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BENDERSVILLE:
TALES OF AN EVANGELICAL CONGREGATION

The Evangelical Association was once relativelgragrin Adams County,
but the denominational split of 1894 wounded thevemoent beyond recovery.
By 1900, only the Idaville Church in the extremerthern part of the county
remained. It was the zealous enthusiasm for thielggious that at the same time
empowered growth of the Evangelical Associatiorldd the split, and aroused
the opposition of the established churches. I kst area, Bendersville and
Adams County is a microcosm of the Evangelical Asgmon in Central
Pennsylvania, and the vignettes recounted hereddmeilrepeated with different
names to tell the stories of several counties.

The more established Lutheran, Reformed and Preisiytdenominations
were highly critical of the emotionalism and prgseing associated with all
three of United Methodism’s predecessor bodiesEtrengelicals and Methodists
and the United Brethren. But it was the EvangHick®ecause they were
generally the most outspoken and less conciliadbthe three, that tended to bear
the brunt of the persecution. The first vignetsatibes an incident in the apple
country of Bendersville that made it all the waythe Big Apple of New York
City.

Individual congregations in all three of United Metlism’s predecessor
bodies typically met in homes, schoolhouses, or manity churches before
erecting their own structures. And sometimes andriilding was in place, the
real underlying personality and financial problebegan to surface. The second
vignette follows the Bendersville congregation tigh such a cycle.

The material in the second vignette comes fromrdsearch notes of
Charles Gladfelter of the Adams County HistoricatiBty. The Chronicle thanks
Dr. Gladfelter for granting access to his notes famgermission to print them in
this form.

The endnotes are numbered continuously and fol@xsécond vignette.
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PERSECUTION OF “THE ALBRIGHTS”
New York Spectator, 1818

editor’s note: The following article appears on @&gof theNew York Spectator
for Thursday, November 19, 1818. It represents ohe¢he earliest reliable
documented accounts of the kind of persecution that followers of Jacob
Albright had to endure. Note that the preachemrewet only harassed, but also
actually beaten. Purchased by the conference vashin 2006, the original
newspaper is kept in the Bendersville EV foldetha closed church files. The
article comes from th&lew York Spectator, as reprinted from th¥ork Gazette.
The endnotes, which appear at the end of the sadgndtte, have been added by
The Chronicle.

RELIGIOUS RIGHTS VINICATED
Fromthe York (Penn.) Gazette

Court of Quarter Sessions, Adams County
present — Hamilton president
Scott, associate
Shaeffe}; associate
Commonwealth vs. Christian Arridind several others
Indictment — first count: riot
second count: assault and battery

In this case it appears that a number of thosgioak people called
“Albrights” (who agree in doctrine with, but diffein discipline from, the
Methodist Episcopal Church) had assembled at theseh@f a Mr. Bendér a
member of the society, for the purpose of religiaasship. The defendants also
assembled there and committed several acts of pepr@onduct in and about the
house — such as disputing with and contradictiegptfeachers, using opprobrious
language, and finally beating them.

This being the case — involving not whether thébtights” are perfectly
right in their doctrine and discipline, but whethemy people of any sect and
denomination of Christians have a right under caw land Constitution to
“assemble and meet together” and worship God withaoiestation — it excited
not a little interest. The testimony having bedased on the part of the
Commonwealth as well as for the defendants, Judgmiltbn delivered a very
able charge to the jury in substance as follows.

“If there be any one blessing which, more thantlae distinguishes this
country from all others, it is that of religioubdirty. In other countries there is an
established religion, a religion of state, ando#ifiers and sects differing from it
are either considered as heresy or are merelyatettrand merely suffered to
exist — without any rights, without the hope of teaiion from outrage and



36 The Chronicle

molestation. In a word, other countries proteat sact and tolerate or suppress
the rest according as it may suit their prejudieashile this country gives equal
protection to all.

“Nevertheless, such is the proneness of our natuappress those who
differ from us in points of religious doctrine adiscipline, that sects which have
themselves been persecuted become the most vafl@ersecutors in their turn,
when the arm of civil authority is on their sid€ivil and ecclesiastical history are
full of examples. Even the celebrated Knox, ththda of the Presbyterian
Church, was so eager to suppress all sects nohigpisg as he did that he is
said to have exclaimed that he would not advisedit the form of legal process
— but that they should be cut off unheard and edtri

“This court is not only bound to execute our lamsfavor of religious
liberty, but would be bound to declare unconstitodil any act made to abridge it.
The world is strangely apt to persecute any seafepsing to be more rigid, and
endeavoring to live a more pure life, than thoseualthem. But we are not to
condemn — much lest molest them. We do not knowtlmat they are as we
profess to be — the sincere followers of JesussChri

“In a word, all denominations of worshippers ofridghty God, whose
doctrine and mode of worship are not subversivmofality, are to be protected
in this country. It is true that in a neighborisigte the sect of Christians called
Shaking Quakers had excited the public attentiotatef — and it did appear that
their tenets were such as to break down all théndtgon of sex and condition,
and struck at the very root of society, and werpaagntly subversive of civil
government. But whatever may be the effect ofrtiemnets, we are not now
called upon to give them a judicial investigation.

“It is clear, however, that the ‘Albrights’ (or ‘EBwgelical Association’)
are not such. Their doctrine is that of the g&taproportion of the Christian
world. They appear to correspond with the fornGokpel Truth, etc., etc.”

The Judge, in truth, very ably and eloquently ckdrtihe jury. The above
sketch is far from doing justice to him. It is ygrobable his honor’s language
has been misrepresented and his sentiments nptsfalied. But such appears to
the writer of this to have been the substance of it

The jury, after a few hours of deliberation, reeara verdict against three
of the defendants of guilty of assault and battand against four of assault only,
and two they acquitted. The court sentenced GdmisArndt to pay a fine of
thirty dollars and undergo an imprisonment of threeks, and to pay the costs of
prosecution. The others were sentenced to fineimpdsonment, or fine only,
together with costs, according to the greater es ldegree of the crime they
appear to have committed.

We commend the course pursued in Adams CountyheyGrand and
Traverse Juries, to those of a neighboring courttgre, in a similar case, the
preachers of the Gospel were sentenced to payote € in addition to having
been beaten while preaching.
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THE BENDERSVILLE CONGREGATION
Charles Gladfelter, 1975

The Evangelical Association work in the Bendetsvdrea began about
1810 when Conrad Bender received early itinerangs.class was formed in
Bendersville in 1814. Originally the preaching velmse in private homes. The
Methodists and Evangelicals held services for & timthe “yellow house” along
the Hunterstown road — this is believed to havenlzeldg structure owned jointly
by the two denominations. The first church buigdin the village of Bendersville
was a frame structure erected in 1839. All denations worshiped in this
church. The Methodists erected their own buildingl840, the Lutherans in
1857, and the Evangelicals in 1858.

Early References

The following references to Evangelical Associatativity in
Bendersville appear in the diary of William B. Wits These meetings would
have been held in the 1839 frame building. It app¢hat there were
October/November revival meetings each fall.
October 26, 1839 Albright meeting began
June 11, 1843 Albright meeting in Bendersville
November 4, 1844  Albright meeting in Bendersville
October 18, 1845 at Albright meeting
October 21, 1848 Albright meeting

Transfer of Property

On February 6, 1858, Benjamin Irvin of Bendersvdled his wife Sarah
granted a lot along Main Street to the followingstee$ of the Evangelical
Association: Henry BendérWilliam Walhey and Daniel Rice, all of Menallen
township. The price was $150, and the size wad.548quare feet. This is part
of the property conveyed

by patent May 15, 1811 to John Schlusser

from John Schlusser  August 31, 1814 to AftliSadler

from William Sadler ~ March 29, 1819  to Jac@band Henry Bend@r
from J & H Bender April 1, 1840 to Benjaniimin

An 1858 map shows an “Evangelical Association Chiuon the east side
of Main Street. It was known as the Bendersvilleagel of the Evangelical
Association, and the 1872 atlas identifies it syrgs the “Bendersville Chapel.”

When the split in the Evangelical Association ocedr in 1894,
Bendersville followed the majority of the Centrarfsylvania in siding with the
dissident United Evangelical faction. As the csuruled the Evangelical
Association to be the legal owner of all the proypethe congregation had to re-
purchase their own building or erect a new one.cofdingly, on September 3,
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1895 a deed for the property was issued from “thent@l Pennsylvania
Conference of the Evangelical Association of Ndktherica to A.W Koons, W.
Spertzel, and John Naugle, in trust for the Bendlézscharge of the United
Evangelical Church.” The sale price, if any, wppaently not specified.

It is not known how healthy the congregation wamadiately prior to the
denominational split, but in 1895 it was appareimtlyno condition to continue.
Just one month after receiving the property trisstégons, Spertzel and Naugle
issued a new deed. On October 12, 1895 those the¥e “in trust for the
Bendersville charge of the United Evangelical Churdeeded the land and
building “to E.E. Carson, D.R. Toner, W.L. Snydall, of Bendersville, trustees
of the Montana Lodge 653 of the I.O.O.F.” The galee was $425.

Local Testimony

On February 22, 1975, the author spoke to long-trtesdent Clayton
Starner of Aspers. Mr. Starner did not recall d&yangelical” church in
Bendersville, but instead he knew of an “Albrigletiurch. He said his mother
once belonged there, and that the building wagddc&@long Main Street toward
Wenksville, north of the bank.” He indicated thengregation disbanded
“perhaps as long ago as 1888” and that the propesysold to the Odd Fellows.
This local testimony supports the scenario recanttd from the available legal
documentation.

Other local testimony identifies the structurdlesone later purchased by
Dale Clark. It is interesting to note the consisteeference, from the 1839 diary
of William Wilson to the 1975 recollections of &ton Starner, to the congrega-
tion as “Albright” and not “Evangelical Associatién
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about midway between the center of town and thenbtist Church.
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End Notes for both vignettes.

! James Hamilton (1752-1819) was President Judgeedflinth Judicial District, which included
Adams County, 1805-1819. He was born in Irelardliemmigrated to America sometime before
the Revolutionary War. He resided in Carlisle ara a member of the Board of Trustees of
Dickinson College from 1794 until his death Mar@) 1819. Charles Coleman Sellers’
Dickinson College: A Historypage 146) states that he was an Episcopaliamieddo the
daughter of an Anglican priest, and “very hostiledligion” — but that “on the bench he was
inclined to be heavily dignified and prolix.”

2 Adams County was created from York County on Jan2a, 1800. In early April 1800,
Governor Thomas McKean established the local jadycsystem by appointing William Scott
(who had been in charge of organizing and traitiregYork County militia from 1780 to 1792)
and two others as the county’s first associategaddn the words of the Adams County
Bicentennial Committee, “These three men would leanthny of the cases coming before the
courts. They were not lawyers, but citizens in vehpglgment and good sense the governor and
those on whom he relied had confidence.” Thafidence was apparently justified, for 18 years
later William Scott was still serving in that pasit. The obituary of William Scott in 1823
asserted that he had been "intimately acquired mvihy of the important changes of his country,
and especially with the eventful circumstances hjctvit became a free and independent
republic.”

% Daniel Sheffer (1783-1880) was born in York PAeatled Harvard University, studied
medicine in Philadelphia and commenced practicéoat Springs PA. He was associate judge of
Adams County 1813-1837. After serving one tern8{t89) in the US House of Representatives
and failing to be re-elected, he resumed the maci medicine. He was a delegate to the
Democratic National Convention in 1848, died in K &prings, and is interred in the Old
Lutheran Cemetery there.

* Christian Arndt was born in Arendtsville on Mart, 1795. He was the son of Peter Arndt and
Catherine Oyler Arndt, and the grandson of immigtkatob Arndt who came from Germany in
1731.

® This is likely Conrad Bender (1755-1823), whoi®Wn to have received itinerant Evangelical
preachers as early as 1810 — or it could be hidHermy Bender (1786-1863), who was also an
active Evangelical.

® While this may or may not have caused any probliertise congregation, it is interesting to note
the relationship between the three original truste®illiam Walhey's mother was a Bender and
his wife was a Rice. Trustee Henry Bender waseitim uncle (Henry) or a cousin (Henry H.) to
William Walhey. While the exact relationship beemerustee Daniel Rice and Catherine Rice
(Mrs. William) Walhey has yet to be establisheds ibelieved to be a close one.

" This is likely Henry Bender (1786-1865), a brott®Elizabeth Bender Walhey (1776-1864), the
mother of fellow trustee William Walhey — althougimay be his son Henry H. Bender (1838-
1878).

& william Walhey (1816-1894) was likely no strangerthe conflicts experienced by the spiritual
sons of Jacob Albright — his father John Walhey6@7819) was a Catholic, and his mother
Elizabeth Bender Walhey (1776-1864) was an EvaogleliFollowing the death of his first wife
Catherine Rice (1825-1871), he married Ruth Wildhs. Even though he was an original
trustee of the Evangelical property, for some redsodid not remain with the domination. By
the 1880’s, he and his second wife were active neesntif the Bendersville Methodist
congregation — and he was serving as a trustestanaurd.

® Jacob C. Bender (1782-1865) and Henry Bender (1888) were brothers.




