other sources identify as Elizabeth Simpson) are
buried in the Methodist cemetery in Pemberton NJ. Samuel Budd is a first cousin to Thomas
Budd (1783-1810) of the Baltimore Conference.
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of age, apparently very zealous, and had beenlusefthat | desired the Bishop
to let me have him in my District after he had apped him to Ohio — which he
readily complied with. And to Tioga circuit he wagpointed and labored, |
thought, faithfully and successfully with James tdarand John P. WeaVeunto
whom he appeared to be united in heart for theetumarterly meetings | visited
them. Our third quarterly meeting we held at Rdplfs, and a blessed season it
was. On the Monday following | parted with themafter which Budd began his
courtship with Liza Rose at Nanticoke young woman who joined the society
after he came into the circuit. He cut his bussr&®ort (but, as one brother says, |
fear not in righteousness) and promised to be sthaiter a few days
conversation on the subject. He got married anat wk to the Jersey with his
wife and left his business unsettled, so that lseldst my confidence. | look
upon such men to be a disgrace to the ministry] ahduld not wonder if the
curse of God was to follow such men as would leheevork of God for the sake
of a woman.

Sunday 26 — This morning we were blessed with a tfirefreshment from the
presence of the Lord at our Love Feast. John Blsbn gave an exhortation and
| preached after him from Colossians 2:6. Johw/Paver spoke after me, and
James Herron gave us an excellent exhortation amcluded the meeting. At
night, at the request of my good old mother Baldflipreached a farewell
sermon at the house of friend Lawrence (who maaigdanddaughter of the old
woman) from Il Corinthians 13:11. John P. Weavet dames Herron exhorted
and concluded the meeting.

Monday 27 — | rode from friend Lawrence’s to olgtfrd Campbell’s in company
with James Herron, John P. Weaver and John B. Hudéée dined and prayed
with them, and so parted. Every one went his \&ag, | to Elisha Cole’s. | have
now parted with all my brethren in the Districtdeaim on my way to Baltimore,
in Maryland’

* John P. Weaver was one of three itinerants appointed to Tioga circuit. He was admitted on trial
in 1803, and this was his first appointment. He served until locating in 1815.

> This is Nanticoke NY, in Broome County and on Tioga circuit — not Nanticoke PA, in Luzerne
County and on Wyoming circuit.

® This is the mother of the previously mentioned Gideon Baldwin. Heverly’s 1913 Pioneer and
Patriot Families of Bradford County, Volume |, page 150, includes the following anecdote. "The
mother of Gideon Baldwin was a pious old lady, a Methodist, and her house the home of the
minister. She had the habit of falling asleep as soon as the meeting began. When she roused up
at the close of the exercise, the question would generally be asked her by some wag, 'Well,
Mother Baldwin, how did you like the sermon?' Her invariable answer would be, 'l never heard
such an awakening sermon in my life'."

’ Even though Colbert says he has ended his assigned duties, he will continue to preach his way
to Philadelphia through Tioga, Wyoming, Northumberland and other circuits he enters along the
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Tuesday 28 — | have once more preached at myieladfiSamuel Cole’s from
Psalm 84:11. | had more hearers than | expecteisame of them appeared to
be affected under the word.

Wednesday 29 — | indulged my old friend with so moEmy company — as it
has been so long since | have seen them thataleadtme tired. | spent the day
at Elisha Cole’s and David Downing’s.

Thursday, March 1, 1804 — | took leave of my friends Elisha Cole and David
Downing and their families. And a disagreeable fithave had in the snow to
John Hollenback®tavern in Wyalusing, where | was well entertained treated
with more politeness than at any tavern betweemtbiegawk and Genesee rivers.
| rode on to Mason Alden’s at Meshoppen, whered wadly received by my old
acquaintance. | must here not forget to menti@m told, that John Hollenback
is a Virginian — therefore | do not think it strantipat | was treated with so much
politeness by him.

Friday 2 — | have had a very disagreeable ride #md over mountains and the
Susquehanna river to Asahel Athertoh’©n the way, | went a little astray to the
cabin of a poor black man, by the name of Prina&iR€®, who directed me the
way to Exeter and invited me in to warm, myseltaWw his hut looked decent,
and being hungry | thought | would get my dinnegréhif | could, so | asked them
if they had any bread. His wife told me, “No.’asgked if she could bake me
some. She told me she could, and so to work siné¢ avel | got a tolerably good

way. Apparently this was not considered an infringement into territory under other appointed
itinerants.

8 George Hollenbach came from Germany to the Philadelphia area in 1717, after which children
spread to (among other places) Wilkes-Barre PA, Lebanon PA, and the colony of Virginia. John
Hollenback (1775-1867) was born in Martinsburg, [West] Virginia. In 1793 the family moved to
Wilkes-Barre and John became quite an entrepreneur. In 1796 he worked for his uncle, Matthias
Hollenback in trade along the Susquehanna river. The next year he came up the riverin a
Durham boat and established a shad fishery at Wyalusing, the first in that part of the country. He
soon afterward returned down the river with his boat heavily laden with salted shad. In 1801 he
opened a store at Wyalusing, which was considered a marvel at the time, as he brought 2,400
pounds of goods from Philadelphia in wagons to Middletown, where they were, loaded on boats
and pushed up the river.

? Asahel Atherton lived in Tunkhannock. One of the forty original 1769 settlers in Forty Fort, he
moved to Putnam township Luzerne County [now Tunkhannock, Wyoming County] in 1788 and
lived there until sometime after the 1810 census.

% prince Perkins, a free black from Connecticut, bought land along the Susquehanna River in
1793. In 1814 he paid $175 for 70 acres beside Marten Creek in Waterford [later called
Brooklyn, Susquehanna County] where he shared his home with his daughter and son-in-law,
Revolutionary War veteran Bristol Budd [a.k.a. Bristol Sampson]. They were among the first ten
families to settle in what is now Susquehanna County and the property remains in the family to
this day as a significant historical site as a stop on the underground railroad and location of the
county’s only African-American cemetery.
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dinner — for which the good woman at first refusaking anything. But I insisted
that | would not have it for nothing, and | gave hequarter of a dollar for what |
and my horse had. | talked to them about religiod found the woman a Baptist
—and | hope a well-meaning good woman. | prayighd them, bid them farewell,
and rode to Atherton’s — where | fell in with Doctlackson, a Huntingtoni&n
Universalist very fond of caviling and very desmjtn his reasoning.

Saturday 3 — | have had a very disagreeable joumaljowing through the snow
to James Sutton’s in Exeter, where | felt myseti\arowsy and unfit for any
business.

Sunday 4 — | rode to Gilbert Carpenter’s and getehn time for their class
meeting. | preached at night at Esq. Benjamin &atgy’s from Matthew 12:43-
45. Esg. Carpenter, | am in hope, is about doiadifst works over again. He is
a man of excellent sense — what a pity it is haighbave been burned out for the
many years.

Monday 5 — | rode to Colonel Dennison’s and preddcitenight in the
schoolhouse in the neighborhood from Hebrews Rl8dged at Colonel
Dennison’s, where | fell into a dispute with Mr.téason, the son-in-law of the
Colonel, and found him one of the most consisteaivi@ists | ever conversed
with. He professed to believe that God had decvastsoever comes to pass
and purposes to damn him — that’s a belief repteggthe author of all good to
be worse than the devil can be. May the Lord giwery man in the belief of such
a doctrine to see his error.

Tuesday 6 — | rode from Dennison’s to Darius Wiiligl and preached at night
from Psalm 46:4 — “There is a river the streamwioch shall make glad the city
of God.” | found not much life in this society.

Wednesday 7 — | dined and prayed at Esq. Pienaals, to William George’s in
Wilkes-Barre, and preached at night from Mark 4288to a pretty littlely well-
behaved congregation. | do rejoice to find my gbahds William George and
his wife have weathered out the storms of thishied world for five years since
| have seen them.

Thursday 8 — | preached at night at Shawnee, in$loboolhouse, from Luke
16:9 and lodged at Mr. Hodge’s. He appears to lkiadthearted man, but he
ruins himself with liquor. His wife sister Hodge a very active, sensible and, |
believe, good woman.

" william Huntington (1745-1813) was an English preacher who claimed to have visions from
Christ and espoused doctrines related to Calvinism and antinomianism. His followers formed
several congregations and Huntingtonians still exist to this day.
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Friday 9 — | rode to Andrew Blanchard’s. Here tloed has revived his work. |
dined and prayed with them, and rode on to Amok’®ar Salem. Here | found
out good old sister Park on her way to glory. Nasy kind family joyfully
received me.

Saturday 10 — On my way from Salem to Christian B@an's, | visited Isaac
Holloway. To appearance, the hour of his dissofuts drawing nigh. He has
been a man of great Christian experience — bu¢at dpackslider. Hearing of his
affliction, | thought on the score of our formeigaaintances. | would pay him
another visit before he was called off the stagiéf®if the Lord spared us — not
thinking | should pray with him now, from an awfelr of his day of grace being
gone because of his infamous conduct. But whemlecto converse with him,
my heart melted so that | could not help feelingpe springing up within me —
that as God was very merciful, he would yet sagesbul. | was surprised in
hearing him say he was resigned to death, and segatercy would be shown,
or words to that purpose. He proposed praying wimeaved to come away — so
| went to prayer. And while at prayer, tho’ | haot a flow of words, my hope of
his salvation revived. He requested an interestyrprayers, and so | parted with
him and came up to Christian Bowman'’s.

Sunday 11 — | spent the day ay Christian Bowmagasling my Bible and in
Brown’s™? excellentSermons At night | preached at Thomas Bowman’s from
Luke 16:9.

Monday 12 — | spent the day at Thomas Bowman'singalaley’s> Natural
Theologyand the Bible.

Tuesday 13 — This was an unpleasant day of snowaamdso | spent another day
at Thomas Bowman'’s reading my Bible and Pal®asural Theology with
which | am highly delighted.

Wednesday 14 — With Thomas Bowman, | have paictisdloway another visit

— and perhaps the last | shall pay him in this diorAs much as he has
dishonored the cause of God, | cannot but feegarcefor him and hope in the
mercy of God that he will yet be saved. The faihdaw of his son, who had left
him for about 12 or 13 years, visited him near aryeo — with whom he

intended to go to Louisiana. This old man diechimitabout 3 day’s journey of

his home. After this his son-in-law set off to coafter, reached his house, stayed

'2 John Brown (1715-1766) was the vicar of Newcastle. His Sermons on Various Subjects was
published in 1764.

B william Paley (1743-1805) was an English clergyman and Christian apologist, known for his
1802 work Natural Theology, or Evidences of the Existence and Attributes of the Diety.
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with him a month, and he died — so that the Lonsiexpedition as, | expect,
ended. This appears to be a remarkable providénce.

Thursday 15 — | spent today at Christian Bowmae&lmg the Bible and Paley’s
Natural Theologyand transcribing a piece out of Browi$ermon®n the
sufferings of Christ. But, oh! How disagreealblss ito be in other people’s
houses among noisy children.

Friday 16 — | took leave of my friend Christian Boan and his family and found
the riding very hard to John Egbert’'s — where | Wiaslly received and treated
well.

Saturday 17 — | rode to Jacob Depew’s, where ifieNith James Ridgaway,a
young man who was the stationed preacher on Notikdand circuit.

Sunday 18 — | preached at Jacob Depew’s with satm&faction from Luke 16:9.
Brother Ridgaway exhorted after me and met thescl&s my opinion he is too
lengthy in speaking to the members, tho’ what hys &agood. In the afternoon |
rode to Northumberland, where | preached at nigithfMatthew 12:43-45 and
met the class — after which Polly Bonham gave merg pressing invitation to go
home. Tho’ her father was there, with whom | waslte years ago in habit of
intimacy, he never spoke to me. This | observeddity — and told her | could
have gone with much satisfaction had her fathekespdo me, and that | was
afraid | should not be welcome, and that | didwanht to impose on him.
However, she insisted. Brother Ridgaway told me Bémham asked whether |
might not come with him and told him that | kneve thray and if | come | should
be welcome.

So to gratify Polly, | ventured. Mrs. Bonhamd the children spoke to me
very friendly — but all the old man said was “How yk do” when | shook hands.
He went off to bed after sitting near an hour casvey with brother Ridgaway
and his family — however he did not appear to be fo converse, and what a fool
did | sit like. The cause of this is between 1d 48 years ago: he and |
exchanged a few sharp words, just before | lefcihmiit a second time. When |
parted with him | thought | parted in friendship know | did for my part — but
now it is beyond all dispute that he has neverif@mgme. But | pray that God
may forgive him. It hurts me to think that any nslrould have an eternal hatred
to me.

Monday 19 — It was so late before | got from Nonterland this morning that |
did not reach Daniel Miller’$ until after | undesignedly left the river road and

" The exact names, relationships, dates or circumstances involved in this “Louisiana expedition”
are unclear.

 James Ridgaway (1783-1825) was admitted on trial in 1803, and Northumberland circuit was
his first appointment. He was elected to General Conference in 1816 and 1820, and he located in
1824.
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came four miles out of my wdy. But how different was my reception with
Daniel Miller to what it was with William Bonhamhere | knew | was welcome.
| was received in the open arms of Christian aifbect

Tuesday 20 — | rode from Daniel Miller’s near Wigmo to Thomas Burrell’s in
Halifax, where | preached at night from Mark 4:28-2

Wednesday 21 — | rode from Halifax to a Mr. Zulleng in Harrisburg, where |
expected to have preached — but as he was unnelyesaked from home and

not expected to return until in the night, it wasught best not to appoint a
meeting. However, Mr. Zullinger told me | was waite to stay, and he behaved
very well. But as | was acquainted in Middletolfri rode on to Frederick
Rodfong’s® and attended a prayer meeting at Doctor Roefer'shere

petitions were made in Dutch [German] and English.

Thursday 22 — | spent the day in Middletown andaphed at night at Doctor
Roemer’s from Matthew 25:27 and lodged at Freddrolfong's.

Friday 23 — | set out from Middletown, crossed $wesquehanna a little below the
famous Connewago Falls, rode to York, dined witlolahfriend there by the
name of Dobbins — and prayed with them, his wifiedeery ill. | rode on to
Edward Manifold’s, arriving between 9 and 10 o’dodHere | was kindly
received and well treated.

'® Daniel Miller is the founder of Millersburg. He purchased the land at the mouth of Wiconisco
Creek in 1790 and erected a log cabin there in 1794. It was not until 1805 that he erected a more
suitable dwelling and brought his wife and children from Lancaster County. That building still
stands on the northeast corner of Pine and Walnut. He laid out the town and began selling lots
in 1807. About this time Daniel Miller also hosted the United Brethren circuit rider Christian
Newcomer for lodging and/or preaching on at least three occasions —in 1800, 1801 and 1808.

Y This probably happened where PA 147, the modern river road, leaves the river and follows
Fidler’s Run inland toward Mandata.

¥ Middletown was so named for being half-way between Lancaster and Carlisle. It purports to
be the oldest town in Dauphin County.

 Frederick Rodfong was married to Elizabeth Alleman, but nothing more is known about this
1804 Middletown couple.

“pr, Ignatius Roemer [Ignace Romer] (1749-1820) was a hospitable German physician with ties
to all three branches of United Methodism. More specifically, he was a Swiss-born Roman
Catholic who had settled in Middletown in 1798 and was converted during a Methodist revival
through the witness of a saintly widow, Mrs. Jane Flannigan. He hosted Methodist Bishop Francis
Asbury (8/1/1810) as well as Colbert and other Methodist itinerants and meetings. He hosted
United Brethren Bishop Christian Newcomer (5/02/1809) and other United Brethren itinerants
and meetings. In 1808, at the urging of Henry Boehm, he translated the Methodist Discipline in
to German — a work that became the basis for the Disciple of the Evangelical Association printed
in 1809. He is buried in Lewistown PA.
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Saturday 24 — | spent the day at Edward Manifdltireading the Bible and
Falconer’s beautiful poeffihe Shipwreck

Sunday 25 — | preached at Manifold’s with freedoomf Luke 16:9. Alexander
Ewing?’ gave a very fiery exhortation after me — afterahtthe class was met,
and several were filled with ecstasies. The Lasd thone great things in this
place since | formed a society here.

Monday 26 — | rode with aching heart from Edwardnifizid’s to Baltimore.

When | got to my father’s, what did my eyes behelay father lying on his bed,
and several standing by him! | expected he wasgdyHowever bad as he was, |
did not find him as bad as | had expected. Bhbag been a sleepless night to me.

Tuesday 27 — | found my father something bettetr vty weak.
Wednesday 28 —I spent the greater part of thisnddymy father, reading.

Thursday 29 — | spent the day in Baltimore — aglaovhich | see little but
trouble.

Friday 30 — | spent the day in Baltimore, readihfeel much dejected.
Saturday 31 — | am not well — in body nor mindodged at Samuel Carter’s.

Sunday, April 1, 1804 — | heard Bishop Whatédpteach from Colossians 3:4,
after which the sacrament was administered. Iraftegnoon | preached in the
Old Town meeting house from Matthew 18:3, and ghni heard Samuel Coafe
preach an excellent sermon from Daniel 12:2. Afier | gave a few words of
exhortation to the society that stayed after thegoegation was dismissed and
concluded the meeting.

! Edward Manifold (1734-1821) lived near Gatchelville, York County PA. When on Harford circuit
6/24/1791, Colbert receive three “newly converted” persons into membership: Edward

Manifold, and brothers Alexander and James Ewing. Edward Manifold became the class leader of
what is now Prospect UMC in Gatchelville and his daughter Prudence married Alexander Ewing’s
son Rev. James Ewing.

?2 Alexander Ewing (1751-1831) was a local pastor the father of James Ewing (1786-1861) of the
Baltimore Conference, and his daughters Eleanor and Esther married Baltimore Conference
itinerants James Reiley (1784-1841) and Tobias Reiley (1789-1843).

% Richard Whatcoat (1736-1806) entered the itinerancy in England in 1769 and accompanied
Coke to America in 1784 with orders from Wesley to organize American Methodism. In 1800 he
became the second (after Francis Asbury) elected bishop of American Methodism.

** Samuel Coate (1776-1813) was born in Lumberton NJ, admitted on trial in 1796 and spent
most of his career serving circuits and superintending in Canada, where he met and married Miss
Ann Dulmage, a niece of the celebrated Barbara Heck. To seek funds for the Canadian work, he
traveled to London — where he died and is interred (with John Wesley and other Methodist
pastors) at City Road Chapel.
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Monday 2 — | rode with heavy heart from BaltimaoseEdward Manifold’s.

Tuesday 3 — | spent the day on the neighborhodédarlinquiring after what |
shall not come at.

Wednesday 4 — | set off from Edward Manifold’s taMin Boehm’é> and had a
disagreeable ride thro’ the rain from McCall's fesr where | was informed of an
ark with about a thousand bushels of grain beisg lo

[Colbert is now out of the bounds of the preserstgBehanna Conference and on
his way to the Annual Conference in Philadelphiaere he will be appointed
superintendent of the Chesapeake District. Colbgauirnal contains no more
significant references to or accounts of activiiyhim the bounds of the present
Susquehanna Conference.]

> Martin Boehm (1725-1812) was former Mennonite pastor who joined with Reformed pastor
Philip William Otterbein (1728-1813) to found the United Brethren in Christ denomination.
Martin’s son Henry Boehm (1775-1875) became a Methodist itinerant — and Boehm’s Chapel on
the family farm in Lancaster County, to which Colbert was heading, is a Heritage Landmark of the
United Methodist Church.
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Surname I ndex

Unless otherwise indicated, the first referendbésone giving a footnote with
relevant family information.

Ackman: 1792 — 8/12 (no note)

Aikins: 1802 — 8/1, 8/2, 12/30; 1803 — 1/3, 1/4

Alden, Andrew: 1793 — 2/22, 11/23, 11/24, 11/25)28 8/2, 12/30; 1803 — 1/4
Alden, Mason: 1793 — 11/28; 1804 — 3/1

Alexander: 1792 — 12/21 (no note); 1793 — 2/3, 3420

Alward: 1793 — 10/7; 1798 — 8/29

Anning: 1793 — 11/18

Antes: 1792 — 7/24, 8/22, 9/19, 9/20; 1793 — 1011/&8 — 10/17, 11/26, 11/17,
11/28

Armstrong: 1792 — 8/12, 9/8, 9/9, 11/17

Asbury: 1792 — 10/30; 1793 — 6/30, 7/1, 7/2, 7/3
Atherton: 1804 — 3/2

Atwater: 1793 — 11/22 (no note)

Baird: 1798 — 9/3

Baker: 1793 — 8/16, 8/17, 9/28, 12/2, 12/3

Baldwin: 1792 — 12/6, 12/7, 12/10, 12/11, 12/2228212/25; 1793 — 1/4, 1/19,
2/16, 3/1, 3/2, 3/4, 3/31, 10/31, 11/26, 11/28;71+P/16; 1804 — 2/26

Ballard: 1793 — 3/6, 3/14; 1803 — 1/1, 1/2; 1824, 2/25
Barber: 1792 — 8/29, 9/26

Bayley: 1793 — 10/13 (no note)

Bear: 1792 — 6/18, 6/19

Beard: 1798 — 10/15 (no note)

Bell: 1792 — 10/30

Benedict: 1793 — 11/29 (no note)

Benn: 1792 — 5/28, 5/29, 7/25, 8/26, 9/23; 17931566/16, 10/19
Bennett [Newport PA]: 1793 — 4/24, 8/9, 10/27 (fomk); 1798 — 9/28
Bennett [Shawnee PA]: 1793 — 4/25 (no note)

Bennett [Tioga NY]: 1793 — 1/25
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Bidlack: 1792 — 12/2; 1793 — 4/19, 7/21; 1797 -39/2798 — 11/17, 11/18
Bingham: 1793 — 7/18 (no note)

Birney: 1792 — 12/11, 12/25; 1793 — 1/8, 2/10 (fade), 2/11 (footnote)
Blackman: 1792 — 12/19

Blanchard, Andrew: 1793 — 12/6; 1798 — 8/17, 11804 — 3/9
Blanchard, Laban: 1793 — 9/27

Blancher: 1797 — 5/9

Boehm: 1804 — 4/4

Bonham: 1792 — 7/15 (footnote), 11/26; 1793 — 68800, 10/4, 12/16; 1797 —
4/25, 4/27, 5/1; 1804 — 3/18, 3/19

Boon: 1792 — 8/7, 8/8
Booth: 1802 — 7/31, 8/1, 12/30, 12/31
Bosworth: 1793 — 1/15

Bowman: 1792 — 6/11, 9/30; 1793 — 5/14, 5/15, 58187, 5/28, 5/29, 6/24, 7/8,
7/10, 7/11, 8/5, 8/7, 8/19, 8/20, 9/18, 9/30, 1289, 12/13, 12/14; 1797 — 4/21,
4/22, 516, 5/7; 1798 — 8/23, 8/24, 9/16, 9/17, 9301, 10/28, 10/29, 11/11,
11/16, 11/18, 12/9; 1804 — 3/10, 3/11, 3/12, 3BLB4, 3/15, 3/16

Brandon: 1797 — 5/4, 5/5, 5/7, 5/8, 9/24; 17982180/17, 9/29, 11/17; 1802 —
12/31 (footnote)

Brainerd: 1792 — 11/28

Brown, Nathan: 1792 — 12/12, 12/13, 12/14, 12/28]9, 12/27; 1793 — 1/1, 1/8,
1/10, 1/22, 1/24, 2/7, 2/13, 2/27, 3/13, 4/13, 51/2

Brown, Humphrey: 1797 — 5/11, 5/12

Brown, John: 1804 — 3/11, 3/15

Browning: 1792: 5/27, 5/30, 6/5

Budd: 1804 — 2/25

Bunch: 1797 — 5/2, 5/3

Burger: 1797 — 4/11 (no note)

Burgoon: 1792 — 11/18

Burnett: 1792: 12/2 (footnote); 1793 — 4/22, 5//8, 6
Burrell: 1793 — 6/20, 7/30, 7/31; 1798 — 8/14; 1803/20
Calvert: 1798 — 11/24, 11/25
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Campbell [clergy]: 1792 — 10/17, 10/19, 10/21, 1Q/B793 — 4/29, 5/1, 5/2, 5/27,
6/8, 6/9, 6/16, 7/20, 7/21, 7122, 7/23, 8/20, 8&25, 8/26, 10/4

Campbell [laity]: 1802 — 12/31; 1804 — 2/27
Cappon: 1793 — 5/9 (no note), 5/10

Carpenter, Benjamin; 1797 — 4/11, 4/12, 4/17, 44189, 9/24; 1798 — 9/23; 1804
- 3/4

Carpenter, Gilbert: 1797 — 9/23; 1804 — 3/4
Carr: 1792 — 6/14, 7/12, 8/9, 9/6, 10/4
Carter: 1804 — 3/31 (no note)

Carver: 1793 - 11/5, 11/8

Catlin: 1793 — 4/16 (footnote), 8/11
Chambers: 1802 — 12/31

Childs: 1792 — 10/30

Clark: 1793 — 1/9, 1/16, 1/23, 2/6, 2/10, 4/3; 18021
Clayton: 1792 — 9/4

Clingan: 1792 — 7/28

Coate: 1804 — 4/1

Coke: 1792 — 11/4; 1793 — 7/25

Cole, Elisha: 1792 — 12/25; 1793 — 2/1, 3/22, 4/2, 11/4, 11/5, 11/6; 1797 —
417, 4/8, 419, 5/12, 5/13, 9/16, 9/17, 9/21, 9224; 1802 — 7/30, 7/31, 8/1; 1803
—1/2; 1804 — 2/25, 2/27, 2/29, 3/1

Cole, Ezra (John): 1793 — 11/18, 11/19

Cole, Samuel: 1797 — 9/18, 9/20; 1804 — 2/28

Cole, Solomon: 1797 — 9/19

Coleburn: 1793 — 8/30, 10/11; 1798 — 8/27, 8/28

Coleman: 1793 — 8/18, 9/29; 1797 — 4/13, 5/9, 51798 — 8/20, 8/26, 9/18, 11/7
Collins: 1792 — 5/31, 6/1, 6/2, 6/4, 7/28

Cook: 1793 — 12/5, 12/6, 12/11, 12/12, 12/13, 12/14

Cortright: 1792 — 12/1

Cox: 1792 — 6/13, 7/11, 8/8, 9/5

Crawford: 1792 — 6/20, 7/5, 8/2, 8/28, 9/25; 1793 17; 1797 — 4/26, 4/27
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Cromwell: 1792 — 10/30

Culver: 1793 - 1/15, 2/10

Curry: 1802 — 7/29

D: 1793 — 1/25

Davis: 1797 — 4/22; 1798 — 10/5, 10/6

Dean, Aaron: 1797 — 4/8, 9/24; 1708 — 9/21

Deane [Tioga]: 1793 — 1/14 (footnote), 1/25, 2/I8, 2

Dennison: 1797 — 4/9, 4/10, 4/16, 5/10; 1798 — 91413, 11/4; 1804 — 3/5, 3/6

Depew, Jacob 1792 — 6/14, 7/12, 10/4; 1793 — &®/28), 8/23, 10/3, 10/4, 10/5,
10/6; 1804 — 3/17, 3/18

Depew [Tioga]: 1793 —11/17, 11/18

Disbury: 1792 — 8/12

Dixon: 1792 — 7/26

D.M.D.: 1793 — 1/25 (no note)

Doan: 1793 — 12/7; 1797 — 5/8; 1798 — 8/26

Dobbins: 1804 — 3/23 (no note)

Downing: 1797 — 4/12; 1802 — 7/30, 7/31; 1804 -92&1

Egbert: 1792 — 6/13, 7/11, 9/3 (footnote) 10/3;3%%/22, 6/23, 8/2, 9/14, 10/23,;
1798 —9/12, 9/14, 10/23, 10/24, 10/26, 12/5, 12804 — 3/16

Elliott: 1792 — 11/18, 11/19

Ellis: 1792 — 10/31

Emmett: 1793 — 10/1; 1798 — 10/21
Erwin: 1793 — 1/15

Everett: 1792 — 11/2

Ewing: 1804 — 3/25

F: 1793 — 4/4 (no note)

Falconer: 1797 — 4/14; 1804 — 3/24

Farley: 1792 — 7/17, 8/13, 8/14, 9/11, 10/9; 179327, 9/8, 10/8; 1798 — 10/9,
10/10

Fetterman: 1792 - 6/4, 7/1, 7/2
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Fleming: 1793 — 9/10, 9/11, 9/12, 9/13, 9/17, 9&/&9, 9/20, 9/22, 9/23, 9/24,
11/3, 11/5, 11/7, 11/8, 11/9, 11/10, 11/18, 1112827; 1802 — 7/29 (footnote)

Fletcher: 1792 — 7/10; 1793 — 1/17, 5/25, 5/2616/1
Fields: 1792 — 7/16

Forster: 1792 — 10/13

Foster [Bradford County]: 1792 — 12/19; 1793 — 1/2
Foster [Clinton County]: 1793 — 9/5

Francis [Frank]: 1792 — 9/24; 1793 — 6/17, 6/18
Franklin, Solomon: 1797 — 9/18

Franklin, widow: 1793 — 11/20 (no note)

Fries: 1792 — 9/24 (footnote)

Funston: 1793 — 6/10 (no note)

Gardner [NY]: 1793 — 3/11 (no note)

Gardner [Plains PA]: 1798 — 9/26, 10/31, 12/12132/
Gardner [Ransom PA]: 1792 — 12/3 (footnote)
Garrettson: 1792 — 11/2

George: 1798 — 11/4 (no note); 1804 — 3/6
Goodwin, William: 1793 — 11/21

Goodwin, Abraham: 1793 — 5/11, 5/24, 5/25, 8/1329010/30; 1797 — 4/17
Goodfellow: 1797 — 4/29

Graham: 1793 — 10/20; 1797 — 5/1; 1798 — 11/24
Gray [clergy]: 1792 — 12/2

Gray [laity]: 1793 — 1/28, 3/9

Green: 1793 — 1/30, 2/7, 2/21, 3/7, 3/26, 3/27, 4144, 11/2, 11/3, 11/4, 11/11,
1797 —5/13, 9/15

Gregg” 1793 — 10/19

Gustin: 1793 — 3/27

Gwynn: 1792 — 7/30

Haime: 1792 — 12/4

Hall: 1792 — 8/15, 10/10; 1793 — 8/31, 10/12
Hamilton, Hugh: 1792 — 8/23, 9/21
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Hamilton, John: 1792 — 7/23, 8/20, 8/21, 9/18, T0/1

Hamilton, Thomas: 1798 — 8/29, 10/12

Hammond: 1793 — 1/13, 2/10, 3/10, 4/7

Harris: 1793 — 11/19

Harper: 1792 — 5/28

Hasting: 1792 — 8/14; 1793 — 8/29

Hedden: 1797 — 4/26, 4/27; 1798 — 9/8, 9/9, 101R1, 11/21, 12/1, 12/2
Helford: 1798 — 9/4, 9/5, 10/16, 10/17, 11/28

Henry: 1793 — 11/8 (no note)

Herron: 1804 — 2/25, 2/26, 2/27

Hervey: 1792 — 8/25

Hide: 1793 — 9/21 (no note); 1797 — 4/15

Hill, Henry: 1793 - 6/30, 7/1, 717

Hill, John: 1792 — 6/23, 6/24, 9/15, 9/16, 9/26/11) 10/18, 10/21
Hodge: 1793 — 8/18 (footnote); 1798 — 9/19; 18413~

Hoffman: 1798 — 10/3

Hollenback [Wilkes-barre]: 1798 — 11/4 (no note)

Hollenback [Wyalusing]: 1804 -3/1

Holley: 1793 — 8/18 (footnote); 1798 — 9/19, 9/20/5

Holloway: 1792 — 9/3 (footnote), 12/1; 1793 — BR7, 7/2, 9/18; 1797 — 5/7;
1798 — 11/9; 1804 — 3/10, 3/14

Horton: 1793 — 1/23, 2/14, 3/28

How [Capoose]: 1793 — 5/23 (no note)
Howe, Robert: 1792 — 8/27 (no note)

Howe, Morris: 1792 — 5/25 (footnote), 10/31
Hudson [clergy]: 1804 — 2/25, 2/26, 2/27
Hudson [laity]: 1793 — 9/23 (no note)
Hughes: 1793 - 7/1

Hull: 1792 — 11/2

Hunlock: 1793 — 12/6 (footnote); 1798 — 8/17
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Hunt: 1792 — 12/2, 12/3; 1793 — 4/19, 4/22, 4/28, 5/17, 5/18, 6/3, 6/4;, 1793 —
7/12, 7/13, 7/14, 7/20, 7/22, 8/10, 8/11, 9/2029/2

Huntington: 1804 — 3/2 (footnote)

Inman, Elijah: 1798 — 9/27, 10/31

Inman, Richard: 1793 — 4/16, 4/21, 5/5, 7/6, 729}, 12/4
lvey: 1792 — 11/2

Jackson [clergy]: 1804 — 3/3 (no note)

Jackson [laity]: 1793 — 4/27 (no note)

Jefferson: 1797 — 9/13, 9/16, 9/17, 9/18, 9/213 98224, 9/26
Jennings: 1793 — 11/19 (no note)

Johnson [Shade Mountain]: 1792 — 7/4 (no note)
Johnson [Wilkes-Barre]: 1793 — 8/11; 1797 — 4/1849
Jones [Carlisle]: 1792 — 11/21 (no note)

Jones [Dalytown]: 1792 — 12/4 (no note)

Jones, Peter [Howard]: 1798 — 9/4, 10/16

Jones [Springfield]: 1798 — 8/13

Judd: 1793 - 11/16, 11/17, 11/18

King: 1792 — 8/8 (no note)

Kinnear: 1797 — 4/29

Kinney: 1793 — 11/15 (no note), 11/16

Konkle: 1792 — 12/14 (footnote), 12/16; 1793 — 21/2

Kress: 1792 — 12/14 (footnote), 12/17, 12/31; 149312, 1/13, 1/29, 2/12, 2/25,
2126, 3/11, 3/12, 4/8, 4/9, 11/12; 1797 — 5/144911804 — 2/24

Kunkle: 1792 — 7/19, 8/16, 9/16, 10/11; 1793 — 68/B1, 9/1, 9/8, 10/13; 1798 —
8/31, 9/1

Lackey: 1798 — 8/18, 8/19, 8/21, 8/26, 9/16, 1085, 12/12
Lamb: 1792 — 9/20

Lamphear: 1802 — 8/2 (no note)

Landers: 1797 — 5/15 (no note)

Law: 1793 — 10/22

Lawrence: 1804 — 2/26 (no note), 2/27
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Leach: 1798 — 8/18, 8/19, 8/21, 8/25, 8/26, 9/19]1110/22, 11/11, 11/12, 11/15,
11/17, 11/18, 11/19, 11/21, 11/24, 11/25, 12/3

Lemon: 1793 — 8/6, 9/16

Lewis: 1792 — 7/11 (no note)

Lincoln: 1798 — 10/21

Loop: 1793 — 2/10

Luce: 1793 - 2/6

Males: 1792 — 9/12

Mallory: 1793 — 3/13 (no note), 4/10

Malone: 1793 — 10/18 (no note)

Manifold: 1804 — 3/23, 3/24, 3/25, 3/26, 4/2, 4/4

Mann: 1793 — 4/16, 4/20, 5/7, 5/20, 5/21, 6/6, 707 — 9/19

Manning: 1792 — 7/21, 7/22, 8/18, 10/14; 1793 36242, 9/5, 10/14, 11/18
(footnote), 11/19

Mars [clergy]: 1792 — 12/11, 12/12; 1793 — 6/8
Marrs [lay]: 1793 — 7/29, 10/7

Marsdon: 1792 — 7/26

Martin: 1793 — 1/14, 2/27, 3/13

Massey: 1793 — 10/30 (no note)

Mayhew: 1793 — 2/2, 3/22, 11/1, 11/2

McClure: 1793 — 11/15; 1797 — 9/15, 9/14
McConnell: 1792 — 5/26 (footnote), 11/25; 1793 £1862

McDowell, Daniel: 1792 — 12/14, 12/28; 1793 — 1/1A45, 3/8, 3/9, 3/12, 4/5,
4/10; 1797 — 5/13, 9/15; 1802 — 7/29

McDowell, Robert: 1793 — 11/22

McFadden: 1792 — 8/20, 10/14; 1793 — 9/4, 9/5

McWhorter: 1792 — 7/30, 10/16; 1793 — 6/20, 8/2630/12, 10/7
Mead: 1792 —7/9, 8/6

Melick: 1792 — 9/3; 1793 — 6/9, 6/10, 9/15, 9/16

Miller, Abraham: 1793 — 1/13

Miller, Daniel: 1804 — 3/19, 3/20
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Miller, John: 1793 — 2/11

Mills: 1793 — 9/2, 10/15

Minier: 1802 — 8/2, 12/30, 12/31; 1803 — 1/3; 1802/24
Mitcheltree: 1792 — 9/12 (no note)

Moody: 1797 — 9/26 (no note)

Moore [Juniata Rive]: 1792 — 5/24, 5/26, 6/1, &3, 6/29, 6/30
Moore [Susquehanna (North Branch) River]: 1793207ho note), 8/20
Morgan: 1792 — 11/29, 5/11

Morrell: 1792 — 11/2

Morrison: 1798 — 10/7

Mosher: 1793 — 3/5 (no note)

Mullison: 1792 — 12/5

Murray:1793 — 1/16

Myers [Luzerne County]: 1793 — 10/27

Myers [Snyder County]: 1792 — 7/29

Neas: 1792 — 11/21

Nelson: 1793 — 6/29

Newell: 1793 — 11/4

Ogden: 1792 - 6/9, 6/11, 7/7, 7/8, 8/4, 8/5, 9/2, 9/29, 9/30, 11/29, 12/1; 1793
—5/1, 5/2, 5/3, 5/14, 5/15, 6/9, 6/23, 6/26, 6/2[1, 7/2, 7122, 7/23, 7124, 7125,
8/4, 8/20, 9/14, 9/15, 9/17, 9/18, 10/24, 11/4912P2/10, 12/12, 12/13; 1797 —
4/23, 5/4, 5/5; 1798 — 8/16, 9/16, 10/27, 10/2813112/9

O'Kelley: 1792 — 11/2, 11/4
Olp: 1798 — 10/4
Osborn [clergy]: 1802 — 7/31, 8/1; 1803 — 1/1

Osborne [laity]: 1792 — 5/26, 6/5, 6/26, 6/28, 13/18, 10/19, 11/23, 11/24,
11/25

Owen, Anning: 1793 — 4/26, 5/10, 5/31, 6/8, 6/9, 7I15, 7/20, 7/21, 9/28,
10/27, 12/5; 1797 — 9/15, 9/16, 9/18, 9/23; 180231 (footnote)

Owen, Levi: 1792 — 5/24, 10/19, 11/22
Owen, Robert: 1792 — 11/30 (no note), 9/17, 1212Q7 — 5/6; 1798 — 9/15
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Paley: 1804 — 3/12, 3/13, 3/15
Parish: 1793 — 4/28, 7/1, 7/3, 7/4, 8/18, 9/291122/5
Park [clergy]: 1792 — 12/16, 12/30; 1793 — 1/2801/2/11, 3/25

Park [laity]: 1792 — 9/3 (footnote), 12/1; 1793 /29, 4/30, 5/3, 5/16, 8/8, 9/19,
9/20; 1797 — 4/20, 4/21, 5/8; 1798 — 8/21, 8/22999/30, 10/29, 11/10, 11/11/
11/17, 12/10; 1804 — 3/9

Parker: 1793 — 9/13 (no note), 9/14

Parriott: 1792 — 5/27 (footnote), 6/21, 6/22, 6/@24, 6/25, 6/26, 6/27
Parshall: 1793 — 3/17, 11/7

Patterson [Luzerne County]: 1804 — 3/5 (no note)

Patterson [Snyder County]: 1792 — 6/6, 7/4

Paynter: 1793 — 7/24, 7/27, 7/28, 8/20, 9/7, 918, 80/1, 10/22, 10/23, 10/24,
10/26, 10/27, 12/14, 12/15

Pegg: 1792 - 6/9, 7/7, 8/4, 9/1, 9/29; 1798 — 8/26

Pennington: 1797 — 4/27, 4/28, 5/1; 1798 — 9/7, 90819, 10/20, 11/22, 11/23,
11/29, 11/30

Perkins: 1804 — 3/2

Phelps: 1793 — 11/20 (no note)
Philips: 1792 — 7/28

Pierce [Tioga]: 1792 — 12/10

Pierce [Wyoming]: 1797 — 4/12; 1798 — 8/18; 1803/ #+
Potter: 1792 — 8/26; 1793 — 6/16, 6/17
Presson: 1793 — 9/30 (no note), 10/25
Price: 1792 — 12/23, 12/24

Randolph: 1804 — 2/25 (no note)
Ransom: 1793 — 4/28

Reagan: 1792 — 10/31

Reed [clergy]: 1792 — 9/15, 9/16, 11/2
Reed [NY]: 1793 — 3/9 (no note)

Reed [PA]: 1793 — 6/16 (no note)
Reeder: 1798 — 9/28, 10/30, 12/10
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Rees, Thomas: 1792 — 6/8, 6/21, 6/22, 716, 7/7,188; 1793 — 6/19, 6/20, 9/12,
10/22, 10/23; 1797 — 4/25; 1798 — 9/11, 12/4

Reese, Martin: 1792 — 8/18, 10/13; 1793 — 9/2,30/1
Reily: 1792 — 6/21, 7/6, 8/30, 9/27
Reynolds: 1793 — 6/20

Rice [Tioga]: 1792 — 12/20, 12/22; 1793 — 1/3, 2I2, 2/3, 2/4, 2/15, 2/16, 3/18,
11/17

Rice [Wyoming]: 1797 — 4/19, 4/20; 1798 — 9/22
Ridgaway: 1804 — 3/17, 3/18

Ridgley: 1792 - 5/20, 11/18

Roan: 1792 — 9/9

Roberts: 1792 — 12/11

Rodfong: 1804 — 3/21, 3/22

Roemer: 1804 — 3/21, 3/22

Rogers: 1798 — 10/2 (no note), 11/12, 11/14
Rose: 1804 — 2/25

Rosencrans: 1793 — 4/28, 5/12, 5/26, 7/1, 8/18,92/3, 12/5; 1797 — 4/12
Russell: 1798 — 9/19 (no note)

Ryerson: 1798 — 11/14 (no note)

Sackett: 1792 — 9/22 (no note)

Salisbury: 1797 — 9/16

Salmon, John: 1797 — 5/6

Salmon, Joseph: 1792 — 6/10; 1793 — 8/6, 12/12

Salmon, widow: 1792 — 7/10, 11/30; 1793 — 4/30556125, 6/26, 7/2, 7/9, 7/25,
8/3, 8/5, 9/16, 10/1; 1797 — 5/5, 5/6; 1798 — 91188

Satterthwaite: 1793 — 7/5 (no note)

Scott [Lackawanna]: 1792 — 12/3 (no note)

Scott [Middletown]: 1798 — 8/13 (no note)

Schneider: 1793 — 4/4

Search: 1792 — 6/8, 8/31, 9/28; 1793 — 10/21, 1298 — 10/23, 12/4
Seeley: 1792 — 12/14 (footnote), 12/15, 12/16,921793 — 1/27
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Seward: 1797 — 4/25, 4/27, 4/29, 4/30, 5/1
Shaffer: 1792 — 10/31 (no note)

Shrontz: 1798 — 10/3, 11/13

Simpson: 1792 — 11/18

Smith [Northumberland]: 1793 — 9/6 (no note)
Smith [Wyoming]: 1797 - 4/11 (no note), 4/19

Smith, Rev. James: 1793 — 11/2, 11/3, 11/5, 11/A,a1. 11/11, 11/12, 11/14,
11/18, 11/19

Smith, Dr. William: 1793 — 11/29

Sneath: 1797 — 4/22, 4/23, 4124, 4/25, 4/26, 4229, 4/30, 5/1
Snyder, Jacob [Northumberland]: 1798 — 10/10
Snyder, Jacob [Tioga]: 1793 — 1/10, 1/24

Sox: 1797 — 9/26

Stackhouse: 1798 — 11/16 (no note)

Stafford: 1792 — 12/9

Stahl: 1797 — 4/25; 1798 — 9/10, 10/8, 10/22, 12/3
Storm: 1792 — 11/20

Straub: 1792 — 6/6

Sturdevant: 1797 — 9/21

Sunderland: 1793 — 8/28, 10/9

Sutton, Amariah: 1792 — 7/20, 8/17, 10/12, 10/Im3 - 9/1, 9/7, 10/13; 1798 —
9/1, 9/2, 10/13, 10/14

Sutton, James: 1793 — 5/8, 5/22, 8/14, 9/24, A2B9; 1797 — 5/10, 5/11, 9/22;
1798 —9/24, 9/25, 11/2; 1804 — 3/3

Swift: 1792 — 11/2
Swisher: 1792 - 9/11; 1793 — 8/29, 10/10; 17983088/31, 10/11
Tabor: 1802 — 7/31; 1803 - 1/1

Taggart: 1792 — 7/13, 7/14; 1793 — 6/30, 8/24,321P/16; 1797 — 4/25
(footnote); 1798 — 8/15, 10/7

Talbot: 1792 — 5/20 (no note), 11/16
Tallman: 1792 — 9/13; 1793 — 6/12
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Taylor: 1798 — 9/25, 11/1, 12/13

Teall: 1792 — 12/16 (footnote)

Thomas, Henry: 1798 — 9/2, 10/14

Thomas, James: 1792 — 11/7, 4/11, 4/13, 4/14; /@37

Thompson: 1792 — 6/7, 6/19, 8/29, 8/30, 9/26; 178819, 9/11; 1797 — 4/25,
4/26; 1798 — 9/9, 10/21, 11/20, 11/21, 12/2

Tillotson: 1793 — 1/19, 7/18
Townley: 1792 — 12/21

Townsend: 1792 — 12/12, 12/19; 1793 — 1/8, 1/171,11/22, 1/31, 2/5, 2/14,
2/19, 2/28, 3/5, 3/15, 3/23, 3/24, 3/29, 4/2, 4A12

Trenck: 1798 — 9/20

Turck: 1793 — 10/26, 10/27, 10/28, 10/29, 11/301122/2, 12/3, 12/6, 12/7
Updegraff: 1793 — 6/14, 6/15, 10/16

Van Campen: 1792: - 6/10 (footnote); 1793 — 8/6

Vandeventer: 1793 — 1/27, 1/28

Vandervoort: 1792 —9/10, 12/17, 12/29; 1793 — 11287, 2/9, 2/24, 4/6, 11/13

Waller, Ashbel: 1793 — 4/18, 4/22, 7/17, 10/28412/797 — 4/14, 4/15, 4/22,
4/23, 9/23; 1798 — 11/17

Waller, Joseph: 1793 — 5/23, 5/24, 6/3, 8/15, 912630; 1798 — 9/25
Walsh: 1793 — 8/9, 8/10

Ware: 1793 — 4/11, 4/12, 4/13, 4/14, 4/15, 4/1B81+¥ 8/18, 8/19, 8/20, 8/21,
8/22, 8/24, 8/25, 8/26, 11/17, 11/18, 11/19, 11/21

Weaver: 1804 — 2/25, 2/26, 2/27

Weems: 1793 — 9/13

Wells: 1792 — 12/8, 12/23; 1793 — 1/6, 1/7, 1/20723/3, 3/17
Wesley: 1793 — 6/26, 8/23

Wetherill: 1793 — 2/19, 4/2, 7/13

Whatcoat: 1804 — 4/1

White, Alward: 1793 — 6/8; 1797 — 4/8, 4/9, 5/10

White, Henry: 1793 — 6/20

White, Joshua: 1792 — 7/18, 8/15, 9/12, 9/14, A0D510, 6/10
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Wigton: 1792 — 12/6
Wilcox: 1802 — 8/2 (no note)
Wilkinson: 1792 — 6/15, 7/13, 8/10, 9/7, 10/5; 1798/27, 8/22, 10/3

Williams, Darius 1797 — 4/7, 4/8, 4/12, 9/23; 1798/18, 8/20, 9/23, 11/4, 11/17,;
1804 — 3/6

Williams [Tioga]: 1802 — 7/31’ 1803 — 1/2

Willis: 1792 — 11/2, 11/4

Wilson, Michael: 1797 — 4/9, 5/10, 9/23, 9/24

Wilson [Northumberland]: 1792 — 9/18, 9/19

Wood: 1792 — 5/26 (footnote), 6/2

Wynn: 1798 — 10/25 (no note), 12/6

York: 1793 — 3/4

Young: 1793 — 10/19; 1797 — 4/29, 4/30; 1798 — 90818, 11/24, 11/29
Zullinger: 1804 — 3/20 (no note)
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Appendix A. The Wyoming Valley — Relevant Historical Backgnadu

Editor’s note: The Wyoming and Tioga circurtsveled by Colbert in the
1790’s have a character all of their own. Mosttwé families came from
Connecticut, many of them are inter-related, andadt all of them have
connections to the “Wyoming Massacre” of July 3787 This appendix is given
to help the reader better understand the dynami¢seoregion. The list of names
involved in the Wyoming Massacre (either as victimsurvivors) is also given,
because so many of the surnames are the samesesdahoountered by Colbert.
Associated with almost every surname is a dransaticy of how that particular
family fled, suffered, survived, escaped or otheevdealt with that singular
event. Unfortunately, space limitations and thgopses of this volume do not
permit the telling of those stories here, but iat#ed readers are encouraged to
seek them out from other sources.

While the “Wyoming Valley” is typically takeas a reference to the land on
either side of the Susquehanna River from PittdtoriWest Nanticoke, in its
broadest sense the words refer to the entire dyainéthe North Branch of the
Susquehanna within the state of Pennsylvania — #dhens, through Wilkes-
Barre, to Northumberland.

The land is due west of the present state mfn€cticut, and in 1662 King
Charles of England (ignoring the claim of the Dutohwhat is now New York
City/State) granted the territory to Connecticun-fact, he granted Connecticut
the slice of land between the*4and 42 parallel continuing all the way to the
Pacific Ocean. In 1681, however, he also grarttatlgame territory west of the
Delaware to William Penn and Pennsylvania. Buteithe land was wilderness
in control of the Native Americans, and neitherotgl saw any immediate need
for expansion beyond its settled coastal areasisgue was moot for almost 100
years.

Because the land was north of the originalnidawies of the Penn family’s
1737 “walking purchase” agreement with the Lenajieet it remained unsettled
and without direct affiliation with any particulasne of the colonies. The
Susquehanna Company was formed in Connecticut %3 I@r the purpose of
developing the Wyoming Valley as an expansion af ttolony. A tract of land
was purchased from the Iroquois confederacy in 1attd named Connecticut’s
Westmoreland County. While there were isolatedregfto enter and the settle
the land in the early 1760’s, the first permanegitiers were a band of 40
Connecticut citizens who entered the valley in 1@68 in 1770 erected along the
Susquehanna a fort to protect them from any hossili- hence the origin of the
name Forty Fort. In 1771, Connecticut’s claim wpkeld by King George Ill.
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This intrusion of Connecticut Yankees rilec tbitizens of Pennsylvania’s
Northumberland County, who felt that the land wasirs. Soon Pennsylvania
was purchasing the same land from the variousgyitatling the tribes that their
transactions with the Connecticut white men werevatid, and selling the land
to Pennsylvania citizens. This resulted in themindg Connecticut and
Pennsylvania deeds to different families for thensaproperties. Legal and
physical battles known as the Pennamite-Yankee ke out. In general, there
was bitter rhetoric and some violence, but litledoshed — although there were
isolated fatalities on both sides.

Perhaps the most serious incident in this ec@urred when the Connecticut
settlers moved even further inland and establigetdements named Judea and
Charleston on the West Branch of the Susquehanaathe present borough of
Muncy. These settlements were illegal even by @€oticut standards, as the
general assembly of Connecticut had set the weditmits of Westmoreland
County at 15 miles beyond the point where the N@&ihnch dipped below the
41 parallel (i.e., at 15 miles west of current Blodmsy) and, not, therefore,
reaching to the West Branch or Muncy. In Novemh@&w5, Pennsylvania sent an
armed expedition against the towns of Judea and&3ian and destroyed them —
and then menaced the people of Westmoreland. Qemiloer 4, the Continental
Congress, on being advised of the attacks on JaddaCharleston, and the
threatened attack on the people of Westmoreland,“laging apprehensive that
there is great danger of hostilities being commdrateor near Wyoming between
the inhabitants of the colony of Pennsylvania, e of Connecticut,” passed a
resolution asking both sides to take immediatesstepprevent such hostilities.
The action of congress was not heeded by John Rbenthen governor of
Pennsylvania — and equally reckless was he ofabkthat the supposedly united
colonies were now at war with England.

Very soon the American Revolution became tlagonfocus of everyone, even
though the Pennsylvania-Connecticut issues werefrfan resolved. The
culmination of all area hostilities (British-Ameaic, Pennamite-Yankee, white-
Indian) occurred on July 3, 1778, in what has bexdmown as the “Wyoming
Massacre.” By then Connecticut settlers, had gpaishabited the entire North
Branch of the Susquehanna, from Athens to BerwiBl. the spring of 1778 it
had become apparent that these scattered New HEngédtlers were in serious
danger from a growing coalition of Native Americarritish soldiers, and
Pennsylvania Tories. Isolated incidents of attaakairders, scalpings and
kidnappings were beginning to occur on a regulaishalt was obvious that the
small forts, which were really nothing more thaardy farmhouses surrounded
by stockades, constructed at strategic points allbegiver would not be able to
protect the settlers from an all-out offensive. l@Abodied men from the entire
length of the river gathered at Forty Fort. Sormmufht their families, others left
them in the belief that women and children woulddmpected by the British, still
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others sent their families back to Connecticutaoss the mountains through the
dangerous “Shades of Death” to the safety of Ssbud.

Soon the expected coalition of Indians, Bried Tories came down from the
north, beginning from Newtown [Elmira] and Tiogaimo[Athens], capturing
and/or destroying each fort or any resistance atbagvay. The force was led by
Colonel John Butler (an American loyalist who hanoved to Canada) and
included about 500 of Butler's Rangers, 700 Irogundians, a detachment of Sir
John Johnson’s Royal Greens (Scottish Highlanderigrants who with loyalist
Johnson had removed to Canada when the War begah}everal Pennsylvania
Tories. The last forts to fall, on July 1, 1778re Fort Jenkins [West Pittston]
and Fort Wintermoot [Pittston], which sites are igadled today by historical
markers. The number of men and physical constmciit Forty Fort posed a
major barrier for the invaders. Even though thegatly outnumbered the
defenders, it appeared that — save for a surrelogléhe inhabitants — a major
confrontation might ensue. Talks were arrangeth Wiajor Zebulon Butler, on
furlough from the Continental Army, representing thonnecticut people.

Inside the Fort, to face the trained Britisbldgers and savage Iroquois,
Zebulon Butler had six irregular companies, mosthy recruits and old men, as
follows:

Capt. Dethic Hewitt’'s company — about 40hme

Capt. Asaph Whittlesey’s company, from Ryt — 40 men

Capt. William McKarrican’s company, from iktaver — about 40 men

Capt. James Bidlack’s Lower Wilkes-Barrenpany — 38 men

Capt. Rezin Geer’s Upper Wilkes-Barre conypa small, number unknown

Capt. Aholiab Buck’s Kingston Company — rmaenunknown
and an assortment of local citizens who had sougfige in the fort and
volunteered to fight.

Zebulon Butler knew that he was seriously mataned. He also knew that
Forty Fort contained ample provisions and that @apSpalding was force-
marching with trained men from the Continental Artoyreach them within 48
hours. And so Butler argued that their best sfnat@as to parley for a delay.
While some agreed with this, a very vocal contirigeigued that a direct attack
upon the invading force was necessary. Their masipelling argument was that
Captain Jeremiah Blanchard with but one compamgboiut 40 men was holding
Pittston Fort — a compound of about 35 uniform lguses arranged in a
defendable triangle, and now sheltering over 40nem and children who had
fled there for protection. There was a real dantjgy argued, that any delay on
their part would encourage the British and Indiemattack Pittston Fort and slay
all the inhabitants.
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And so the brave men from Forty Fort wenttouneet the foe. The fight was
waged valiantly and with the best strategy, butitattle and its aftermath were so
one-sided that the confrontation has gone down igtoty as the Wyoming
Massacre. Tales of the courage, horror, sacréiak brutality of the battle can be
found elsewhere. Here we simply list, by varioutegaries, the known names of
the participants as they appear (i.e., without dldditions or corrections that
historians have suggested over the years) on tmeiment later erected near the
site of the battle and over the bones of the féale were gathered and interred in
a mass grave.

Monument to the July 8, 1777, Wyoming Massacre



COLONELS
George Dorrance
John Garrett

CAPTAINS
James Bidlack, jr.
Aholiab Buck
Robert Durkee
Rezin Geer
Dethick Hewitt
Wm. McKarrachen
Samuel Ransom
Lazarus Stewart
James Wigton

LIEUTENANTS
A. Atherton
Stoddart Bowen
Aaron Gaylord
Timothy Peirce
Perrin Ross
Elijah Shoemaker
Asa Stevens

Lazarus Stewart, jr.

Flavius Waterman
James Welles

ENSIGNS
Jeremiah Bigford
Asa Gore
Silas Gore
Titus Hinman
Jonathan Otis
William White

PRIVATES
---- Ackke
Jabez Atherton
Christopher Avery
Jabez Beers
A. Benedict
Samuel Bigford
David Bixby
John Boyd
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SLAIN IN BATTLE FIELD

Enos Brockway
John Brown
Thomas Brown
William Buck
Joseph Budd
Amos Bullock
Asa Bullock
Henry Bush
John Caldwell
Isaac Campbell
---- Campbell
Joseph Carey
Josiah Carman
Joel Church
William Cofferin
James Cofferin
Samuel Cole
Robert Comstock
Kingsley Comstock
---- Cook

---- Cook

---- Cook (3 brothers)

Anson Corey
Jenks Corey
Rufus Corey
Christopher
Courtright

John Courtright
Joseph Crocker
Samuel Crocker
Anderson Dana
Jabez Darling
Conrad Davenport
D. Denton
James Devine
George Dowling
---- Ducher

Levi Dunn
Benjamin Finch
Daniel Finch
John Finch
Elisha Fish
Cornelius Fitchett
Eliphalet Follett

Thomas Foxen
John Franklin
Stephen Fuller
Thomas Fuller
---- Gardner
George Gore

---- Green
William Hammond
Silas Harvey
Benjamin Hatch
Cyprian Hebard
Levi Hicks

James Hopkins
Nathaniel Howard
John Hutchins
Samuel Hutchinson
Elijah Inman
Israel Inman
Samuel Jackson
Robert Jameson
Joseph Jennings
Henry Johnson
Joshua Landon
Daniel Lawrence
William Lawrence
Francis Ledyard
James Lock
Conrad Lome
Jacob Lome
William Lester
Nicholas Manville
Job Marshall
Nero Mattewson
C. McCartee
Robert Mclintire
Alexander McMiillan
Andrew Millard
John Murphy
Joseph Ogden
Abel Palmer

Silas Parke
William Parker
John Pierce
Henry Pencil

Noah Pettebone, jr.
Gershom Prince, col.
William Reynolds
Elisha Richards
Elias Roberts
Timothy Rose
Jeremiah Ross, jr.
Constant Searle
Abram Shaw
James Shaw
Joseph Shaw
James Spencer
Levi Spencer
Darius Spofford
Eleazer Sprague
Joseph Staples
Reuben Staples
Aaron Stark
Daniel Stark
Rufus Stevens
James Stevenson
Nailer Sweed
Ichabod Tuttle
Abram Vangorder
John Vaulbie

---- Wade

John Ward

Elihu Waters
Bartholomew Weeks
Jonathan Weeks
Philip Weeks
Peter Wheeler
Stephen Whiton
Eben Wilcox
Aziba Williams
Elihu Williams, jr.
John Williams
Rufus Williams
John Wilson
Parker Wilson
William Woodring
Ozias Yale



152 The Chronicle 2014

COLONELS
Zebulon Butler
Nathan Denison

LIEUTENANTS
Daniel Gore
Timothy Howe

ENSIGNS
Daniel Downing
Matthias Hollenback

SERGEANTS
Jabez Fish
---- Gates
Phineas Spafford

PRIVATES
John Abbott
Gideon Baldwin
Zera Beach
Rufus Bennett
Elisha Blackman
Nathan Carey
Samuel Carey

SURVIVORS

Joseph Elliott
Samuel Finch
Hugh Forsman
Roswell Franklin
Thomas Fuller
John Garrett
Samuel Gore
Lemuel Gustin
Jacob Haldron
Lebens Hammond
Elisha Harris
Ebenezer Heberd
Richard Inman

Henry Lickers
Joseph Morse
Thomas Neill
Phineas Peirce
Josiah Pell
Abraham Pike
Roger Searle
John N. Skinner
Giles Slocum
Walter Spencer
Edward Spencer
Daniel Washburn
Eleazer West

George Cooper John Jamison Cherrick Westbrook
PRISONERS TAKEN FROM WYOMING
Samuel Carey John Gardner Daniel Rosenkrans Elisha Wilcox

Daniel Carr ---- Pierce Daniel Wallen

KILLED ON APPROACH TO WYOMING

William Crooks
James Hadsall

James Hadsall, jr.
Benjamin Harding

Stukely Harding
William Martin

Quocko, colored
Miner Robbins

And so the battle in the Wyoming Valley wentoi history as the Wyoming
Massacre, no doubt additionally fueled by accowftsshat occurred following
the battle at the infamous Queen Esther's RockcoAting to the story, Queen
Esther (actually Esther Montour, a descendant wersé white-Indian mixed
marriages), a ruthless leader of the Iroquois whuessdquarters were at Queen
Esther’s flats, west of Tioga Point [Athens] andittoof the Chemung River,
arrived after battle. Angered by the death of sen during the battle, she
reportedly personally smashed the skulls of 14 a@remcaptured American
soldiers on a large flat rock.

The invading forces approached Forty Fortriéxet morning and demanded an
unconditional surrender. As Zebulon Butler andesg®en of his soldiers had
escaped to the mountains during the night, ColBeelison was in command — in
command of a few wounded and aged men, frightehédren, and women with
broken hearts. The victors granted terms of halplercapitulation, agreeing to
respect private property and requiring the soldtaken to pledge not again to
take up arms against the king of England. These Wwenorable and, under the
circumstances, very liberal terms. The observaridbe terms of surrender was
kept so far as no further human lives were takemn,pbivate property was not
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fully respected. The valley was devastated, anchdsoand buildings were
burned. Wilkes-Barre, for example, where there been twenty-five buildings,
was left with but three houses. The Indians, iripalar, engaged in plundering
and destroying.

It is now believed that Colonel John Butlerability to control the Iroquois
hastened his departure. The invading army remam@ossession of Forty Fort
only four days, or until July 8, when Butler calleid army together and took up
his return march northward. This departure sahedforts (and the people that
had taken refuge in them) erected in present CalurGlmunty to protect the
western boundary of Connecticut's Westmoreland Goufort Jenkins (on the
North Branch of the Susquehanna, just north of gresent 1-80 bridge), Fort
McClure (the home of James McClure — near the motithishing Creek), and
Fort Wheeler (the home of Isaiah Wheeler — abamuil8s up Fishing Creek, near
the present village of Light Street).

An interesting fact relating to the Pennamvaikee War is that Colonel John
Butler had inserted a clause into the Forty Fatitlas of capitulation allowing
the Pennsylvania "suspects" (which included Tortba} had been driven away
by the Connecticut Yankees (who supported the Réiool), to return and live
here in peace and quiet and to repossess theieqyopThere would prove to be
some significance in that clause.

Most families that had fled the area evenyuadturned — some as early as late
August, in an attempt to harvest any remaining sropWVhile the majority
reclaimed their original property, a significantnmoer relocated to other locations
within the Wyoming Valley.

At the end of the American Revolution, thel abnflicts resumed between
Pennsylvania and Connecticut over the Wyoming Vallend in 1782, the
Continental Congress overturned King George lligng and upheld Pennsyl-
vania's claim to the area. But when the state [stoiagforce the Yankees from the
land, another Pennamite war ensued, with Connedindi Vermont sending men
to help the settlers. Problems remained until Bennsylvania Legislature
confirmed the various land titles in 1788. Thetooversy finally ended in 1799,
with the Wyoming Valley becoming part of Pennsyligaand the Yankee settlers
becoming Pennsylvanians with legal claims to tleid.
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Appendix B. William Colbert and his Descendants — A Brief HgrHlistory

Rev. William Colbert and Elizabeth Stroud
by Elizabeth Sroud Colbert

Rev. William Colbert:

William Colbert was born in Poolesville, Montgome2punty, Maryland,
April 20, 1764. His parents, William and Sarah ltawt, came from England. His
mother died in Baltimore, October 7, 1782, but father lived until May 23,
1814, and spent his last days in the family of Ml and Elizabeth Stroud
Colbert at Stroudsburg.

Quoting from a sketch of the life of Rev. Willia@olbert written by
himself, we read: “After the death of my motheliyéd with my father, who with
myself, was entirely destitute of religion untiletlyear of 1785, when it pleased
the Lord to direct our wandering feet to where tethodists preached the
Gospel in its purity. For until we heard them, wansidered ourselves Church
people. Here the Lord reached our hearts.

“I continued with my father until the year 1789, evhl began to think
very seriously that | ought to speak in public bgywof exhortation, and that |
should preach the Gospel. And though | have s@asons to hope that my first
attempts were not altogether fruitless, | was veuogh out of conceit of myself.

“However, it still followed that | had work to daoff the Lord, and the
good of man, and | continued to speak in publicerfoequently and at different
places until | left my father to teach at a schabbut sixteen miles distant. |
boarded with Ignatius Pigman, an old traveling phea who, on account his
family, had located. This man was one of the nmmusisical and agreeable
preachers, and was very useful.

! Appendix B is taken from twelve pages that have been in the in the William Colbert collection
at the conference archives at least since the 1960’s. The pages are white on black copies from
part of some larger scrapbook-type volume, but the original source is not noted. The author
identifies herself in the document as a granddaughter of William Colbert, and internal evidence
places the date of composition as 1925. A publication of the Monroe County Historical Society
states: “Miss Elizabeth Stroud Colbert spent many years in working up a complete record of the
Stroud family which she presented to the Society in 1926. It is carefully typewritten and bound
in morocco.” This 237 page document apparently is the immediate source of the pages in the
conference archives. The material was updated in 1928 to 248 pages titled Stroud Record:
including the ancestry and a brief history of Colonel Jacob Stroud and Elizabeth McDowell, his
wife, and a record of their descendants. While some sources cite this 1928 update as published
material, both the 1925 original and 1928 update appear to exist only as typewrtitten
manuscripts.
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“Here, as there was a great revival of the workGad and a great
ingathering of souls, | labored hard. | walked @ixseven miles some nights to a
prayer meeting, was up with the distressed untégramidnight, and returned
home. Though this was trying on the constitutibrwyas truly delightful to the
soul.

“I continued to teach school in this place for abeight months, when the
death of a preacher in the circuit opened a doomie. Accordingly, | was
recommended by Ignatius Pigman, with whom | haddjvto Nelson Reed, the
Presiding Elder. Reed sent me to Calvert circuittbe Western shore of
Maryland. Here I labored from the first of Marchtili September 1798.

He speaks of the being ordained at the Generalgtamée in Baltimore in
November 1792, and being sent to Tioga. Rev. Aelvens, L.L.D., in his
History of American Methodism says: “We have already noticed the extraordinary
rise of Methodism in the Wyoming, Cumberland anagg regions, and the
outspread of the Hudson River District, by Gargaits and Ware’s itinerants to
those then remote fields — the labors of Anning @weathaniel B. Mills, and
William Colbert.” Ware’s trials among the Tioga M& were fully shared by his
associates.

Colbert set out from the General Conference of 1f692his wilderness,
confronting wintry hardships most of the way, anmdivad at Nanticoke, in
Wyoming Valley, early in December. His story ofvation and suffering seems
almost incredible. We read of his breakfastingaofrozen turnip, sleeping at
night in a wretched cabin with his head “in thenshey corner,” fording streams,
living on the poorest fare, preaching in cabinsometimes with “part of the
congregation drunk” and “with children about me bag louder than | could
speak.” He received for the four months of hig tthiree dollars and fourteen
cents.”

When Ware reaches him, ready to share his trialsyrites: “At one place
we could get no straw to sleep on; however, Broivare fixed himself on a
chest, with a bunch of tow for his pillow, and Ippose he thought himself well
off. For my part, | had to get hay out of a boat my bed, part of which a
passenger begged. Though the life of a Methodesigher is very laborious and
fatiguing, it is what | glory in.” Such are mereamples of the primitive
itinerancy of Methodism in the wilderness, but tigb such struggles has come
the prosperity of later years.

Rev. Henry Boehm (called Father Boehm in his old, dgr he died in
1875 aged a hundred years and six months) sayswf William Colbert: “I
joined Society in 1797, when William Colbert and. @handler were on our

? This was the regional conference held in Baltimore September 6, 1790.
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circuit. Colbert had a particular aptitude forakeimg the feelings of his hearers.
His congregations were generally fine, for whemeapher made a stir among the
people, they rallied to hear him. He was a maslight build, below the average
stature, with a very expressive countenance, itideaf life and energy, with a
strong voice, neither shrill nor piercing, but coamding in its sound.

“Colbert was lively in preaching, but did not useich gesture, nor did he
vociferate. He was fearless and powerful. He ginduhe truth to his hearers
with great effect. He was a full man, in everypeas well qualified for his work.
He was a man of ready speech, which was accompaviteda great deal of
unction, and his success was great. He was agnaaalist.

“Brother Colbert and myself, in the year 1801, lambut eight hundred
conversions in Annamessex Circuit — a circuit whiektended from the
neighborhood of Indian River, across the peninsota Deals Island in the
Chesapeake. We had almost every soul covertethainigland — there were, |
believe, very few left.”

In respect to preaching in bad weather Colbert, s&ld weather a man
can live in ought to stop him.” While on SenecacGit in June, 1797, he says: “I
was overtaken in a very lonesome place by a thstwlen. The wind was
blowing, the lightning blazing, the thunder rollirend the rain so pouring that by
looking up | could not see to escape the timber wees falling about me. | was
wet enough when | got to my appointment, and fotumell to get a dry corner to
stand in to preach.”

The next month he writes in his journal: “I belieeag rides through the
mud where we cannot go faster than a walk, beimgpsed to heavy rains, bad
victuals, and dirty houses in consequence of swaifrfieas, have been the cause
of my sickness. But these are light things andcstya worthy of being put into
the catalogue of what is suffered for Christ areldbod of souls.”

In the History of Wayne, Pike and Monroe Counties by Matthews, we
read: “The name of William Colbert, son-in-law oblGnel Jacob Stroud, cannot
be too highly honored by the church in Stroudsbukghough not the founder of
Methodism in that vicinity, and although his nanuwesl not appear in our class
record until his appointment to Bristol Circuit1i96, he may not inappropriately
be styled the foster father of Methodism in thesprg county of Monroe.”

He located in 1811. From 1808 he had made his rairSéroudsburg. In
1825, William Colbert, who had previously locatedas re-admitted to the
traveling ministry and appointed to Stroudsburdpaffwas the first appearance of
Stroudsburg as a named appointment in the Annualitds of the Conferences of
the Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1826, Stroudglyatained William Colbert
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as pastor. He seems to have continued to preacé, tand on that circuit, until
the time of this death in 1833.

Up to 1829 the society in Stroudsburg was withoaharch edifice. The
Sunday services, class and prayer meetings wecke dtellifferent places — but
primarily at the residence of Rev. William Colbehen the academy, which
stands at the corner of Green and Elizabeth Sireets built, it became the
regular place for preaching. Father Boehm saye:tfie last, he preached to the
admiration of the people and to the edification andfort of the followers of
Christ.”

The day before he died, Colbert said: “It is a gthang to die. My only
dependence is on a bleeding, all sufficient SavioVe are told that: “A few
moments before his departure, he called his cmltlvehis bedside, and exhorted
them not to grieve at his death, for he would sdepart from his afflictions and
be with Jesus. He likewise urged, with parentéation, his eldest son to be
dutiful to his mother, a father to his younger bess, and above all to take care of
his precious soul. And while these exhortationsewguivering on his lips, the
immortal spirit left its tabernacle of clay.” Pmeania was the immediate cause
of his death, which occurred June 16, 1833.

Now concerning the wife:

In July, 1804, Elizabeth Stroud was paying a visither sister, Rachel
(Stroud) Rees, in Trappe, Montgomery County, Pdmasja. While there, she
traveled nearly thirty miles on horseback to attandethodist quarterly meeting
— and while there, she first met her future husband

Quoting his words, we read: “Being out of the nmegthouse, near the
door, | saw David James’ remarkable attention tgeateel, plain and well-
dressed young woman who had on an olive colorédgeivn. His attention to
her induced me to ask him who she was. He informedt was Betsy Stroud,
who had been at her sister's for some time andcbate near thirty miles to the
guarterly meeting by herself.”

This is the beginning of a very interesting litdeory. The friendship
progressed very rapidly, and on November 1 of #meesyear they were married.
Colonel Stroud did not favor this union — althodghdid not forbid it, he urged
his reasons against it.

He foresaw what hardships were before his youndmsghter — who had
been accustomed to full and plenty and every candod luxury her parents
could give her, and who could not realize the giores which must needs come
to her as the wife of an itinerant Methodist preaclof those early days.
However, on Thursday evening, November 1, 1804hatclose of a Methodist
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meeting held at the home of Lawrence Van Buskirkjli&vh Colbert and
Elizabeth Stroud were united in marriage by Rewi@&artine.

Mr. Colbert says in his journal for the followimigy: “Friday, 2 — I rode
with my Elizabeth to her father's with a tremblihgart and found things not so
unfavorable as | thought | should. Saturddy~3 spent at Colonel Stroud’s and
felt my mind in a measure relieved.” There is@ystold of a man getting up in a
meeting near Stroudsburg and saying to the preahdon’t think you have any
cause for complaint, Mr. Colbert — you have your had your teeth and Colonel
Stroud’s prettiest daughter.”

The writer’'s father was the youngest of the Cdllofildren, and he can
remember his mother only in middle and elderly. litde says she was rather tall
and of full habit, and very pleasing in appearande.remembered her wearing a
white kerchief, poke bonnet and drab dress. Skesdd like a Friend, but in
those early days the Methodists dressed quiteaslyplas Friends. He says she
had a beautiful face, dark brown hair, clear coxiple and blue eyes. She had a
very even disposition and was very patient.

He was an invalid for some years as a boy, and Baywas “made up”
when his mother would sit beside him. He rememberssaying to him: “My
son, never use the harsher way, if love can dal¢eel.” He was but six years of
age when his father died, so his recollections @f.RColbert were not so vivid as
his recollections of his mother. He has heardld tn the family that his father
was drafted out from Maryland to help guard thdighisoldiers at the time of the
surrender of Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown in 1781.

It was also told in the family that Rev. Willianol®ert said his name was
originally Calvert, but that people got to writintigColbert — and that he accepted
the situation and did the same.

Children of Rev. William Colbert and Elizabeth Stdo

1. Elizabeth S. Colbert, born at Stroudsburg PA, Ddxsmd, 1805, and died
there December 5, 1805.

2. Sarah Colbert. Born at Stroudsburg PA, Octobed 806, and died there
January 12, 1807.

3. James Anderson Colbert, born at Stroudsburg PAehrer 15, 1807,
and died the same day.

4. Miriam Anderson Colbert, born at Stroudsburg PAgAst 24, 1809, and
died at Rahway NJ, December 10, 1891. She isdurithe old
graveyard at Stroudsburg. On September 2, 1846nsinried widower
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Simon Lee of Sterling, Wayne County PA. He died/&aber 12, 1849.
One child was born to this union.

a. Simon Colbert Lee, born March 31, 1849, and didéeat Argyl
PA, January 28, 1895, unmarried.

. Elizabeth McDowell Colberi,born at Stroudsburg PA, October 30, 1811,
and died there November 2, 1896, unmarried. Sharisd in the old
graveyard at Stroudsburg PA, where a stone maekspbt.

. Cyrus Colbert, born at Stroudsburg PA, Octoberl813, and died in
Philadelphia, unmarried. He was buried June 18718

. Mary Ann S. Colbert, born at Stroudsburg PA, Sejeni, 1816, and
died at Falls of Schuylkill, Philadelphia PA, Mar2h, 1863. She is
buried in the old graveyard at Stroudsburg, wher@aument marks the
place. On May 25, 1843, she married Rev. PetejugtcCox, a
Methodist minister who was born in Philadelphia ®AAugust 29, 1818,
and died at Flushing, Long Island NY, at the horhki® son Charles on
July 23, 1892. He is buried beside his wife arartdaughter Mary
Ellen* Five children were born to this union.

a. Elizabeth Colbert Cox, born at Pottstown PA, diethfancy at
North East MD.

b. Deborah Lydia Cox, born at Pottstown PA, died iiamty at
North East MD.

c.  William Colbert Cox, born at North East MD, Marc8,2.847,
and died at Chicago IL, December 30, 1901. One3epeér 7,
1885, he married Harriet B.S. John, born April 2852. He
became a medical doctor and is buried in the Ssiowid)
Cemetery. They had no children.

d. Mary Ann Cox, born at Mt. Bethel PA, died quite yguat
Milford DE.

e. Charles Benjamin Cox, born in Philadelphia PA, Astgdy
1854. On November 21, 1882, he married Kate Pnéafallace
in Philadelphia PA. Their family home (in 1925)nsRidley
Park PA. They had three children.

® Elizabeth Colbert was the keeper of Colbert’s journal who allowed historian George Peck access
to the material in 1860.

* This is an internal inconsistency in the document, as there is no Mary Ellen listed among the
children. Perhaps the “Mary Ellen” buried in Stroudsburg is the “Mary Ann” who died “quite
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(1) Mary Ellen Cox, born at Jersey City NJ, August 1833.
Unmarried.

(2) Jessie Wallace Cox, born at Elizabeth NJ, Marct885.
Unmarried.

(3) David Wallace Cox, born in Brooklyn NY, January 1,
1889. On June 3, 1916, he married Lillian MadeBugz
in Wilmington DE. They presently have two children

- Deborah Cox, born at Wilmington DE, September

10, 1921.
- Joanna Cox, born at Wilmington DE, November 15,
1925.
8. Ellen Colbert Cox, born at Stroudsburg PA, July2%19, and died there

April 23, 1920.

9. Harriet Colbert, born at Stroudsburg PA, March821, and died there
April 23, 1821.

10.William S. Colbert, born at Stroudsburg PA, Feby23, 1822, and died
there July 15, 1824.

11.William Colbert, born at Stroudsburg PA, August 1824, and died in
Philadelphia PA. November 4, 1895. He is buriethaold graveyard at
Stroudsburg PA, where a stone marks the spot. &tded Mary Ann
McGinley, born June 1, 1851, and died January 8371 They had five
children®

a. Elizabeth McDowell Colbert, Jr., born at Alcdrarm near Oil
City PA, May 8, 1868. Unmarried.

b.  William S. Colbert, born at Alcorn Farm neat Oity PA,
October 29, 1869. Unmarried.

c.  Miriam Anderson Colbert, born at Alcorn Famear Oil City
PA, May 1, 1871. She married in Philadelginalanuary 2,
1899, to Dr. John Jacob Rapp. They had foidren.

> This is the end of the twelve pages that have been in the conference archives for 50+ years, but
the section on William Colbert contains fourteen pages. The remaining information was secured
from the 1928 update of the document in possession of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania,
hence the post-1925 references in the final portion of a document originally presented to the
Monroe County Historical Society in 1926.
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(1) Harold Colbert Rapp, born at Ames IA, Octob2y P399.
He married his cousin Dorothy C. Rapp (daegbf
George E. and Maud [Beeler]Rapp) in New YGity on
July 6, 1924. They are living in Philadekpkin 1927).

(2) John Rapp, born at Ames IA, May 26, 1902. Heriad
Emma Jane McKee on January 6, 1923. Thelyang
in Philadelphia (in 1927).

(3) Edward Martin Rapp, born in Philadelphia PA,
September 10, 1904. He married Dorothy Jomns
Smyth (daughter of Joseph Watson and Jerdoigson]
Smyth) at Media PA on December 18, 1923. yTdre
living in Philadelphia and attending the Usmsity of
Pennsylvania (in 1925).

(4) Francis Asbury Rapp was born in Philadelphia PA
February 10, 1906.

d. James Colbert, born at Stroudsburg PA, aboi8.1®ied in
infancy.

e. Mary Ann Colbert, born at Stroudsburg PA, Jang876. She
married Charles Carroll. They had one child.

(1) Marion Agnes Carroll, born in Philadelp®PA, March 7,
1903. She married Herbert E. Ford in Philaldialn
January 25, 1928.

12. Charles Stroud Colbert, born at StroudsburgNe&ch 12, 1827, and died
December 11, 1905. He is buried in the Easton @Gayevhere a stone
marks the spot. He married Susannah Rebecca Hunkel in Frankford,
Philadelphia PA, April 28, 1831. She is the daagbtf Samuel Huckel
(also born and lived all his life in PhiladelphiA)Rand Rebecca A. Ming,
his wife. Susannah R. Colbert died in Easton Péyeynber 22, 1912,
and is buried beside her husband. They had ot chi

a. Elizabeth Stroud Colbéthorn at Alcorn Farm near Oil City PA,
April 23, 1867, and living in Easton Bikce November 1880.

® This is the author, the only child of William Colbert’s twelfth and youngest child. Miss Colbert
would have been 58 years old when she completed this labor of love in 1925.
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EDITOR’S EPILOGUE

We close this volume dedicated to William Colbertsavels on
Northumberland, Wyoming and Tioga Circuits with es#ééd comments from
George Peck’'s 186&arly Methodism within the Bounds of the Old Genesee
Conference, pages 272-275, the earliest known attempt taucagor posterity the
person of William Colbert.

“Mr. Colbert was a native of Maryland, and had beeonustomed to the
comforts and luxuries of refined society. The casit between the comfortable
and elegant homes of Maryland and Delaware andbtheabins and the stinted
and homely fare of the New England settlers wasgeat as to shock the
sensibilities of his nature and fill him with disgwand loathing.

“The poor cookery, cold houses, dirt, and inse€t wew country were to
him real evils, for he had not been accustomedith shings. When he wanted
retirement, to be compelled to sit down among agrof noisy children was more
disagreeable than the terrors and gloom of a hgwhilderness. These, with a
thousand and one unmentionable troubles, our mmiasyaendured for the sake of
Christ and the love of souls. In labors he wasndbuat. In journeys, exposure,
frequent preaching, persevering, earnest efforesxtend the reign of Christ and
save souls, he had few equals and perhaps no sigeri

“Mr. Jesse Bowman of Briar Creek, Pa., recolletis subject of this
sketch perfectly, and has furnished us the follgwimote of some of his
peculiarities: Mr. Colbert was a small, slender man, about one hundred and
twenty-five pounds, not more; wore buckskin breeches, or small clothes, which he
furbished up and repaired with yellow ochre, with which he was always supplied.

“Mr. Colbert was a good preacher, sound in docfriclear in method,
plain and practical, cogent in reasoning, and esrimehis appeals. He read the
best books, as his scanty time and opportunityvaith and profited by them. His
object was not so much to shine as to do good.

“No labor or hazard turned him aside from the paftlluty. He traveled
in all extremities of weather, and endured the tgstgprivations in his Master’s
service. He broke up as much new ground as argr atlan of his period. Of
what he passed through as a pioneer preacher e giresent generation can
form but an imperfect estimate... He was a truagtbdaethodist.”



