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The Promise of Man?
One Mid-Nineteenth Century Story

One recurring charge against pastors during tlys déthe early circuit
rider was "breach of promise." Many pastors insthdays were single young
men, and it was not uncommon for a person to I¢hgdtinerant ministry and
settle down when he married and had a family toe clnr and support.
Furthermore, pastors in those days were reassignedew charge every year. A
common scenario, therefore, was for a pastor agduag lady of the congre-
gation to begin an informal dating relationship. héi the pastor was moved,
there would be correspondence. Often the young amotook herself out of
circulation, believing the continuing correspondenwith her former pastor
indicated a promise to return some day with a fopnaposal of marriage. When
such a proposal never came and/or the pastor bctoatried another young lady
at one of his succeeding appointments, chargesbiath of promise" were
brought by the family of the disappointed maiden.

Such is the general scenario of the case of Jol@olE— but this case is
far from the usual. To present the story withoiingy away the ending, we
present a series of 14 letters written by the yoRay. Cole to Miss Susan
McElfish following his transfer from her parish.h& letters are actually exhibits
A through N in a breach of promise trial, but tmegty be read apart from any trial
context. Taken in sequence they tell a story ofance, the trials of the ministry,
and American life in general in the years just befihe Civil War.

The McElfish family were prominent pioneer settlers in Flintstone MD,
few miles east of Cumberland MD and just southhef PA/MD state line. Both
John McElfish (c1788-1834) and Anna Wilson (179478 were born in
Flintstone and spent their entire lives in that ommity. According to Anna's
obituary in the Cumberland Times, they married 812 and raised 5 sons and 5
daughters. Mrs. McElfish and her three youngegsti@n are mentioned in the
letters.

Susanna McElfish — born January 19, 1831. She is the recipieth®fetters.

It appears that following the developments docuestnt the letters she moved to
Cumberland MD and did not marry until 1900, andnthe a Samuel Solomon
Horn. She died March 8, 1915.

John McElfish — born March 10, 1833. He was admitted on tmalthe
Baltimore Conference in 1855 and assigned to WogdiouBedford County PA.
It appears that this was his only regular appointtnand he is listed in later
journals as a local pastor. The letters indic&evhs considering the itinerancy.
While secular sources often refer to him as RelinJdcElfish, he is listed as a
farmer. He married Isabella McCloud Duncan [reddrto as Belle in the letters]
on September 23, 1859, and all their children v in Flintstone. He died
January 1, 1896.
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Ann McElfish — born January 20, 1835. She is mentioned indtters, but
nothing more is known of her. She appears to mweed with friends and/or
extended family to WV and was living there in ttf&Q's and 1880's.

The Cole family of Half Moon Valley remains a mystery. The Cole
surname is common in Centre County, and it hadeeh possible to specifically
identify the family of the Rev. John T. Cole whoote these letters. It appears
that the family lived in the northern part of thalHMoon Valley and that some
of the children later moved to Clearfield County.

Rev. John T. Cole — birthdate unknown. The author of the letters wdmitted
on trial to the East Baltimore Conference in 1858 assigned to the Allegany
Circuit. [Spelling makes a difference. The Allegly Circuit covered the
mountains west of Altoona PA; the Allegany Circaibvered the Allegany
County area east of Cumberland MD.] It was hea¢ e met Susanna McElfish,
the recipient of the letters. In 1859 he was asigo Clinton Circuit (northwest
of Lock Haven). In 1860 he was assigned to Shipfmporium], but for
reasons explained in the letters was reassigneddryear to Karthaus. In 1861
he was assigned to Nippenose Valley, which proeelet his final assignment.
The letters cover his entire ministerial careeurrént research has not been able
to determine what happened to Mr. Cole after hethedf Methodist ministry in
1862.

EXHIBIT A
Halfmoon February 24, 1859

To Miss Sue MceElfish,

| seat myself to drop a line of information in aed to our journey. The
day we left the ranch we took dinner at Chaneysyvitien proceeded on our way
to Bedford. We were somewhat cold by the time @aehed that place. But after
warming ourselves by the stove and taking suppdeftreonsiderably better.

We then went to the Lutheran church. There wemeetbr four penitents at the
altar of prayer.

The next morning we started to Hollidaysburg. Sdssy was
Washington’s Birthday. The companies were in tmiiform. In the evening we
went to a temperance meeting. There were tworeetpreachers. They spoke
on that subject. It was quite interesting. The.R® Wilson was one of the
speakers. He cut quite a splash. The whole cgagom was in laughter.

The next morning we started on our way againdiihot quite reach
home that evening. We had about two hours rideéxé morning. | found my
friends all well. 1 am now sitting at home tryit@write a short epistle to you, the
one | think of every day. John is here trying mgog himself the best he can. We

! John Cole left had to leave the Allegany Circuidl &lintstone MD on February 21 in order to
arrive at Annual Conference in Williamsport PA Iy $tarting date of March 3.
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intend to start to Millheim in the morning. | thkinve will spend the Sabbath
there.

You will please bid Anna good-bye for me. | diok think of her the
morning we left. You will please excuse this shepistle and bad writing, for |
have written hastily. | would ask you to answaes,tbut | know not where to tell
you to direct. | will write again as soon as | gete.

Nothing more at present, but | remain your trieni,

J.T. Cole

EXHIBIT B
Williamsport March 10, 1859

Dear friend,

| seat myself to drop you a short epistle. | hbgen spending a pleasant
time for the last eight days in Williamsport. Wavie had a very profitable
Conference. This is the eighth day of its sessidnkink it will close this
afternoon or tonight.

| have passed through my examination. | feel sama relieved in regard
to my mind. | cannot tell yet where | shall gostlgear. | understood that T.F.
McCluré? is to return to your circuit. No doubt it will legreeable to the people
of Allegany.

If the Conference closes this evening | will ledivis place very soon and
return home. | purpose on going to Clearfield Ggtion next week, no
providence preventing. | hope you are enjoyingrgelf very well. | hope that
you will be kept by the Power of God until the ddyredemption. | think of you
every day, not only every day but also almost evenyr of the day. That is
something | cannot help.

Well, miss, | shall have to close again. Confeeeis about to set again. |
am anxious to hear the close. | am not yet abggvi® you my address. | would
like to hear from you, but | can not tell you whéwewrite.

Nothing more at present, your very affectionaieni,

J.T. Cole

EXHIBIT C
Hyners Run June 18, 1859

To Miss Sue McElfish, my dearest friend

| have been reading very busily all day, and lehbgcome weary. |
closed my book to meditate upon what | was readiile meditating | thought
of my friend Sue. | laid my book upon the sheffdaot a pen and ink. | now
find myself trying to write a short epistle to hdrconfess there are not many

2 Thomas F. McClure (1817-1879) had served Allegaimguit 1857-58, the year prior to John
Cole's appointment there.
% John Cole had siblings living in Clearfield County
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hours in the day but | think of her. There is me @ this world that has the part
in my affection that she possesses. | trust Il gvalr remain the same.

| am still trying to do something for the Lord,tykere is one thing
certain. | have not been as faithful as | shoaldehbeen. There has been a spirit
of trifing about me for some time. | have praygde and again that the Lord
might remove it, yet | find some of it still lurkgrwithin — although I think it is
leaving by degrees. May the time soon roll arowhéen | shall be satisfied
throughout soul and body.

It is too true that when there is such trifingarg the preachers they can
never accomplish that amount of good that God dedigey should. | am
determined to leave the first principles of thetdae of Christ and go on to
perfection. May God help me to carry this resolutinto practice. | want to be a
more holy, more cross-bearing servant of my diwtester.

God has declared that Heaven and earth may pass but not one jot or
tittle of his law shall fail. It is God’s law thate should be perfect. How shall we
appear before the great tribunal unless perfead gsant that sanctifying power
may come now. Friend Sue, every pray for it, fftat may become perfect in
God.

My dear friend, | am going to make one requestoaf. | hope you will
not think it strange or hard of me for doing sawvigh you not to attend those
picnics and playing parties. They do not tenchtodlory of God. There may be
no harm in them themselves, but one thing is aerathere is a great deal of
ungodly conversation, which is calculated to weatenfaith in God. You are
aware that | do not think much of those playindgipar The reason | do not is
because they are an abomination in the sight of God

| hope you will admit this to be right. | havadsé for your good. | have
thought of it for some time. | did not mentiorbéfore, but | feel it to be my duty
to try to get all to select the best places and foiesids on the road to heaven.

O may you be fully blest

With friends selected from the best

And may it ever be upon your mind impressed
The glories of that heavenly rest.

When duty calls, let love grow warm

Amid the sunshine and the storm

With faith life’s trials boldly address

Then come a conqueror to thy rest

Now, friend Sue, I hope this will be received awdky as if | had said
nothing about duty. If I had the time, | anothleeat would will. But this must
suffice. | will be glad to hear from you upon asubject you choose.

Your Lover,

J.T. Cole
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EXHIBIT D
Hyner's Run October 26, 1859

To friend Sue,

Esteemed fried, | received your kind letter ontgetay. | was truly glad
to hear from you once more. It has been a long 8imce | heard from you. |
hope longer than it shall be hereafter. | wasafbe to tell why it was, yet | had
confidence in you, that you would answer my lett8ut so long a time had
passed away that | had become impatient. Butviageyour letter has driven
away all doubts. And with the greatest of pleasweswer your letter this hour.

My health is very good, for which | should be vémankful. Part of this
year my health was very delicate, and | did thimkt § would have to quit
traveling for a while, but by the strength of Godds able to do my work, and |
rejoice in Christ that | did not cease.

We had a campmeeting this year without the preanohgharge and me
fighting. No petition got up or anything of thenkl. | thank God for it. At that
camp | received a greater blessing than | evebdidre. Praise the Lord for it.
In fact | have spent the year very pleasantly so f@xpect the balance of the
year to be more glorious.

| paid a visit to my friends in Clearfield a shtimhe since and found them
all well. While there | witnessed the conversiohs sister and brother-in-law,
which amply repaid me for my trip.

We have held two protracted meetings on our dircét the two meetings
there were twenty souls converted. We intend tarnence another on Saturday.
We are looking for greater manifestations of Gqgusver. Pray that God may
bless the people- and while blessing the wicked world he may blegsmore
abundantly.

| often feel grieved the way | spent last yearffaict | feel that | was no
advantage to the people or myself. | hope in Gadl tmay never spend another
year of that kind. But | sometimes console mybglthinking | was not the sole
cause.

Well, Sue, prove faithful. The crown is at thelaf the race. God is your
strength. He is your shield. If providence doespermit us to meet on earth
again, | hope to hail you on the banks of the raral shout “Glory” for ever and
ever. But | hope to meet again on earth, when slemeet again, never to sever
until peace wreaths her choir around us for ever.

So Johfiis married. Good for him. | suppose he has luat left rib
replaced. | would like very much to see both @fth Tell Belle to write to me
and let me know how she likes to be a McElfishve3ove to sister Ann. Tell
her to be a good girl. Give my love to any othgrs see.

Nothing at present. Write soon. | remain youetfriend,

J.T. Cole

* Sue's brother John had married Isabella Duncapréhgous month, on September 23, 1859.
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EXHIBITE
Halfmoon March 21, 1860

To Miss Sue,

Dear friend, | once more seat myself to answer Jetter. | should have
done it long before this, but | have neglectedluntiv. There are several reasons
why | have not written sooner.

In the first place, it was a long time after ybetter was mailed before |
received it. | received it about one week befdedtimy circuit. Then | expected
to get to Allegany as soon as Conference wouldecl@ut that desire has been
frustrated. | had some business in the Centre @dbourt, and | was compelled
to stay. | have just returned from Court, to mytineo's. | intend to remain a day
or two, then | will necessarily have to go to mscait. | am alone this year, and
it is necessary that | should be there. | haverg small circuit. There are four
appointments. | will have to preach in Shippenery Sabbath.

Now, Sue, | do not want you to think hard or styaief me for not going
to see you this spring. | assure you my will hasrbgood to go. Indeed I think
long to see you. | still stand firm to the engagahmade between you and me,
though | am deprived the privilege of your compaow. | expect, however, in
the future, if no providence prevents, to be bldsggh you company— unless
you should determine otherwise, which | have canfak in you that you will not.
| expect to get to see you some time this yearthBynext time | write | will be
able to tell you when | can go.

| hope you are enjoying yourself very well. | pope you are well
pleased with you preachers. We have your Polsgregein our district this
year. He is about as trifling as ever.

How are John and his Belle getting along? | aad gb hear that he has a
notion to go with the regular work. Tell Bellelielp him to preach. How is
Ann? | suppose Aunt Anny is still living- and Ed, Joe and Jim Willison. If |
had him by the nose | would help him to write. &my love to all inquiring
friends, and keep a good share for yourself.

Now, Sue, | wish you to write as soon as you rex#iis. If | have been
negligent in this respect, set me an example. sBldaect your letter to Shippen,
McCain County Pa.

| close by saying good night. Your friend as ever

J.T. Cole

® Shippen is the former name of Cameron County tofdmporium.
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EXHIBIT F
Hyner's Run June 9, 1860

To Miss Sue McE,

Dear Sue, with pleasure do | seat myself to drigwdines to the one
whom | love. | should have written to you long dref this, but owing to several
reasons | have neglected it.

In the first place, | have been unsettled for stime. This you may think
strange, but it is nevertheless true. | left Sbippbout the first of May and have
not been engaged in preaching since. But | expeicavel the balance of the
year in Clearfield County. | suppose you wouleltk know the reason for my
leaving Shippen. No doubt you are aware that tlestpn of slavery has become
very much agitated, and as the people of Shippealaolitionists, we could not
agree on that question. Rather than to have adighhat subject, | chose to
leave. Some of the preachers have censured neafong. But as far as | can
learn, the Eldérhas justified me in my course of procedure.

But had all the preachers and people objecteldetadurse | have taken, |
should have acted as | did, from the fact thatvehaot been called to preach
abolitionism. | think the Gospel has nothing towith the question of slavery at
all. Therefore | intend to wash my hands fromgteen of that sin in the pulp#-
let the consequences be what they may. | am Huatythis is the case, but this is
a true statement of the matter.

| look for a scowering at Conference upon thahpdiut let it come like a
whirlwind. God being my judge, | am right. If winéam right | act in
accordance with my views, let others do as they.may

I had thought of going to see you while | have loe¢n engaged in
preaching, but | decided to get another appointmehave had a correspondence
weekly with the Elder since | left Shippen. | tighi it best to stay where | would
be likely to get his letters. | have succeedegeiting another circuit. | expect to
start for it on tomorrow.

| think long to see you. If no providence prewegt | will visit you in the
month of September, or October. If | could seewssible way of going sooner,
I would do it. | think the circumstances will noérmit, therefore | hope you will
excuse me for my long delay.

My health this year is very good. 1 think | hawat enjoyed better health
for many years past. | received a letter from Jafew days ago stating that you
were all well. | was truly glad to hear from himdathe rest of the family.

| hope you are enjoying yourself finely. It is nmgention to get married
some time next year. | am tired living alone. Wheisit you in the fall, we will
set the time, if it suits you. However, that vii# for you to say.

The weather in this country is wet and cold, bathave fine prospects for
crops and fruit. If there are no biting frostawtdew, the store houses will be

® This is a reference to the Presiding Elder ofdistrict, now called the District Superintendent.
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filled with rich blessings of God. You will pleageite soon. Do not pattern after
me in that respect. Address Clearfield PO, Cle&tHCounty Pa.
From your true friend,
J.T. Cole

EXHIBIT G
Clearfield July 16, 1860

To Miss Sue McElfish,

Dear friend. After my respects to you, | will @ayor to answer your kind
and welcome letter. |received it four, or fivayd since. Believe me, | was glad
to hear from you. Once more | confess | was tog Mriting to you before, but it
was not because | did not think about you, or tn&ugh of you. My mind is
not always in a working mood, and | therefore bebe excused for all delays. |
expect to be right hereafter.

| have spent about five weeks on my new circlufind the country rough
and broken, but the people appear to be very knddcéever. Every round | come
within four miles of my brother and sister. | haween to visit them twice since |
have been in this country. | expect to spend #larte of the year pleasantly.
My colleague is a young man, without the ordersdptize, so | have all the
marrying and baptizing to do. spliced one couple in last Thursdayand on
next Sabbath morning, before preaching, | will hagreen young ladies to baptize
and take them into full membership. | have baptizeveral children this year,
but have never baptized any young ladies. | exjoegét the shakes a little about
that time.

We intend to hold a campmeeting on our circug gf@ar, commencing on
the last day of August. | hope we may have a gow | would be glad if you
could enjoy the meeting with us. There will be amyount of camps in this
country this season. | have been ordered to @éethout | think | will only attend
two besides our own. | expect to take the timerd to visit you ladyship.

Owing top the camps, | expect it will be the lasSeptember before | can reach
your country. | shall go as early as possibleang to see you, and some of the
friends in that country.

My colleague is a man that is about six feet fn@hes high, weighing
about 200. When you see him in the pulpit, hegiressa magnificent appearance.
He has a voice like a locomotive. When he geteuhdl headway there is no
stop to him. He is a perfect engine himself, andddition to that he is very fond
of the ladies. It is as good as an Animal Shoset® him walk with a small lady.
But after all he is a clever fellow. We get alorggy pleasantly.

" The colleague was Joseph Reeder King (1832-188f) was not ordained a deacon able to
perform the sacraments of the church until theofeihg March. As noted later in the letter, J.R.
was known as a giant of a man, both physicallyspidtually. April 1, 1861, he was married to
Julia Hewitt, the daughter of the Thomas Hewitt vidnought the formal charges against her uncle
Franklin E. Hewitt as described in the article lo@ging on page 30 of this volume.
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The spirituality of the people in this countrynist very good, but we are
praying for a revival all over the circuit.
Give my regards to John and the wife, also to Arvite soon. Address
Clearfield, etc.
From your affectionate friend,
J.T.C.

EXHIBITH
Clearfield October 21, 1860

To Miss Sue McElfish,

Dear friend. According to promise | now seat nifyseinform you of my
welfare and the manner in which | arrived hdinkexpected to get to Bedford,
but did not. It was owing to the roads being Veagl. | stayed over night in
Centerville. The next day by noon | was in Bedfeeamained there until the next
morning, then proceeded homewards. | traveled ésrthat day, which caused
my colt to be very tired. We rested the next mogni She was right side up, with
care. | traveled 20 miles again until one o’cloakgd there put up with cousin
John Shires until the next morning, which was Sktyr That left me 37 miles to
drive that day, but | reached home by sun dowate Imy supper and went to
church— but being very tired | preached a very short sernésmissed the
congregation, and went to my staying place and wehéd. The next morning |
was ready for my work.

| now confess my visit over to your country wasyvgleasant indeed.

My journey over there and back was somewhat tiresand lonely, but the
manner in which | enjoyed myself while there amqggaid all my trouble. The
morning | left you was somewhat trying, althoudtept my feelings down as
much as possible. But if you could have understbecheaving of my heart, it
would have revealed more than you would have erpecBut | knew there was
no other way for me than to go alone. But that m@sas | wished it to be. But |
look forward to a better day. There appears ta beonger attachment for the
one | love than ever previous to my visit to yoauwetry. Indeed it had always
been strong, but | feel that it is still growirg and | hope it is still increasing on
both sides.

The morning | asked the Old Latfipr my better half, | met her on the
road as | was taking my horse to water it. It &#ppé that Providence favored me
with a good opportunity. | told her that | had cluded to take Sue away after a
while, and | wished to know if she had any objetsio The manner in which she

8 John apparently followed through on his promisEsxhibit F to visit Sue in "September or
October" and now is heading back to his appointment

° This is a curious way for John Cole to refer ts&us mother, Anna Wilson McElfish. John
McElfish, Susan's father, had died many years ptevyiin 1834. Later in the letter it appears that
John borrowed a buggy for his ride back home artd/ase on his circuit. The fate of that buggy
and John's concern to make things right financeéya recurring theme in subsequent letters and
reveal both John's genuine affection for Mrs. Midhlfand his desire to be honest in his dealings.
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answered me was as follows. She said, “I beli@mte-nyou are both old enough
to judge for yourselves.” She appeared to be ptyfeatisfied. | thanked her for
her civility. | think she thought she might as @ satisfied, for we would do as
we pleased. She then wanted to know when it wbejdut that | could not tell
— only that it would be some time next year.

The old buggy stood it finely. | came home eatlen | want. | have it
now at the shop. | expect it will soon come out, ldo not expect to use it this
winter.

You will please give my love to John and Bellesll'Belle to take good
care of her papoose. Tell her if it should getkevat night, she must get up and
light a paper candle so that strangers may haté tiiggo to bed by.

I will be glad to hear from you soon. From yotfeetionate friend,

C.T.J. [sic]

EXHIBIT |
Clearfield December 20, 1860

To Miss Sue,

Dear friend. After my respects to you and frigridsasten to reply to
your letter | received a few weeks hence and wag glad to hear from you.

| am getting along as well as possible, althoulghvle been labouring very
hard since | saw you. Our meetings have almosedoma close for this year.

We have three yet to hold and then we are throagthfs season. We number
about 60 conversions this year.

Well, Sue, there appears to be no end to my tesubl'he trouble to
which | refer to now is of a peculiar kind and éfeinder obligation to inform you
of the fact. This trouble is with the ladies, ady, on the circuit | traveled last
year’® Through my sport, and in the presence of onvontitnesses, | told her
that if she had no objections | would marry kerand it appears that she has
taken it in earnest, which | never intended to dthought she so perfectly
understood me that she knew that | was just intspash* has been telling them
that | intended to marry you. When | heard th& sfas preparing to marry me, |
wrote to her that if she considered what had palssegleen her and me an
engagement she should release me. She did noeanswletter, but engaged
some person to write to the Elder that | had disappd her and wished to have
me brought before the Conference for trial.

Well, Sue, she need not try to scare me to maryrhthat manner. She
can't doit. | know who | have promised to marryand that person | intend to
marry if she does not back out, that is you. Ydliplease say nothing about this
affair. 1 thought it my duty to let you know thact, because it may reach you in a
different light. | have given you the matter jastit is. | am not able to tell what
you will think of it. | don’t wish you to think ks of me for this trouble. | am

9 The reference is to the Clinton Circuit, wherenlad his home base in Hyner.
" Henry M. Ash (1849-1910) served Clinton Circui60861 and was John Cole's successor there.
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perfectly innocent of the whole matter, but | detl her that | would marry her
it was sport, and | thought she understood it ab.siNow | expect to hear from
you soon. Give my regards to John and wife.
Your affectionate as ever,
J.T.C.

EXHIBIT J
Clearfield January 28, 1861

To Miss Sue Mc.

Dear friend. | received your Noel in letter a fdays since and was truly
glad to hear from you once more. In the first plawill say | have just one
round more to make on my circuit. We are now hajddur last Quarterly
Meeting. Our P.E. was not with us, neither dicsbed us a preacher in his place.
We had to be Elder ourselves. We are considetzdati with our finances, but |
think in our last round we will get it all. We hahad about 75 conversions this
year. About 80 have joined the church.

I learn from your letter that the people in yoauntry have become tired
being alone. The people in our country are inf@eteh the same disease. Any
amount of people have tied themselves up this y&ae reason to be assigned
for this is that last year, leap year, the ladi@gehmade good use of their time.
There are others on this side that would like tef ey could. That lady of mine
that would like to catch me is a trap. | have Odart little about it since | last
wrote to you. | suppose you hear as much if natentioan | do. | have heard that
H.M. Ash is making himself very busy in the matter, which | expect to talk to
him like a father when | get to see him. | wilsjisay to you that you need not
fear in regard to the engagement between you and steall stand to it if | must
forfeit my membership in the Conference, but | hagdears in regard to it. |
know not where my lot shall fall next year, but wdeer it may fall | want you to
share part of it with me- unless you have changed your mind. On that point
trust you have not.

| should like to see you very much. But | thingannot until the time
mentioned when | was over unless | should change my mind on that point and
go sooner. | trust you are enjoying yourself wélly regards to all inquiring
friends. | will be glad to hear from you once mbedore Conference.

From your sincere friend,

J.T.C.

EXHIBIT K
Center Line March 29, 1861

To Miss Sue McElfish,

Dear Friend. After my respects to you and friendigsten to write you a
few words to inform you of my whereabouts. | hastirned from Conference a
few days time. | take the personal opportunitietoyou know that 1 am still
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alive, although not well. | contracted a cold oy return from Conference and
have not been at all well since. On last evenisgffered more than | have done
for years, with a severe pain in my head and stomaéeel some better today.

| did expect to go to my field of labor this weékit owing to my
indisposition | shall have to wait until | get kegtt My labor, as far as traveling is
concerned, will be easy. | have but two appointisieand they are but two miles
apart. |think they are in a very pleasant coyrdihough | have never been
there. | can not speak definitely in regard to it.

| expected some difficulty in Conference with theaty that | wrote to you
about some time ago, but all passed off smootBIyt the matter is not yet
settled. She still insists that | must marry hiethink she might as well save her
breath, for marry her | will not- no, not if she were the last female in the world.

| wrote you sometime since that H.M. Ash tookandtagainst me in that
matter, but | believe | was wrong. | therefore fée taking back all | have said
concerning him.

My head pains very much and | must close. | shadk remain faithful to
you. Please address to Nippenose Valley, Lyco@Giognty Pa.

J.T. Cole

EXHIBIT L
Nippenose June 12, 1861

To my respected friend Sue,

After my respects to you and friends, | hastegive you some very
unexpected news. | have never sit down with sohmelzictance in my life as |
do so at this time from the fact that you are disapted and my matrimonial
happiness is forever blasted. No doubt you wél Burprised when | tell you that
| am married.

Now, Sue, | do not believe there is a man livingt feels as miserable as |
do at present. You may think | say this in ora@esd¢reen myself from the manner
in which | have treated you, but God knows it i3 aay. | could almost wish that
I did not live. If any person had told me one nioatjo that | would have married
any lady but you, | should have said it was a fateel. My love this day is
stronger for you than any other lady on earth. W@y think this is strong talk,
after having one that they call my wife. It isostg, but it is true.

My intentions were pure toward you ever since ingt falked upon the
matter. Can you believe me? | know it is harbebeve now, since the manner
in which | have acted toward you. | can make Udsgocstronger language than to
say it is in fact really so. Circumstances somesiralter cases. In this case there
appeared to be no other alternate. If there had,deshould have proved true to
you.

Now, Sue, can you find a place in your heart tgiiee me. If you can, it
will afford me a great deal of pleasure. But it,dowill suffer all that you can put
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on me. | know that | have treated you badly, bay@od help you to forgive
me. | have suffered more already than you canimeag

Allow me to make that watch a present to youl. kiiew any possible way
| could comfort you for the disappointment, | wowdlingly do it. How shall |
do it, Sue? | would to God | had never been bdrhis is a hard saying, but | feel
just as | write.

Now, Sue, | will ask you to write once more to ihgou do not feel too
much provoked so to do. | have not received ardétbm you since Conference.
I have looked long and steady for one, but noneecaimvrote to John since |
wrote to you. | told him in his letter that | walube glad to hear from you if you
had not gone off South. | received an answer fném but he did not say one
word about you. Likely you did not get my lastéet Tell your mother that |
will send her that money for the buggy the firsod@pportunity.

With these remarks I close, but must subscribeethysur friend,

J.T.C.

EXHIBIT M
Nippenose August 30, 1861

To Miss Sue,

Dear friend, for such | shall ever call you. ¢eeved your letter about two
hours since. | avail myself of the present monternswer it. | hardly know
how to commence. But you have called my atterttioseveral points in your
letter.

First, you want to know if the lady | married whg one that | wrote to
you about last winter. | answer that she is notever made an engagement with
her, and | never intended to marry her. | maraediss Shies.

You also wanted to know why | did not fulfill temgagement with you.
That is the only question that I am not willingaieswer. Sue, that is a question
that no one knows but God and myself. | couldamswer that question under
any consideration. If there was a soul on eavtbuld tell it to, it would be you.
But | say this: it was not because | lost any ditecfor you, or any thing that
would reflect upon your ladyship. 1 find no fairityou whatever. God knows
that to be true.

| tell you. Sue, | never expect to answer thattjoa on this side of
eternity. Anything else you want to know, if I canswer, | will do it with the
greatest of pleasure. | never can, nor | nevdy 8aly a word against you in this
world.

Secondly, you wished me to send your likeness.balkv, Sue, | do not
like to do that. You state that | can not apprtecianow. Let me say that | think
more of that than | do of my life. | do not wisbuyto insist on my sending it
back. If you please, allow me to keep it. Butali insist on my sending it back,
| shall do so. But | would rather not.
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| say as | said in my other letter, that | am gatris so— as much so as
you can be. | hope you will try to forget it a®eas you can. Now, Sue, | shall
be gad to hear from you at any time.

From you friend and well wisher,

J.

Tell your mother that | have done the best | cdaldget that money for
her. But I think | will not be able to get it beéothe month of November, and
then | will send it to her. J.

EXHIBIT N
[no place stated] [no date given]

| confess | have caused you trouble and sorrow.adMions have deprived
me of your company, and you have deprived me ofastegrain of consolation
by demanding your likeness. O wretched man that.| When shall this
darkness fall from my eyes.
Farewell, Sue. But | hope we may meet again.
J.

This ends the series of letters and the unfoldinthe tragic saga of Reuv.
John T. Cole and Miss Susanna McElfish. It is ae=si that the "likeness"
referred to is a photograph.

The article closes with two appendices, essentib# remaining contents
of the files on John T. Cole. Appendix A givesethiletters pertaining to the trial
held by a committee during the annual conferencd8d2: the letter of John
McElfish bringing charges on behalf of his sist@nd two letters of John Cole
explaining his absence from conferenee and his desire to continue in the
ministry, even if it must be in another conferendde correspondence is directed
to James Sanks (1806-1862), the presiding eldethtoBellefonte District— of
which John Cole's Nippenose Circuit was a partctviiact made him the one to
deal with the charges at the March 1862 Annual @mmice in Baltimore MD.

Appendix B gives the official account of the trialohn Cole was unable
to attend because of iliness, and the trial wasppogd for a few days in the
possibility that the accused might yet arrive. Thart of trial found the accused
guilty of all charges and expelled him from the i, thereby removing any
possibility of transfer to another conference.

Since the charges sustained were "breach of pedrAND "immorality",
and considering the strange and rapid turn of eyenis tempting to conclude
things not specifically stated in either the ledter the trial. And while reading
between the lines and noting recurring patternthénletters may lead to several
other reasonable inferences about John Cole, walysittose by recognizing the
difficulties inherent in responding to God's calla fallen world.
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Appendix A. Letterspertainingto the ecclesiastical trial of John T. Cole.

Flintstone March 1, 1862
Dear Brother Sanks,

I am compelled from the treatment that iis{es Susan has received from John T.
Cole to present the following charge of immoralgpecification, breach of promise of
marriage.

I have informed him that | would presemtlat Conference. It is impossible for me
to attend, but | will place all the letters in ti@nd of Brother Gwynn, who will see that
they go before the Committee.

| do this at my sister’s request who feéedsself much grieved.

Your Brother,
John McElfish
For Susan McElfish

Harrisburg March 5, 1862

To Rev. J. Sanks,

Dear brother. | am sorry that | have bdetained, but it appears altogether
unavoidable. | came to this place on yesterdaly thié morning train and took severely
ill, and | have not been able to get further.

| have an attack of the pleurisy in theesiahd have suffered greatly since my
arrival. | thought I would be able to go on in thight train, but | failed in that. From
present indications, | will have to remain heredeveral days. | think it proper that |
should give you and the Conference some knowleflgeyavhereabouts. If | recover in
time to get on to Conference before it closes|lida so.

But if | should not, | shall call upon ytwattend to the business that would devolve
on me were | there- that is, as far you can.

| would say in regard to those debts tkat upon me. | am ready to meet them at
any time. | had intended to meet them at Conferglot as | have been detained it will
necessarily have to be deferred a few days longer.

| ask you, if you please, to place my dasfere the Conference for a transfer to the
Rock River Conference. | will feel under greatigation to you, the Conference, if it is
granted. However, | subject to the decision ofGloaference.

Yours truly,

J.T. Cole

Halfmoon March 10, 1862

To Rev. J. Sanks,
Dear Brother. | am still unable to readnference. | remained in Harrisburg
longer, until last Saturday, and | am now just dblbe out of my bed half of the time.
You will please attend to my transfer.olmbt expect to be out much for two weeks.
I am now with my brothers in Huntingdon County.
Yours truly,
J.T. Cole
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Appendix B. Transcriptsof the ecclesiastical trial of John T. Cole.

March 10, 1862

The Court of Trial met at 3 o’clock PM: H. Furlgrahairman; R.D. Chambers,
secretary. Brother Kalbfus led in prayer. Théofelng brethren answered to their
names at the call of the roll: Josiah Forrest, B5keen, G. Stevenson, H.G. Dill, C.
Kalbfus, J.S. McMurray, William Harden, J.McK. Rsjl J.H. Dashiell, E.W. Kirby, E.
Welty, A.M. Creighton, and J.H. DeMoyer.

On motion of Brother McMurray, F.B. Riddle was apyied to conduct the
prosecution in the case of John T. Cole, and Wiillawynn to conduct the case in behalf
of the defense.

Brother McMurray offered a motion to adjourn ttese, for the present, and to
request the secretary to write to John T. Cole upercase in hand. Brother Kirby
offered as a substitute that the case be refesrttetPresiding Elder of Bellefonte
District. The substitute was lost, and the origimation prevailed.

March 14, 1862

The Court of Trial met, pursuant to adjournmen8 a’clock PM: H. Furling,
chairman; R.S. Chambers, secretary. Prayer bynBrdt McK. Reiley. Members
present: J. McK. Reiley, E. Welty, J.S. McMurray\E Kirby, J.A. DeMoyer, H.G. Dill,
B.H. Crever, George Stevenson, J. Forrest, J.HhiBhsA.M. Creighton, C. Kalbfus;
Finly, prosecution; J.L. Deale, defense.

Bill of charges presented.

Charge— Immorality.
Specification— Breach of promise of marriage.

The prosecution presented as testimony letterkadar
A,B,C,D,E,F,G,H,I,J,K,L,M.

William Gwynn called by the prosecution.

Question by George Stevenson: Are you acquaintddBvbther Cole?
Answer: No more than a Conference acquaintance.

Question by C. Kalbfus: What is the character stiesiMcElfish?
Answer: She bears an unquestionable characteris $i@us.
Question by J.A. DeMoyer: Is she a member of the.NLhurch?
Answer: She is.

The prosecution and defense agreed to submitagewithout argument.
Brother McMurray moved that the specificatienbreach of promise of marriage be
sustained, which prevailed unanimously. Brothdkmoved that the charge of
immorality be sustained, which prevailed unanimpusl

Brother Stevenson moved that John T. Cole be aruyhs expelled, which
prevailed unanimously.

On motion, the secretary was authorized to sigmtmes of the Court to the
finding. On motion, the Court adjourned.
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The Susquehanna Conference
in the United Methodist Church

Later this year, the United Methodist Church wolhce again have a
Susquehanna Conference. Within United Methodism®,Susquehanna Confer-
ence was created November 14, 1964. In 1968 tusastical body officially
became the Susquehanna Conference of the Uniteablfiet Church.

On October 18, 1969, the Susquehanna Conference¢heofUnited
Methodist Church joined with other mid-state Unitddthodist congregations to
become the Central Pennsylvania Conference of thiget) Methodist Church.
The name of the new conference and the date oltien were deliberately
chosen to coordinate with statewide efforts to geoize the denomination's
structure and ministry in Pennsylvania. The presiweek on October 11, 1969,
congregations to the west voted to join and bectimeWestern Pennsylvania
Conference. The following week on October 25, 198Mhgregations to the east
voted to join and become the Eastern Pennsylvanidetence.

On June 4, 2009, the Central Pennsylvania Cordergnted to return to
the name Susquehanna Conference. The change waptpd by the union of
the conference with the Pennsylvania congregaténise WWyoming Conference,
named for the Wyoming Valley in northeastern Pelvasya. To adequately
identify the conference within national and globahtexts, the tentative logo for
the new conference's letterhnead and website expltiat the Susquehanna
Conference is "A Pennsylvania Conference of theddnMethodist Church."

While both the old and the new Susquehanna Camfese covered
churches in Central Pennsylvania, there are gebgratifferences. The old
Susquehanna Conference of the United Methodist dbhatso included area
outside Pennsylvania but was limited to the watsishf the Susquehanna River
and its extension, the Chesapeake Bay. The newu8Shanna Conference is
limited to Pennsylvania but also includes areafiénwatersheds of the Delaware,
Ohio and St. Lawrence Rivers.

The final vote to make the name change officiaddseduled for the June
12, 2010, special session to formally unite therBglvania congregations of the
present Wyoming and Central Pennsylvania Confesencehat session will be
held in Williamsport PA at the Cultural Arts Centand will include the
ordinations of the Pennsylvania candidates approyatie two Conferences.



