One Family’s Life

in Post-Civil War Central Pennsylvania
by Milton Loyer, 2002

This article is a story within a story. The inrsory is the daily account
of a New Cumberland area extended family immedidtdlowing the Civil War.
That story is presented in a series of letters ftbenKohler family in Pennsyl-
vania to their Bovenmyer relatives in lowa. Luk&2states that Jesus increased
in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God amah — suggesting that we are
beings with four dimensions: mental, physical, il and social. The Kohler-
Bovenmyer letters chronicle growth and developmergach of these areas over
an extended period.

The outer story is the account of how the letigese acquired by con-
ference archives, and the amazing series of raktips that unfolded as back-
ground material was gathered to interpret bothctir@ent and the context of the
correspondenceThe Chroniclewishes to thank all those from Pennsylvania to
California, from lowa to Texas, who have providedformation and spent
countless hours of research to produce the aitictae form in which it is now
presented.

The Story behind the Letters

In the search for materials relevant to United ielism in Central Penn-
sylvania, the conference archives noticed five 4@gil War letters for sale at a
modest price. They were written in New Cumberlamd purported to tell of
protracted meetings, a Negro camp meeting, andr atflgious phenomena.
Since both the Methodists and the United Brethrerevactive at that time in the
area, and since the references to protracted ngeedimd camp meetings made it
highly probable that at least one of these predecddnited Methodist denomina-
tions was involved, the letters were purchased.

The religious context of the letters was indeedhddist. To early circuit
riders, what is now the Baughman United Methodistit€h in New Cumberland
was known as the Longshore appointment. The woitdwo of the letters was
later, in 1872, married in the Baughman Methodipts€opal Church to John
Willett, a grandson of the original Longshore path. Furthermore, the 1904
funeral for the recipient of the majority of thetérs was held in an lowa Meth-
odist Episcopal church and conducted by a UnitextiBen pastor.

But it was the family context of the letters thgelded the most
remarkable results. The letters were from the Kiofdmily in New Cumberland
PA to the Bovenmyer family in Toledo IA. It waspgpent from the letters that
Mrs. Kohler (nee Leah Hoffman) and Mrs. Bovenmyerg Mary Hoffman) were
sisters, and that their children were first cousirige letters contained much news
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about other relatives, most notably other Hoffmanlireys and their families in
northern York County — Ann Hoffman Shaffer and Bbeth Hoffman Fishel.
There is also mention of a Hoffman brother someehstween Pennsylvania
and lowa, and another possible Hoffman sister indés.

Initial contacts with genealogists in the KohIBgvenmyer, Shaffer and
Fishel families to learn more about the Hoffman ifgriwere met with skepticism
and disbelief. When told of the four Hoffman sisteeach genealogist wanted to
know what evidence there was of such a relationslvpevery case, the family
had been traced back to a g-g-g-grandfather marrgirloffman — but there the
trail ended. None of the genealogists had beea t@btiscover anything about
their mysterious Hoffman g-g-g-grandmother, andenbad any idea that there
were at least three other genealogists pursuingaime ancestral family through a
different descendant.

The conference archives connected these perso@alifornia, Texas,
Ohio and lowa to pool their information. The fisgumbling block was that no
Hoffman family with daughters Leah, Mary, Ann anliz&beth could be found in
any census records. Within a few months, howemmich information was
reconstructed about this lost Hoffman family. B850, Mrs. Hoffman was
deceased and the children were living as follows £24) with her husband John
Shaffer in Monaghan township, Mary (23) with thechiel Cocklin family in
Upper Allen township, Leah (21) with her fatherthre house beside the John
Shaffers, Henry (20) with the Christian Herman fgmn Monroe township,
Elizabeth (18) with the Samuel Gleim family in Soiiddletown townshig.

Furthermore, the letters purchased by the conferanchives were only
the tip of an iceberg — for a large collection eftérs from Pennsylvania to the
lowa Bovenmyers was being sold in pieces. Theretvere written by Hoffman-
related adults and children to their Bovenmyerawd and cousins. They give
news of the relatives and other mutual acquaintabeek in Pennsylvania. The
letters were saved by the primary recipient, S&aenmyer Mericle, and passed
on to her daughter Sarah Nellie Mericle BenjamM/hen Nellie (as she was
known) died in Toledo IA in July 2001 at the age98f the letters escaped notice
of the family and were sold with miscellaneous eah public auction.

While the New England dealer who ultimately acoditiee letters was not
particularly interested in helping Bovenmyer deskais or other interested

! Each of the families that “took in” a Hoffman ahippears in the post-1863 records of the
Mechanicsburg Reformed Church, now St. Paul's Wdn@burch of Christ. Mary Hoffman
Bovenmyer’s obituary states that she was rais¢ideiReformed Church and held to those beliefs
all her life. It appears that the Hoffmans wertivacin the local Reformed congregation and that
upon the death of Mrs. Hoffman other church memb#esed their homes. While pre-1850
church records could confirm this, and even suppiigath date for Mrs. Hoffman, they do not
exist. The Mechanicsburg congregation was formaityanized in 1863, and their records date
from that event. From 1825 to 1863, local Reforrfeadilies gathered regularly in the
Mechanicsburg Union Church and/or Cocklins Uniorueh. They were served by circuit riders
and the pastors of the now-abandoned Peace Chuktdnmpden township, but apparently no
formal records were maintained.

64



persons reconstruct any family history, the presipumentioned genealogists
agreed to work together behind the scenes to pseclother letters as they
became available. It now appears that all of &teeds have been sold. Some of
the letters were purchased by other collectors Igimnperested in late nineteenth-
century Americana, and most of them have graciosiséyed the contents of their
letters with “the Hoffman Group.” It is unknown\wanany letters there were in
the original Sarah Bovenmyer collection, which appély also included corres-
pondence from friends and relatives unrelated @éoHbffmans — and maybe even
correspondence from the suspected Hoffman relaitivéansas.

The letters reproduced in this article are the drnas the Kohler family
of New Cumberland — the five original ones thattsth this investigation, and
others purchased by the archives and/or the Kobésrealogist. They are
presented in chronological order. Relevant infaromagleaned from the Shaffer
and Fishel letters and other research appearseircdinments preceding each
letter. For the purposes of this article, eackefeis assigned a chronological
number by year-month-day — so that a letter wrigarFebruary 14, 1875 would
be designated 750214. This system allows all reettegardless of present
ownership or original authorship to be discussetth wicommon reference point,
and it allows for the insertion of newly discoverkedters. A cross reference
matching this identifying number with other infortiaa is being maintained for
all known Bovenmyer letters.

The Families

All of the people mentioned in the letters are @wted in some way to the
family whose father was George Hoffman. Most greuses or children of the
Hoffman siblings. A few are mutual friends andf@mrsons whose exact blood
relationship has not been established. This seeianot intended to give the
history of each family mentioned, but to presenast of characters. Included for
each family is the husband, wife, all known childr@vhether or not they are
mentioned in a letter), and other information thatkes the letters more inter-
esting and/or understandable. The Hoffman fansillisted first, and the others
follow in alphabetical order.

Hoffman family [York County] — originally from Lancaster CountyAPbut the
township in which they resided and the year théyhave not been determined.
h: George— apparently died before 1867, the date of theesaiktter

w: Sarah — nee Bower, apparently died before 1850.

Ann (1826-1902) — married John Shaffer and settlddanaghan township,
York County PA.

Mary (1827-1904) — married Samuel Bovenmyer in York @guPA 1/14/1855
and moved immediately to Toledo IA. Her obituatatss that she was born in
Lancaster County.
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Leah (1828-1891) — married William Kohler and settladdpper Allen township
(1860 census) and New Cumberland (1870 census)ebefoving to Eudora KS.
She was born in Lancaster County.

Henry (1830-1907) — a resident of Mesopotamia, TrumBollinty OH. His
Civil War records report that he was born in Latea€ounty. He moved west
with his uncle Jacob Bower (born 1808 in PA), and867 married Jane
Hardman (born 1837 in OH).

Elizabeth (1832-1902) — married George Fishel and settlddanaghan
township, York County PA

Bishop family — unknown, but possibly suggesting there was yettemn

Hoffman sister who married a Bishop. There wershBps in Monaghan
township, where at least two of the married Hoffrseters settled — and also in
nearby Monroe township, adjacent to the Cocklirpprty. The fact that the
Bishops are not routinely mentioned in the letteygether with the reference to
Kansas, suggests that they, like the Bovenmyerg lvage already moved west.
Martha — In letter 761116, she is an adult living in Kass It appears from the
letter that she may be recently married (and ngdoa Bishop?) or engaged, but
no details are given.

Matthew — In his 761200 letter to Samuel Bovenmyer, Witligohler refers to
him as “cousin Matt Bishop.”

Bovenmyer family [Toledo, lowa]

h: Samuel(1826-1891) — the recipient of four of the lettdrat follow. Son of
Philip Bovenmyer and Hannah Goheen, he was both@family farm in
(Lower) Allen township, Cumberland County.

w: Mary (1827-1904) — nee Hoffman, see the Hoffman family.

infant (1856) — the birth date is given as 10/31/1856@,the child apparently
failed to survive.

Sarah Uhrich (1858-1936) — the recipient of most of the lettarg] the one who
passed them on in the family. She was born in lamdhat the time of the letters
had never seen her Pennsylvania cousins. Sheath&mnanuel Mericle (1857-
1934) 12/24/1880. They had 4 sons and one daughteas their daughter
Sarah Nellie Mericle Benjamin (1902-2001) who uliely saved the letters.
Sarah was a first cousin to the Uhrich childrerut-Her Kohler, Fisher and
Shaffer cousins were not.

Andrew Jackson(1860-1912)

Ulysses Grant(1865-1912)

Samuel(1868-1937)

Cocklin family [Upper Allen township, Cumberland County] — thér@ach of

this branch of the family was Jean Jaques (Jacaby€lin (Cocklin) who was
born in Waldersbach and came to America with Hiseia He purchased Spring
Dale farm in 1772. The property passed to hisJsmob (1770-1840) and then to
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Michael. In addition to farming, Michael servedtihe State General Assembly
1832-36 and as a Cumberland County judge 1856-66.

h: Michael (1795-1878) — In letter 760216, not reproducedhe Chronicle
Mary A. Shaffer writing to her cousin Sarah U. Borrgyer refers to “Uncle
Michael Cocklin.” It was with the Michael Cocklfamily that Mary Hoffman
Bovenmyer resided after her mother died, and séuhele” likely denotes an
emotional rather than a biological connection.

w: Elizabeth (1807-1890) — nee Hopple. Michael and Elizabe¢ghbairied in
Cocklin’s Cemetery.

Henry M. (1836-1916) — married Elizabeth Himes and haakikdren: George
M., Clara A., Mary J., Emma E., Andrew R. and Véith H. Elizabeth died in
1869, and in 1870 Henry married the widow of histber Andrew and had one
more child: Nevin Harbaugh. Henry was a trustethefReformed Church’s
seminary at Lancaster.

Andrew J. (c1839-1868) — married Caroline F. Gardner arditheee children:
Adda I., Michael G. and Lura M.

Sarah Elizabeth(1841-1929) — married widowed Samuel Crist (182%2)
2/17/1867 and bore Andrew M. (c1867), Caroline B&4872), Henry Deitrich
(c1876) and Ida M.. Sarah Elizabeth and Samudbanied in Cocklin’s
Cemetery.

Fishel family [Monaghan township, York County] —married 1/23/185
Siddonsburg, George and Elizabeth attended Filaytseran Church in
Monaghan township. Letters to the Bovenmyers ftioenFishel family are not
printed inThe Chroniclebut transcriptions of them are available in the
conference archives.

h: George (1828-1896) — buried at Filey's

w: Elizabeth (1832-1902) — nee Hoffman, see the Hoffman fantilyjed at
Filey's.

Henry W. (1852-1910) — married Sarah C. Singer 12/23/1878is the author
of letter 730222. He went into business with Sdrudailey, who married
Mary Uhrich.

Edmund H. (1853-1926) — married 8/25/1878 Laura Ann Squil860-1902),
buried at Filey's. He is the author of letter 7885

Geralgust (1855-1928) — moved to lowa, married Mary Ellenllpis. He is the
author of letters 730321, 740120 and 741231.

Daniel W. (1857-?) — moved to lllinois, married Sarah Good

William A. (1859-1943) — moved to lllinois, married (1) EmMaGarten (2)
Mary E. Sheward

George B.M.(1862-1889) — buried at Filey’s

John A. (1865-1937) — married Jennie A. Kohler (no knoetation to William
Kohler family), buried at Mt. Pleasant Church ofdin Monaghan township
Peter A. (1867-1940) — married Jennie May Myers (1875-1940)ied at Mt.
Pleasant COG
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Devoe 0.(1870-1946) — married™4/21/1898 Inza N. Ort (1874-19182
Jennie McGuire, buried Paddletown Cemetery, Newltewnship
Frank E. (1872-1874) — buried at Filey’s

Kohler family [Lower Allen township, Cumberland County]

h: William (1831-1893) — author three of the letters thdbWl Born in York
County, he farmed in Lower Allen township and seppented his income by
working as a lime-burner in the iron industry befomoving to Douglas County
KS in 1879. He relocated to Riley County in 188@t permanently returned to
Eudora township in Douglas County in 1882, wherewaed and operated a
farm of 175 acres.

w: Leah — nee Hoffman, see the Hoffman family.

Frances(1852-1873) — married Francis Caraher, who was bolreland. She
died young, leaving the Kohlers to raise her daegRlorence.

Elsetta (1854-1933) — author of two of the letters thdiole. She married John
Arthur Willett (1849-1914) on 12/19/1872. The retbook at Baughman
Memorial UM states that the wedding took placeatde of the father of the
bride, near Bridgeport [Lemoyne]. They apparenityved with the Kohlers to
Kansas. John died in Lawrence KS, and Elsettaidi&gtcelsior Springs MO.
Mary Ann (1856-1926) — author of two of the letters thdiofw. She married
Thomas Latimer Daugherty (1849-1926) on 12/12/1875.

John G. (1858-1938) — author of two of the letters thdlioflw, he eventually
settled in Farwell TX. He was married to Mary Lawswho died in 1904, and
then in 1938 to Lula Marlin Landis.

William (1862-1862) — lived 11 months, from January 1Bégcember 11.
Andrew J. (1864-1936) — married to Alice R. (1879-1941).

Herman M. (1866-1886) — married Minnie M. Bishoff (1869-19%ff)Eudora
KS. Miss Bishoff, who apparently was widowed a #ge of 17, was the
daughter of Dr. C.N. Bishoff — a native Dauphin 8guPA who was educated at
the Evangelical Association’s Union Seminary in NBerlin and operated a drug
store in Lykens before becoming a physician andingpto Kansas.

DevauxR. (1870-1955) — never married

Rife family — apparently they had already moved to Kansas amnd iinown to
all the parties involved, but no relationship hasheen established. In 1885 they
lived in Pleasant township, Lincoln County KS.

h: Jacob R.(c1838-) — before moving to Kansas, he servedeanrfantry
November 1862 to July 1863 with Company B of the"Bennsylvania
Volunteers

w: Elizabeth (c1845-)

Sarah Jane(1850) — died at 1%2 months, buried in Cocklin @&ry, Upper
Allen township. The surname on this tombstoneas,Rut she is listed as the
daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth. This informatiomes from Zeamer’s 1903
tombstone transcriptions, and the stone can ncelong identified. The date is
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problematic — even if it is a misreading of 186 mother would have only been
about 15. It may be that Sarah Jane is a sistiadob R., although repetition of
the parental names Jacob and Elizabeth would lhe guioincidence.

female E(1865-)

Shaffer family —the parents are buried at Filey’s Lutheran Churemé&tery,
Monaghan township. Letters to the Bovenmyers ftoenShaffer family are not
printed inThe Chroniclebut transcriptions of them are available in the
conference archives.

h: John (1820-1890)

w: Ann (1826-1902) — nee Hoffman, see the Hoffman family

Mary A. (1846-1907) author of letters 750920, 751205, 760216, 760517,
770429 and 790513. She married John T. Sadler.

Andrew (1849-?)

female (1850-?) — married a Mr. Burns.

Uhrich family — When Samuel Bovenmyer’s father and mother dieiBé42 and
1846, Samuel and his younger brother Daniel wehtécand work on the farm
of their brother-in-law Jacob Uhrich in Upper Alleswnship, Cumberland
County. They built a barn in 1862 that has thaimes on the cornerstone — still
standing in good repair, it is now used for genstatage. Sarah Bovenmyer’s
middle name Uhrich derives from this connection.

h: Jacob B.(1818-1889) — buried in Chestnut Hill CemeterypepAllen
township

w: Sarah (1823-1900) — buried in Chestnut Hill Cemetery, &pallen

township. Sarah was the older sister of SamuekBower.

Samuel Bailey(died as an infant) — buried in Chestnut Hill Césng The

middle name Bailey and the fact that daughter Maayried a Bailey suggests
some long-term association between the two families

Mary A. (1847-1931) — married Samuel Nelson Bailey (188a3). In 1870, he
was a charter member/investor of what evolved timoHarrisburg & Potomac
Railroad. In 1889, he and Henry W. Fishel weresiglent and secretary
respectively of the Dillsburg Manufacturing Compdteather and cotton goods).
Mary and Samuel had two boys: Logan Uhrich (186id) Brank Eugene (1869).
Letter 791222, not printed ifhe Chroniclgindicates that Samuel filed for
divorce because Mary was “too sociable with Thoflasck. They went to
Lancaster together and different other places.er&hough the 1880 census lists
Samuel as divorced, it appears from other secudtories that there was a
reconciliation. The entire family remained in D#sburg area and are all buried
in the Dillsburg Cemetery.

John H. (1849-1910) — he and his wife Lizzie B. (1853-188te buried in the
Chestnut Hill Cemetery

Margaret J. (1852-)

David A. (1854-)
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Jacob(c1856-)

Sarah A. (1859-) — died as a child, buried in Chestnut Bidimetery
Carrie E. (1862-1890) — not married, buried in Chestnut Béimetery
Minnie A. (1865-)

The Letters

Letter 670915 William Kohler to Samuel Bovenmyer. This is tharliest letter
that has survived. Samuel Bovenmyer was born imlg&uland county in 1826.
After their father and mother died in 1842 and 18d$pectively, Samuel and his
younger brother Daniel went to live with their mad sister and brother-in-law,
Jacob and Sarah Bovenmyer Uhrich, in Upper Allemnghip. Mary Hoffman,
born in 1827 and also without a parental home, livagy on the adjacent farm of
Michael Cocklin. Samuel and Mary married in Jagub855 and left that same
year for lowa. Apparently Mary made regular trijgck to Pennsylvania to visit
her sisters Mrs. William Kohler, Mrs. John Shaffand Mrs. George Fishel —
usually stopping en route to visit her brother Hedoffman in Ohio.

New Cumberland
Friend Samuel Bovenmyer September 16718
Dear Sir,

| got a letter from you this morning. Your witeall right. She arrived here on
the sixth in good health. On Saturday my wife @rber up to Uhrich’s, Cocklin’s, then
to John Shaffer’'s, and she is up there yet.

Henry Hoffman was to see us and just left the defgrie Mary arrived.

You spoke about rain. It rains nearly all thedihere. We can’t get out our
seeding. | sowed some on the fifth, and none sittcained hard all night, and the
fields are very wet.

Mary thinks of going by way of Henry Hoffman home.

You must excuse my short letter. | was not veeyl when Mary arrived. | had
a sore back but am pretty well now. The rest hneell.

You better come in and go to the Centennial. Wduhardly live to see the
next. | shall go the last of the month.

| am not done cutting corn yet. The potatoes ateaised yet.

Yours truly,
William Kohler to Samuel Bovenmyer
New Cumberland, Cumberland County, Pa.

Letter 701208 Elsetta Kohler to Sarah Bovenmyer. Elsetta i246 her cousin

Sarah is 12. Apparently only the adults traveladkband forth between Pennsyl-
vania and points west, although there seems frémar détters to be a sort of rite
of passage for a male to make such a trip at abgatl7. The “protracted

70



meeting” was a series of evening evangelistic sesvithat ran for a week or
more. It is assumed these took place at the Methé&gbiscopal church in New
Cumberland — which was then the home for an eigptetment circuit that also
included Marysville, West Fairview, Salem (on tharkle Pike), Boiling
Springs, Dillsburg, Wellsville and Lewisberry. Tlengregation of 1870 wor-
shipped in the 1858 building, now torn down, thettod on the west side of
Bridge Street between Second and Third.
Bridgeport

December 6, 1870

Dear Cousin,

It is great pleasure for me to write you a letter,it is the first letter | ever wrote
to you. Itis very much pleasure for me to wridetcousin | have never seen yet. But |
expect to see you some day, for Mother is talkingua you folks every day.

It is very pleasant weather for this time of tleay We have a protracted
meeting in here and they have eight mourners, laere tis one going to start in to church.
And dear cousin, | wish you were here to attendthe

We have all our thrashing done, but it is notlhned up yet. The men are
plowing, and the rest of the children are goingdbool. | don’t go, but | stand in need
of going. | haven't went to school for four years.

We are all well and hope you are all enjoying ghedlth. | was sorry to hear
that your brother got his arm broken. Mother aathér send their love to you and all
the rest. Also, my love to you and all the rest.

| must go to bed, for me and my sister are gainigdrrisburg. Father gave us 17
dollars. Don't forget to write soon, and look oedirmistakes and bad writing.

| remain

Yours forever,
Elsetta Kohler to Miss Sarah U. Bovenmyer
New Cumberland, Cumberland County, Pa.

Letter 720205 Elsetta Kohler to Sarah
Bovenmyer. The baby is Elsetta’s brother
Devaux. Fannie is Elsetta’s sister Frances
Kohler, the oldest of the Kohler children,
who was two years older than Elsetta.
Frances was married to a Mr. Carsher and
had a baby daughter. Mary is Elsetta’s sister
Mary Ann, who was two years younger.
Aunt Liz Fishel is the former Elizabeth
Hoffman, a sister to Elsetta’s mother Leah
and Sarah’s mother Mary. The description
of the location of the house is a good one,
verified by old photographs.

Elsetta Kohler, about 16 years old
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New Cumberland
Miss Sarah U. Bovenmyer February&,2
Dear Cousin,

| received your kind and welcome letter some tage and read it with pleasure.
We were all very glad to hear from you once agaife are all enjoying good health and
wish you all the same blessing.

The rest of the children are all going to schadgih the exception of me and the
baby. He is almost two years old. My birthdapiisthe 1% of this month, and his is on
the 27". Fannie’s family is all well. She has one liggiel. She is going on three years
old.

| wish you were here. There is a fair going ohNaw Cumberland. | putin
several chances and didn’t draw anything yet. éfalhawed a table spread. They say it
is worth $50. It cost him ten cents. They havaeasplendid articles there to chance off.
They have a sewing machine worth $80. The fdrishe benefit of the Sabbath
School.

The folks are all well in York County the last repae had of them, with the
exception of Aunt Liz Fishel. She has her foolded very bad.

Mother is just now telling me to put in this letteat she thinks your Mother and
Father might come in here and spend several marithais and the rest of the friends. |
am sure they couldn’t enjoy themselves better thamome. We live at a very pleasant
place. We can see all over Harrisburg from theadraur porch. We live right on the
river bank, and the railroad is on one side oftthese and the road on the other.

I must tell you some of the market prices. Buidexrorth 40 cents a pound.
Eggs are selling at 30 cents per dozen, and chéckenone dollar a pair. | don’t know
how grain is selling now.

| must say your hair is all very pretty. If | hdghe just now | would do up some
of our hair and send it in this letter. As timdlwbt permit me, | will send it some other
time. But | will send one of Mary’s pictures ingh She had them taken last winter. |
think 1 will get mine taken before long.

| wish you were here to see us all. Mother’s gmthe same color it always was,
and everybody thinks she looks young yet. | wish were here. Then we would have a
fine old talk.

I must close for this time. | would write more thbiune won’'t permit me to.
Please look over all improper spelling and badimgitas | was in a hurry. They all send
their love to you all. Also my love to all, andyaod share for you.

| remain

Your loving cousin,

Elsetta Kohler

New Cumberland, Cumberland County, Pa.
Please write soon, and | would love to have ongoaf pictures. Do send some.

Letter 730919 Mary Kohler to Sarah Bovenmyer. This is thetfiedter in the
Kohler collection written by Mary, now 17 years oldNow that Elsetta is
married, Mary is the oldest child at home and appdy has inherited the
responsibility of writing to their lowa relatives=rances’ death apparently ended
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all contact with her husband Francis Caraher — ¢herspelling of his last name
is uncertain, and it appears in some family matasaCarsher. Elsetta and John
Arthur Willett were married 12/19/1872 at the Kahle®me by the pastor of the
New Cumberland Methodist Episcopal Church. Canléttonzo Willett, the four
month old baby mentioned in the letter, was formeltave home as a young man
because his parents would not put up with his dhigland other habits. He was
never heard from again. When Elsetta died in 19@3, will stated that they
search for him for two years before the estatectct settled — but they were
unable to locate him. Mary Shaffer, daughter ohA#offman Shaffer, is a first
cousin to Mary Kohler and Sarah Bovenmyer. Thatioo of the Negro camp
meeting and its sponsoring organization remain atemy — even though that it
was “about a mile” from the Kohler home places ithim a limited area. While
the reference to the Fishels now having ten bogbalbly caused each transcriber
to check the handwriting and/or re-read the semtéraking for another meaning,
it agrees with the family list at the beginningtbis article. From 1852 to 1872,
George and Elizabeth Hoffman Fishel had 10 boysCagids.

New Cumberland
Dear Cousin, September 19, 1873

| received your kind and welcome letter some tage and was very glad to hear
from you. We are all well at the present time.

| am very sorry to tell you folks that Franceséad. She was buried four weeks
on Sunday. She was confined, and the child haet feler child is dead, too. We have
a little girl of hers. Her name is Florence May&weer. She is four years old. Frances
was 21 years and 6 months and 28 days old whedistie

Elsetta lives in New Cumberland. She has a y@mamg He is four months old.
She calls him Carleton Alonzo Willett. We have aidmow. We have Lizzie Blair.
She is a very good girl to work.

You said you expect me to slip off the handle saiae | am going to stay
single for life and keep a maiden’s hall for baohelto call.

We have a Negro camp meeting about a mile from. hewish you were in here
to hear them sing. It would do you some good.

There is going to be a circus here tomorrow. Mamgffer was to come down,
but | don't think they will come. They are notdkigh with their work yet. She had a
sore throat. The rest of the folks were all wélhe Fishel folks are all well as far as |
heard. They have ten boys now.

Father makes two dollars and a half now a dayerstbne quarry and farms, too.
He has his seeding all done. | want you to get pieture taken and send it in to me. Or
come yourself, that will do better than all thetpies. Or tell your father and mother to
come in here. Mother would like to see some of fpdks come in.

As it is getting late it is time for me to go tody®r | can’'t get up in the morning.
Send my love to all, and keep a good share forsgifir Please excuse all mistakes and
blots. Write soon.

Mollie A. Kohler

When this you see, remember me New Cumberland, €dama County, Pa.
Though many miles between us be
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Letter 750214 Sarah Elizabeth (Cocklin) Crist to Mary (Hoffmapvenmyer.
This is the only lowa-bound letter printed in tissue ofThe Chroniclethat was
not written by a Kohler (or by Mary Bovenmyer whehe was visiting the
Kohlers). 1t is included because it documents to@nection between the
extended Hoffman family and the Cocklins, one opEipAllen township’s most
prestigious pioneer families. In addition, a numivéhin the extended Cocklin
family were involved in the formation of the Sheptstown United Brethren
(now United Methodist) congregation, whose firstetiieg place was in the union
church which stood in the Cocklin cemetery. Thimgregation and its ties to
various persons associated with these lettersiscassed in an appendix. When
Samuel Crist returned from the Civil War to discotteat his wife and children
had died during his extended service, he marriedh&l Cocklin’s daughter
Sarah Elizabeth Cocklin — who was 16 years hisojunit was with the Michael
Cocklin family that Mary Hoffman Bovenmyer residafier her mother died, and
Sarah Elizabeth (commonly called “Lizzie’) and Mdrgcame like sisters. The
other letters indicated that Mary Hoffman Bovenmaghkvays visited the Michael
Cocklins (who raised her) and their neighbors theo Uhrichs (who raised her
husband Samuel) whenever she returned to Penngylf@na visit. The Jacob
Cocklin (1797-1890) mentioned was a brother to Malh The “Aunt Jane” was
Christiana Jane Cocklin (1812-1875), a sister afidel who never married. The
identity of “Squire John Cocklin” is not clear —tthe appears to be elderly. He is
not a sibling to Michael and Jane, nor was he kngjlbo their father Jacob (1770-
1840) — for there were no Johns in those families.
Shepherdstown

February 14, 1875

Dear Friend,

You no doubt will be somewhat surprised to heamfime. Father is not able to
answer Samuel’s letter on account of having rheismatso it fell to my lot to answer it.
| suppose you have almost forgotten me. | usemtoy the name of “Liz” Cocklin. 1
am now married. | have been married eight yeadshawe two children — the oldest is a
boy we named Andrew, the little girl is Carrie astek is three years old. They both have
the whooping cough, but they are getting bettet. of

| often wish | could see you and your family. Mysband’'s name is Samuel
Crist. His sister lives with us. Father and Maotlve with us. We all eat at one table.
Mother is quite supple yet.

Mr. Uhrich’s family are all well. Squire John Gdin has got a stroke of the
palsy and he cannot walk. Aunt Jane Cocklin waetuast Wednesday — she was sick
only two weeks. Jacob Cocklin’s family are all lvahd are all the neighbors around
here. There has been a great many changes sindefithese parts.

| often wish | could have a talk with you. | hopau will try and make a visit in
this way. We have had some cold weather this winf@enty of snow. The folk had a
good time of sleighing.

| was not out much as the children were sick aitev. | had to keep at home.
There have been a great many sick this winteappase you folk have cold weather out
there, too, and no doubt plenty of snow.
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I will soon have to close as my time is pretty mteken up with the children,
since they have the whooping cough. | will clogpesting to hear from you soon. We
all send our love to you all.

Your friend,
Lizzie Crist

Letter 760419 Mary Kohler Daugherty to Sarah Bovenmyer. Rettadt Mary’'s
last letter said, “I am going to stay single fdeli She married Thomas Latimer
Daugherty (1849-1926) on 12/19/1875. Letter 760246t printed inThe
Chronicle from Mary Shaffer to Sarah Bovenmyer announceswibdding and
adds “I don’t know whether she is going into hokeeping this spring or not — as
she was not to see us since she is married.” |&tiex suggests she is still living
at home. Katy Rupp is unknown. Even though Maalscher “your” second
cousin and a “first cousin to your mother,” angficousin to Sarah Bovenmyer’s
mother Mary Hoffman Bovenmyer would have to be mtficousin to Mary
Kohler's mother Leah Hoffman Kohler. Presumablthei George Hoffman or
Sarah Bower had a sister who married a Rupp. Wh#e“Rupp” rendering
appears fairly certain, “Reiff” is not out of thei@stion. The “Columbia” is not
identified — Lancaster County PA? Missouri? Kansas?
Bridgeport

April 19, 1876

Dear Cousin Sarah,

| take the pleasure of writing you a few to letiyjanow that | received your kind
and welcome letter along ago, and picture alsod &hink it is a very good picture. |
am almost ashamed to write, for | was so lazy ango®d for nothing a girl. We are all
pretty well except mother, father and myself. bwik ever since Saturday, and | just
feel some better today.

| wish you was in here. We would have a nice timg spring. | would take you
all over the county, for | am going to sport thisisg and this summer. | thought that
your mother and your father would come to see osestime this fall or this spring. But
we have not seen them yet.

| received a letter from your cousin Katy Ruppnir@olumbia. She is a second
cousin of yours, and a first cousin to your mothéncle John Shaffer’s folks are all well
the last | heard of them. | have not been to Bemtfor over a year, and yet it is not so
far. Itis about 9 or 10 miles from here. Andh§Her] was down five weeks ago, but
Mary [Shaffer] has not been down for nearly tworgea

Well I will have to close for this time, for it igetting late. | suppose you heard
that | am married. You said that when you wrotg thould be the next thing. Father is
out back of the house transplanting peach treéereTlis a stone wall around the front
yard, and it is going to be torn down. We haventive all the trees and the flowers. We
are getting a new wall and a new fence in a weedoor

Well | will have to close now for sure, for | hamething more to write. We have
got an organ since the girls are all gone. Jokestausic lessons, but he don't need to
go so far as you have to go. The man comes tbdbse twice a week.
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Excuse all bad writing and misspelling and mistakdseping to hear from you
soon. Don't do as | have done. | will do better hext time. We all send our love to all
the family, and best wishes. Write soon. From

Your cousin,
Mary A. Daugherty

Letter 760908 Mary Kohler Daugherty to Sarah Bovenmyer. Thaide of yet
another of Mary Hoffman Bovenmyer’s trips back east interesting. It almost
appears as though people over 100 years ago dattex fpb of traveling around
to see relatives than we do today. Whether it thascost of the trip or the need
to man the farm back in lowa, Mrs. Bovenmyer adgeaavels alone. It appears
that Mary Kohler Daugherty is still living at hom@Emost a year after her
wedding.
Bridgeport

September 6, 1876

Dear Cousin,

| take the pleasure of writing you a few to letiyjaow that your mother landed
safe and sound. She got in Chicago the next mgrrighe took the train and got at
Pittsburgh the next morning at seven o’clock. ®lok the train there and arrived here at
Harrisburg at eleven o’clock, and she got here tttwae o’'clock. Mother was so glad
to see her she did not know what to do. When lecam thought she was aunt Lizzie
Fishel. Mother said | guess not. She favors bey much.

I wish you had come along. | would like to see yery much. Your mother
looks young yet. | must close for this time. Huapto hear from you folks very soon. |
must go get supper. Your mother was nearly statilleshe got here.

Well, | must quit scratching and scribbling. httavrite worth a cent. | can't
write good any time, and not now any how. Good-byé&ite soon and let us know how
you get along. If you can'’t read this writing, déhon and I'll write it over. | remain

Your cousin,
Mollie A. Daugherty

Letter 760914 Mary Hoffman Bovenmyer to Samuel Bovenmyer. nteight
days after the letter which described the trip tus letter describes the visit and
the plans for the return trip. The Uhrichs and Klios own the adjacent farms
where Samuel Bovenmyer and Mary Hoffman Bovenmsided after their
mothers died and before they were married. Jolaff&h George Fishel and
William Kohler married sisters of Mary Hofman Boweyer. It is unknown
which of the area Bishop families Mrs. Bovenmyerswisiting and whether or
not they were relatives. The visit of brother HeHioffman from Ohio reinforces
the comment for the preceding letter about travebreg the relatives. “My
grandmother” who died is assumed to be Mrs. Bowarother of Sarah Bower
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(the wife of George Hoffman) and Jacob Bower (tinele with whom Henry
Hoffman moved to Ohio) and the mother of the 4 Hafh girls and Henry. It
sounds as though the inheritance was a non-t@wviadunt, and it is possible that
the Kohler family’s move to Kansas in 1879 was adirect result of this
financial gain.

September 14, 1876
Dear Husband,

I am well and the folks are all well. | am at dddhaffer's now and this
afternoon | am going to Uhrichs and Cocklins. kv Fishels and Bishops — lots of
good things all the time. | am going to William Ider’s on Sunday, and | want you to
send me 25 dollars. | don't think it will take,abut | am going to Ohio for my fortune
that | am to have through my grandmother.

Brother Henry was at Kohlers 2 days before | geté, and he said if | came to
Ohio he thinks that he can pay me so | won't hawaake another trip. When you send
that money, send it to William Kohler, New CumbedaCumberland County, Pa.

| will be home as soon as | get the money.

Yours truly,
Mary Bovenmyer

Letter 761116 Mary Kohler Daugherty to Sarah Bovenmyer. Thideletis
addressed to “cousin and family.” [The accompagynvelope is addressed to
“Mr. Samuel Bovenmyer” and indicates either the dehold in general, or her
cousin Samuel Bovenmyer junior. Since Samuel juisianentioned in the letter
in the third person and all the other correspondasdhrough Sarah, we assume
that Sarah is the “cousin” in the salutation.] Teé&rence to “your mother” is
addressed to Mary’s cousin Sarah Bovenmyer, butdferences to “since you
left” and the peaches “that you pulled” are addrdd® the Sarah’s mother Mary
Hoffman Bovenmyer. Cousins Sarah Bovenmyer and Jabhler are each 18.
While Sarah has never yet made a trip east, Jop@aap ready for the male “rite
of passage” trip west. The reference to enterigirl5 folks since Mary left
either refers to a big event or, quite possiblypgde staying over as they visit
Pennsylvania for the Centennial. The referenca ‘fortune” and that mother is
“done out” and “falls over still” suggests the imit@nce from Ohio was larger
than expected. Mrs. Kohler took the four picturresn Martha Bishop in Kansas
and the ones from the Bovenmyers in lowa to Yorkur@yp to show to the
Shaffers and Fishels — and the language suggedtdrtha may have recently
become engaged or married. It is now clear thatyMas been living at home
but is finally getting ready to go into house kegpin Shepherdstown with her
husband Latimer. She calls him “my beau.” It ilear whether he has been
living with the Kohlers since the wedding — is Vie@ possible the custom was to
consummate the marriage only after the couple loaé gto house keeping?
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November 16, 1876
Dear Cousin and family,

| take the pleasure of writing you a few linesrtform you that we are all well at
present and hope when this reaches you folks itfindyyou enjoying good health. We
received your kind and welcome letter and were gty to hear from you folks and that
auntie [Mary Bovenmyer] got home safe and sourathét was careless to answer your
letter, and | will have to do it after all.

We all hated to see your mother start for homtee s£emed like our own
mother. John talks every day of coming out thersee Aunt Mary when he gets older.
He was 18 years old the1.4f this month. Tell Andrew to write to him. Naihpwrites
but me, and | can’t write half.

We had about 25 folks since aunt went home. Féeall his work done up.
They are hauling wheat away to Harrisburg. He wémssend John to school next week.
We will never get done. We have so much sewirdptoMother is making Devaux an
overcoat, and then the boys pants.

| have been sporting since you left. Our girl esrthe next week. My husband
is coming for me this week to clean the house. wMamnove the last of this month if
nothing happens. Won't | be glad. Then | want falk to come and see me. If the rest
can't leave, you and your beau come and we wileheawnice time of sporting.

Mother is going to have all the children’s pictuteaken and send them out there.
John will bring his along when he comes out. Iy dress made and it cost me 10
dollars till it was done.

We butchered yesterday — killed two hogs, made ipgdahd sausage. Mother
wants to know if your got your fortune out at ungle Mother is nearly done out. She
nearly falls over still. The peach bushels aremgid that you pulled. When you have
any peaches, pull some for me and | will help youeturn.

Father wants uncle Samuel to come East throughdtidays and go to the
Centennial. | was down there — father and Andred/tderman and Andrew Shaffer and
myself and Latimer Daugherty my beau. | lookeldhtiy eyes were sore. It was such a
nice day. We had a splendid time. We got hontakitpast ten o’clock. Lat went the
next day and did not get home till after four ottko

| wish | could have a talk with you and your mothécould talk for two weeks
and not be half done. Martha Bishop from Kandas,gave us all some of her pictures
of the family. She has a very nice-looking mawuiHpictures] came at a time, and
Mother went to York County with them. She took fietures along of yous. They were
all pleased to pieces with them.

Well | must quit. Lat has come for me to go alevith him to clean that house
of mine. | must close for the time at presentoling to hear from you soon. | don't
know who will answer your letters when | leave fromme. If you don’t write within 3
weeks, write to me at Shepherdstown, Cumberlanahtgp&enna, in care of Thomas L.
Daugherty. Write to the folks at home, too. Ddofliget them. Father or John will
answer.

Good-bye. Write soon. My love to the family. Met’s love to all of you folks.

Mrs. Mary A. Daugherty
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Letter 76120Q William Kohler to Samuel Bovenmyer. This undatetter has
been assigned the date 12/0/76. Written afterNbeember 1876 election, it
appears to have been composed after the previoug Kédler Daugherty letter
of 11/16/76 and before the following William Kohleatter of 12/26/76. Most
interesting is the reference to the uncertaintyhef1876 election. Rutherford B.
Hayes lost the popular vote, won the presidencyiy electoral vote, and was
not officially declared the winner until March 1877 Cousin Matt Bishop” is
unknown. One possible explanation is that he oasin to the children of
William Kohler and Samuel Bovenmyer, that he is slo@ of Martha Bishop of
letter 761111, and that Martha is another sistérefmh Hofman Kohler and Mary
Hoffman Bovenmyer. He might be identified as “dauglatt” to distinguish him
from his father of the same name. It is uncleaetiver his news from Kansas
came by letter or visit.

New Cumberland
Friend Bovenmyer [undated: assigned Déezm876]
Dear Sir,

| take the pleasure to write you a few lines toytes know how times are. Well,
the election is over and we don’t know who is Rtest — but | hope the man that has the
most votes.

I am shipping our wheat. | will get done tomorridvt don'’t rain. Our wheat
crop is light, but good in quality. It overrunsdshels to the hundred. | will have six
fifty in all. 1 get 125 and the bridge toll paiddy corn is good. | put it up in seven days.
| will have about 15 hundred bushels. Corn isrsglat 50 cents out of the field.

| have eight head of horses and nothing for thedote and no sale. We have
ten cows. | got 25 hundred weight of shents [@htoto feed them — at 18 dollars per
ton.

Butter is 30 to 35. Eggs are 30. Cows are 4@tddlars. Potatoes are $1.00 to
$1.20. The wheat looks very well — the fly is #egly sowing. Hay is bringing 15 to 16
per ton. Corn fodder is 10 dollars per ton.

| shall not take up much time at present, as Mighjer Daugherty] has wrote
you a long letter. You never wrote how Mary [Bongrer] got to Henry Hoffman’s and
what time she got there. 1 felt sorry to see hat.s | felt like homesick for a few days.
Cousin Matt Bishop speaks very well of Kansashduwsd like very much to go there just
for the climate. On the first and second day &f thonth, the thermometer stood at 84
and 86. It is bedtime and Mamy [Leah Hoffman KoR]és sleepy. | bid you good
night.

Write soon and give all the news if you get thésed.

William Kohler

Letter 761226 William Kohler to Samuel Bovenmyer. While the er farm
was well-situated at the east end of Bridgeportrjbgne] on a hill overlooking
the river, the land was not nearly as fertile as ldwlands in mid Cumberland
County. The relation and location of Charles Koldeunknown. Since daughter
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Mary Kohler Daugherty lives in Shepherdstown, tleéerence to a Mary in
Bowmansdale is unclear.

Bridgeport
Friend Bovenmyer December 26, 1876
Dear Sir,

| received your kind and welcome letter in duegtjrand we were all glad to hear
from you all — and glad to hear that you are allwd/e are all well, and hope these lines
will find you the same. Mary [Kohler Daugherty]shmoved to her new house. We had
a roast on Christmas. We had Christmas exercis®éomday evening in our church —
singing, speaking, and then handing out the giftthe tree. We was all drawn [for a gift
exchangel]and all got a gift but mother. Had a fime of it.

It snowed nearly every day for the past four oe filays, and there is still not
much snow. It is snowing a little now. Good shéigy. The storm you spoke of on the
eighth came through here on the ninth. It wasgtiemd cold. The thermometer stood at
zero on Sunday the 10 That is the coldest we had this winter.

We have all our work done for the fall. | filledyrite house. It holds about 65
tons. | have all my threshing done but a littliéspand the money is spent. | sold 247
bushels at $1.25. Splendid wheat — my crop wabétheat. My corn is about 15
hundred of shelled, and worth 48 cents. Oats i®3® — that is light. | have the best
corn | ever raised this year. | put all my corrinrabout six days. | took in six and seven
loads per day — at 80 bushels per load. If we @smmuch work ourselves as you, we
could save more money. Two years ago | made myrhdy~ days — about 85 ton when
dry.

| took the children to the Centennial ExpositionJ AAndrew], Herman M.,

Mary A. John would not go. The children are alingy to school. John is learning very
fast on the organ this winter.

Our cows are doing pretty well. We make aboutdelfars per week. The
horses are all in good collar and will do lots afithg. If you was in here now, | would
sport you all around the country — for | have noeghio do but haul water, go to mill and
store.

Charles Kohler says we live too fast in here. ieks we should live cheaper
and do less work. If | had your soil in here, theould farm. Our expenses are high —
but if we sell, it brings in money. | should venych like to buy something to settle
down on, but can’t reach anything in here to sudt rvly pile is too light. | could live
here all my days, but would like to get somethioigthe boys when | am gone.

| expect to see your place before next year ifjadis right. It stopped snowing,
and | shall stop for this time. Leah and | perhajilsgo to Shepherdstown, or
Bowmansdale to Mary, and come home tonight. Gged By best respects to all.

William Kohler

Write soon and don't delay. Mother wants Saralrite and give all the news, and to let
us know if she is married.
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Letter 770907 John Kohler to Sarah Bovenmyer. Now that Maryhl€o
Daugherty has gone into house keeping, the lettéing responsibility has
shifted to 19 year old John. Comments in bothlbdy of the letter and the
addendum state that William Kohler was out “westhest likely to Kansas. The
camp “two weeks ago up the valley’” was the Methtxli€umberland Valley
camp meeting, held each August near Oakville foes® years beginning in
1871. A 1993 article iThe Chronicle page 51 reportsthis site was developed
by the erection of 113 ground floor tents, 120 stary tents, a tabernacle, two
boarding tents, a commissary, a bookstore, a ptigtep and a barber shop. A
boardwalk was built from the camp to the railroddten, and Sunday excursions
brought as many as 10,000 people to the site.

New Cumberland
Miss Sarah Bovenmyer September 77187
My Dear Cousin,

| received your kind and welcome letter about tveeks ago and was glad to
hear from you. We are all well at present excéptefice. The weather has been very
dry. It was so dry that we could not plow.

Mother and Set [Elsetta Kohler Willett] went tet@ity of Brotherly Love. |
was at camp about two weeks ago up the valley.h&ldea nice time.

The corn crop is not more than half a crop. Theat crop is not very good. Pa
sold some rakings for $1.45 per bushel. It hasecdawn since that — it is only $1.35
now. The oats is better than it has been forsary. We are half done cutting off corn.

There is an excursion down to the bay tomorroath& and mother were up at
Mary's [Mary Kohler Daugherty] house on Sunday &lvago. | have not been up since
pa was out west. The Lutherans had their picnilasnSaturday a week ago. We had a
splendid time. They had a festival the same eggnihwas well attended.

Pa gets papers from Kansas every week. Theyhimnto come out to Kansas.
He got a letter from one of his old friends thaed in here. He lives in lllinois. He
wants him to come out. He says that he has farrhifo of 150 acres. | would like to
come out west to live. | am tired of farming irrde It is too hard work.

Our school begins on the seventeenth. This isastywinter for school in
Pennsylvania any how. Well, | guess | will havédtimg this scratching to a close for
this time. Excuse all mistakes and bad scribbliliggtou can not read this, guess at it.

You might come in this fall with your beau M.M.ffnanuel “Manny” Mericle].
Tell uncle [Samuel Bovenmyer] that we will look foim to come in. Give my love to
all the family. Write soon and tell us all the rew

| still remain your

Your affectionate cousin,
J. G. Kohler

[addendum in different handwriting]

Tell your father to be sure and come in this faltée us. | expect to take another trip
west this fall one year if all goes right. | hdpese lines will find you all well. 1 am not
very well, but | think | shall soon get well. Idh¢he chill and fever for 2 weeks.

William Kohler
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Letter 771226 Mary Kohler Daugherty to Sarah Bovenmyer. Mabalightery
was born 10/21/1877. Mrs. Willett is assumed toabeather formal reference
Mary's sister Elsetta Kohler Willett, although ibwdd be that the family was
gathering at the home of Elsetta’s mother-in-ldtivappears that “Nedy” is cousin
Edmund Fishel, who married Laura Ann Squibb, bwirti®/25/1878 marriage
date is a year away — and that later date is stggpday family records and by
letter 790513, not printed iMhe Chronicle One possible explanation for the
discrepancy that Mary states only that she “heaout the marriage — is it
possible that she heard wrong and/or that theipated wedding was for some
reason postponed for about a year?

December 26, 1877
Dear Cousin Sarah,

| take the pleasure of writing you a few linesdbyou know that | am well at
present and hope when this reaches you it mayybuodenjoying good health. | am at
home to spend the Christmas with my baby. You btmbkee my little girl. She is as fat
as a little pudding. | call her Mabel Vincy Daugtye In full, | am almost ashamed to
write. | have not written for so long.

| got a table cloth and a pair of stockings, arallthby got a shirt and two night
slips. | am going to see Mrs. Willett in aboutafthour. | have hardly any thing to
write. | heard that Nedy Fishel is married to M8sguibb. Mother has the rheumatism in
her arms, and her feet hurt so.

I must quit and go and dress for a start, for ga#ting later. The next time | will
write a big long letter. | will not wait so longvly love to all, and a good share for your
mother. | would like to see her soon again, ahthalrest. Excuse my scratching.

Good-bye,
Mary A. Daugherty
Shepherdstown, Cumberland County, Penna

Letter 780530 John Kohler to Sarah Bovenmyer. This is the Rstiving
Kohler letter. By this time next year they werétled in Kansas. Letter 790513
from one of the Shaffer cousins stat&ou wanted to know where William
Kohler’s family is. They started for Kansas on deof April, and we have not
heard from them yet — nothing more than Mary Dauyhgot a postal card that
they had landed in Kansas City saf€he “Reading road” is the Reading Rail-
road, which was formed in 1833 and by 1870 was rtedoto be the largest
corporation in the world. Machons Island is unknow
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New Cumberland
Sarah U. Bovenmyer May 30, 1878
My Dear Cousin,

| received your letter a long time ago and am altnashamed to write after
waiting so long. | will try and do better the néixbe.

The weather is very nice, but it is not very warfiie had frost last week. It
froze the potatoes till they got black. We arealptanting corn about three weeks ago.
It is up, but it does not grow any. The weathdo@scold yet. Oats and grass are
growing nice. Tell Uncle Sam the wheat is bettantit has been since we farmed. Pa
thinks it will make forty bushels to the acre.

We were up at Mechanicsburg yesterday afternooodfonew reaper. We paid
one hundred dollars and our old one.

| was up at Mary’s [Mary Ann Kohler Dougherty] tereveeks ago. They are all
well. Lat [Thomas Latimer Dougherty] is still bbtring. There was a festival at New
Cumberland the other Saturday night. Some ofdhes fare making hay, but they have to
have it in to the manure yard. It does not drthmsun. It is not hot enough.

Pa got a letter from Jacob Rife, and he has bauddrm of one hundred and
sixty acres in it. He says he has built a housit alneady. He says there is a farm next
to him of the same size that can be bought fortboaesand dollars with forty acres of
wheat on it. He wants Pa to buy it. Pa wrotetbat he should find out all about it and
let him know. There was an excursion left for Kamisn the 28 They went by the
Reading road.

There was a picnic on Machons Island today. Tlseadittle steam boat running
on the river now. They charge ten cents to takedmvn to the grove. There is an
excursion to Gettysburg to see the battlefield @xbrate the soldiers’ graves.

Florence is learning to play on the organ. | aamieng her. Tomorrow is the
last day of summer school.

Well | guess | must bring my scribbling to a clodeyou can't read it, guess at
it. Please write soon and don't wait as long disl|

| shall remain

Your affectionate cousin,
J. G. Kohler to S. U. Bovenmyer

Appendix A. Shepherdstown United Brethren Church

Shepherdstown and Upper Allen township play a réogirole in the
drama unfolded in the letters. The Michael Cockdirm, where Mary Hoffman
(Bovenmyer) and Lizzie Cocklin (Crist) resided, dhd adjacent Jacob Urich
farm, where Samuel Bovenmyer resided, were in Upflen township. Mary
Kohler Daugherty and Thomas Latimer Daugherty virgtat house keeping in
Shepherdstown.

Situated between the two York County churches ddérby the Fishels
and Shaffers (Mt. Pleasant Church of God and Eléytheran Church) and the
churches in Mechanicsburg, the area saw no consigiggious services for
many years. In 1851, Rev. John Fohl establishegalar United Brethren
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appointment at Cocklin’s Church, a building ereatethe Cocklin Cemetery to
provide a place for worship whenever a preacheravagable. This was the
northernmost appointment on a large circuit thag eentered in York Springs.
Before erecting their own building, the present@@ieedstown United Methodist
Church, this congregation met at Cocklin’s Chur8b1:-53, the Levi Eberly
home 1853-57, and the Shepherdstown Union Chursi-1887.

While the Kohlers were Methodist, the rest of tkeerded Hoffman
family were mainly Lutherans. The Methodists ardted Brethren (essentially a
Pennsylvania German brand of Methodism) took a regperiential view of
religion than did the Lutherans or Reformed. losindays, one typically joined
the Methodist or United Brethren church followinganversion experience —
while Lutheran or Reformed membership followed chiem and intellectual
acceptance of the historic creeds and doctrinestet. 741231 from Geralgust
Fishel to Sarah Bovenmyer states that Henry Figmlreligious this winter, but
the rest of us belong to the big church” [Fileyistheran]. This could be a
reference to a conversion experience at the neinegtnut Grove United
Brethren [now United Methodist] Church that stameeeting at Filey's school
house, across the road from Filey’s Lutheran Churcthe 1850’s and erected
their own building the following decade.

The following names associated with the letterseapjat various times on
the Shepherdstown United Brethren rolls.

Cocklin: Christiana Jane Cocklin, a sister of Michael wiewver married,
was a member for many years. David M. Cocklintather of Michael, was a
member with his wife Mary from 1849 until they mov® Carlisle in 1851.
Emma E. Cocklin, the daughter of Michael's son Wenrarried George E.
Weber — a couple honored by one of Shepherdstostaised glass windows.
The Webers were very active in the congregatiod,mtween 1891 and 1910
they 12 children — almost all of whom were alsova&cin the congregation. As of
the writing of this article, their daughter Lillidiae Weber has been a member of
the congregation for over 81 years.

Crist: Samuel Crist was originally from Adams Countyne®f ten
children of John and Eve (Strayer) Crist. Aftes fiist wife and children died
while he was serving in the Civil War, he came teddanicsburg in 1866 and
engaged in the retail grocery trade. He marriedhslel’'s daughter Sarah E.
(“Lizzie”) Cocklin in 1867 and eventually moved &pring Dale farm, the Jacob-
Michael Cocklin homestead. Samuel Crist was a aetive member of the
Mechanicsburg Reformed Church. In the 1850'seastl 3 of his Adams County
siblings were members of other United Brethrensdaghen on the same large
circuit as Shepherdstown. His grandsons Ray Ht@rid Guy Charles Crist,
sons of Henry Deitrich Crist and Bertha (SperayCjoined at Shepherdstown in
1915 and 1916 respectively. Dr. Ray H. Crist wasiMarch 3, 1900. As this
article is being prepared he still reports to ismistry lab at Messiah College
each day, at the age of 102, to conduct experingmdsnentor students. He was
an extremely active young man at Shepherdstownd®huwm 1915 until he left
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the area in 1921 and reports that those spiritdatipative years were a “very,
very important part of my life.”

Others: Most early circuit riders, if they kept any redsrat all, recorded
chronologically only the names of people who joire@hd not the particular
class on the circuit with which they identified,ary notation about their
relationship to other members. The original circecord book in the conference
archives for the 1852 United Brethren circuit timefuded northern Adams
County, northern York County, Cumberland Countyhefherdstown and
Lisburn appointments contains the following names:

164. George Hoffman
172. John Hoffman
173. George Shaffer
174. Isaac H. Bowers

Whether or not George Hoffman is the father ofldaffman clan cannot
be determined. Also of interest is the consecudgéiman-Shaffer-Bowers
listing, which may or may not indicate any connectbetween them, in #172-
174. While the surnames are familiar, howevengdl&no known John among
our Hoffmans, George among our Shaffers, or Isaaung our Bowers.

Beginning in 1853, the preacher recorded the d¢tasshich the new
members belonged. Leah Gleim (#181) joined thekl@d&hepherdstown class
in 1853, but her relation to the Samuel Gleim fgmilth whom Henry Hoffman
resided is not known. The Gleim surname was nodrmmmon.

Appendix B. Samuel Bovenmyer and Mary Hoffman

Gabriel Bobbenmeier (1749-1817) was born in whaiow Northampton
County PA and died in Lancaster County OH. He rddeePennsboro township,
Cumberland County, in 1790 and purchased a 184fagreknown as Wicham.
One acre of the land was deeded for a cemetergtamgh — known originally as
Bobenmeyer’s Union Church. Today the site is ipé&lpFrankford township and
occupied by St. Peter’s Lutheran Church. Gabrssis Philip Bovenmyer was
born in 1791. He married Hannah Goheen, and thdydhchildren: Sarah (1823),
Samuel (1826), Daniel (1827) and John (1831). 8881Philip and Hannah
purchased 120 acres in Allen township. Philip dreti842 and Hannah died in
1846. They are buried in the Slate Hill Mennoi@&metery with their son John,
who died at the age of 8 months. It appears teeBbvenmyers and Hoffmans
knew each other, for the Bovenmyer estate salededor 1/17/1846 reveal that
George Hoffman [the future father-in-law of Samwe#{s present and purchased
some meat hooks.

In 1846, Samuel and Daniel moved in with their mearsister Sarah
Bovenmyer Uhrich and her husband Jacob. The 1888us lists 8 members for
that household: Jacob and Sarah Bovenmyer Uhridhhaair 2 small children,
Samuel and Daniel Bovenmyer, and 2 other young lesiraAnn Crist (age 22)
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Samuel Bovenmyer Mary Hoffman Bovenmyer

[no known relation to Samuel Crist] and Magdalinetiitk (age 16). The 1850
census further reveals that Mary Hoffman, also midéiss, was residing on the
adjacent farm of Michael Cocklin.

Samuel Bovenmyer and Mary Hoffman were married ankyCounty
1/14/1855. That same year they left Pennsylvamidofva. They traveled by
train to Rock Island IL, then the western terminb@ighe railroad, where they
purchased a team and came to Tama County by wawafCity. They
eventually settled on 320 acres in Howard townshaguipped with a log cabin,
in which all 5 of their children were born.

Samuel died in 1891, leaving the farm to his sam&el Jr. Mary died in
1904. Her obituary states that she had been raigbé German Reformed
Church — but unable to find congregation of thatateination where they settled,
she “never connected herself with any other denatimn, but continued
throughout life steadfast to the faith of her gadld. Her funeral was held in the
Rose Hill Methodist Episcopal Church, and the serwras conducted by M.R.
Drury — one of the most eminent United Brethrertqrasof the day!

The Drury family of lowa gave the denomination tefdts most
prominent leaders of the late nineteenth and ¢asytieth centuries, as well as
subsequent generation of gospel missionaries amadnative Rev. Morgan
Shortridge Drury (1826-1902) became a United Besthminister in the lowa
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Conference in 1855. He and his wife Elizabeth Larhla native of Rockingham
County VA whose family had direct contact with @ttein and Boehm, served
congregations in lowa and California and produeealioted sons.

Marion Richardson Drury (1849-1939) was ordaimethe lowa
Conference in 1875. He pastored churches in I@& and California, and he
was an editor of the denominatioTbe Religious Telescod881-1897. Toledo
IA was a United Brethren stronghold and home todéreomination’s Leander
Clark College. It was at the prestigious Toledo Olurch that Rev. Dr. Drury
was serving when he conducted the funeral of Mao#frilan Bovenmyer. A
prolific author, he later served as president dfdAtath College 1910-1913 and
Leander Clark College 1913-1916. His son PhiloDiry (1876-1968) devoted
his life to missionary work in Puerto Rico and #stablishment of a strong
evangelical presence there.

Augustus Waldo Drury (1851-1835) was ordainechnlbwa Conference
in 1877. An historian and theologian, his 1924tétig of the Church of the
United Brethren in Chrigs still considered the definitive history of the
denomination. He pastored churches in lowa an@d ©é&fore joining the faculty
at Bonebrake [now United] Theological Seminary myfdbn OH — where he
taught church history and theology and servedbaarian, until his retirement in
1934. Three of his five children became missiasa# two serving in China, and
one in the Philippines.

Appendix C. William Kohler and Leah Hoffman

William Kohler indicated he wanted to move wesbider to have a more
profitable farm to pass on to his sons. The fameifiyfor Kansas 4/8/1879. Apparently
this included William and Leah, their 3 unmarriems, and their 10 year old
granddaughter Florence whom they were raising -nboe of their married daughters.
Florence married Charles Pitts, settled in Wasbhimgand died in Yakima in 1941.

Letter 790514 indicates that Mary Kohler Daughstiyed behind. It may have
been hard for Thomas Latimer Daugherty to leaveatea. The son of George and Anna
M. Daugherty of northern York County, he was on® children. An 1886 history
indicates that all his siblings except Emma J. weea residing in Cumberland County.

It appears that Mary and Latimer had joined theokthe Kohlers in Kansas by then.

The Kolhers settled in Douglas County in 1879, nabteeRiley County in 1881,
and returned permanently to Douglas County in 288%ur miles southeast of Eudora. It
is likely that the Kansas friends or relatives withom William had been communicating
lived in one of those counties. While the letmuiggest that such contact may have been
with a Bishop or Rife family, those surnames hastheen located in those counties
during this time period.

Leah died in 1891. William remarried in March 1883 Mrs. Kingsmore, but
died of cancer May 25, 1893, and was buried irHbpser Cemetery.
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