Stevens Memorial United Methodist Church:
Humble Beginnings, A Glorious Past, A Continuing Presence

Stevens Memorial United Methodist Church of Hamig ceased to
exist April 18, 2004. When its membership peake@d2®0 in 1953, Stevens
Memorial was the largest membership church in tleat@l Pennsylvania
Conference of the Methodist Church. The year 18 marked the
dedication of the Stevens Memorial $131,000 Claisttducation Unit — debt
free within 3 years after it was consecrated inQL93t was the practice in
Methodism to consecrate a building when it was tetkcand to dedicate it
only when the entire debt had been removed.

But 1953 was also the beginning of a gradual decin the life of
Stevens Memorial Church and the surrounding neidgidmm. Reading the
conference journals with 20-20 hindsight, one ca@ the handwriting on the
wall — for 1953 was the last year for Ridge Aver@ieurch in downtown
Harrisburg, and 1954 marked the first appearanc€advary Church in the
suburbs.

To its credit, Stevens Memorial Church continuedbé an effective
witness for Christ to the very end. During itsdliryears Stevens Memorial
opened its doors to various ministries servingithmediate community and
sponsored annual street fairs emphasizing neigblbdrpride and the desire of
the church to make a difference in people’s livesaddition, the congregation
maintained its building with pride, repairing arenodeling as if they planned
to remain well into the future. As a result, ouisphnic congregation in
Harrisburg, Iglesia Emmanuel Metodista, is ablemtove into an excellent
facility — and has even chosen to incorporate “&teV into its name and
become Stevens Emmanuel UMC.

The material transferred to the conference arshiwden Stevens
Memorial ceased to exist reveals a congregationwas vibrant to the end.
Indeed, a research paper analyzing the final yeathe congregation could
provide valuable insights for other inner-city cosmggptions facing similar
situations. Hopefully the “semi-success” of Stess&femorial will prove to be
a stepping stone between established inner-citgregiations pulling out in
the midst of dissension and decay and remainingdorporate neighborhood
residents into a unified body of growing Christians

In his sermon celebrating the transfer of the &thiMethodist property
and ministry from Stevens Memorial to Stevens EnggnBishop Neil Irons
preached on the prophetic transition from ElijahElssha as recorded in I
Kings 2. Just as Elisha asked of Elijah. “I pragé, let a double portion of thy
spirit be upon me,” the Bishop prayed for a doubdetion of the spirit of
Stevens Memorial to fall upon Stevens Emmanuel.
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To state and celebrate the origins of the Stevéhsmorial
Congregation, we present the Historical Recordrasgoved on the opening
pages of its original 1869-1889 membership booke Taterial was entered
as it happened, with the handwriting and style givaneach time different
persons added to the record. An asterisk is usdde printed account that
follows to indicate the beginning of a new entrywhkich was generally made
each March, just prior to annual conference andbégnning of a new fiscal
year.

The entries cover the period from the strugglingjitmeings of the
congregation until its incorporation on firm groumd1886 as the Thirteenth
Street Methodist Episcopal Church. The congregatias renamed the Rev.
Benjamin Fletcher Stevens Memorial Methodist EpistoChurch, for a
previous pastor, when the present building wastedda 1907.

To orient the reader, we preface the HistoricakcdR@ with the
description of the inscribed Lochiel Communion Séthe set has been on
permanent display at the conference archives sineas re-discovered and
displayed at annual conference about ten years @lge.description provides a
broad overview of some of the persons, places aedte mentioned in the
Historical Record.

L ochiel Communion Set

This communion set was presented to the Lochighbtst Episcopal
Church by Mrs. William Calder September 13, 1868.

When the Pennsylvania Steel Company was formeduime 1865,
William Calder and other Harrisburg businessmegetithe capital to locate
the company in what later became Steelton. Soorafes and communities
sprang up in the area. Grace ME Church in Harrgslsponsored mission
congregations in Baldwin [Steelton] and LochieheTformer group met in the
dining room of the General Boarding House untilitHest building was
erected in 1869; in 1877 they relocated to Fountd &ine Streets and
eventually became the First Methodist Church ofelst@. The latter
congregation, located between Harrisburg and $teeltvorshipped in a
company-owned building.

When the Lochiel furnace burned in 1872, the esgnwas acquired
by a Presbyterian who arranged for the servicedbd@oconducted by a
clergyman of that denomination. Mr. and Mrs. Calailed most of the Lochiel
ME members then transferred to the class meetinghen Mt. Pleasant
schoolhouse at Mulberry and Crescent Streets. 83,1 William Calder
purchased the property at Thirteenth and Vernoae®&rand resold it to the
“Allison Hill ME Church.”

The original 1873 structure was replaced by thes@mt sanctuary in
1909. Over the years the congregation has beewrk@g Allison Hill, Mt.
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Pleasant, Grace Mission, and Thirteenth Streetdaydhey are the Stevens
United Methodist Church.

Historical Record

* The first class of church members was formedachiel during the fall
of 1868 by Rev. George G. Rakestraw, who at tima¢ tivas pastor of the St.
Paul ME Church in Harrisburg. Brother Josiah Malowas appointed
leader. In the same year, the first class was édrin Baldwin by the same
preacher, and brother Martin Davis appointed aslelea In March 1869,
Lochiel and Baldwin were formed into a new chargd &ev. John Stringer
appointed the first pastor, Rev. R.H. Pattison 2ihg presiding elder.

During the spring of 1869 the ME Church was batltBaldwin and
dedicated June 37by Rev. R.H. Pattison DD, assisted by Rev. C.I.
Thompson, Rev. G.G. Rakestraw and Rev. J. Stringée church cost near
$4000.00. At the time of dedication a debt of s@&h200.00 remained.

When the charge was organized there were in alhtyvfive members
and four probationers. The infant society, thoygior and week, had to
struggle against numerous difficulties and opposgi At the end of the first
conference year there were thirty-five memberstangrobationers.

* In March 1870 Rev. W.C. Johnson was appointedthis charge.
During the year encouraging revival meetings weglg tboth in Lochiel and
Baldwin. Before the close of the year the membprshLochiel was greatly
diminished through the removal to other places @inynconnected at that
point. At Baldwin there were but few removals @wine accessions, so that at
the end of the year the aggregate membership wast dbe same as at its
commencement, there being in all thirty-six memlaerd fifteen probationers.
* At the conference session held March 1871, thiehBa appointment
was made a separate charge and Rev. J. Sayersit@pppastor. Allison’s
Hill was added to Lochiel, and Rev. W.C. Johnsos appointed preacher in
charge. On Wednesday evening May 10, the firgscia Allison’s Hill was
organized at the house of Mr. John Herman, eighpeesons having signified
their willingness to unite.

* At the conference session held March 1872, Ret. Ehurch was
appointed to this charge. During the year the leddiarnaces burning down,
they passed into other hands — who holding to tlest®terian faith desired a
preacher of their own denomination. At the closdgh® year Lochiel was
dropped.

* At the Chambersburg session of the Central Pdnasia Conference,
the city of Harrisburg by the action of the Genedtainference of '72 having
passed into the hands of the Central Pennsylvani#e@nce, held March
1873, Rev. T.S. Wilcox Jr. was appointed to AllisoHill charge. He found
upon the record the names of 20 members and oneatwoer. Rev.
Thompson Mitchell DD being presiding elder of thstuict.
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* In the latter part of August 1873, the piece odund on the corner of
13" and Vernon Streets — 149 by 120 — was secured hy\lliam Calder
from Mr. James Thompson and by him sold to “theisalt’s Hill ME
Church.” The cornerstone was laid, the officiatipdaving changed the name
of the church to “the Mt. Pleasant ME Church,” $epber 27, 1873, by Rev.
W.C. Johnson. The work on the building progressgddly until it was under
roof, when the charge was crippled by the pani¢hsd the force was very
much reduced, keeping but one or two men at wadutih the winter.

By the blessing of Divine Providence, the buildinmgs completed and
dedicated to the service of the Almighty God on MHy, 1874. The
congregation was quite small. The day was bedwiid weather very warm.
Dr. Holmes, pastor of Grace ME Church, preachetthénmorning on “Faith.”
Dr. Hamlin, the presiding elder of the district, the evening on “The
Necessity of Counting the Cost.” The collectiorerevably conducted by the
presiding elder; they resulted in the aggregateadnnection with what had
been raised before to $4000. The building cost0845 leaving $500
unprovided for.

This church, beautiful and attractive, as wellagreat blessing to the
community, will stand as a monument of the selfifiae and beneficence and
benevolence of these who, under the blessings gh Hieaven, are now
known as the Mt. Pleasant ME Church.

* During the conference year ending March 30, 18%6, large
subscription (some $1700) remained on the booksidnt being considered
impossible to collect any money during the reigniingancial crisis. At
Cumberland Valley Camp Meeting a subscription wesused amounting to
about $250, which was nearly all paid to the trest® assist the church, and
beyond this was there no money collected or pagl during the year. The
pastor at the above date gives it as his opiniaseth upon what he has been
able to gather of information, that the said MoRitgasant ME Church is so
failed financially from the fact that the peoplevhanot so much religion as
they have money.

* And now at the close of another conference yedq this day March
20, 1877, add a hearty amen to the above. H.N.W.

[No entry for 7 years.]

* At the conference session of March 1877, Rev.ligl V. Ganoe was
appointed pastor. He remained in charge but o, yes labors, however,
being attended with great success during his btaf.

At the following conference, March '78, the pastmpointed was the
Rev. John Stine, who also remained in charge beityear.

Rev. Daniel Hartman was appointed pastor of therathin March
1879, and was re-appointed the following year. Whihe close of his first
year, in consequence of the debt still resting fwan iroperty, amounting to
about $6000, it was sold at sheriff's sale, thecpaser being Mr. William
Calder, from who the lot had been purchased. Byplermission the society
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continued to worship in the church, without paymeitent, until his decease,
when his heirs gave the same permission.

Upon the recommendation of a joint committee, wiimg of three

members from Grace Church Harrisburg and three ttimPleasant Church,
the conference of March 1881, which met at Yorkargded the name from
“Mt. Pleasant” to “Grace Church Mission” and appeththe Rev. George M.
Hoke pastor, who was re-appointed the two followyegrs, thus remaining in
charge until March 1884.
* The end had in view in the change of name reteteoein the preceding
paragraph was this — viz., that Grace ME Churchhinigke this charge under
its fostering care. To further this object, theanjccommittee mentioned above
passed resolutions addressed to the Quarterly €mue of Grace Church
commending to it “Grace Church Mission” as a neadg worthy charge, and
asking that the said Quarterly Conference takeomackboking towards the
rendering of pecuniary assistance to said chargaese resolutions either
miscarried or, if they reached their destinatioerewnot acted upon.

In March of 1884 a communication was received lhg tecording
steward of this charge from the Quarterly ConfeeenicGrace Church stating
in effect that it was deemed inexpedient to makeféinial grant of money to
this charge, but further, that this charge might;tiwould, canvass for
subscriptions among the members of Grace Church. sdme extent this
privilege was used, about twenty dollars havingnbieis collected during the
conference year 1884-85.

C.V. Hartzell was appointed preacher in chargeBishop Harris in
March 1884. A four-weeks meeting held in Decendet January resulted in
the conversion of 16 souls and 13 successionsetohttirch on probation.

The estate of William Calder, deceased, was dividghe fall of 1884,
by which division Mrs. Kate Calder Turner became fhossessor of the
property occupied by this society. The pastoranuary ‘85 waited upon Mrs.
Turner and endeavored to make arrangement by w¥ecmight have a certain
tenure of the building. Mrs. Turner said that sves not there prepared to
make or receive propositions touching the dispasitof the property, but
would soon grant me a second interview where, Bbaght, a satisfactory
arrangement might be made. Up to date (March 188& promise has not
been redeemed. Mrs. Turner has in the meantime go@olorado (where her
husband, Rev. William Turner, is pastor of a Coggt®nal Church) and we
are simple “tenants at will.”

In view of the uncertain tenure of the church at=l effect on
attendance at the services in the church, as wgetinrathe finances, it was
resolved at the adjourned Quarterly Conference Nedch 9, 1885, that the
charge could not obligate itself to pay more th&a@or $400 salary during
the next conference year. The salary paid in 18B4was $434, a deficiency
of $71.
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* The Huntingdon conference of 1885 appointed Rewerace Lincoln
Jacobs pastor, this being his first charge. Tist Quarterly Conference, April
11, estimated salary at $475 — $50 of which wasdom rent — both of which
were paid in full. At this Quarterly Conferenceetlpastor reported the
probationers as doing well, the Sabbath Schooleasing in numbers and
having an average attendance for the quarter of B3bthe second Quarterly
Conference, July 4, the average attendance haglaised to 173 and the pastor
had become superintendent. This quarter 4 membens received by letter
and 4 on probation; 2 letters had been grantee tfind Quarterly Conference
convened October 3, and the fourth March 5, 1886the latter it was stated
that the Sabbath School had met all its expensdshad a surplus in the
treasury, and had increased its library fund. @hexd been 50 conversions, 4
received into full connection, 3 by letter, and @@ probation; 1, sister
Poffenberger, had died. All collections had besten, and the amounts in the
majority of cases were the largest yet lifted, tbatthe Missionary being
$45.00. At the close of the year there were 84 foémbers and 47
probationers.

* The annual conference of 1886, held in this cisappointed brother
Jacobs for a second year, Rev. H.C. Pardoe beewsydong elder. The board
of trustees at this time was composed of repreBeesaof each Methodist
church in the city — viz., William J. Adams, LewKsnter, John W. Leedy, J.J.
Miller, Jacob Seabourn, H.S. Sourbeer and E.Z. 0adt. This board met
March 5, 1886, organized, asked for a charter, deuwided that hereafter the
charge formerly known as Allison’s Hill, Mt. Pleadathen Grace Church
Mission, should bear the corporate name of Thitte&treet.
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