Central Pennsylvania's Northern Tier
The Wellsboro District

The Genesee Conference was formed in 1810 by BsshAgbury and
McKendree in accordance with discretionary autiagitanted them by the 1808
General Conference. The conference was creatadtfre Cayuga (western New
York state) and Upper Canada (southern Ontariolicis of the New York
Conference and the Susquehanna (north central Yeams) district of the
Philadelphia Conference. More specifically, thas@iehanna district included all
Pennsylvania drained by the Susquehanna River atsguaction with the Juniata
River.

The General Conference of 1820 transferred the Balgle, Lycoming,
Northumberland and Shamokin circuits to the BaltenGonference. Peck's 1860
history of the Genesee Conference, page 339, Besdtat event as follows:

The large tract extending from the mouth of theakarup to Wyoming on the
north branch of the Susquehanna, and embracingB¥falley, Penn's Valley, the
Bald Eagle country, and the valley of the west bhanwas taken from the Genesee
Conference without its consent, and attached t@#iemore Conference. We doubt
if there has ever been such a case in the histoleathodism, and there certainly
has been nothing like it since 1820. When largéqus of annual conferences are
detached it has always been done by the concurreinite conference.

It was a matter of no special importance at thabeito the Genesee
Conference, for she had territory enough, and toetm In addition to the territory
now contained in five annual conferences, she lula jprovinces of Canada under
her supervision, and little reason for institutiagjuarrel about four circuits on her
southern wing. This is probably the reason whythireg passed off so quietly.

In 1829, the eastern portion of the Genesee Cemterbecame the Oneida
Conference. In Bradford county Pennsylvania, thigsion occurred along the
Susquehanna River and proved to be a decisiomihatd determine conferences
boundaries to the present day. In 1852 the sautpertion of the Oneida
Conference became the Wyoming Conference.

The first division of the Genesee Conference tecafpresent Central
Pennsylvania territory occurred in 1848 when tea€&see Conference was divided
into the Genesee and East Genesee Conferencd2enfrsylvania, the Genesee
Conference kept Potter county and the East Gel@sderence was awarded Tioga,
Sullivan and western Bradford counties.

In 1864, the General Conference transferred Lepont southern Sullivan
county from the East Genesee to the East BaltifGorderence, the latter being a
short-lived (1858-69) intermediate step leadinth®oultimate 1869 formation of the
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Central Pennsylvania Conference from its parertifBate Conference. It was also
in 1869 that the Oneida Conference made some bopadmstments in New York
State and became known as the Central New YorkeZente.

In 1872, the East Genesee Conference was dissolitsdPennsylvania
charges became the Troy District of the Central Nevk Conference. In 1876, the
Troy District was transferred to the newly re-fordht@enesee Conference. This left
the Genesee Conference with approximately the pr&gellsboro district plus the
northwest corner of Sullivan county.

The next change occurred when the General Cordear1880 awarded the
territory along and east of US route 15 to the mdgecreated Central New York
Conference. Inthe language of 1880, it was thiédey east of "the railroad running
from Lawrenceville to Blossburgh, to include Mae#diand Blossburgh charges.”
The nature of the problem and the intensity of debate are illustrated by the
following portions of the 1880 (and final) repofttbe superintendent of the Troy
district of the Genesee Conference. As noted gbthwe Troy district was
approximately the present Wellsboro district.

The Troy district is about 100 miles long east amdt: 30 miles wide in the
western portion, and about 50 miles at the easteltncontains a great deal of
splendid country, and some that is at least picque. It has four railroads running
through it from north to south, in which directitre principal valleys extend. The
district is however largely inaccessible by railwand as the principal lines of
travel for a presiding elder are east and wegtgitessitates the frequent crossing of
the ridges.

Our brethren have generally performed their woikhfiallly and loyally; and
though somewhat distracted and annoyed by the tagitaoncerning Conference
boundaries, have patiently awaited the issue, pregheo serve God and the Church
whenever the lines might be drawn, devoutly pratrag the time may soon come
when this question may be settled amicable, jasityforever.

For over 70 years, the northern tier west of Ustedl5 remained in the
Genesee Conference while the eastern portion wdsgbathe Central New
Conference. The following map illustrates thisgestanding arrangement. It is
taken from a larger map entitled "Map of the Fift€onferences of the Methodist
Episcopal Church Located Wholly or in Part withire iState of Pennsylvania” that
was constructed by W.A. Carver for the denominatid®00 Pennsylvania State
Convention. While the map does contain a few insages, it is the only such
definitive presentation of turn-of-the-century Pgylmania Methodism. Station
appointments are named on the map. Circuit appeints are numbered and
explained on the two-page key that follows.
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Key to Map: Methodist Episcopal Churches
in Potter, Tioga, western Bradford, and Sullivaordges, 1900

* This charge also includes appointments in NewkYsiate or in other Pennsylvania counties

Genesee Conference: 23 rural charges

1. Honeoye

a. Honeoye

b. Shingle House
2. *Standards and Genesee

13.Little Marsh

a. [unnamed]
b. [unnamed]
c. Little Marsh

14. Keeneyville
a. Genesee a. Middleburg
3. *Whitesville b. Keeneyville
a. North Bingham c. Niles Valley
4. Harrison Valley 15. Tioga
a. North Fork a. Farmington
b. Mills b. Tioga
c. Harrison Valley 16. Roulette
d. Potterbrook a. Roulette
5. *Troupsburg b. Mina
a. Brookfield 17. Sweden Valley
6. Knoxville a. Sweden Valley
a. Austinburg b. Odin
b. Knoxville 18. Gaines
7. Elkland and Osceola a. Gaines
a. Elkland b. Marshfield
b. Osceola 19. Ansonia
8. Nelson a. Asaph
a. Nelson b. March Creek
b. Pleasant Valley c. Ansonia
9. Lawrenceville d. Pine Grove
a. Lawrenceville 20. Delmar
b. Tompkins a. Delmar
10. Oswayo b. Middle Ridge
a. Ellisburg c. Stony Fork
b. Oswayo 21. Round Top
c. [unnamed] a. Coolidge
d. Colsburg b. Round Top
11. Gold 22. East Charleston
a. Keech a. East Charleston
b. Newfield b. Catlin
c. Gold c. Cherry Falls
d. Raymond 23. Covington
12. Westfield a. Lamb's Creek
a. Westfield b. Covington

b. Cowanesque

Note: The northwest corner of Potter county covdrgdhe Honeoye and
Oswayo charges was placed with the Erie Conferemoen the conference
boundaries were adjusted effective in 1962 to ¢dewith state lines.
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Central New York Conference: 19 rural charges

1. Millerton
a. Millerton
b. Tioga Junction
c. Jackson Centre
2. Daggett's and Webb's
a. Mosherville
b. Judson Hill
c. Daggett's Mills
3. *Chemung
a. Wilawana
4. Rutland

a. Lawrence Corners

b. Rutland
c. Austinville
d. Rutland Hill
5. East Smithfield
a. East Smithfield
b. Big Pond
6. Ulster and Milan
a. Milan
b. Ulster
7. Mainesburg
a. Elk Run
b. Mainesburg
c. State Road
8. Troy

a. Columbia Cross Roads

b. Troy
9. Leona and Wetona
a. Wetona
b. Leona
c. Mt. Pisgah

10. East Troy and West Burlington

a. West Burlington

b. East Troy
11. Burlington and Fairview

a. Burlington

b. Fairview

c. West Franklin
12. North Towanda

a. Luther's Mills

b. North Towanda
13. Canton

a. Ward

b. Canton

c. Rockwell Memorial

14. East Canton

a. West Granville
b. East Canton
c. West Leroy

15. Monroeton

16. Libe

a. Monroeton

b. Greenwood

rty Corners and Asylum
a. Liberty Corners

b. Asylum

17. New Albany and Overton

a. Overton
b. New Albany

18. New Era and Hollenback

a. Terrytown
b. Sugar Run
c. New Era

d. Wilmot

e. Hollenback

19. Forksville

Central

a. Center
b. Bethel
c. Estella
d. Forksville
e. Hillsgrove

Penna Conference:

charges
1. *Gardeau

a. Keating Summit

2. Nelson's Run

a. Hull
b. Logue
c. Wharton

3. *Cross Fork

a. Cross Fork

4. *Blackwell

a. Leetonia
b. Blackwell

5. Liberty Valley

a. Nauvoo
b. Liberty

6. Laporte

a. Cherry Grove
b. Laporte

7. Muncy Valley

a. Sonestown
b. Muncy Valley

7

rural

Note: The 1948 NE Jurisdictional Conference movetldiback of the New Era
charge from Central New York to Wyoming Conferen@éilawana remained with



the Chemung NY charge as an exception to the 18®@fignment along state lines.
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The southeasternmost portion of the above are@ @aim our conference
effective June 1, 1952, when the Northeast Jutistial Conference transferred all
Central New York Conference churches in Sullivauntg into the Central
Pennsylvania Conference. Specifically, this inellithe Forksville charge of Bethel,
Estella, Forksville and Hillsgrove. Interestinglyne of the Central New York
Conference's two camps was Camp Loyalsock, whichimvdullivan county. Even
though the camp was within walking distance of Boeksville church, and now
within the bounds of the Central Pennsylvania Canfee, it remained the property
of its former conference until it was sold to Cah®ennsylvania in 1960.

This arrangement was finally ended by further 1B@@theast Jurisdiction
Conference action that fixed most conference baugglto coincide with appropriate
state boundaries effective June 1, 1962. It was that the Genesee and Central
New York Conferences surrendered their last Pexmasid churches (west and east
of US route 15 respectively) to the Central Pervasybh Conference. With the
addition of former EUB congregations in the SweWaltey and Liberty areas, and
the Morris and Austin-Costello area charges thaewart of Central Pennsylvania
Conference's territory since 1820, these churdrasthe present Wellsboro district.

The debate at the 1960 jurisdictional meetingnaigg fixing the conference
boundary at the sate line, however, was considerabiostly in the form of protests
from the New York conferences. In their annuatgess a vote of non-concurrence
with the proposed transfers was narrowly defeajetié Genesee Conference and
passed by the Central New York Conference. THeviahg are typical of comments
made in support of an amendment to stop the traasRennsylvania churches from
the Genesee and Central New York conferences terte@nd Central Pennsylvania
conferences:

page 981 happen to represent several thousands of Metitediat are in
that section below the New York and Pennsylvanim@ary and which is also north
of the Allegheny Divide. Long before Methodistautiht of drawing a line, God
drew a line, the Allegheny Divide. (laughter) FesAsbury and his successors
recognized the wisdom of that line and it has swell in the years since...

In talking with the laymen in our own church, a attuof 1,300 members, |
have yet to find one member who is in favor ofttlaissfer. Every one of them have
indicated that they much prefer to stay with then€ésee Conference, in our case
because all our relationship and dealings are whithse communities across the sate
line -- economically, culturally, traditionally, s@lly, and psychologically. For one
reason the state line puts us in Pennsylvania, Ibbdve been preaching the
separation of Church and State for all my minigkayighter), and | see no reason to
change that now, Thank you. (applause)

page 101As a layman, | have examined this report with slaghazement.
In my business activity, | have to do with markgtind marketing areas and trading
areas. | am unable to understand why Conferencad@ries should be set on the
basis of what some surveyor made out, based ontiadKing of England granted to
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so-and-so 200 years ago. (applause)

In the end, reasons supporting the wisdom ofrdnester prevailed and the
move was approved. Two factors that helped swaybtidy into accepting the
original report. (1) The fact that it was not bljpwdommitted to state lines and
recommended preserving the historic two-state Wggrionference. (2) The spirit
of the Erie Conference, which came to the jurisdictl meeting with an unselfish
proposal to sacrifice its own existence for theater good of Methodism.

The original report proposed rearranging the Edentral Pennsylvania,
Genesee and Central New York conference boundaoeg state lines and so that
each conference would emerge with approximatelgémee membership as before
the transfers. Since Erie would be giving up somynidew York churches, the
original report placed the Erie-Central PA boundguote a bit to the east to
compensate the Erie Conference in two ways. (1)t Genesee Conference
churches in Potter county, and Brookfield and PdBi@ok in northwest Tioga
county, were to transfer to the Erie Conferencg Al2the Central Pennsylvania
Conference churches in Potter, Cameron and moS€ilesrfield (as far east as
Wallaceton) counties were to transfer the Erie €aenrice.

At the jurisdictional meeting of 1960, the Bound&ommittee presented an
amendment to their original report that kept theefrentral PA boundary
approximately as it was -- transferring only thk &unty charges of St. Mary's and
Benezette (which also reached into the northwastetwf Clearfield county) from
Central PA to Erie and awarding Central PA all gtcthe northwest corner
(Shinglehouse charge) of Potter county. Appearmgage 106, that statement reads
as follows:

| should like to say a word on behalf of the Cortesit This is probably an
oversimplification of this amendment, but it comesthis: that the Central
Pennsylvania and Erie delegations have gotten tegeand have agreed to a
redrafting of the line between Central Pennsylvaaiad Erie Conferences in
Pennsylvania... It favors Central Pennsylvania,chitttrie graciously conceded to
on the assumption that it will be authorized to geewith Pittsburgh. And the
subject of the ultimate will of this body the Cortee is quite willing to accept.

The actual Wellsboro district, however, was notfed until the 1968 union
that created the United Methodist denomination,taednanner in which northern
tier Methodism was incorporated into the existiremn@al Pennsylvania Conference
makes an interesting story. In their New York @wahces, the transferring
congregations had been parts of three distrittsas first decided that their equity in
their former district parsonages would be deterohimgng the ratio of the transferred
membership of the churches involved to the totahimership of the districts from
which these churches would come. That formula gegeéd a total of $15,709.96 to
be received by the Central Pennsylvania Conferénoethe Genesee and Central
New York bodies.
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This amount would be applied toward the new distiecessitated by the
influx of the former New York churches. In recgmtrs the Central Pennsylvania
Conference had consisted of four districts: AltqoRkrrisburg, Sunbury and
Williamsport. Geographic considerations made wiobs that the new district
should cover the northwest portion of the confeesncA "Memorandum from the
District Superintendents"” in the conference archineludes the following items:

4. With the exception of three charges in the needtern corner of Potter
County, all of the new churches coming into thet2¢®Pennsylvania Conference
will be included in the Williamsport District. Tharee charges, Coudersport,
Roulette and Shinglehouse, have as close tieet&rporium-Clearfield area as
they have to the Williamsport area. We feel toisstitutes no serious problem of
morale.

5. Clearfield has been suggested as the centbeaféw district because it is
closer to all points of the new district than anyer center suggested. Living
conditions in Clearfield area are good and consatdy less expensive than in the
State College-Bellefonte area.

The official resolution presented to the 1961 ahrmonference, however,
recommended only that one new district be createddrnated that th®iscipline
assigns to the bishop the responsibility of detemng district boundary lines. The
final report to the 1962 annual conference intrediihie new district as follows:

In keeping with the action taken at the 1961 sessi@ur Conference, a fifth
district has been created and will become operatipen the adjournment of this
session. It will be known as the State Collegéridtslocated in the north central
part of the conference, and comprise charges fdgmlecated in the Altoona,
Harrisburg and Williamsport Districts. The churcheoming to us from the Central
New York and Genesee Conferences will become pee dVilliamsport District.

The Wellsboro District formally came into existeric 1970 when the former
Methodist and EUB conferences first met togetheithas present nine-district
Central Pennsylvania Conference of the United Méitti&€hurch. The EUB (former
Evangelical) charges at Liberty (Tioga county) &rdver (Bradford and Sullivan
counties) joined their northern tier Methodist ceuparts under the superintendency
of D. Rayborn Higgins. In 1982 the United MethsidChurch transferred the former
EUB congregations (originally a part of the Erien@yence of the United Brethren
denomination) at Prouty and Sweden Valley to thdl&hero District from the
Western Pennsylvania Conference. Well within tberalaries of our conference,
and surrounded by Central PA congregations, ttvesechurches appear to have
been misplaced during the re-alignments causelaeh}a68 Methodist-EUB union.

The conference and denominational dynamics outlialeove can make
tracing the histories of individual Wellsboro Distrcongregations challenging.
While the 1900 map of Methodist Episcopal congriegatshows a Tioga County
Liberty charge with congregations at Liberty andiizo, for example, those are not
the present Liberty and Nauvoo United Methodistgregations of today. The
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Methodist work in those communities died out, drgurviving congregations are
those from the Evangelical side of the EUB denotiona But because of a splitin
the Evangelical denomination, the church in Libedynot even the original

congregation of that denomination. The presentddnMethodist church is the
former United Evangelical building. Below is a eapicture of the original

Evangelical Association building, which stood bye tbemetery behind B&D

Trucking. It was moved by the Association to Souttion Center following the

1894 split, did not prosper, and is now the towih ha

While an accurate rendering of the developmerthefWellsboro district
requires the full text of the preceding paragrafitesstory is usually summarized by
stating the churches west of US route 15 came tt@Genesee Conference and
those to the east came from the Central New Yorkf&@ence. Following this
simplification, THE CHRONICLE presents a mini-cait®n of interesting stories
from those two conferences.

Evangelical Association Church at Liberty, Pa.
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Genesee Conference

A. Gilbert Anderson: The Sleeping Preacher

[The following account is taken ver batim from F.@bnable's History of the

Genesee Conference 1810-1872. It is attribute®Reéw. William D. Buck, the

preacher appointed to the Lewiston (NY) CircuitlB87. Even though none of
characters involved have any connection to Cerfeinsylvania, the material is
presented as an interesting bit of early nineteestiitury Methodism. It concerns
Gilbert Anderson, former leader of a Methodist Epjsal class in Vermont. Having
moved to New York, he drifted into and was recldifmam "a fearfully backslidden

state" to become leader of a class near Wilson]NY.

His own sister, with whom he boarded, a truthfud @rous member of our
church, stated the following remarkable facts tocmecerning her brother Gilbert.
He used to preach every night in his sleep! Pefypla all parts, within twenty
miles, came and crowded the house to hear him Ipiieakis sleep. Many were
awakened under his sermons, who soon gave theishie#&od. After preaching he
usually held a class-meeting, which he led in lies He always had something
appropriate to say to each one speaking. Foruhmope of testing him some would
advance an erroneous sentiment, but he alwaydtuand left not a vestige of the
error unscathed. God spoke through the sleepiioagh he were awake, and his
class meetings were times of refreshing. "Andd k& sister, "some of the happiest
class-meetings | ever attended were led by Gillbbite he was asleep.”

Moving from Vermont into the neighborhood whenedt him, there being no
meeting there, and no Christian society, he wamdeoen God, and ceased to preach
in his sleep. But in our glorious revival he caoue bright and clear in the grace of
God, and was a gifted an efficient leader of the olass.

No sooner was he restored to the favor of God hiedmegan to preach again
in his sleep. But preaching in the posture ofezgér, with his heavy voice and
vehement manner, injured his health, and his sisted to wake him when he began
to preach.

One night after meeting, while walking by his sitleaid to him, "Gilbert,
you have heard me preach a number of times whexs lawake, and | am going to
hear you preach once while you are asleep."” QOnngetto our sleeping-room |
requested his sister not to awaken him if he bégg@meach, for | must hear him.

I intended to keep awake, but, being much fatiguésdl asleep. It was not
long, however, before | was awakened by his stkaice: he was offering his first
prayer. He devoutly thanked God for permitting lhkinsee another Sabbath day, and
besought him to bless the congregation assembfedet@m.

After prayer he gave out a hymn; then, after wgitong enough for it to be
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sung, he announced the text, Proverbs 21:12,13e 'fihteous man wisely
considereth the house of the wicked: but God ovewtath the wicked for their

wickedness. Whoso stoppeth his ears at the ¢hegdoor, he shall also cry himself,
but shall not be heard."

Then he went on to preach a solemn, earnest serfrteare lay his body by
my side, still as a corpse, except the tremor whistheavy voice produced, and yet
all the powers of his soul were awake: now gatheiacts from ages long past, then
describing scenes of coming judgment, or pictutivegfearful state of a sinner lost;
then ending the sermon with solemn appeals thatldimake the stoutest heart to
guail. Never shall | forget the impressions tletrson made on my own heart. If up
to that hour | had doubted the immortality of thertan soul, my doubts would have
fled under that sermon like the mists of the moumib@fore the rising sun.

After the sermon he gave out a hymn, then allsiest for a few moments.
Then he gave out an appointment to preach théweimeeks from that day, and the
meeting was ended. But as if someone had saiditd'&tay to class," he said, "No,
I must go," and began to move his feet like ongistaon a walk.

In the morning while he was dressing he groaned@wked tired, like one
who had worked hard during the night. He knew &e@ lbeen preaching. | took the
Bible and hymn book to find the text and hymns &é hsed. |turned to the book,
chapter, and verses that he had mentioned, arelwezer his text just as he had read
it. 1turned to the pages in the hymn book hetemded, and there were the hymns
just as he had paged and read them in the darkhess sleeping room.

"Gilbert," said I, "do you know what text is inderbs, twenty-first chapter,
and twelfth and thirteenth verses?"

"No," he said.
"Do you know what hymns are on such and such a§jag
He said, "No."

How strange! He could see and read them corredtign his eyes were
closed in the darkness of sleep, but knew nothogiethem when awake! Well, he
was a pure, conscientious young man, and a fhgihfiisuccessful class leader. He
would never consent to take license to preachtoorin Vermont; but when | urged
him to accept it, telling him if he would only ptawhen he was awake perhaps the
Lord would not require him to preach in his sldepaccepted of a license, appointed
meetings, drew crowds, and gave great satisfaaidrmuch promise of usefulness
in the future.

But how mysterious are the ways of Providence! il&Vhwas gone to
Conference my precious friend Gilbert was takenaifid suddenly died. But his
death was more than peaceful; it was gloriousas wiumphant.
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B. Owen Goodman: The Reading Preacher

[This paper is selected sections of a remarkalitedevritten August 7, 1903, by an
unnamed elderly lady in Mifflinburg to her male souin Chicago. It tells of their
uncle, Rev. Owen M. Goodman, who moved from Columthiancaster County to
Pike's Mills (now Galeton) in Potter County to e tsuperintendent of the first
lumber mill in that northern tier county. A logaleacher, he started the Methodist
work in the region by reading Wesley's sermontotayregations consisting of his
mill hands and their families. Rev. Goodman isidmiin Wellsboro. The entire
letter of 17 full-sized pages is on file at the fevence archives, but the identity of
the author and how the letter was obtained arekmotvn. Four Goodman siblings
are mentioned in the portion of the letter hererogjuced -- the mother of the
author, the father of the recipient, a female wherned a Mr. Davis, and Uncle
Owen.]

Mr. James B. Goodman Mifflinburg, Pa.
Corner, Van Buren and Dearborn Streets Augusd3
Chicago, IIl.

Dear Cousin,

At last, | have an opportunity of writing you theéstorical letter that |
promised you some years ago. The first | remembdncle Owen was he moved to
his house on Front Street in Columbia by the lunybeds of Mr. Abraham Brunner.
The front was a flower garden, as he was fondl@fdrs, and he had roses
cultivated in the yard. | remember him cultivatthgse roses, and when Cassy was a
little girl she played in that yard with your fathe

As | remember uncle he was a lumber inspectohierfitm while living in
Columbia, and he had his office in the front of theber yard. He had been a
teacher. As summer was a dull time, he had a $tiose built to the rear of his
office. There he taught private school duringghenmer. | would go in, too, and
sometimes | would be in the ABC class. Littleityd | learned to read by the time |
was five years old.

Sometimes he had to leave his school and writbudsiness men who came
into the office. He had a smooth plain handwritiewgd | know he had a great deal of
writing to do for them. He must have had some Kedge of the law, too, for |
remember that he would "talk law" for other men whe was engaged to do so. He
was also called upon to speak in the ME Churcholui@bia when the minister was
away. | remember he had a volume of Wesley's sesrand stood inside the railing
and read one to the congregation, as that wasutern at that time. He was the
leader of the choir in the choir-loft in the redtlee church, and the first time | saw
your mother she was with him and her sister Mdtgraards Mrs. Robinson, in the
choir. Thus you may know that he was a promineant,both in business and in the
church affairs, and he became the leading mandmtiole eastern part of Potter
County. He was often called to the county seaptak at political meetings.
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I must tell of Oxford where uncle was educatedwds an old-fashioned
select school carried on by Friends, as the Quakers then called. | saw his
manuscripts of essays, and they seemed all to ienvin a fine hand. He must
have been very well educated, and for that reasomi we was selected to go to
Potter County to take charge of the business thele.chose his brother-in-law,
Uncle Dauvis, for his foreman to assist him.

| was away from home when cousin Cassy died, arehwieturned home
and found her gone | could hardly be comfortedteAfnoving to Front Street, right
in the ague section, we were all ill with that dise as long as we were there. |think
the unhealthy condition of that part of the towrswae reason why your mother was
wanting to go to Potter County with uncle. As weuhd be together more by
moving there, Aunt Susan insisted that my mothestrgo to that lonely country
with her. It certainly would, in these days, sessnf one were going to Alaska. It
was in the deep woods, and Columbia was then g@rosgs town of about 8000.
Your father and my mother were raised in Reading lamew very little of the
country, and still less of the woods.

They moved earlier than your mother could go,ingéhe first week of April
1839. The weather was cold and the trip a long fomeve had to go in a boat called
a packet. If I explain some things that seemerraht, it is to show what kind of a
life we had to live then and the sacrifices youhéa and mother had to make in
changing from Columbia to the wilds of northern Rervania. It was something to
see the people that came to us when we were ledoindpey never expected to see
us again, and they had to bring presents for tthe d¢hildren. They brought us cups
to drink the "canawl" water, as they called it.

It took six days to go from Columbia to the plaedledd Pike Mills, on the
line between Tioga and Potter counties. We startethe evening. The next
morning at Harrisburg we found the boat covered wi. It was Saturday before we
reached Williamsport. There we had to stay overday, and we nearly all had the
ague. We stayed in Williamsport until Tuesdayefiwe took teams and traveled to
Covington. The only thing | remember was lyinghe wagon with a chill. | had
several days of fever. | remember taking dinn&Wellsboro at a hotel, and we had
to stand around the table. We had only a few resuor if we wanted to reach Pike
Mills that evening we had to hurry.

It was nearly dark when we reached there, andrhyesmn of life was a dog
with his head reaching out of a hole down belowigiteh of a door. The men that
were working in the old mill were all that werethre place. There were only two
houses and a couple of shanties for us to livend,for the carpenters who had then
commenced your father's house. Mr. Abram Metsgho Wwad moved from
Darrstown (now called Lewisburg) was one of thegeaters. It was a clap-board
shanty with a slab floor that we went into thatréag, and one having a hole in the
side of it large enough for the back log to be drawto the fire. But for some
reason the one that was in would not burn, anchasevening was chilly the
teamsters heaped on hemlock branches. That schtsparks all around, and
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therefore none of us could get near enough for wariwe were so tired and sleepy
that we lay down on the rough floor, and | do rohk that we got anything for
supper.

Having two rooms, that shanty was supposed to tterliban the others. It
had a narrow rough porch in front with a flight sieps. | remember we were
awakened and saw mother and Aunt Davis taking $mdelothes and putting them
on the bed the teamsters had helped uncle to rnttakentire length of the inside
room, of rough boards. In the night we were awakidny a commotion and found
that sparks from the fresh branches the men haoipile fire before they retired had
set fire to their bed. But it was soon put out] are were not disturbed again until
morning. While mother and aunt were getting braskand we children were
playing on the long bed, a bear came in througlofies window. We all screamed
with terror, and its owner came in and took it out.

For a long time we had no store or farm to go tstpplies. Everything had
to be brought in from Wellsboro, 25 miles away.t Baon after we got there, a fish
box was rigged out on the chute of the mill dam a&echad a supply of trout from
then on -- if we could keep the old man with thardfeom taking them. Trout was
something new to us, and it was considered a trd#ten we children wanted a
piece, we were given baked trout -- it had few Iscgawed made a very nice lunch. |
remember when the raspberries were ripe that tleeg all we had for dinner one
day -- with milk and maple sugar. Then the teaturred that evening with supplies
from Wellsboro, and we tasted molasses for thetiiree since leaving Columbia.

In the latter part of July your father came up viitmiture and other things,
and after that we were more comfortable. But Adavis was so discouraged that
once when the teams came she quietly got hersethachildren ready and returned
with them. It was her only chance, for as yetéhveere no horses at the place -- only
oxen. Uncle Davis could not go until someone waiddhe to take his place.

Then the new house was ready to move into, andaverroccupied the
shanty again. Another new house went up, so ttearfan who came after Uncle
Davis could live init. Then it seemed not morartla year before other new houses,
a blacksmith shop, a store, and a barn -- thedatge people there had ever seen --
were erected. Uncle's first pair of horses wettesate, for an attempt was made to
steal them. When that failed, the shed door wakdr@pen and they both were
stabbed. One died, but the other one -- your misthding horse -- recovered and
was there yet when | left in the fall of 1845.

All that summer we never had any church serviéé® people seemed not to
know anything of Sundays. Little by little the pd®came to respect uncle's views,
and before another year a building was put up emillside for a church and school
house. Then, at his own expense, he had a Methoutister to come there and hold
services. He himself drilled the choir of youngplke to sing.

Previous to that time a minister would come anaginen one of the houses.
The rooms would all be full. Aunt had a very prédunge in the front room, and
the women would all crowd around that. It was amgto see the women make a
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run for the Boston rocking-chair. Many of them healier known anything of a
splint-bottom. When you would see how they livadheir own homes with few
comforts of life, you would not wonder at theiriaats in a house carpeted and with
cushioned seats. Certainly we were disgusted suith shiftless people, and we
could not think that we were there to stay as lasgve did. Every few months we
would talk of going back. But it was difficult get away, for the business was
paying well.

The post office was given to uncle that first summBefore that the only
farmer in the neighborhood -- and a very poor dribat -- had had the only post
office for about twenty miles around. The mailidety was only once a week each
way. Most of the contents of the mail bags werauftcle as manager of the mills.
Being postmaster, he received many sample papersdil over the country. He
took quite a number of papers himself and had d ibmary, and so there was plenty
of reading matter for the whole family.

I think you remember something of the rafting tivas done at your father's.
The lumber was put together in squares that weledaafts. Sometimes the creek
would be covered with them before the water wah kigough to carry them. Six
men with long poles would get on. Sometimes thegstwould open as they went
over whirlpools and spill all the men into the watéremember one very tall man
with a very red head. He had been clerking at yatlrer's store and thought he
would like to take a trip down the river. Soonvis over a shoot and in the water.
One man saw his red hair and pulled him out. hteteat was enough for him, and
he returned to go on his travels some other way.

When these rafts would get to the main river, theye joined together till
there were six or eight on one large raft on theaimsurface of the Susquehanna. |
do not know how long it took them to get to Columbilt must have been some
trouble for your father to oversee all those workm®/hen the rafts were ready he
had to go with them, leaving the clerk in chargéhef store.

Uncle had to go back and forth to Columbia freglyeand I think the trips
must have been hard on him. In the spring he wgaldown on the rafts -- where
there were no comforts, no blankets and no fiteer& may have been times when he
could have tied up at night and gone to a hotdlthere was not a tying up place
everywhere they went. In the summer he went afgieas Covington with his own
team. From there he would take the stage for @ilBport. Sometimes | remember
the men had to get out and walk, for the stag# itses enough for the four horses.
The roads should have been called stone-pikesamhsteturn-pikes, for they were
rocky and full of ruts.

I left in the fall of 1845, for there had been sw/fchildren that the schools
could not be kept up. You were not yet old enolagtschool, Robert was a little
fellow, and Mary was quite a baby.

In the spring of 1898 | passed through what once Rike Mills, now
Galeton, which about a year ago became famousamuatof the oil wells opening
there. | was on my way to Cleveland and askeadmeluctor to tell me when we
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reached the county line. Imagine my surprise wieesaid we would stop there, and
| found out that it was Galeton. | had about 2@utes to wait while they took on
water. All | saw was a large factory with some Bmarks attached to it and
operated by steam. They were so extensive thatdlo& up all the space that was
once the mill pond. The hills around seemed ndig@ultivated, and there were
very few buildings around. The depot was the gualgd building there.

Nothing was there that showed what kind of place been in existence.
Three miles west, where the Metsgar mansion wase tiwas nothing but grazing
land. The railroad had not passed through Coudgrdput went south to Emporium
-- so that was all | saw of Potter County. If ypould only come east | would like to
go with you to see uncle's grave. Wellsboro isualmbusier town than it was then.

Your Cousin

C. Caleb Boyer: The Disappearing Preacher

It is sometimes interesting to examine a promirgnoup of historical
figures, for example the signers of the Declaratbimndependence, to determine
what happened to them after and/or because of dhecygar phenomenon that
brought them together. Such is the case of thedar@hristmas Conference of 1784
that created the Methodist Episcopal Church in Acaer Who were these first
itinerant preachers that gathered in BaltimorelselyoLane Chapel to organize a new
denomination and elect Francis Asbury as its bishop? and what happened to
them?

One of them was Rev. Caleb Boyer, who was fornm@itiained along with
Bishop Asbury at the Christmas Conference. Thigma¢hat he was one of the first
elders ever ordained in American Methodism. Foneoeason he left the itinerant
ministry and located in Tioga County. Shortly aft800 he was one of the first
white settlers in Delmar township, near Wellsboro.

It is not known how long he stayed in the arewloat was his ultimate fate,
and no church records document his religious initeehere. It is safe to assume,
however, that he shared the gospel as a self-ajgpidwcal preacher. R.C. Brown's
1897 history of Tioga County states the following:

From the meager records that have been preservagpears that
Rev. Caleb Boyer and family came from Delawareetiogy with several
other families, and settled near where Wellsborw stands about 1802.
They belonged to the Delaware contingent attrabtethe Pine Creek Land
Company.

History informs us that Rev. Boyer was one ofiftessh ordained ministers
of the Methodist Episcopal Church then in North Aocze He did the first
preaching in Wellsboro and vicinity. Meetings whedd in private houses, but it
was some years before an organization was effedtdBoyer, however, may be
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regarded as the pioneer Methodist preacher in wdifé¢rwards became Tioga
County.

The "History of Methodism in Wellsboro 1820-198@foduced by the
congregation for the Methodist bicentennial stMes Hannah Jackson, still living
in 1870 at the age of 87, said that about the ¥884 or 1802 her father, James
Dixson of Cantwell Bridge in Maryland, came with\R€aleb Boyer of Delaware
and several other families to make a permanerieseiht in Delmar, which they
named for the two states from which most of thelfesoriginated. This was before
Tioga County was formed from Lycoming County in 488nd there was reported to
be but two small parcels of cleared land in thdrerfuture county -- one at
Lawrenceville and one in the Cowanesque Valley.

The official record of Caleb Boyer is as follovi®aring in mind that the
Methodist Episcopal denomination and ordination naisinstituted until 1784.

1780 - admitted on trial as a preacher agreeiniy Methodist doctrines

1781 - listed equally with Francis Asbury, Freeb@Garrettson and others as
a preacher "now determined, after mature corsiida, close
observation, and earnest prayer, to preachididethodist doctrine,
and strictly enforce the discipline, as contdiimethe Notes, Sermons,
and Minutes published by Mr. Wesley."

1782 - officially "admitted into connection" andsaged to Pittsylvania
circuit

1783 - assigned Hanover circuit

1784 - assigned Annamessex circuit

1784 Christmas Conference - in the first classrdamed elders

1785 - presiding elder over 4 circuits in Delaware

1786 - presiding elder over the Philadelphia arttde . ¥¥ork (PA) circuits

1787 - presiding elder over 2 circuits in Virginia

1788 - one of 6 receiving "partial location on agaoof their families, and
are subject to the order of Conference”

Almost
all the early itinerants were unmarried. It wasumcommon for an itinerant to be
"located" and settle down once he was marriedh $arsons typically engaged in an
occupation to support their family, were not a pdithe appointment process, and
continued to assist during the absence of themesdiglder in their own and nearby
congregations. Although no definitive records haeen located, Caleb Boyer seems
to have remained in this "located elder” statusdise of his life.
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D. William Armstrong: The Reconsidering Preacher

[Admitted to the Conference in 1854, Rev. Armstraag a proper and hard-

working Scotsman unfamiliar with life in mid ninet¢h century northern Pennsyl-
vania. Following is his own account of severaldents on his first appointment --
at Brookfield, Tioga County. His reconsideratidracsermon on proper Methodist
dress depicts the difference between urban andiénoMethodism. It is taken from
Hibbard's 1887 History of the Late Genesee Confazdn

| lived at Westfield, in one room, with a largeefiplace in one end and two
beds curtained off at the other. | had ten presrhppointments, preaching in each
once in two weeks. These were: Westfield, LowatiNork, Upper Northfork, Plant
School-house, Potter Street, White School-housate SRoad, Creek, Harrison
Valley, and the school-house south of Brookfield.

The country was very new and the people very poowas a verdant
Scotchman, unused to the wilds, fond of romandeer@ was plenty of labor to do
among these noisy Methodists. One Sabbath aftelaioout Christmas, going home
to dinner with one of my stewards, he informed im& the had been collecting
guarterage. He took me into another room and weredwva bushel-and-a-half basket,
which was heaping with more kinds than a Scotmichpotch There was bedfitil't
[Scotch: "into it"], and muttomtil't, and porkntil't, and chickemtil't, and sausage
intil't, and venisonntil't. The country was wild, especially at the souBieveral
times | heard the wolves howl, and venison was péethan pork. There was not
much need of study. A good warm exhortation was sustrike fire.

| tried once to preach on dress, or rather, aBig@pline recommended, read
Mr. Wesley's sermon on dress. The only attemptamaSaturday evening, when |
preached to the poorest class on the charge. Wayslhad a happy time at that
meeting. That evening the people were out as usudatce. No storm ever kept
them in. It was in the summer, and half of the mvere in their shirt sleeves, some
of the grown boys barefooted, and the costliestsloé the women was of calico,
even their bonnets. That evening there were moreses. Everything was dead. In
the midst of the sermon the folly of the whole aagrstruck me -- So the people
don't dress well enough; what folly to read thishtem! | shut the book and gave
them a good exhortation. Presto, what a changae®" and "Praise the Lord!" and
"Glory to God!" went up all over the house.

Next year, anxious to take that country for Godl lslethodism, at my request
a young married man was sent to my help. We hamtda&hing places, and held that
winter 6 protracted meetings, beginning in Octabet ending in April. Many souls
were converted, and some of them became leadindersraf the church. That year
| kept an account of the kind of things | receiu@the name of salary. Only about
$25 in money was given, and the rest was in varlonds -- among them 200
bushels of buckwheat, which | traded at the sthexe being no cash market for it.
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Central New York Conference

A. The Carbon Run Church

The following statement is taken from the 1881 repbsuperintendent CC.
Wilbur of the Elmira District, of which all the césrence's Pennsylvania churches
were members.

A church at Carbon Run near East Canton chargemésty of the
Evangelical Association, on their own motion apgphfier admission into our Church,
having taken legal steps to transfer to us theurch property, consisting of an
edifice nearly new. This work having been satisidy accomplished, they have
been received, and will hereafter constitute a oharge.

From 1881 to 1884, the conference journals cotit@following information
about the charge.

year name assigned pastor churches members
1881 Carbon Run To Be Supplied [new charge, nortgpo
1882 Carbon Run C.E. Ferguson 1 31

1883 West Franklin C.E. Ferguson 2 55

1884 [not a charge, no assignment] 1 45

Behind those statements, however, lie some integestories.

Who was C.E. Ferguson? When the eastern portfotheo Genesee
Conference's Troy district was given to the Centi@lv York Conference in 1880,
Colson E. Ferguson was a licensed local preachaglin Ulster. In 1881 his new
conference began listing him as a local deacom #&vaugh he does not appear to
have been formally elected or ordained to thateffiln 1884 he was elected and
ordained as a local elder, but not given a forrsalgnment. In 1885 and 1886 he
was assigned to supply Chemung. Beginning in 1&8io longer appears on the
conference rolls -- with no mention of his deathnsfer or change of status.

[Note: C.E. Ferguson is not to be confused withnJb. Ferguson, as was
done in the 1978 "75th Anniversary History of therlBigton United Methodist
Church." The latter was a local pastor living irm@ville Summit who was first
licensed in 1885 and who assisted C.M. Adams oBthkngton charge that year.]

What was the second church added to the charga?®etne during 1882
C.E. Ferguson established an appointment at tloewhiurch in West Franklin and
organized a congregation there. It soon becans that West Franklin and not
Carbon Run was destined to be the stronger contypagand the name of the
charge was changed accordingly. Because a signifirtumber in West Franklin
embraced non-Methodist doctrines and practiceselierymeeting in a union church
building was not ideal. A 1962 paper on "Early Ntists in Bradford County" by
Miss Clara A. Smiley contains the following stateme

The West Franklin Methodist Church has had an edeng history. The
church first built there was open to any congregativho wished to worship. Under
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these conditions things did not work so well, an@l884 a new church was built by
the Methodists. Furniture used in this church cdroen the old Barclay Church.

What happened to the charge in 1884, and whyhgideport include only
one church instead of two? The church at Carbon ®Ras also known as the
Barclay Church. In 1884 the Barclay Church waseth its furniture given to the
new building at West Franklin, and West Franklirsvedtached to the Burlington
charge. The 1884 report of superintendent W.RihBm of the Elmira District
reported the events as follows -- and spared ndsvdescribing the union situation
at West Franklin that "did not work so well."

At Carbon Run, the coal being nearly exhaustednptimers were obliged to
desert their loved church, so generously sustamethem, and seek new homes.
Now the mountain church has been taken down andltébthe valley, some eight
miles away, on the edsiic] border of the Burlington charge. Then the newrchu
at Franklin burned, and only for a few great hedrteeople led by a wise and
earnest pastor, our cause was ended there. Naiveiashes, stands a new edifice,
beautiful and commodious, and dedicated free of.d&b cost was about $2000.
The gospel here has now a certain sound. No paiseg sects will echo in this
temple, for not only are its acoustics perfect,ibista Methodist Episcopal church,
and distant be the day when out heritage shall ged by another ecclesiastical
Babel baptized a union church.

That still leaves one unanswered question. Attwdaation "in the valley
some eight miles away" was the Carbon Run chutteh, former Evangelical
Association building described as "an edifice neadw" in 1881, reconstructed?
The Methodist Episcopals erected a church in Weslirigjton in 1857, at which
point worship in the still standing 1822 "Old Buditon" church was discontinued.
In 1882 the Methodist Protestants erected the Hyokoove church, near the school

Hickory Grove Methodist Protestant Church
in use approximately 1882-1891
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house of that name a short distance southeast sf Biglington. Even though it
was close to West Burlington, the Hickory Groveaasbowed promise -- and, of
course, the Methodist Protestant presence hadandweered. It was in this area that
the Carbon Run building was reconstructed as thhei€a Methodist Episcopal
Church.

The first page of Sunday School records for thevieav Church, as reported
in 1978 when they were in the possession of theviddarrow family, states:

August 2, 1885, a meeting of citizens convendeeatéw Hickory Grove ME
Church to consider the propriety of organizing &Bath School, even at this late
date in the season. Called to order by brotheSpéncer. Brother James Vroman
was elected chairman and C.T. Swain, secretarygo It was decided to organize
Sunday School. The following named were dulyedasfficers for the ensuing year:
superintendent, W. Spencer; secretary, R.E. Grjffiteasurer, Helen Thacker;
librarian, C.T. Swain. Teachers: Orvill Fanning|vita Spencer, Josie Griffith,
Charlotte Spencer, Mary Griffith, R.E. Griffith, Bpencer, C.M. Fanning and C.T.
Swain.["This late date in the season" refers to the fhat it was customary to
reorganize Sunday School each spring when the eehbtbke, continue meeting
until the first snows of the late fall made trawepractical, and then disband for the
winter.]

Fairview Methodist Church at Hickory Grove,
formerly the Evangelical Association building atrBen Run
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Fairview was part of the Burlington charge fron848&intil 1953. The 1978
"75th Anniversary History of the Burlington Unitétethodist Church" summarizes
the story of the appointment as follows:

Preaching did not take place every Sunday. Thieepaseems to be regular
services at Burlington (originally in the Union Qich -- at the rear of the lot now
occupied by the Kenneth Case home) with alterrexteéces at West Franklin and
Fairview, weather permitting. The regular servioemsed at Fairview Methodist
Church in 1953. OlId churches die much like oth@r&od's servants. The only
observable evidence in the conference journalas ¢ charge arrangements. In
1953 the Burlington charge lists Burlington, Fagw and Mountain Lake. In 1954
the list reads Burlington, Luthers Mills and Moumd.ake. Thus is the end of
Fairview's services -- simply no mention.

But such is not the case of the people who shaesdaries of the years
between 1884 and 1953 -- some 69 years. The mesmsketched in this material,
still viewed in the minds of living participants]ls us how important the Fairview
Church was to the Hickory Grove community.

When the church was closed, many of the furnishiwrege dispersed. The
bell disappeared, the kneeling pads are the one oeed at Burlington, the
communion set and the bookcase are in the parsonage

But there remains one final question. What ultetygbecame of the church
at West Franklin? It was on the following chargBsirlington 1884-cal910,
Monroeton cal911-1944, East Troy 1945, Monroete¥618nd East Canton 1947-
1972. To say that the church struggled over thesyeould be putting it kindly. In a
1970 "Report to the Cabinet," Wellsboro superingstd. Rayborn Higgins noted
the following.

The West Franklin Church, East Canton Charge, waideclose due to a
lack of attendance. They had no services sincetabmanksgiving until January
4th, when 3 people came. They called a specialimgei®r January 11th with the
idea that they would close the church and cut apeases, for they had not paid
their conference apportionment for last year. #swold the pastor had paid it for
them.)

| suggested that their church was too beautifutlimse, and after some
discussion we found out they felt that a Sundap&@akas absolutely necessary if
they were to continue. We were able to get a ve&mSunday School super-
intendent, a volunteer teacher for the adults ardtie children, and we persuaded
a youth there to teach the youth. They had no 8uBdhool there for 3 years, but
they will start one Sunday.

In 1972, however, the church was officially deethfdiscontinued" and in
1980 it was officially declared "closed." The ldliilg was offered for sale, and a bid
for $2600 was received in August 1981 from an aesaent. But the conference
cabinet, at their September 11 meeting, supponeddcommendation of the new
Wellsboro superintendent J. Carl Williams to re+otiee building. Accordingly, the
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trustees sent a letter to the bidder stating:

At the meeting of the Trustees of the Annual Cents, in response to a re-
guest from the Cabinet and Superintendent of tHisléeo District, it was decided
not to accept any of the bids on this church proper

We appreciate your interest in the property. Bathelieve at present that
the best use of it... is to propose some new mjrttatough this church.

At the 1988 annual conference, the church wasiaffy removed from the
closed list and a congregation was organized JAnEAB8, to be supplied by a part-
time pastor. In 1991 the church was declared &nebed ministry of First United
Methodist Church in Troy. On June 21, 1996, thkowang "Resolution for
Discontinuance of West Franklin United Methodistu@ih" was prepared by
Wellsboro superintendent Sharonn Halderman.

Whereas the West Franklin United Methodist Chuodtated in Bradford
County was founded in 1884 and has had a long anddhistory; and,

Whereas the Charge Conference of the West Fratkiiited Methodist
Church voted on May 19, 1996, to discontinue thean and,

Whereas the consent of the presiding bishop, a nhajof the district
superintendents, and the district Board of Churoledtion and Building has been
granted;

Therefore be it resolved that the West FranklintethiMethodist Church be
discontinued effective July 1, 1996, and that ¢iwall church trustees be authorized
to dispose of any property necessary, settle &itanding debts, and continue to pay
the insurance premiums in order to maintain thédaog for occasional worship and
for the operation of a clothing distribution center

approval dates:

West Franklin Charge Conference -- May 19, 1996

Cabinet -- May 24, 1996

District Board of Church Location and Building dide 20, 1996

Mountain Lake Methodist
Church destroyed by fire September 12, 1967
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B. Early Bradford County Methodism

[This paper has been compiled from the journal di&h Colbert, notes prepared
by Methodist pastor-historian Charles Berkheimeecls 1860 History of the
Genesee Conference, Bradsby's 1891 History of Brdad@iounty, and several other
sources from the Central Pennsylvania Conferenchiges.]

Much of the original settlement across Pennsylvamiarthern tier was done
by veterans of the Revolutionary War, many of theswing been officers who
received grants of land for their service. In #ddi some bought their land from the
Connecticut Company, which had claimed the uppet tf Pennsylvania as part of
the State of Connecticut by a grant which theyaveld had precedence over the one
held by William Penn. In the end there was mixsettlers from southern
Pennsylvania, Maryland and Delaware with true "Gaticut Yankees." This
accounts for the region's New England style otgds, churches, and homes.

It accounts also for many of the region’s charattes and practices that are
quite distinct from those of the Pennsylvania Gersnthat predominated in the
southern and central parts of the state and ofé&@ente. In particular, the chief
opponents of Methodism were different across théheon tier from the rest of the
state. While Baptists (followers of Roger Williafftsm Connecticut and Rhode
Island) and Universalists provided the primary cetitjon in the north, Methodists
in the rest of the state were dealing with Luther&eformed and Presbyterians. The
northern tier was also greatly affected by theagsigroups -- Mormons, Millerites,
Wesleyan Methodists and Free Methodists -- thateano the mid 1880's in New
York state's famed "burned-over" district.

By the year 1792, Methodism had divided the sftlentiers into designated
areas to be served by its missionaries. One stgzhv@as the area west of the
Wyoming Valley -- most of the present Bradford, Iain and Tioga counties in
Pennsylvania and Seneca and Cayuga Lake counti&sryork. John Hill was the
first to serve this region -- which the Methodis#dled the Tioga Circuit. He was
aided by William Colbert, who arrived for duty imetfall of 1792 and kept a diary of
his travels. He "continued on the circuit four rtif@and received a compensation of
three dollars and fourteen cents.” Summing udabsrs at the end of the year,
Colbert said, "l have been four months and eigi$ da the Tioga Circuit, one of the
most disagreeable places for traveling | was ewgamong a refractory sort of
people. I have labored hard, lived hard, buti éga little good. | joined but three to
our society while I was there, but | think thera jsrospect of good being done. May
the labours of my successors be blest more thae wéne."

Colbert's account of his 1792 trip up the Susgneddrom Wyalusing to
Suffield's Flats (Asylum), Mr. Samuel Cole's in Mdonia and Captain Clark's in
Ulster is the first documented visit of a Methodistuit rider to western Bradford
county. As he was keeping established appointmeamismeeting with at least
organized class, however, others had certainlyepiet him.
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The "Father of Methodism" in Bradford County isswmered to be Rev.
Elisha Cole. Virtually every church organizedbaiilt in the western part of the
county in the early 1800's profited from his praagh At one time he was the only
resident preacher in the county. Elisha was timeo$ahe Samuel Cole in whose
house Colbert preached. Samuel cleared a langestaortly after the Revolutionary
War in the region between Towanda and Asylum knewrMacedonia. He had
come from Connecticut and was a faithful Methoditjough Colbert says he was
little too much attracted to Universalism.

The Coles fled the area, and nine-year-old Eligsiza brother and a brother-
in-law, during the Wyoming massacre of 1778. kerduration of the conflict the
family retreated to their native Connecticut, ratng to Macedonia at the close of
the war. Elisha was probably converted under thmuit riders that visited his
father's house. He established himself as a tacnaier and shoemaker before
entering the ministry.

While the early records are not clear, it app#aas Elisha was granted an
exhorter's license in 1794. He rode circuits imp&nd and Virginia, apparently as
an assistant to the appointed preachers, befarmneg) to Monroeton in 1796 to
establish regular preaching services in the homderfry Salisbury. In 1798 he
married Miss Amy Salisbury, at a time when marrigguécally eliminated men from
the Methodist ministry. Although he bought landrey the Towanda-Monroeton
road, opposite the Cole cemetery, and "settledsh&lcontinued to function as a
local preacher and to maintain his official statihin the denomination. He was
elected to the office of deacon but not ordaine7i®8, and finally ordained in 1802
-- although he never returned to the itinerant stigi

Regular services were held in the Elisha Cole havith,quarterly meetings
in the log barn. He continued to preach effecyiwelhis home and throughout the
region. About 1835 the Monroeton meetings were eddvom Cole's home to the
school house, and Rev. Cole lived to see the prekench building there erected in
1839. The journals of circuit riders assignech®drea and the histories of the area
churches attest to the great contributions of "€a@ole."

One who undoubtedly had contact with Rev. Colé,who testified to the
ruggedness of the area at that time was presididgr €seorge Harmon --
superintendent in 1812 of the Susquehanna Distfritte Genesee Conference. He
wrote about his territory as follows: "It commenaetdthe south end about 100 miles
north of Baltimore. It extended north to withinemty miles of Utica in New York,
and from the Delaware River on the east to the &en the west. It was at least
one thousand miles around it. Such roads! Suamtams! Such hills! | broke
down several good horses during my term of semcthis circuit." The Bradford
County portion of Tioga Circuit would have beenmié center of this district.
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Near Canton in the southwest corner of the coantythe heads of both
Lycoming and Towanda creeks -- the former emptimbg the North Branch of the
Susquehanna and Towanda, the latter into the WesicB at Williamsport. This
natural route connecting Williamsport and southwardaryland with Towanda and
northward to New York was called the Lycoming Trdihe more treacherous part is
from the head of the Lycoming to its mouth -- akibirty miles and thirty-four fords
of the creek, a deep and rapid stream which wastosein small rafts lumber in the
spring. Rev. Harmon described one of his tripsugh the region as follows:

I held a quarterly meeting on the north part ofdstrict, and started for the
south. | had to pass through sixty miles of witéss. | took what was called the
Lycoming Trail. It was winter, the snow being begw two and three feet deep. |
lodged all night at Spaulding's Tavern near thechebthe Towanda. | started early
the next morning, riding some eight miles to Brotheper's on the Lycoming and
took breakfast. Then | set out for Williamspo®hen | came to what was
considered the most dangerous crossing place onotite, | found the river was
frozen over about one third of the way on each. silge snow, as was stated, was
two to three feet deep and no one had passed tothpeaoad. | paused but for a
minute. | could not go back to Brother Soper'seden to fifteen miles, which was
the last house | had passed. The sun had gone!dwnould cross, there was a
log tavern within about one mile. | knew the gesatdanger would be in getting on
the ice on the other side, for should the ice bréand my horse would both go
under. | must venture it. | saw no other courdewvas on a very spirited and
powerful horse. | urged him forward and when ketttouched the bottom his head
went under water. As he rose on his hind featf purs into his flanks and he at
once bounded off into the river. The river waslsep that it ran over the tops of my
boots as | sat on his back. | got through withfouther difficulty. When | reached
the tavern, my first care was to have my horsendttd to. When | attempted to take
off my boots they were frozen to my socks. | sdeckafter a while in removing
them. | had not long before read Dr. Rush on tbe of spirituous liquors. That
great man acknowledged they had their use in aextases, but there could be no
case in which it would not be better to pour thato & swill-pail, and put both feet
in, than to drink them. | bought half a pint ofmwand bathed myself in it. | slept
comfortably and took no cold. But my poor hor$ék fatigue of worrying through
the snow, and so often fording the river, had $ecad his limbs that | had to part
with him at great sacrifice.

No account of early Methodism in Bradford Countguld be complete
without reference to the "OIld Burlington" Churclaseof Towanda on US 6. This
building is a living symbol of Methodism's missiop@and church-building policy.
The present edifice was erected in 1822 and ighthestructure used by Methodists
onthatland. A conference historic site, ihis bnly remaining example of this type
of church architecture within our Conference. Wlii$ site was once the focal point
for Methodists in the Sugar Creek Valley, by 1854 settlements at Burlington and
West Burlington were established and built theinaoneeting houses. Unused for
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regular worship for over 140 years, the building baen preserved to be used for
special services.

In 1790 Isaac DeWitt, Abraham DeWitt and James ®arkKcame down from
Chemung NY and were the first white men to exptheeSugar Creek Valley. The
history of the Methodist society there goes bacth&ofollowing year -- 1791, the
year in which John Wesley died. In that year tiveew of some of the first settlers
started to have regular prayer meetings among tlgas These continued for
several years before any circuit rider began td hedular services in the area. The
story is told that one day a group of young pegplaogether to stage a mock prayer
meeting, as a form of amusement and to make fuhedf mothers. They sang
hymns, read scripture and had several prayers sdagienly they were struck with a
sense of shame and conviction. Their motherseaaisbf rebuking them, wisely
came to join them and several were converted. rlagher was there to guide them,
but it certainly qualifies as the beginning of Hoeiety.

The first church building was erected in 1794 oougd given by James
McKean. Originally from Cecil County MD, McKean dhaettled in Huntingdon
County PA and Chemung NY before opening the SugeelCValley. His son
Samuel McKean became a US Senator from Pennsyhaandas buried in the
cemetery at Old Burlington. After the first buibdi burned in 1799, a second one
erected in 1800. It was in this log structure thatnoted semi-Methodist Lorenzo
Dow preached on one of his journeys through theonegOne account states:

Late one June afternoon in 1806, a queer-lookingk@u-dressed traveler
rode into the neighborhood and put up at the hoafs®irs. John McKean. He
immediately announced there would be a meetingarchurch that evening. The
appearance of the odd-looking creature helpedH#lhouse; he was a total stranger
in a strange land. When the people had assemiaidise brusquely and said, "My
name is Lorenzo Dow. My business here is to saws §om hell. My credentials
are these (producing a Bible) which says, 'Go ye &il the world and preach the
gospel to every creature..."

It is interesting to note that Samuel McKean's ¢iéeigJulia Ann married Lorenzo
Dow Taylor, one of literally thousands of childracross the Eastern US named in
honor of this famed but eccentric preacher.

When the people tore down the log church in eckitte present structure in
1822, the carpenter who built the pulpit and suiged/the construction was William
McKean -- a grandson of the original settler JamMekean. For a period of over 50
years most of the class leaders at Old Burlingtime the McKean surname, and the
family produced several local preachers and oneriint.
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